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Awards won 
 

Brasilia 2017: Bronze 
 

INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 
 

 
 

 
DR.(MRS) SITA BHATEJA 

 

      The eminent Indian Philatelist Dr. (Mrs) Sita 
Bhateja passed away on 18th December, 2018.  She 
was 93 and undergoing treatment for blood disorder.  
She is survived by three sons. 
 

      She was known as the queen of Indian Philately.  
From her childhood she started collecting stamps by 
using her pocket money.  She won many awards 
from National and International philatelic exhibitions.  
Her collection of British India was mostly 
appreciated.   She was one of the jury members from 
India.  She was also a governing council member of 
the Philatelic Congress of India. 
 

      She was a gynecologist by profession and was 
running a hospital named Dr.Sita Bhateja Super 
Speciality Hospital at Bangalore for the past fifty 
years.  She also runs a home for the poor and 
abandoned children where they are fed and 
educated for free since the last 35 years. 
 

      On this occasion we express our heartfelt 
condolences to the surviving family. 
 

      May her soul Rest In Peace. 
 

       Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile: 09387801948 

 

 

 

Reader’s Column  

 

Dear Sir,  
 

      The bulletin is excelling with every edition. The article 
'Stamp Talk' is a commendable contribution. ' Viaducts' too 
is a knowledgeable one.  
 

      Congratulations to all those who participated in 
Kollampex and Alpex. Kudos to prize winners! 
 
      Regards,  

Kannan N  
kannappantvm@gmail.com  

 
Dear Sir, 
 

      The contents are quite useful to upcoming philatelists. 
 

      Thanks. 
 

K C Naidu 
Visakhapatnam 

 
Dear Sir,  
 

     Thanks for sending me Bulletin for the month of 
December.  I am regularly receiving your very informative 
and dedicated to philately bulletin.  
 

     Pl send me bulletin No. 31 for the month of September 
2018, which I could not download. 
 

     Thanks. 
 

Ravindra Wamanacharya, Nashik 
r_wamanacharya@yahoo.co.in  

 
Dear Sir, 
 

      Very good bulletin. The contents are highly informative. 
The layout and colour images are also very good. Thank 
you for posting this email digital bulletin to me. Pl. Post 
future editions regularly.  
 

     Thank you so much.  
 

Jayaram Ramakrishnan 
jayaramramakrishnan8697@gmail.com 

 

mailto:kannappantvm@gmail.com
mailto:r_wamanacharya@yahoo.co.in
mailto:jayaramramakrishnan8697@gmail.com
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New Indian Issues 
 

                                                                                       

         
 
         USTAD SABRI KHAN              RAJKUMAR SHUKLA              GULABRAO MAHARAJ 
  
                                                       
                                        
                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
               Stamp Rs.5.00                          Stamp Rs.5.00                            Stamp Rs.5.00                                    
          Issued on 13.12.2018               Issued on 18.12.2018                 Issued on 19.12.2018 
 
 
 
 

NATIONAL POLICE MEMORIAL 
 

 
 

Stamps Rs.10.00 & Rs.15.00 
                                    Miniature Sheet Rs.25.00                                     

                                                             Issued on 22.12.2018                  
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           PAIKA REBELLION                   KAKAJI & PAPAJI              MAHARAJA SUHALDEV                     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                 
 
 
                  

                  Stamp Rs.5.00                               Stamp Rs.5.00                       
            Issued on 24.12.2018                    Issued on 28.12.2018                            
                                                                                                                       Stamp Rs.5.00 
                                                                                                                 Issued on 29.12.2018 
 

UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SERIES IN INDIA-I 
Hill Forts of Rajasthan 

 

 
 

Stamps Rs.5.00 x 3 & Rs.12.00 x 3 
Miniature Sheet Rs.51.00 

Issued on 29.12.2018 
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75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST FLAG HOISTING AT PORT BLAIR 
 

 
                           Image courtesy: Sankha  Samanta  

Stamps Rs.12.00 x 1, Rs.22.00 x 1 & Rs.41.00 x 1 
Miniature Sheet Rs.75.00 

                                                              Issued on 30.12.2018 
 
INDIAN FASHION-THROUGH THE AGES – SERIES 1   

 
 
                  HANDICRAFTS OF INDIA 
   

 

                 Stamps Rs.5.00 x 2, Rs.15.00 x 2                                 Stamps Rs.5.00 x 5 
                        Miniature Sheet Rs.40.00                                   Miniature Sheet Rs.25.00 
                           Issued on 31.12.2018                                       Issued on 31.12.2018    
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         Suicide Bridge 
                                                                                                                     

ILYAS PATEL    

Man is a Creator! 

Man is a Destroyer! 

Man is a Defamer! 

 

      "Our THEME is man's conception and creation of bridges. We want to review for you the story of bridges, 
not as a dry recital of span length or structural principles or erection details, but rather as a heart stirring narrative 
of high adventure and deep dramatic interest. We want to give you a glimpse into the drama, the romance the 
poetry of bridge building. We want to tell you of men's dreams of their faith, of their struggles, of their tragedies, 
and of their glorious victories. We want you to visualize the story of bridges as an epic of human vision and 
courage, high hopes and disappointments, heroic efforts and inspiring achievements. We want you to picture 
the attainment of greater and greater spans, not as a matter of routine development, but as man's frontline battle 
to force outward the challenging barrier that separates his efforts from the "impossible." 
          

Extracts from Prologue of 
         Steinman and Watson (1957) 

                       

 

      From simple log to aesthetically elegant Cable-Stayed bridges of the present day, there is an effort by every 
planner, designer and builder to make a bridge pleasant in its look and aesthetically elegant in its appearance 
instead of a mere structure. With environmental consciousness, efforts are also made to make it environmentally 
friendly with matching colours and design. So, there is every effort to make a bridge a beautiful structure and a 
monument for generations to come. And of course, there are now several bridges that have earned a credit of 
“Beautiful Bridge”. On the other, there are several bridges that have now earned a dubious name of “Suicide 
Bridge”. Thus, man as a creator have now started to defame his own creation. Historically, man a creator of 
bridges, have played a role of destroyer of bridges during wars and unrest. It was common during those days of 
feudatory wars. But to defame a bridge with frequent incidents of committing suicide from one bridge is of new 
origin. The author does not have any historical record when and where first suicide was committed and on which 
bridge. But the author believes that committing suicide is of recent origin of late 20 th century as expectations with 
life is increasing with modern demands.  
 
      The author is not sure but believes that medically or psychologically it is very difficult to establish why 
someone commits a suicide. In any one’s life, distress moments do come and go but what leads to commit 

Lifesaver ring tied to bridge 

railing. 

Source: www.ebay.com 
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suicide is very difficult to judge. It is believed that the tendency to commit a suicide is generated in one’s mind 
for a few seconds only and if one is able to pass that crucial moments, it can be avoided easily.  The present 
article discusses few magnificent and monumental bridges that have earned a dubious name as “Suicide 
Bridge”. 
 
Suicide Bridge 
 
      A suicide bridge is a bridge used frequently to die by suicide, most typically by jumping off and into the water 
or ground below. A fall from the height of a tall bridge into water may be fatal, although people have survived 
jumps from high bridges such as the Golden Gate Bridge. Medical examiners at the Golden Gate Bridge state 
that jumpers suffer a gruesome death as their bodies hit the water at about 120 km/h, with severe organ damage 
(multiple ruptured organs) and broken necks, pelvises, etc. To reach such locations, those with the intention to 
die by suicide must often walk long distances to reach the point where they finally decide to jump. For example, 
some individuals have traveled over the San Francisco–Oakland Bay Bridge by car in order to jump from the 
Golden Gate Bridge.  
 
      Some famous bridges are creepy suicide magnets. They garnered the nickname of Suicide Bridge due to 
the number of suicides and attempted suicides since their completion. Some of the bridges in this list have been 
the site of hundreds of suicides, most typically by jumping off and into the water or ground below. Due this fact, 
most of the bridges are erecting a suicide barrier. 
 
      In USA, the Golden Gate Bridge (San Francisco), with more than 1,600 suicides after its opening in 1937 is 
ranked as the most fatal standing structure in North America. The George Washington Memorial Bridge (Seattle) 
is the second deadliest suicide bridge in the USA, with more than 230 suicides, averaging around 10 per year 
and a record of 18 in 2012. The third in the list is the San Diego-Coronado Bridge (California) with more than 
200 suicides between 1972 and 2000). The fourth is the Sunshine Skyway Bridge (Florida) where at least 130 
people have committed suicide by jumping from the center span into the waters of Tampa Bay since the opening 
in 1987. The top 9 list is completed with the Cold Spring Canyon Arch Bridge (California) with 55 jumps; the 
Colorado Street Bridge (California); the Wissahickon Memorial Bridge (Pennsylvania), the Eads Bridge, 
(Missouri and Illinois) which has seen 18 suicides and the New River Gorge Bridge (West Virginia). 
 
      Around the world, the Chinese Nanjing Yangtze River Bridge opened in 1968, has the highest number of 
suicides: more than 2,000 from 1968 to 2006. But there are more famous suicide bridges: the Nusle Bridge, built 
in 1973, in Prague (Czech Republic) with more than 300 suicides. 88 suicides since the construction in 1971 
jumped from the Van Stadens Bridge, near Port Elizabeth (South Africa). In Australia, the most notorious suicide 
bridges are the Sydney Harbour Bridge (Sydney), the Mooney Mooney Bridge (on the Central Coast), and the 
Westgate Bridge (Melbourne). In Canada, the Jacques Cartier Bridge (Montreal) saw an average of 10 suicides 
a year until 2004, when a suicide prevention barrier was installed. The Prince Edward Viaduct (Toronto) was 
ranked as the second most fatal standing structure in North America with nearly 500 suicides by 2003, when a 
barrier was completed. The Bosphorus Bridge (Istanbul) has more than 100 suicide attempts annually. 
 
      In United Kingdom, there’s a long list of suicide bridges: the Clifton Suspension Bridge (Bristol), opened in 
1864, with 500 deaths from jumping; the Hornsey Lane Bridge (London); the Humber Bridge (Hull) where more 
than 200 incidents have been recorded since opening in 1981 and the Itchen Bridge (Southampton) with more 
than 50 suicides since opening in 1977. Erskine Bridge (Scotland) ranks an estimated 15 suicides a year. 
 
Most popular locations 
 
      Nanjing Yangtze River Bridge, Nanjing, China — more than 2,000 suicides from 1968 to 2006 
Golden Gate Bridge, California, United States — more than 1,500 suicides 
Prince Edward Viaduct, Toronto, Ontario — 492 suicides before the Luminous Veil, a barrier of 9,000 steel rods, 
was constructed. 
 
Aokigahara forest, Mount Fuji, Japan — up to 105 suicides a year; one source cites as the second most popular 
spot.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suicide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Gate_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Francisco%E2%80%93Oakland_Bay_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nanjing_Yangtze_River_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nanjing,_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Gate_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California,_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_Edward_Viaduct
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toronto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ontario
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luminous_Veil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aokigahara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Fuji
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japan
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      Exact numbers of victims are sometimes difficult to determine, as many jurisdictions and media 
agencies have ceased collecting statistics and reporting suicides at common sites, in the belief that the reporting 
may encourage others. 
 

         
Views of the Nanjing Yangtze River Bridge (a and b on stamps, and c on currency note) 

 
      The Nanjing Yangtze River Bridge is a double-decked road-rail truss bridge across the Yangtze 
River between Pukou and Xiaguan in Nanjing, China. Its upper deck is part of China National Highway 104, 
spanning 4,588 metres. Its lower deck, with a double-track railway, is 6,772 metres long, and completes 
the Beijing-Shanghai Railway, which had been divided by the Yangtze for decades. Its right bridge consists of 
nine piers, with the maximum span of 160 metres and the total length of 1,576 metres. The bridge carries 
approximately 80,000 vehicles and 190 trains per day. 
 
      The bridge was completed and open for traffic in 1968. It was the third bridge over the Yangtze after 
the Wuhan Yangtze River Bridge and the Chongqing Baishatuo Yangtze River Bridge. It was the first heavy 
bridge designed and built using Chinese expertise.  
 
      Suicide site: According to state media, the Nanjing Yangtze River Bridge surpassed the Golden Gate 
Bridge as the most frequent suicide site in the world, with more than 2,000 suicides estimated by 2006. 
 

                                  
Magnificent views of Golden Gate Bridge on US postal stationary cards 

 

 
Golden Gate Bridge – 1969 US meter. 

 
      The Golden Gate Bridge is a suspension bridge spanning the Golden Gate, the one-mile-wide 
(1.6 km) strait connecting San Francisco Bay and the Pacific Ocean. The structure links the American city 
of San Francisco, California – the northern tip of the San Francisco Peninsula – to Marin County, carrying 
both U.S. Route 101 and California State Route 1 across the strait. The bridge is one of the most internationally 
recognized symbols of San Francisco, California, and the United States. It has been declared as one of 
the Wonders of the Modern World by the American Society of Civil Engineers.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jurisdiction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Media_agency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Media_agency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statistics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bridge#Double-decked_bridges
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_road-rail_bridges
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Truss_bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yangtze_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yangtze_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pukou
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xiaguan_District
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nanjing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China_National_Highway_104
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Double_track
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beijing-Shanghai_Railway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wuhan_Yangtze_River_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chongqing_Baishatuo_Yangtze_River_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Gate_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Gate_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suspension_bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Gate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strait
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Francisco_Bay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Structure
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Francisco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Francisco_Peninsula
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marin_County,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Route_101_in_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_State_Route_1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wonders_of_the_Modern_World
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Society_of_Civil_Engineers
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      The Frommer's travel guide describes the Golden Gate Bridge as "possibly the most beautiful, certainly the 
most photographed, bridge in the world." At the time of its opening in 1937, it was both the longest and 
the tallest suspension bridge in the world, with a main span of 1,280 m and a total height of 227 m. 
 
      The Golden Gate Bridge is the second-most used suicide site/suicide bridge in the world, after the Nanjing 
Yangtze River Bridge. The deck is about 75 m above the water. After a fall of four seconds, jumpers hit the water 
at around 120 km/h. Most of the jumpers die from impact trauma. About 5% of the jumpers survive the initial 
impact but generally drown or die of hypothermia in the cold water.  
 
      After years of debate and over an estimated 1,500 deaths, suicide barriers began to be installed in April 
2017. Construction will take approximately four years at a cost of over $200 million.  
 
 
Suicides 
 

 
 
      As a suicide prevention initiative, this sign promotes a special telephone available on the bridge that 
connects to a crisis hotline. 
 
 
Prince Edward Viaduct 
 

               
          (a) Prince Edward Viaduct            (b) Luminous Veil, view from on bridge              (c) Viaduct at Night 

 
        (Only photo illustration, source: Google image) 

 

      The Prince Edward Viaduct System, commonly referred to as the Bloor Viaduct, is the name of a truss 
arch bridge system in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, that connects Bloor Street East, on the west side of the system, 
with Danforth Avenue on the east. The system includes the Rosedale Valley phase (a smaller structure, referred 
to as the Rosedale Valley Bridge, carrying Bloor Street over the Rosedale Ravine) and the Sherbourne Phase, 
an embankment built to extend Bloor Street East to the Rosedale Ravine from Sherbourne Street. The Don 
Valley phase of the system, the most recognizable, spans the Don River Valley, crossing over (from west to 
east) the Bayview Avenue Extension, the Don River, and the Don Valley Parkway. 
 
      The roadway has five lanes (three eastbound and two westbound) with a bicycle lane in each 
direction. The subway level connects Broadview Station in the east with Castle Frank and Sherbourne Stations 
to the west. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frommer%27s
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_longest_suspension_bridge_spans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_tallest_bridges
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_suicide_sites
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suicide_bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nanjing_Yangtze_River_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nanjing_Yangtze_River_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jumper_(suicide)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trauma_(medicine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drown
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypothermia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suicide_prevention
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crisis_hotline
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Truss_arch_bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Truss_arch_bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toronto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bloor_Street
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Danforth_Avenue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castle_Frank_Brook
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosedale,_Toronto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Embankment_(transportation)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sherbourne_Street,_Toronto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don_River_(Ontario)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bayview_Avenue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don_Valley_Parkway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toronto_subway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broadview_(TTC)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castle_Frank_(TTC)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sherbourne_(TTC)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Suicidemessageggb01252006.JPG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Prince_Edward_Viaduct.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:PrinceEdwardViaductLuminousVeil_2005-10-01.jpeg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Prince_Edward_Viaduct_at_night.jpg
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Luminous Veil 
 
      Over time, the Prince Edward Viaduct became a magnet for suicide, falling bodies posing risk to the traffic 
underneath. With nearly 500 suicides by 2003, the viaduct ranked as the second most fatal standing structure 
in North America, after the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco. At its peak in 1997, the suicide rate averaged 
one person every 22 days. In 1957, a child also climbed onto the railing, fell accidentally while walking along it.  
 
      The suicides and safety risks prompted the construction of a barrier in 2003, though it was first approved 
by Toronto City Council in 1998 and delayed because of concerns about funding; during that time, the viaduct 
was the site of an estimated 48 to 60 suicides.  The barrier was called the Luminous Veil. Designed by architect 
Dereck Revington and engineers at Halcrow Yolles and completed in 2003, the Luminous Veil consists of over 
9,000 steel rods, 12.7 cm apart and 5 m high, stretched to cantilevered girders. The tensile structure was difficult 
to analyse and required several tests at the University of Toronto. Initially, cost prohibited the planned lighting 
to be installed on the top horizontal member. The lighting installation was completed in July 2015. The Luminous 
Veil received a Canadian Architect Award of Excellence in 1999.  
 
      A 2010 study found that though the barrier prevented suicide attempts from the Viaduct, overall rates of 
suicide by jumping for the city of Toronto have not changed since its construction. 
 

      
                             (a) Two views of Forth Road Bridge                                     (b) Clifton Suspension bridge 
 

      The Forth Road Bridge is a suspension bridge in east central Scotland. The bridge opened in 1964 and at 
the time was the largest suspension bridge in the world outside the USA. The bridge spans the Firth of Forth, 
connecting Edinburgh, at Queensferry, to Fife, at North Queensferry. It replaced a centuries-old ferry service to 
carry vehicular traffic, cyclists and pedestrians across the Forth; railway crossings were made by the 
nearby Forth Bridge, opened in 1890. 
 
      The Clifton Suspension Bridge is a suspension bridge spanning the Avon Gorge and the River Avon, 
linking Clifton in Bristol to Leigh Woods in North Somerset. Since opening in 1864, it has been a toll bridge; the 
income from which provides funds for its maintenance. The bridge is built to a design by William Henry 
Barlow and John Hawkshaw, based on an earlier design by Isambard Kingdom Brunel. It is a grade I listed 
building and forms part of the B3129 road. 
 
      The Clifton Suspension Bridge is well known as a suicide bridge and is fitted with plaques that advertise the 
telephone number of The Samaritans. Between 1974 and 1993, 127 people fell to their deaths from the bridge. 
In 1998 barriers were installed on the bridge to prevent people jumping. In four years, after the barrier 
installation, the suicide rate reduced from eight deaths per year to four. Nicolette Powell, the wife of UK rhythm 
and blues singer Georgie Fame, formerly the Marchioness of Londonderry, committed suicide from the bridge 
on 13 August 1993. 
 
 

      
                               The Bosphorus Bridge                                     The Humber Bridge – GB 1970 postmark 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suicide_bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Gate_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Francisco,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toronto_City_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suspension_bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Belt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Firth_of_Forth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edinburgh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Queensferry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fife
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Queensferry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forth_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suspension_bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avon_Gorge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Avon,_Bristol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clifton,_Bristol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bristol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leigh_Woods,_Somerset
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Somerset
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toll_bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Henry_Barlow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Henry_Barlow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Hawkshaw
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isambard_Kingdom_Brunel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Listed_building
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Listed_building
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suicide_bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samaritans_(charity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suicide_barrier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgie_Fame
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marquess_of_Londonderry
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      The Bosphorus Bridge, known officially as the 15 July Martyrs Bridge and unofficially as the First Bridge, 
is one of the three suspension bridges spanning the Bosphorus strait  in Istanbul, Turkey, thus 
connecting Europe and Asia (alongside Fatih Sultan Mehmet Bridge and Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge). The 
bridge extends between Ortaköy (in Europe) and Beylerbeyi (in Asia).  It is a gravity-anchored suspension 
bridge with steel towers and inclined hangers. The aerodynamic deck hangs on zigzag steel cables. It is 1,560 m 
long with a deck width of 33.40 m. The distance between the towers (main span) is 1,074 m and the total height 
of the towers is 165 m. The clearance of the bridge from sea level is 64 m. 
 
      The Humber Bridge, near Kingston upon Hull, East Riding of Yorkshire, England, is a 2,220-metre single-
span suspension bridge, which opened to traffic on 24 June 1981. When it was opened, it was the longest of its 
type in the world; it was not surpassed until 1998, with the completion of the Akashi Kaikyō Bridge, and it is now 
the eighth-longest. It spans the Humber, (the estuary formed by the rivers Trent and Ouse), between Barton-
upon-Humber on the south bank and Hessle on the north bank, thereby connecting the East Riding of 
Yorkshire and North Lincolnshire. When it opened in 1981, both sides of the bridge were in the non-metropolitan 
county of Humberside, until its dissolution in 1996. The bridge can be seen for miles around and from as far 
as Patringtonin the East Riding of Yorkshire and out to sea miles off the East Yorkshire coast. It is a Grade I 
listed building. 
 
      More than 200 incidents of people jumping or falling from the bridge have taken place since it was opened 
in 1981; only five have survived. Between 1990 and February 2001 the Humber Rescue Team launched its boat 
64 times to deal with people falling or jumping off the bridge. Notable incidents include the cases of a West 
Yorkshire woman and her two-year-old daughter who fell off the bridge in 2005, a mother who killed herself and 
her 12-year-old son with Fragile X Syndrome in April 2006, and that of a man jumping from the bridge to his 
death on the A63 road below in September 2006. 
 
      As a result, plans were announced on 26 December 2009 to construct a suicide barrier along the walkways 
of the bridge; design constraints were cited as the reason for non-implementation before this time. 
 
Prevention 
 
      Suicide prevention advocates believe that suicide by bridge is more likely to be impulsive than other means, 
and that barriers can have a significant effect on reducing the incidence of suicides by bridge. One study showed 
that installing barriers on the Duke Ellington Bridge in Washington, D.C.—which has a high incidence of 
suicide—did not cause an increase of suicides at the nearby Taft Bridge. A similar result was seen when barriers 
were erected on the popular suicide bridge: the Clifton Suspension Bridge, in the United Kingdom. Families 
affected and groups that help the mentally ill have lobbied governments to erect similar barriers. One such barrier 
is the Luminous Veil on the Prince Edward Viaduct in Toronto, Canada, once considered North America's 
second deadliest bridge, with over 400 jumps on record.  
 
      Special telephones with connections to crisis hotlines are sometimes installed on bridges. 
 
Examples:  Australia 

 

                         
             Sydney Harbour Bridge – maxicard                                   Free telephones linked to suicide  
                                                                              prevention hotline installed at the Story Bridge footpath in Brisbane 
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      The Sydney Harbour Bridge, the Mooney Bridge on the Central Coast (New South Wales), and 
the Westgate Bridge in Melbourne, Australia and the Story Bridge in Brisbane are considered suicide bridges. 
Sydney Harbour Bridge has a suicide prevention barrier. In February 2009, following the murder of a four-year-
old girl who was thrown off the bridge by her father, the first stage of a temporary suicide barrier was erected on 
Westgate Bridge, constructed of concrete crash barriers topped with a welded mesh fence. The permanent 
barrier has now been completed throughout the span of the bridge. The barriers are costed at $20 million and 
have been reported to have reduced suicide rates on the Westgate by 85%. 
 
Canada 
 

          
                           Two views of the Jacques Cartier Bridge (a) stamp and (b) Back of block of 4 

 
      The High Level Bridge (Edmonton) in Edmonton, Alberta, is considered a suicide bridge. The number of 
deaths occurred from the bridge is unknown, but there have been at least 25 in total, with 10 being from 2012-
2013. There have also been many failed attempts at the bridge. A suicide prevention barrier has been installed 
along with signage and support phone lines.  
 
      The Jacques Cartier Bridge in Montreal, Quebec, is considered a suicide bridge. In 2004, a suicide 
prevention barrier was installed. Until then the bridge saw an average of 10 suicides a year.  
 
      The Prince Edward Viaduct, commonly referred to as the Bloor Viaduct, in Toronto, Ontario, was considered 
a suicide bridge. With nearly 500 suicides by 2003, the Viaduct was ranked as the second most fatal standing 
structure in North America, after the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco. Suicides dropped to zero after a 
barrier was completed in 2003. 
 
      The Lethbridge Viaduct in Lethbridge, Alberta, also known as the High Level Bridge, locally known as the 
Deathbridge, is considered a suicide bridge. It is unknown how many deaths have occurred at the bridge in its 
107 year long history. Suicide prevention signage has been installed at the entrance to the bridge, however no 
further prevention program is in development.  
 
      The Angus L. Macdonald Bridge in Halifax, Nova Scotia, has been used for suicide attempts. As of 2010, 
safety barriers have been installed across the full length of the pedestrian walkway. 
 
Czech Republic 
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      About 300 people have jumped to their death from the Nusle Bridge, in Prague, Czech Republic. Barriers 
almost 3 metres high were erected here in 1997 with an aim to prevent further jumps. In 2007, the fencing was 
topped off with a 3-foot-wide strip (0.91 m) of polished metal to make it impossible to climb.  
 
South Africa 
 
      88 people have jumped to their death from the Van Stadens Bridge, near Port Elizabeth, Eastern 
Cape, South Africa. A barrier has since been installed. 
 
South Korea 
 
      The Mapo Bridge in Seoul, South Korea has been used for suicides frequently, leading to its nicknames of 
"Suicide Bridge" and "The Bridge of Death". South Korean authorities have tried to counter this by nicknaming 
the bridge "The Bridge of Life" and posting reassuring messages on the ledges.  
 

 
 

      As a suicide prevention initiative, this sign on the Mapo Bridge in Seoul, South Korea displays reassuring 
messages to potential suicide victims. The phrase on this particular handrail pictured reads: "The wind is really 
nice."  
 
United Kingdom 
 
      The Clifton Suspension Bridge in Bristol was designed by Isambard Kingdom Brunel, and was opened in 
1864. Since then, it has gained a reputation as a suicide bridge, with over 500 deaths from jumping. It has 
plaques that advertise the telephone number of The Samaritans. In 1998, the bridge was fitted with suicide 
barriers, which halved the suicide rate in the years following. CCTV is also installed on the bridge. 
 
      A notable suicide bridge in London is the Hornsey Lane Bridge, which passes over Archway Road and 
connects the Highgate and Crouch End areas. The bridge provides views of notable landmarks such 
as St. Paul's Cathedral, The Gherkin and The Shard. It was the venue for the mental illness campaign 
group Mad Pride's inaugural vigil in 2000, and was the subject of Johnny Burke's 2006 film The Bridge. When, 
at the end of 2010, three men in three weeks committed suicide by jumping from the bridge, a campaign was 
set up by local residents for better anti-suicide measures to be put in place. In October 2015 Islington Council 
and Haringey Council approved Transport for London's plans to construction a safety fence.  
 
      At the Humber Bridge in Hull More than 200 incidents of people jumping or falling from the bridge have taken 
place since opening in 1981. Between 1990 and February 2001 the Humber Rescue Team was called 64 times 
to deal with people falling or jumping off the bridge. 
 
      Another notable suicide bridge is Itchen Bridge in Southampton, situated over the mouth of the Itchen at its 
convergence with the Test. The Itchen Bridge has seen over 200 suicides since opening and 
a Samaritans notice and intercom have been installed. 
 
United States 
 
     The Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco has the second highest number of suicides in the world, after 
the Nanjing Yangtze River Bridge, with around 1,600 bodies having been recovered as of 2012, and the 
assumption of many more unconfirmed deaths. In 2004, documentary filmmaker Eric Steel set off controversy 
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by revealing that he had tricked the bridge committee into allowing him to film the Golden Gate for months and 
had captured 23 suicides on film for his documentary The Bridge (2006). In March 2005, San Francisco 
supervisor Tom Ammiano proposed funding a study on erecting a suicide barrier on the bridge. In June 2014, a 
suicide barrier was approved for the Golden Gate Bridge.  
 
      In Seattle, Washington, more than 230 people have died by suicide from the George Washington Memorial 
Bridge, making it the second deadliest suicide bridge in the United States. In a span of a decade ending in 
January 2007, nearly 50 people jumped to their deaths, nine in 2006. At a cost of $5,000,000, a suicide barrier 
was completed on February 16, 2011. 
 

                
George Washington Memorial Bridge and suicide hotline on the Bridge 

 
      The San Diego-Coronado Bridge is the third-deadliest suicide bridge in the United States, followed by 
the Sunshine Skyway Bridgein St. Petersburg, Florida.  
 
      The Cold Spring Canyon Arch Bridge along State Route 154 in Santa Barbara County, California has seen 
55 jumps by suicide since opening in 1964, including 7 in 2009. A proposal to install a barrier on this bridge in 
2005 led to the completion of a safety barrier/fence in March, 2012.  
 
      Colorado Street Bridge in Pasadena, California, has also seen barriers erected. 
 
      During the mid-20th century in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the Wissahickon Memorial Bridge had a 
policeman stationed after it opened because of the numerous suicides taking place.  
 

              
                                      Eads Bridge                                  New River Gorge Bridge – 2005 US postmark 

 
      In recent years, the Eads Bridge, connecting St. Louis, Missouri and East St. Louis, Illinois, has seen several 
suicides, approximately 18 since its re-opening. 
 
      Cornell University has had a number of suicides by jumping from the bridges over the gorges in the campus 
from the 1970s to 2010. 
 
      New River Gorge Bridge in Fayetteville, West Virginia 
 
      Suicide Bridge Road is located just off Maryland Route 14 near the town of Secretary, Maryland. 
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      The Natchez Trace Parkway Bridge in Franklin, Tennessee is a suicide bridge that is the site of at least 30 
successful suicides since 1993, as of January 2018. 
 
Lover's Leap 
 
      Lover's Leap, or (in plural) Lovers' Leap, is a toponym given to a number of locations of varying height, 
usually isolated, with the risk of a fatal fall and the possibility of a deliberate jump. Legends of romantic tragedy 
are often associated with a Lovers' Leap.  
 

 
A scenic view of the New River Valley from Lovers' Leap 

at Hawk's Nest State Park, Ansted, West Virginia. 
 
Legends: United States 
 
      The Lovers' Leap at Hawks Nest State Park in the town of Ansted, West Virginia, along the historic Midland 
Trail, has a drop of 178 m from a high cliff overlooking the New River Gorge. The promontory was named 
"Lovers' Leap" by settlers, and has acquired a legend involving two young Native Americans from different 
tribes.  
 
      Blowing Rock Mountain, outside Blowing Rock, North Carolina, has a similar legend of a young lover leaping 
from the cliff and instead of plunging to his death, is saved. In this version the lover is saved by the blowing wind 
which sends him back into the arms of his sweetheart.  
 
      Wills Mountain has a Lovers' Leap overlooking Cumberland Narrows on the west side of Cumberland, 
Maryland. It is 1,652 feet (504 m) above sea level and made up of oddly squared projections of rock from its top 
all the way down to the National Road (U.S. Route 40) below. The city of Cumberland and the surrounding states 
of Pennsylvania and West Virginia may be seen from this point. 
 
      Mark Twain in Life on the Mississippi writes: "There are fifty Lover's Leaps along the Mississippi from whose 
summit disappointed Indian girls have jumped. Princess Winona is one such legend, in which the daughter of 
a Dakota chief leaps to her death rather than marry a suitor she does not love. Maiden Rock, Wisconsin, is one 
site for the Winona legend, though other locations include Winona Falls in Pennsylvania, Camden County, 
Missouri and Cameron Park in Waco, Texas. 
 
Suicide tourism 
 
      With development of tourism industry worldwide, along with adventure tourism, a new tourism known as 
Suicide Tourism is also evolved. Suicide tourism, or euthanasia tourism, is the practice of potential suicide 
candidates travelling to a jurisdiction to commit assisted suicide or suicide. In some jurisdictions, assisted 
suicide is legal. This topic is beyond the scope of author’s philatelic write up to discuss it any further. 
 
References:  
 

Patel I. A. – Bridges through Philately, unpublished manuscript, 2015. 
Steinman D.B. and Watson S.R. – Bridges and their Builders, Dover Publications, New York, 1957, pp 401. 
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This philatelic article is prepared using information available at following web sites namely; 
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https://m.sfgate.com/news/article/Golden-Gate-Bridge-suicide-lethal-beauty-2562269.php 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_suicide_sites 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lover%27s_Leap 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nanjing_Yangtze_River_Bridge 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Gate_Bridge 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_Edward_Viaduct 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clifton_Suspension_Bridge 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humber_Bridge 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suicide_tourism 
https://www.dangerousroads.org/rankings23/6117-suicide-bridges.html 

 
Acknowledgment: This philatelic article is prepared with no commercial motive. Just to spread knowledge of philately 

only. All philatelic images are from author’s personal collection. All photo images are taken from Google image. The author 
thankfully acknowledges all sources of information and references. 
 

 
News in Brief 

 
4TH PHILATELY WORKSHOP IN SCHOOLS OF NOIDA, UTTAR PRADESH 
 
      In the year 2018, so far three philately workshops were conducted at the schools of NOIDA, Uttar Pradesh.  The schools 
were Delhi Public School, NOIDA, The Khaitan School, NOIDA and Cambridge School, NOIDA. 
 
      In continuation of the series of conducting philately workshops for school students in NOIDA, recently another (4 th) 
philately workshop was organized at Delhi Public School, Greater NOIDA by the Ghaziabad Division of Department of Post, 
Government of India.    
 

           
 

      Smt. Renu Chaturvedi, Principal of the school welcomed the officials from the Department of Post. While addressing 
the students, she said that such workshop on philately would give an insight to this interesting hobby and would enhance 
their knowledge. The workshop was attended by about 80 students of classes VI and VII who were interested in Philately 
as a hobby. 
 
      Shri. Kumar Biswas, Energy Philatelist, conducted the workshop. Through an interactive PowerPoint presentation he 
took the children to a fascinating world of philately. Students were told about the history of stamps, including the first stamp 
of the world - Penny Black. My Stamp, where one could have their personalized stamp was the star attraction. The workshop 
also guided the students about how to begin the hobby of philately, ways of collection of various stamps – country collection, 
thematic or topical philately etc. 
 
      The workshop concluded with a short quiz on philately with instant prizes for the winners. The workshop was an 
enriching experience for the participating students. Philately is not only the ‘Hobby of Kings’, but also hobby of children. 

 
Courtesy: Kumar Biswas, Energy Philatelist   
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NEW OFFICE BEARERS FOR SIPA 
 

      The General Body meeting of South India Philatelists’ Association (SIPA), Chennai, convened during December, 
2018, elected its new office bearers for 2018-21 as follows: 
 

 
 

President : Mr G Amarchand 
 

Immediate Past President : Mr G Balakrishna Das 
 

Vice Presidents : 
 

1. Mr Roland Nelson 
2. Mr Anil Kumar Reddy 
 

Secretary : Mr Mahesh Parekh  
 

Jt. Secretary : Mr Dilip Saboo 
 

Treasurer : Mr C G Bhaskar 

Committee Members : 
 

1. Mr Anup Kumar Goyal 
2. Mr G Rammohan 
3. Mr Mitesh Mehta 
4. Mr Balasundaram 
5. Mr Prakash Galada 
6. Mr S Lakshmanan 
7. Mr N Vignesh 
8. Mr MVN Murthy  
9. Mr Viresh Bansal 
10. Mr P Sridharan 
 

Courtesy: MAPNA   

 
PHILATELIC WORKSHOP AT DELHI PUBLIC SCHOOL 
 

 
 
      A Philatelic Workshop was conducted at Delhi Public School on 7th 
December, 2018. Col. Dutta and Dr.(Mrs) Anjali Dutta took classes for 
the children. More than 30 students participated in the workshop. 

 
                             

  Courtesy: Deccan Philatelic Society 

 



 

  Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. II, Issue No.35/January, 2019 19 

 

NEW FIP (Fédération Internationale de Philatélie) BOARD 
 
      Mr Bernard Beston,FAP, FRPSL of Australia has been elected as the new FIP President, together with a new Vice-
President for Asia, Dr Prakob Chirakiti (Thailand) and a new Director for Asia, Mr Richard Tan Eng Chuan (Singapore), 
during the 75th FIP Congress held on December 2, 2018, in conjunction with THAILAND 2018 General World Stamp 
Exhibition.  

 
The new FIP Board: (from left) Messrs Richard Tan; Aldo Samamé y Samamé; Reinaldo Macedo;  

Bernard Beston, Bernard Jimenez; Prakob Chirakiti and Yigal Nathaniel. 
 

Courtesy: FIP 

 
FIRST FLIGHT COVER RELEASED 
 
     A First flight cover was released by the Coimbatore Postal Division on 5th December 2018 in connection with the 
introduction of a non-stop Air India Flight between Coimbatore and New Delhi. 
 
     This cover was carried by SSPO Coimbatore, Dr. 
Sudhir Gopal Jakhere on the inaugural flight at 01:00 
hours on 1st December 2018.  The back side of the cover 
has a date cancellation from APTMO New Delhi.  The 
cover is printed using UV spot marking printing technology 
to make it more visually appealing. It was released in 
Coimbatore during the Circle Cultural Meet 2018 of Tamil 
Nadu Circle by Shri D.Ambesh Upmanyu, Postmaster 
General of Western Region in presence of Coimbatore 
Airport Director Shri R.Mahalingam, Airport Authority of 
India. Air India and Coimbatore Postal Division were 
instrumental in bringing out this first flight cover. 
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Association News 

 
      A philatelic exhibition named POSTPEX was conducted for the employees and their family members of Postal 
Department at Bengaluru. Our life member Mr.Gireesh Kumar and his sons Master Sreeram G R and Master Abhiram G R 
won following awards.  Congratulations. 

 

Mr. Gireesh Kumar                                            

Large Silver: 
Sobriquets Through  
Indian Stamps                            

                              
Bronze:   
Postage Stamps of 
Travancore State 

 

Master Sreeram G R 

Vermeil: 
Indian Philately Honours 
Award Winners 
 

Diploma: 
Indian Stamps of Famous 
Indians with Their Signture 
 

 

Master Abhiram G R 
 
Bronze:  
National and International 
Days 

 

India Abroad 
 
      The following Gandhi stamps have been released during 2018 by different countries (list incomplete) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marshall Islands 
Issued on 21.12.2018 

 

      

                      
                      Brazil                                 Tunisia 

Liberia 
Issued on12.05.2018 

 

 
Korea 

                               Issued on 20.07.2018 
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STAMP TALK – 2 (Part - 2 of 2) 
by PENNY BLACK 
THE FORGOTTEN PERSONALITY OF INNOVATIVE PHILATELY 

 

 

Prof. Dr. Vra. Saathappan 
Professor of Civil Engineering, VJEC, Chemperi, Kerala-670632 

      Good morning friend 
 
      Hope you are fine and in good health. 
 
      Wish you a Happy New Year 2019. May this new year bring you good time in stamp collection, get good 
opportunities to exhibit your collections and get gifted with prizes for your hard and smart work.  
 
      We shall pray to the almighty that this year, let the world countries issue stamps at affordable prices, in 
existing and new themes so that we do not lose hope in philately and keep our philatelic sprits at an higher 
altitude and give us an attitude to praise and add feathers to the cap of our country, India. Although I am British, 
my author belongs to India. So India is our country. Is it correct? 
 
      Okay. Now let’s come back to the place from where we 
terminated the last bulletin while we were keen in knowing about 
the success story of Mr. Burt Kerr Todd. Mr. Todd was overjoyed 
after selling more than 2 Lakhs sets of the world’s first 3-D stamps. 
He wanted to credit Bhutan with more innovative stamp issues and 
mobilise funds through sales for developing the infrastructure of 
Bhutan. 
 
      His next venture was printing stamps on a purposefully made 
material which looked like a thin cardboard which is stiffer and 
stronger than a cardboard of that thickness. Multicolour printing 
which replicated the paintings of famous painters Van Gogh, Millet, 
Monet and Corot were printed on the cardboard. When you feel the 
surface of the stamp with your finger, you will be astonished. You 
can feel the real ups and downs of the brush strokes of the real 
painting. In addition, you can feel the bas-relief effect. Relief is the 
projection of sculpture from a background. Bas-relief is a ‘low-relief’ 
(small projection), that has less depth to the faces and figures than 
they actually have, when measured proportionately (to scale). 
Haut-relief is ‘high-relief’, where the projections are to scale. 
 
      In the first stamp of 2.50 Nu in the shown miniature sheet, the 
profile of the two persons standing, is slightly projected from the 
surface. You can feel with the finger or tilt the stamp slightly towards 
light to see the projection. This stamp was a little fancy from the 
even surfaced paper stamps. Due to the issue of 3-D stamps,  
Bhutan was well known now to philatelists. So there wasn’t much 
difficulty for Mr. Todd in selling them.   
 
      My author doubts that this cardboard material used may be 
related to the newspaper printing sector where multiple thousands 
of copies are printed within hours using a temporary lead plate 
prepared through a mould. The mould is prepared from the type set 
for the newspaper to be printed. The cardboard material used by 
Mr. Todd, seems to exhibit the same characteristics of the material 
used for the mould.  Anyhow, it was an excellent thinking of Mr. 
Todd. 

 
Miniature sheet of the first brush stroke, bas-relief 

stamps issued on 08-07-1968 

 
Stamp with a Bas-relief of Queens head, 1 of the 6 
stamps issued in 2017 by Britain to Commemorate 
50 years of the first Machin Definitive stamp in 1967 

 

Haut-relief deities at Khajuraho, Chhatarpur,     

Madhya Pradesh, India.(Projections are to scale) 
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      There were 4 issues of cardboard / bas-relief stamps  from 
1968 to 1972. The above  mentioned  issue  consists of 4 
paintings of 4 sets with 16 different face values and 4 miniature 
sheets of 4 stamps in each sheet. Next issue on 6th May 1970, 
eight different flower paintings of Van Gogh, Redon, Renoir, 
Kuroda, Monet, La Tour and Oudot were printed in 2 sets of 16 
different face values  and 4 miniature sheet with 4 stamps in each. 
Third issue was on 29th Jan. 1972 with 4 stamps of famous 
paintings of Renoir, Monet (H), Da Vinci and Millet (H) and the 
corresponding miniature sheet (shown). Fourth issue was on 28th 
Feb. 1972 with 4 stamps of famous paintings of Rousseau (H), 
Gaugin, Degas and Guillaumin (H) and the corresponding 
miniature sheet. Totally 40 individual stamps and 10 miniature 
sheets. 
 
      Now we are in 1968. We have to go back to 1965, a period 
before the issue of 3D stamps, for a few seconds, where 
something  important  happened.  So far all Bhutan stamps have 
been designed printed and marketed by Mr. Todd’s Bhutan Stamp 
Agency (Till March 1966, 11 normal issues with 62 stamps and 
one overprint issue with 5 stamps) Mr. Todd was more focused 
on the International philatelic market in creating revenue for 
Bhutan and was issuing more stamps of higher denominations of 
Ngultrum’s [100 Chetrum (Ch) = 1 Ngultrum (Nu) is the Bhutan 
currency). 
 
      By this time, postal traffic within Bhutan had increased 
multifold, thereby creating pressure on Bhutan P&T for more low 
denomination stamps. So on the advice of the then Indian postal 
advisor to Bhutan,    Dr. K. Ramamurti, Bhutan P&T re-issued the 
stamps of 1965, overprinted with low values facilitating its use 
within Bhutan. The overprinting was done at the India Security 
Press in Nashik, India. The same printer was used by Bhutan P&T 
from the next year 1966 to 1970 for the first regular, low value, 
non-agency definitive with the local theme of Bhutanese dzongs 
(7 stamps, 5, 10, 15, 20, 50 & 75 Ch and 1 Nu). This individual 
operation of Bhutan P&T was the outcome of its complaint that 
often the Bhutan Stamp Agency designed and printed postage 
stamps without any or enough discussion or approval of Bhutan 
P&T. A misunderstanding started surfacing out between Bhutan 
P&T and Mr. Todd’s Bhutan Stamp Agency. 
 
      Now coming back to 1969, Mr. Todd is ready with his next 
innovation. The world’s first stamp printed on a metal. On 2nd June 
1969, 12 stamps on steel foil were issued. The corresponding 6 
miniature sheets were issued on 30th June 1969.  This issue was 
perhaps a tribute to his Pittsburgh roots. A steel foil stamp 
includes a picture of a Pittsburgh mill turning the night time sky 
orange. 
 
      The back of each stamp has a printing to certify that they are 
printed on .001 steel foil from US Steel Corp. (United States Steel 
Corporation) The designs for the complete set of 12 (8 postage & 
4 air mail) were created by the Walt Disney Co. in Los Angeles, 
California, U.S.A.  Mr. Todd was working for US Steels Corp. for 
some time. 

 
Miniature sheet of the brush stroke,  

bas-relief stamps 3rd issue on 29-01-1972 

 
Stamp on Steel Foil 

History of Steel Making 
DOI: 02-06-1969  IS: 12 (H)   MS: 6 (H) 

IS Size: 55 mm x 45 mm 

 
History of Steel Making 

MS: 1 of 6        DOI: 02-06-1969 

 
Folder prepared by US Steel Corp. for  

Mr. Todd for marketing steel foil stamps 
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      For Internationally marketing the sale of these steel foil stamps, with the instructions of Mr. Todd, US Steel 
corporation created a few folders with the complete set of 12 stamps in a plastic pouch with protective sheet 
placed between each stamp to stop them from sticking together. The important thing to be noted is on the front 
page of the 8 pages folder, ‘India’ is printed after the name of ‘Bhutan’. Still Bhutan is unknown to many of the 
people, as an individual country. To identify its location the name of ‘India’ is printed. From the printing, people 
may have a feeling that Bhutan is part of India. For a better understanding, it could have been printed as ‘Bhutan, 
near India’, or ‘Bhutan, next to India’ or  ‘Bhutan, neighbour of India’ and so on to say that they are two distinct 
nations. 

 
Bhutan, 1969 - Five Thousand Years of Steel Industry imperforate colour proof sheets of 120 in issued colours on 
thick paper (740 x 535mm.), two sheets, one with "001. USS Steel Foil" backing paper, comprising of 96 stamp values 
with the six miniature sheets at the bottom, fine lot. Sold for 800 USD (United States Dollars) in an auction by Interasia 
Auctions Limited in 2016. 

 

  
Complete set of individual stamps printed on 

Silk Cloth 
DOI: 27-02-1971 

Individual Stamp Size: 70 mm x 37 mm (2 nos.) 
 Individual Stamp Size: 57 mm x 57 mm (3 nos.) 

Miniature Sheets printed on Silk Cloth 
DOI: 27-02-1971 

Imperforated and Perforated Miniature Sheet 
Miniature Sheet Size: 80 mm x 110 mm 
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Complete sheet of 10 stamps with all round 
sheet border on Silk Cloth 

      
       After the success of issuing the stamps on steel foil, the 
next innovation was Religious ‘Tanka’ paintings stamp on 
silk cloth. Mr. Todd having lots of love for Bhutanese culture 
and tradition, He chose the spiritual painting known as 
Tanka paintings as the theme to be printed on silk cloth. 
‘Tanka’ or ‘Banners’ is a Tibetan Buddhist painting on cotton 
or silk, usually depicting a Buddhist deity, scene or 
mandala, which are hung in Buddhist Temples. The set of 5 
rayon silk stamps were issued honouring His Holiness 
Jamyang Yeshey Singhay Rimpoche, late Head Lama of 
Bhutan, who attained Nirvana on 12th March 1969. 
 
      Earlier, Mr. Todd tried perforation on 3-D stamp 
miniature sheets. Here he tried perforating the miniature 
sheet, which had 3 individual stamps together (one square 
stamp and two rectangular stamps). He had adopted the 
same method and arrived with the same result. That is 
adoption of   Perce en points perforation. Present issues 
of miniature sheets on silk cloth backed by paper, has 
punched out perforation, which facilitates the easy removal 
of stamp from the miniature sheet. 
  
      This is the world’s first stamp on silk cloth, printed in 
sheets of ten stamps with a decorated sheet border all 
round and was issued on 30th September 1969.  5 values, 
15 & 75 Ch, 2, 5 & 6 Nu.  
 
      On 27-02-1971, 8 stamps and 2 miniature sheets were 
issued. It was another innovative idea of   Mr. Todd and also 
another first in the philatelic world. Plastic-heat moulded 
three dimensional stamps (pop-up stamps). These stamps 
were startling in their appearance than the three-
dimensional space stamp issue of 1967. 

 
Heat Molded Plastic Stamps 

  
History of Sculpture 

DOI: 27-02-1971 
IS: 8 (H & V)   MS: 2 (V) 
IS Size: 45 mm x 55 mm 

Famous Men 
DOI: 17-04-1972 

IS: 6 (V)   MS: 1 (V) 
IS Size: 45 mm x 5 mm 

 

      We were able to visualise the depth in the 3-D space stamps. But in this heat molded plastic stamps we 
are able to feel the three-dimensional effect with our fingers. 
 
      Using this technique, there were two issues, 
first one on the ‘History of Sculptures’. Funeral 
Mask of King Tutankhamen, Winged Bull, Head 
of Zeus, She-wolf suckling Romulus and Remus 
(H), Head of Cicero, Head of David, by 
Michelangelo, Age of Bronze. by Rodin and 
Head of Woman, by Modigliani were the first set 
of eight stamps along with 2 miniature sheets 
with 4 stamps each and the second issue was 
with 6 stamps featuring John F. Kennedy, 
Gandhi, Churchill, De Gaulle, Pope John XVIII 
and Eisenhower, on 17-04-1972 in the theme 
‘Famous Men’. The last 4 Famous Men were 
present in the miniature sheet. 

  
Heat Molded Plastic Stamps 

History of Sculpture 
DOI: 27-02-1971 

 Miniature Sheet: 1 of 2 (V) 

Heat Molded Plastic Stamps 
Famous Men 

DOI: 17-04-1972 
Miniature Sheet: 1 of 1 (V) 
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      As usual the plastic heat moulded stamps of Bhutan had a very good response among philatelists. The 
idea of using plastic would have occurred to Mr. Todd after seeing the heat moulded virgin plastic used for the 
manufacture of rattle and harmless toys for infant babies, which were very much popular during 1960’s & ‘70’s. 
A good innovative thinking by Mr. Todd. 
 
      A very large body of philatelic opinion of course, is solidly against these novelties from Bhutan. They have 
been completely accused as “gimmicks” both by philatelic societies and stamp journal editors, and they have 
been boycotted by some world catalogues, this particular boycott will be difficult to maintain now because 
Bhutan has become a member of Universal Postal Union (UPU) on 07-03-1969 and a member of the United 
Nations on 21-09-1971 as its 125th member country. 
 

                     
Perforated Rose Scented Stamps    Perf & Imperf Miniature sheets on 

Rose Scented Stamps 
 

Imperforated Rose Scented Stamps 

      The next subject was from the King’s palace. 6 different varieties of Roses from the King’s Rose garden, 
which were liked by the King Jigme Dorji Wangchuck, a good friend of Mr. Todd was selected for the next 
stamp issue on 30-01-1973. The 6 varieties were Wendy Cussons, Iceberg, Marchioness of Urquijo, Pink 
Parfit, Roslyn and Blue moon. A black colour outline, original colour of Roses with water colour was the stamp 
design and was printed in sheets of 10 stamps. The sheets were specifically coated with the unique scent 
of that particular rose which was printed on that sheet. So, the issue had 6 different rose scents and were 
the world’s first scented stamps. The printers took nearly a year to complete this project. This was before 45 
years when technology was not so advanced. The present new term for scented stamp is ‘Scratch-n-Sniff’ 
stamp. Mr. Rod Remlinger, Bhutan Stamp collector and a good friend of Mr. Todd says, "The Rose scent 
lasted over 20 years before they lost their smell." 
 
      People, who know only of Mr. Todd’s association with the Bhutan Stamp Agency, normally think of him as 
a smart American operator seeking to exploit both Bhutan and the collecting public. Such operators do exist 
in the philatelic world, but Mr. Todd isn’t one of them. His motivations are quite different and the monetary side 
of his philatelic activities are of very little concern to him because in his own right, Mr. Todd is an enormously 
wealthy man, a millionaire many times over. In any list of the hundred wealthiest and most influential families 
in the United States, Mr. Todd and his family would figure very prominently. It was due to his unbounded love 
for the country which made him mad to work for the upliftment of the country, Bhutan and raise it to the 
international standards. 
 
      The highlight of Mr. Todd’s stamp issuing program for Bhutan and the all-time wonder of the philatelic 
world “The Talking Stamps” were issued on 15th April 1973. These stamps were considered by the 
Government of Bhutan as ambassadors for the country. These tiny one-sided vinyl Phonograph Records with 
self-adhesive back, so that they could be affixed to letters, but can also be played on a standard turntable at 
33⅓ RPM and would give the listener a flavour of the Bhutanese culture, language and history. These stamps 
are listed by the Scott catalogue as 152 to 152F (Scott Catalogue-2013 under Bhutan in volume-1, on page-
1049.) 
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A copy of the new issue announcement of ‘The Talking Stamp’ folder with a real small sized record stamp affixed to it 
for creating sensation and to increase the reliability on the stamp issue program. This folder image was taken from the 

internet.  There are also folders available in the internet, with a different colour small sized record stamp fixed to it. 
 

 

      This vinyl record stamp set consist of 7 values in different bright 
colours (Red, Yellow, Green, Blue, Purple, White and Black.) and 
in two sizes. 5 small size and 2 big size. The stamps featured audio 
recordings of folk songs, the National Anthem, the History of 
Bhutan in Bhutanese and the History of Bhutan as narrated in 
English by Mr. Burt Kerr Todd himself.  
 
      The stamps came with a first day cover envelope, with an 
explanation: 
 

This envelope contains your Bhutan postage stamp. In order to 
develop a national economy, these unusual beautiful stamps are 
now the principal industry. Bhutan is a tiny 90 mi. kingdom high in 
the Himalayan mountains. This stamp, one of a series, is a 
collector’s item. 
 
      Perhaps no other Bhutanese postage stamp has received as 
much attention as these talking stamps. 
 
      Details about the talking stamps are listed below 

 

SN Face Value Size 
Stamp 
Colour 

Printing 
Colour 

Audio 
Running 

Time 
Contents 

1 10 Ch Small Red Yellow 74 Sec. Bhutan History in Dzongkha (National Language) 

2 25 Ch Small Green Gold 70 Sec. Royal Bhutan Anthem 
3 1.25 Nu Small Blue Silver 73 Sec. Bhutan History In English 

4 3 Nu-Airmail Big Purple Silver 220 Sec. Bhutan Anthem, History in Dzongkha & Folk Song 1. 

5 7 Nu Small Black Silver 71 Sec. Folk Song 1 

6 8 Nu Small White Red 77 Sec. Folk Song 2 

7 9 Nu-Airmail Big Yellow Black 226 Sec. Bhutan History in English and Folk Song 1 & 2. 
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New issue announcement letter from Mr. Todd’s  Bhutan Stamp Agency, 

Bahamas. 

 
 

      In 1973, Mr. Todd's Bhutan Stamp Agency organization continued 
to find innovative materials and processes that could be used to 
continue Bhutan's philatelic legacy as an unusual stamp issuer.   In 
this issue, the firm has attempted to develop liquid crystal stamps that 
would lighten up and change colour with the application of additional 
heat or pressure. 
 
      A few trial proofs have made their ways into the market, in two 
versions. The left version pictured second are single stamps in a clear 
plastic pocket.  The stamps in the souvenir sheet shown first is on solid 
white "Fasson" brand plastic sheets. Name of country inscribed at 
the top in Dzongkha and at the bottom in English. An American 
company that was contracted to produce this issue eventually gave up 
due to some technical reasons, and the issue was cancelled.  A copy 
of the new issue announcement letter from the Bahamas is 
reproduced above. (From Internet)  

Miniature Sheet (Not Issued) 

 
 Four Individual Stamps (Not Issued) 

 

Disturbed Miniature Sheet  (Not Issued) 

 
The text on the announcement letter is as follows: 
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“The Government of Bhutan is pleased to announce the release on December 28, 1973 of an issue of Liquid 
Crystal stamps honouring Scouting. This is another “first” for Bhutan in the world of unique stamp production. 
 
Liquid Crystals are one of the most exciting phenomena of our time. The iridescent colour characteristic of the 
cholesterics may be changed upon subjection to a different environment. Colour changes may be imposed by 
heat, organic vapours, and shear or stress. A slight increase in temperature (a finger pressure) and they scatter 
yellows, greens, blues and violets. The crystals can deduct a change in temperature in one-fifth of a second and 
are completely nontoxic. 
 
Four distinct and separate designs and values are depicted in the complete series of four denominations. Boy 
Scout Symbol (10ch), Girl Scout Symbol (1.70Nu), Life Scout Symbol (2.50Nu), and International Scout Symbol 
(9Nu). The stamps are self-adhesive and imperforate. 
 
The face value of the set of four denominations is 13.30Nu which is equivalent to $1.86 U.S. 
 
In addition there is one Souvenir Sheet depicting the four values – face value 13.30Nu equivalent to $i.86 U.S.” 
 
      Further, it says about the payment methods and insist on whole sale purchases only. It also gives an 
additional information that a first day cover will be released. It will be available with an additional charge of U.S. 
25 ¢, per cover. 
 
      You can note that the letter is attached with a single stamp on the top before the text starts. 
 

 

      In due course, due to time or due to storage conditions or due to 
other environmental factors, the liquid crystal gets disturbed and 
comes out of the confined space. We can see the disturbed miniature 
sheet and an individual 10 ch individual stamp shown for your 
reference. They can even get disturbed when applying postal 
cancellation on the stamps (applied pressure). 
 
      These conditions could have been envisaged by the 
manufacturing company and could have been one of the reasons for 
cancelling the order. 

Disturbed Single Stamp (10 Ch) 
(Not Issued) 

 
      The disturbed and un-disturbed miniature sheets and the disturbed individual stamp are part of my author’s 
collection and the image of the individual stamps were taken from the internet. 
 
      First set of golden foil round stamps were issued on 8th July 1966. They were also called as ‘Coin Stamps’. 
We had seen about this stamp issue in part-1of 2 of this Stamp Talk which was a part of the December 2018 
issue of APA Bulletin. The first  issue was planned for 12 stamps, 6 in green colour and 6 in red colour. Front 
and reverse of 6 coins which were in circulation during 1966. But only 9 stamps were issued, retaining 3 green 
stamps. The main reason to retain them was that they were dual currency stamps.  
 
      To clearly understand this short issue, we have to know a little about Bhutan currency system. Till 1789, 
coins were minted for Bhutan by Cooch Behar mint (Cooch Behar- A District Headquarters in West Bengal, 
India.) After 1789, Bhutan issued its own coins known as Chetrum mostly ½ Rupee silver coins. Decimalisation 
was introduced in 1957, 1 Rupee = 100 naya paisa. (The choice of Naya Paisa and Rupees could have been 
for the public convenience for economic and trade transactions with India. Value of Bhutan Rupees were parallel 
to Indian Rupees. Also in 1931 Bhutan issued bronze 1 paisa, minting dated 1928). Meanwhile, Cooch Behar 
coins were also in circulation. Bhutan developed its economy in 1960’s due to sale of stamps. In 1968, Bhutan 
established Bank of Bhutan. 1 Ngultrum = 100 Chhetrum was introduced, officially in 1974 only. 1 Ngultrum 
was equivalent to 1 Rupee of India. Bhutan introduced paper currency (bank notes) in the same year 1974 in 
the denomination 1 Nu, 5 Nu, 10 Nu and 100 Nu. (The term Ngultrum derives from the Dzongkha ngul, “silver” 
and trum, a Hindi loanword meaning "money" – Silver Money.)    
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      Now Back to our topic, if we see from the first issue of stamps of Bhutan in 1962, Ch (Chhetrum) and Nu 
(Ngultrum) has been adopted as fragment and whole currencies for stamp issues. But the then public circulation 
currency was naya paisa and Rupees. So we can assume that naya paisa instead of Ch and Rupees instead of 
Nu was used to purchase stamps. As per the history of Bhutan currency, in 1966, 25 naya paisa, 50 naya paisa 
and 1 Rupee coins only have been minted in cupro-nickel metal. 
 
      The images of coins used for stamps of 1966 issue were  3 Rupees, 1 Rupee, 50 N.P., 5 Sertums,  2 Sertums 
and 1 Sertum. The first 3 higher denomination coins were printed in green colour and the remaining 3 low values 
in red colour. 50 N.P., 1 Rupee and 3 Rupees were the circulating currency on coin images on the stamps, 
whereas the face value of the respective stamps are denoted as 15, 33 and 75 CH. To be more specific the 
stamps were printed correctly. May be to maintain the country’s individuality, they treated Naya Paisa and 
Rupees as Indian currency and the stamps were not issued. This could have been also due to the difference of 
opinion or misunderstanding which surfaced during 1965, between Bhutan P&T and Mr. Todd’s Bhutan Stamp 
Agency, one year before this stamp issue. 
 
      When Bhutan started minting its own coins in 1790, the currency was called as Chetrum.  Chetrum on coins 
of 1966 was spelled as Sertum. When Bank of Bhutan officially introduced the Ngultrum in 1974, the word 
Chetrum was spelled as Chhetrum which was one hundredth (1/100) of a Ngultrum.  
 

  
The unissued green stamps in 3 values of the 1966 issue The unissued stamps, were Overprinted and issued during 

1968 

  
First Day cover dated 08-07-1966 with 3 green stamps First day cover dated 12-11-1968 with overprinted unissued  

high value green stamp of 1966 issue 
 

  
The 3 Rupees - 75 CH overprinted as HUMAN RIGHTS YEAR 1968 - 9 NU in Silver colour ink on Black Background 

The other two stamps of face value 15 CH and 33 CH were overprinted on the coin face value of 50 N.P. and 1 Rupee 
only as HUMAN RIGHTS YEAR 1968 in Silver colour ink on Black Background 
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      The main objection to the stamp issues of Mr. Todd, seems to be that they are different to the normal concept 
of a postage stamp printed on to a piece of paper. It is very difficult for an average collector to accept the 
revolutionary thought behind Mr. Todd’s creations that a postage stamp need not necessarily be a design on a 
piece of paper. When this concept is accepted, there is really no limit to the size, shape or dimension of a stamp.  
 
      Mr. Todd has pioneered this new field of stamp design just as my creator, Sir Rowland Hill who pioneered a 
new form of prepayment of postage on mail by introducing me in 1840. 
 

    
5 value (10 Ch, 25 Ch, 3 Nu, 6 Nu & 8 Nu) Gold Foil Square stamps issued on 02-05-1973 

 

 

      This set of 5 edge rounded square shaped aluminium 
gold foiled stamps and correspondiing one miniature sheet 
with 2 stamps was issued on 02-05-1973, which coincides 
with the 45th birth anniversary  of the third King, His Majesty 
Jigme Dorji Wangchuck who passed away in 1972. 
 
      The stamps and Miniature sheet were printed at Walsell 
Security Printers Ltd., England, by offset printing, engraved 
and die cut.  
 
      This was the last issue from Mr. Todd’s Bhutan Stamp 
Agency in Nassau, Bahamas.   

World’s first Alumnium gold foiled miniature sheet  
 

      Two years after the death of the 3rd Druk Gyalpo (Dragon King), His Majesty Jigme Dorji Wangchuck (02 
May 1929 - 21 July 1972) at his age of 43, a good friend of Mr. Todd; one of the changes which took place in 
Bhutan was the cancellation of the contract of the Bhutan Stamp Agency by the end of March 1974 by the New 
King.  
 
      (The Bhutanese P&T Department, appointed the Inter-Governmental Philatelic Corporation (IGPC), a New 
York-based company representing many small and developing countries in the designing, production and 
marketing of postage stamps. IGPC continued to develop high face-value stamps with no local postal usage 
with themes appealing to the international market unrelated to Bhutan. Some of the IGPC stamps, for example 
featured themes such as the Olympic Games, or the popular Disney characters Goofy, Mickey Mouse or Donald 
Duck, who were virtually unknown in Bhutan at that time.) 
 
      Mr. Todd was a quiet, unassuming individual, with a delightful sense of humour and a down to earth manner. 
He is quite unlike the typical picture of the American multimillionaire and industrial tycoon. Although his 
enormous and varied interests in steel, oil and a number of other industries occupy the major part of his busy 
daily life, he still found some time to think of new ideas for stamps for his Bhutanese friends. 
 
      In 1962, Bhutan first used the light bulb, had the first paved road and the King Jigme Dorji Wangchuck 
searched for a new source of revenue to uplift the country and to open it to the outside world. King’s friend Mr. 
Todd was ready and took over the stamp issuing program. Guided by his entrepreneurial spirit, Mr. Todd 
crisscrossed the globe to find new materials and printing facilities suitable for stamps never conceived of before, 
hired artists and had stamps manufactured in China, Japan, Indonesia, America, England, Spain and Italy.  
 
      When Bhutan issued its first Airmail stamp in January 1967, the country didn’t even have an airport. To this 
day, postal service in some remote areas of the country is provided by runners (letter carriers) who walk barefoot 
through the forest for days to reach the interior remote villages. 
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      We cannot deny the fact that by sales of stamps which were designed, manufactured and marketed by Mr. 
Todd’s Bhutan Stamp Agency, created additional revenue to establish a national Bank for Bhutan, increase the 
length of paved roads, construct schools, hospitals, improve the infrastructural facilities, introduce the country 
to the world and its tourist population, develop general facilities and what not. In a nutshell without Mr. Todd we 
cannot imagine the growth of Bhutan so quick to the international standards. 
 
      When working on Bhutan stamps, at par he helped Fiji to make rum and Singapore to market seaweed. In 
India, he persuaded maharajas in financial straits to part with their Rolls-Royces, which he resold to Western 
collectors. (One car, a convertible Phantom III, came with a pop-up silver chair to accommodate a footman.) He 
collected cars, and bought a British jet fighter as a lawn ornament. The world's richest man, the Sultan of Brunei, 
counted him as a friend. “My father was a guy who believed that nothing was impossible, and he lived it out." 
Says his daughter, Frances Todd Stewart of Ligonier.  
 
      In 1996, the Bhutan Postal Corporation was established as an autonomous organisation whose chairperson 
is the Minister of Information and Communications. Apart from providing domestic and international postal 
services, it also produces and markets stamps. 
 
      Mr. Burt Kerr Todd, an entrepreneur, adventurer, president of the Kerr-Hays Co., an importing and 
manufacturing concern, based in Ligonier, that he founded in 1963, the curtain raiser for Bhutan through his 
innovative stamps, the son of a wealthy Pittsburgh steel, glass and banking family,  died on 28 th April 2006, at 
his home in Ligonier, Pa. He was 81. His family said that the cause of death was due to lung cancer. 
 
      At the time of his demise, He was survived by his wife of 51 years, Frances "Susie" Hays Todd; two 
daughters, Laura Todd Widing and husband, Eric, of Ligonier, and Frances Todd Stewart and husband, Charlie, 
of Pittsburgh; and five grandchildren, Kathryn Kerr Widing, Elizabeth "Elsie" Griscom Widing, Natalie Hays 
Stewart, Julia Johnston Stewart and Charles P. "Chas" Stewart. He was also survived by his older brother, Dr. 
Kirkland W. Todd Jr., of Nashville, Tenn. 
 
      The legacy of Bhutan's unmatched innovation in stamps and Mr. Todd’s connection has been renewed 
through Burt Todd's daughter and her family. Following her father's death, Frances Todd Stewart took his last 
idea - to create the world's first CD-ROM postage stamp.  Stewart explained. ‘He never used computers, but 
knew about CD-ROMs, and thought it would be a natural development to make a digital version of the talking 
stamp.’ She heads the Creative Products International, a Pittsburgh-based company, which formally partnered 
with Bhutan P&T to produce these unique issues of CD-ROM stamps for their 2008 / 2009 release.  
 

 
     Bhutan: 100 Years of Monarchy       (Date of Issue: 21-02-2008)     Bhutan: In Harmony with Nature 

 
      On 21-02-2008 Bhutan Post released two CD-ROM postage stamps, another world’s first.  

http://creativeproductsintl.com/
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      The first CD-ROM is titled "Bhutan: 100 Years of Monarchy" and celebrates the history of the nation and its 
rulers. Monarchy has been established in 1907 in Bhutan with Ugyen Wangchuck (1861-1926) the First King. 
Four kings have followed: Jigme Wangchuck (1902-1952), Jigme Dorji Wangchuck (1929-1972), Jigme Singye 
Wangchuck (1955-) and finally Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck (1980), officially crowned on 6 November 
2008. The CD-ROM pictures a portrait of each king with his name and the dates of his reign. The CD-ROM 
contains a video that tells the story of monarchy in Bhutan, as part of Bhutan’s commemoration of the 100 th 
anniversary of its monarchy.  
 
      The second CD-ROM is called "Bhutan: In Harmony with Nature" and commemorates the engagement of 
Bhutan in the fight for Nature preservation.  
 
      The CD-ROM stamps come in a protective envelope that can be affixed to the letter being mailed, so that 
the CD-ROM can be safely delivered to the recipient. 
 

 
  Bhutan: Voting for Happiness        (Date of Issue: 21-02-2009)       Bhutan: Coronation 2008 

 

      On 21st February 2009 coinciding with the 29th Birthday of His Majesty King Jigme Khesar Namgyel 
Wangchuck, the 5th Druk Gyalpo of the Kingdom of Bhutan, Bhutan Post issued its second issue in a series of 
world's first CD-ROM postage stamps. 
 
      The first CD-ROM titled "Bhutan: Voting for Happiness" illustrates the country's peaceful transition from 
heredity monarchy to constitutional democracy. The second CD-ROM titled "Bhutan: Coronation 2008" 
documents the coronation of Bhutan's new king, His Majesty Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck. When inserted 
into a computer, the CD-ROM plays an 8-minute video about the subject, for which it was made. 
 
      With this 2009 issue of CD-ROM, the long connection of 59 years of Mr. Todd’s family with Bhutan has come 
to an end. Mr. Burt Kerr Todd was the first westerner to visit Bhutan, the fairy tale kingdom on the Himalayas, 
helped her in obtaining all the essential facilities, moulded her to be recognised by the international countries 
and organisations, made revolution in philately in her name by paving the road to the innovative new world of 
stamps other than paper and paid back the love, affection, kindness and hospitality of the Bhutanese friends by 
raising their living to the international standards. For centuries or even till the world exists, the name of Mr. Burt 
Kerr Todd will be remembered by the people of the Kingdom of Bhutan and by the philatelists for his dedicated, 
sincere, smart work in helping others without expecting any return. 
 
      As the first official postage stamp, I have the responsibility to thank Mr. Burt Kerr Todd for showing us a 
justifiable way to create stamps in materials other than paper. I pray to the almighty to bless his children and 
their heirs for a good and strain less living. 
 
      I have to thank you for the patient hearing / reading of the Stamp Talk – 2, Which honours the works of Mr. 
Burt Kerr Todd of Pittsburgh. Hope you had a nice time by coming to know about more information on odd 
stamps. Its time to depart and shall see you soon with some other topic on philately. See you, bye. 

 

Your friend PENNY BLACK.        
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Knowledge Bank   
 

GLOSSARY OF PHILATELIC TERMS 
 
Dumb Cancels Absence of identifying inscription found in various forms on cancellations and in stamp design.  
(q.v Mute Cancel)  

 

Duplex Cancellation Double or dual postmarks so called because they comprise a date stamp showing the 
name of the post office as well as a numeral.  
 

Duplicates Copies identical to those already in one's collection.   
 

Duty Term given to the function of a stamp as defined by the inscription.  

 

Duty Plate The printing plate used to print the value or name and value on stamps.(q.v Frame, Vignette, Head 
Plate, Key Plate)  
 

Dyed Paper Paper coloured throughout because a dye was added to the pulp during manufacture.  
 

Easter Seal Charity labels issued at Easter, mainly in South Africa.  
 

Economy A cheap postal service for bulk postings and printed matter.  
 

Economy Gum Type of gum applied in patterns or blobs to the backs of some stamps issued after the Second 
World War.  
 

Economy Label Used during war period to be applied to covers that were to be re-used.  
 

Electric Eye Perforator Perforating machine which includes a controlling device to ensure that the perforation 
holes are positioned accurately.  
 

Electro-Mechanical Engraving Process for producing photogravure cylinders by laser scanning an original 
photograph to create a digital image recorded on a computer disc which is then used to drive an electronic 
system for engraving cylinders.  
 

Electronic Stamps A system whereby postage could be downloaded from an internet web site and put on 
envelopes and postcards using a computer printer.  
 

Electrotyping Method of copying a design by the electro deposition of copper in a mould.  
 

ELSIE Electronic Letter Sorting Indicator Equipment (SPLSM)  
 

E Mail A system of electronic communication whereby messages produced by computer are transmitted by 
means of a modem and a server.  
 

Emblems Name given to watermarked heraldic devices appearing in corners of early stamps of GB.  

 

Embossed Stamp Usually a postage stamp created on paper by method of embossing (q.v)  
 

Embossing Stamping in coloured or colourless relief, the paper itself being distorted by pressure between 
matched dies.  
 

En Épargne (French) term meaning "in relief" used to describe the type of printing press used in the letterpress 
system.  
 

Enamelled Paper Highly glazed paper coated with a mixture of zinc white and glue.  
 

Enamel "Ink" A paint used for printing stamps e.g. Tibet 1912-33  
 

Encased Postage Stamps Stamps encased in small cases with a transparent front and back used as small 
change when a shortage of coinage occurred.  
 

Endorsement Printing on the back of a stamp.  
 

Engine Turning Mechanical engraving of symmetrical patterns on metal.  
 

Engraver's Proof Trial impressions taken during the course of making the die.  
 

Engraving A process where the design of the stamp is cut into a metal die or plate.  
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Entire An envelope, postcard or wrapper, with stamps affixed or printed on it to prepay postage and in a 
complete condition.  
 

Entire Letter A complete folded letter sheet with the communication on the inside and address on the outside, 
together with relevant postal markings and adhesive stamps.  
 

Entry Term for a subject on a printing plate or cylinder produced by the Perkins Die and Mill process.  
 

Envelope An envelope is a piece of paper, to each edge of which is attached a flap with the intention that these 
four flaps should be folded over so as to form a container for a message. Usually three of these flaps are fixed 
in position with gum, making a pocket, the fourth is left open to be closed after a message has been inserted.  
 

Envelope Stamp A stamp embossed on an envelope.  
 

Epaulettes Term for the first issue of Belgium (1849)  
 

Épreuve De Luxe Luxury Proof of French Stamps.  
 

Erinnophily Study and collection of commemorative labels.  
 

Error A stamp which inadvertently has something wrong or some technical feature but has been issued by a 
postal authority.  
 

Esparto Paper Paper made by Wiggins Teape from esparto grass and wood pulp.   
 

Essay A design proposed which may not be adopted, or an initial "proof" of a design, printed as intended for  
the final stamp.  
 

Etching Special term applied to the process by which the surface of a metal plate is removed by an acid for the 
purpose of printing.  
 

Etiquette Term for adhesive labels such as airmail, express and registration which are affixed to letters.  
 

Europa Stamps Stamps issued by many countries of Europe since 1956 with the word Europa inscribed on 
them  

 

Examiners' Marks These are applied to postal packets to denote examination by censors in time of war or by 
customs authorities.  
 

Exchange Club A group formed to exchange stamps.   
 

Exelgram Holographic printing on thin plastic, pioneered in Australia.  
 

Exempt Ship Letter Handstamp applied to letters written by the consignee of goods carried by ship exempting 
him from the normal ship letter charge.  
 

Exhibition Labels Name for labels issued to publicise exhibitions. (q.v Poster Stamps).  
 

Expedited Mail Service An international service under the auspices of the UPU for the acceleration of mail.  
 

Experimental Postmark A postmark produced during the trials of new types of handstamps or cancelling 
machine. e.g. Skeleton Postmark  
 

Expert Committee Groups of specialist philatelists whose function is to express an opinion on the authenticity 
of stamps or other philatelic item.  
 

Expertisation Name given to the examination of a stamp or other philatelic item by a committee of experts with 
a view to establishing authenticity.  
 

Explanatory Labels & Marks Devices used by postal authorities to give reasons for surcharging unpaid or 
underpaid mail or to give reasons for non delivery.  
 

Exploded A stamp booklet taken apart and displayed page by page.   
 

Express Labels Labels usually printed in bright colours to denote express and special delivery mail.  
 

Express Letter Stamps Postage stamps denoting the fee payable in respect of accelerated mail subject to 
special handling.  
 

Extension Hole Perforation hole appearing in a sheet margin as the first or last of a row of perforation holes.  
 

(to be continued….)                                                                                           
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SPECIAL COVERS 
 

  
KOLKATA : 18 Aug 2018 

Calcutta Paper Traders’ Association 

 

LUCKNOW : 08 Sept 2018 
The International Association of Lions Club 

  
TAHRABAD : 11 Sept 2018 

63rd Punyatithi Mahotsav of Prathamacharya 
Charitra - Chaakravarti Acharya 108 Shree 

Shantisagarji Maharaj 

KOLKATA : 14 Sept 2018 
Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda Centenary 

College 
 

  
MUMBAI : 22 Sept 2018 

Lions Club, Juhu 60 Years of Service in Humanity 

 

CHENNAI : 10 Oct 2018 
National Postal Week 

  
TARANGAMBAD : 11 Oct 2018 

Tercentenary Celebrations of the New Jerusalem 
Church 

KOLKATA : 12 Oct 2018 
Swami Vivekananda’s Chicago Addresses 
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NELLORE : 01 Nov 2018 

Sri S P Balasubrahmanyam 

 

KEMPEGOWDA ROAD : 05 Nov 2018 
Ayurveda for Public Health 

  
PATANA : 10 Nov 2018 

Platinum Jubilee – Rotary Club of Patna 

 

LUCKNOW : 15 Nov 2018 
150 Glorious Year of Loco Workshop 

  
MANGALURU : 18 Nov 2018 

Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Cathedral  

 

KODIYALBEL: 19 Nov 2018 
Canara Girls’ High School 

  
BENGALURU : 24 Nov 2018 

Birth Centenary of Dr. Siddayya Puranik 
NEW DELHI : 30 Nov 2018 

The Titus Museum – 15th Anniversary 
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THIRUCHIRAPALLI : 30 Nov 2018 

Post Centenary of One Rupee Currency 

 

COIMBATORE : 01 Dec 2018 (First Flight Cover) 
Airport Authority of India - A1 548 Coimbatore-Delhi 

  
ELTHURUTY : 03 Dec 2018 

St. Aloysius College 

 

COIMBATORE : 04 Dec 2018 
India’s First Insect Museum 

  
COIMBATORE : 05 Dec 2018 

Gass Forest Museum  

 

JAIPUR : 05 Dec 2018 
Dravyavati River Project 

  
GANDHI NGAR : 08 Dec 2018 

Kashur Kong 
THIRUVANANIKOIL : 12 Dec 2018 

Arulmigu Jambukeswarar Akhilandeswan Temple 
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KANPUR : 16 Dec 2018 

102 Yrs of Mahatma Gandhi’s First Arrival at Kanpur  

 

DEHRA DUN : 18 Dec 2018 
The Wildlife Preservation Society 

  

YELHANKA : 29 Dec 2018 
Hamfest India 

 

COIMBATORE : 30 Dec 2018 
Singanallur Lake : An Urban Paradise 

  
AHMEDABAD : 01 Dec 2018 

Gujarat State Annual Dental Conference 
AMARAVATI : 25 Nov 2018 

Shri Ambadevi Temple 

 
 

BAGAPEX - 2018 

  
BAGALKOT NAVANAGAR : 24 Nov 2018 

ILKAL SAREE 
BAGALKOT NAVANAGAR : 25 Nov 2018 

CHARKA IS AN INSURANCE AGAINST DROUGHT 
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POSTPEX – 2018 
 

14-16 DECEMBER 2018 

  
Post Crossing Mera Dosth India Post 

  

K R Murthy – Builder of Bangalore GPO Exhibition Venue 

 
AGARTALA DIST. LEVEL PHILATELIC EXHIBITION 

  

15 Dec 2018 : Festival of Tripura – Garia Puja 15 Dec 2018 : Maharaja Bir Bikram College, Tripura 
 

 

15 Dec 2018 : Hojugiri Dance of Tripura 
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LUPEX – 2018 
 

28-29 OCTOBER 2018 

  
Ahimsa Paramo Dharma Ludhiana clock tower 

  
Christian Medical College & Hospital Police DAV Public School 

 
Directorate of Extension Education 

 
 

AMPEX - 2018 

 
AHMEDABAD : 12 Dec 2018 

150 Years of Cantonment Post Office Building. 
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AMPEX – 2018 Contd. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
Series of Special Covers on the writings of Mahatma Gandhi 

AHMEDABAD : 12 Dec 2018 
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CULTURE OF TELENGANA 
 

HYDERABAD GPO : 14 Dec 2018 

  
NUVVULA LADDU BONALU 

  
JINKA TANGEDU FLOWER 

  
SAMMAKKA SARALAMMA JATARA PALAPITTA 

 
 

PERINI SHIVATANDAVAM JAMMI CHETTU 

  
POLELU BATHUKAMMA 
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SRI VENKATESWARA SWAMY VARI NAVARATRI BRAHMOTSAVAMS-2018 : THIRUMALA 

  
10 Oct 2018 : PEDDA SESHA VAHANAM 11 Oct 2018 : CHINNNA SESHA VAHANAM 

  
11 Oct 2018 : HAMSA VAHANAM 12 Oct 2018 : SIMHA VAHANAM 

  
12 Oct 2018 : MUTHYAPU PANDIRI VAHANAM 13 Oct 2018 : KALPA VRIKSHA VAHANAM 

  

13 Oct 2018 : SARVABHOOPALA VAHANAM 14 Oct 2018 : MOHINI AVATARAM 

  
14 Oct 2018 : GARUDA VAHANAM 15 Oct 2018 : HANUMANTHA VAHANAM 
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15 Oct 2018 : PUSHPAKA VIMANAM 15 Oct 2018 : GAJA VAHANAM 

  
16 Oct 2018 : SURYA PRABHA VAHANAM 16 OCT 2018 : CHANDRA PRABHA VAHANAM 

  
17 Oct 2018 : SWARNA RATHOTSAVAM 17 Oct 2018 : ASWA VAHANAM 

 
18 Oct 2018 : CHAKRA SNANAM 

 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan, Thiruvananthapuram 
 

 

      May this year bring new happiness, 
new goals, new achievements and a 
lot of new inspirations on your life.  
 

    Wishing all the readers a year, fully 
loaded with happiness. 
 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin Team 
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New Pictorial Cancellations 

 

 

STOCKHOLMIA 2019 
 

      Each day of STOCKHOLMIA 2019 will present a daily handstamp by Post Nord. The first handstamp will 
be used at the vernissage day on 28 May, followed by five different handstamps for each of the public days 
29 May to 2 June, 2019. The first public day will have the same design in two different version from 
STOCKHOLM respectively KØBENHAVN. 

 

         
 

       
 

                                   
 
      

Courtesy: Stockholmia 2019   
 

 

 

http://www.stockholmia2019.se/
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New Issues from Other Countries 
 

ARMENIA 
 

Flora and Fauna of the Ancient World 
 

                                                             

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dinosaurs and Tapejara 
Issued on 15.12.2018 

 
 

NEW ZEALAND 
 

Bangkok 2018 Exhibition (Predator Free 2050) - Miniature Sheet 

 

 
 

 Issued on 14.12.2018 
                                        Image courtesy: Wopa+       
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Forthcoming Events 
 

12 TO 13 JANUARY 2019 

AHILYAPEX 2019 

      Department of Posts will organise a district level 
philatelic exhibition at Preetamlal Dua Sabhagrah, 
Regal Square, M.G.Road, Indore-452001 from 12th to 
13th January, 2019. 

18 TO 20 JANUARY 2019 

KANPEX 2019 

      The Cannanore Philatelic Club will conduct a 10th 
National Level Philatelic & Numismatic Exhibition at 
Jawaharlal Nehru Library Hall, Yogasala Road, Near Old 
Bus Stand, Kannur, Kerala from 18 to 20 January, 2019. 
For details: 9895502249, 8075330567, 9447447603 

1 TO 3 FEBRUARY 2019 

GANDHIPEX 2019 

      Tamilnadu Postal Circle is organizing a specialised 
Circle Level Philatelic Exhibition on Mahatma Gandhi at 
Sri Subhalakshmi Kalyana Mahal, M.G.Road, 
Muthialpet, Pondicherry-605003 from 1st to 3rd 
February, 2019. 

8 TO 10 FEBRUARY 2019 

THRISSURPEX 2019 

      The Philatelic Club Thrissur will organise a 
Philatelic and Numismatic exhibition at Paramekkavu 
Agrasala, Thrissur from 8th to 10th February, 2019. 

8 TO 10 FEBRUARY 2019 

DELHI STAMP SHOW 2019 

      The Philatelic Society, Delhi will organise a  mega 
philatelic show at All India Fine Arts and Crafts Society, 
1, Rafi Marg, New Delhi-110001 (Opp. Central 
Secretariat Metro Gate No.1) from 8th to 10th Febrary, 
2019.  For details: 9711102526, 9582212130 

11 TO 13 FEBRUARY 2019 

ASSAMPEX 2019 

      Department of Posts will organise a state level 
philatelic exhibition at T.Ao Indoor Stadium, Cotton 
University,Panbazar, Guwahati from 11th to 13th 
February, 2019. 

12 TO 14 JULY 2019 

KUMARIPEX 2019 

The Kanyakumari District Philatelic and Numismatic 
Association will conduct a Philatelic and Numismatic 
Exhibition from 12 to 14 July, 2019 at Dhramin Kalyana 
Mandapam, Meenakshipuram, Nagercoil. 
For details: 9894484993 
 

 

Forthcoming Issues of India 
 

Indian Perfumes 
Bridal Costumes of India 
Aquaculture 
Boats of India 
 

   
      Articles are invited from readers with 
illustrations to be published in this bulletin.  Please 
send your write ups in MS Word only, to our email 
ID: apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   News and philatelic 
activities in your locality are also welcome.  
Philatelic Clubs and Associations may send their 
brief reports on day to day activities. 

 
                                                                    Editor 

 

 
 

Philatelic Links 
 

www.stampsofindia.com  

www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com   

www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com  

www.indianstampghar.com  

www.indianphilately.net 

www.exponet.info 

www.stangib.com 

www.indiapost.gov.in 

www.philamirror.info 

http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 

http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 

www.indiastudycircle.org 

www.sipa.org.in 

www.philcent.com  

www.vadophil.org 

www.indianphilatelics.com 

www.mintageworld.com 

https://dharaastamps.co.in 

www.samsshopping.com` 
 

 

 

 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this 
bulletin are based on the information obtained from 
reliable sources.  Maximum care has been taken to 
ensure the accuracy of the contents, however we 
give no guarantee on reliability or completeness of 
the information. 
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Rainbow Stamp News:  December 2018 Vol. XI. No.132 
Deccan Philatelist Vol.18 Issue 4/2018 
The Hyderabad Philatelists Vol.56 No.11/November 2018 
Signet Vol.41 No.2 (July-September, 2018) 
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