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Awards won 
 

Brasilia 2017: Bronze 
 

INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 
 

 

 
Dear Philatelists, 
 
      I have immense pleasure to release the third 
anniversary issue of Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin. 
 
      In this time I wish to express my sincere thanks 
to all well-wishers especially for the regular articles 
of Col. (Dr.) J Dutta and Dr.Anjali Dutta, Mr. Illias 
Patel and for the information/images provided by 
Mr.Sreejesh Krishnan, Mr.Suresh R from Bengaluru, 
Mr. Wolfgang Beyer from Germany, Mr.Markand 
Dave FRPSL, Mr.Kumar Biswas from Noida etc.  I 
also wish to thank “Philamart” who has started to give 
advertisement in our bulletin, which helps us a lot.   
 
     I feel happy that our subscription has crossed 700 
and the actual readership is much more than that.  I 
express my sincere thanks to all our readers without 
whom our magazine’s success would not have been 
possible. 
 
      Nothing more at this time.  Wish all the readers a 
happy collecting month. 

        
Mohanachandran Nair 

Mobile: 9387801948 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Reader’s Column  

Dear Mr Mohanchandran Nair, 
      
      At the outset, please accept my heartiest 
congratulations for your efforts and bringing out the bulletin 
relentessly for three years. 
 

      The bulletin is quite useful and definitely a very effective 
tool and medium of knowledge for promotion of philately. 
 

      Appreciate your effort. 
 

      Regards, 
Rajesh Kumar Bagri 

Secretary General 
Philatelic Congress of India 

 

Dear Sirs, 
 

      Very informative article on Devil's Bridges. 
 

P. S. Seshadri 
ps_seshadri@yahoo.com 

 

 
Dear Mr Nair, 
 

      Firstly congratulations on  three years of your 
publication every month without a break. 
 

      It is not just publication but it also shows dedication and 
planning of the highest order. i am quite sure this venture 
can grow to greater heights in months to come.  
 

      It is good to remember the words of Dr edward Wilson 
who died with Capt Scott on the way back from the South 
Pole in 1912 "Res non Verba" which means deeds not 
words, 
 

      Regards, 
Col J Dutta & Dr Anjali Dutta 

Pune 
 
Dear Sir, 
 

      As usual fantastic coverage and compiliation.  Claps to 
the team. 
 

Jugunu 
Phila Research News 
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New Indian Issues 
 

                                                 
 
 
                 KUMBH MELA, PRAYAGRAJ                                   IIT (BHU) (1919-2019) 
                   

 

           
 

                           Stamp Rs.5.00                                                         Stamp Rs.5.00 
                      Issued on 02.02.2019                                               Issued on 19.02.2019 

 

 

  
 
                                       12TH AERO INDIA INTERNATIONAL SHOW                                   
 

 
 

Stamps Rs.5.00 & Rs.25.00 
Miniature Sheet Rs.30.00 

Issued on 23.02.2019 
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News in Brief 

 
GURPEX-2019 
 
      The district level philatelic exhibition, Gurpex 2019, was organized by Gurgaon Postal Division, Gurugram, Haryana. 
The two day event (29-30th Jan 2019) was held at Colonel's Central Academy School, Sector 4, Gurugram. The exhibition 
was a roaring success from the viewpoint of participation of school children. The highlights were - display of exhibits by 
children and advanced philatelists, philately quiz, distribution of prizes, release of three Special Covers with themes as 150 
years of Celebrating the Mahatma, Heritage Transport Museum and Birbal ka Chhatta.  
 
      The Heritage Transport Museum is located off National 
Highway 8 at Tauru, Gurugram. It is the first comprehensive 
transport museum of India.  
 
      During Mughal period, at Narnaul (District- 
Mahendragarh) a beautiful and spacious building was built 
by Rai Bal Mukund Dass, the Diwan of Narnaul. Thus it was 
called Chhatta Rai Mukund Dass. It is believed that Birbal 
had visited this place and hence it is also known as Birbal 
ka Chhatta.  
 
      The exhibition helped to create awareness and 
increased curiosity among students about this wonderful 
hobby of philately as well as the rich heritage of Gurugram.                                                  Image of Special Cover 

 
Courtesy: Kumar Biswas, Noida 

 
 

SPECIAL COVER ON MAHAMASTAKABHISHEK MAHOTSAV-2019 

 
      India Post has released a special cover and special  cancellation on Saturday 9th February 2019, on the occasion of 
Baghavan Bahubali Swamy’s 4th Mahamastakabhishek Mahotsav -2019 at  Ratnagiri, Dharmastala (District South 
Kannada) Karnataka. 
 
      In the grand starting function of Mahamastakabhishek, this cover was released by Pujya Sri Vishweshathertha  Swamiji 
of Udupi Pejawar Mutt, Padmavibhushana Dr. Veerendra Heggade ji, Kshetradhikari of Dharmasthala,  Chief Minister of 
Karnataka, Honorable Sri Kumarswamy, Central Minister Sri Sadanandgouda, Minister Sri U T Khadar, India Post SSPO 
Puttur Division Sri Jagadhish Pai, Mr. Mahaveer Kundur and the Karnataka State Chairman of Jainism Philately Group 
released the cover in the auspicious  presence of Pujya Acharya Vardhman Sagar ji Maharaj and his sangh. Many more 
Galaxy of Karnataka State Ministers, MLAs, MLCs and officials were also present in the grand colourful, traditional function. 
 
      This 39 feet high statue of Bhagwan Bahubali was established by Dr. Veerendra Heggade ji in the year 1982. After 
every 12 years, a Grand Mahamastakabhishek mahotsav is organized here. This is the 4th Mahamastakabhishek. 
Previously two special covers had been issued during the inauguration year, 1982 and during the last Mahamastakabhishek 
in the year 2007. 
 

            
 

Releasing function and the image of Special Cover 
 

Courtesy: Sudhir Jain, Satna (MP) 
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CHRIS KING NAMED TO RECEIVE 2019 LICHTENSTEIN AWARD 
 

      This years Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial Award goes to Chris King.  He was the past President of 
Royal Philatelic Society, London. 
 
      Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial Award for Distinguished Service to Philately is given annually to a 
living individual for outstanding service to philately. The Lichtenstein Award was established by the 
Collectors Club of New York in 1952 in honour of noted philatelist Alfred F. Lichtenstein (1876-1947). 
 
Congratulations. 

Courtesy: RPSL 
 
 

FIRST INDIAN SECRETARY OF ISC 
 
      Ms.Jayoti Dutta is taking over as the Secretary of India Study Circle from Bruce Gillham.  As 
well as the secretarial role on the committee. Jayoti will be the point of contact for potential news 
items that members wish to consider for inclusion in the News Page on their website. She is also 
an executive Committee member of the Deccan Philatelic Society.  
 
      Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin congratulates the first Indian Secretary of ISC as well as the first 
woman to be a Secretary. 

Courtesy: Deccan Philatelic Society 
 
PHILATELIC WORKSHOP AT HYDERABAD 

 

 
 
      Department of Posts, Hyderabad City Division and The Hyderabad Philatelic & 
Hobbies Society jointly conducted a philatelic workshop at the Government High School, 
Rajbhavan Road, Hyderabad on18.2.2019.  

 
 

Courtesy: Dphila Community Center 
 
 
 

NEW GOVERNING COUNCIL AT JAIPUR PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
 
      Meeting of the Jaipur Philatelic Society, Jaipur held at the residence of Mr. Arun Mehta and chaired by President Shri. 
Jatan Mal Dhor on 17th February, 2019 unanimously elected their new governing council members. 
 
Patrons: 
Mr. Jatan Mal Dhor. 
Mr. Shanti Prashad Jain. 
 

President: Mr. Kailash Narain Mathur. 
 

Vice Presidents: 
Mr. A.K. Gupta. 
Mr.Arun Mehta 
Dr. Rakesh Thapar. 
 

General Secretary: Mr. K.K. Bhatia 

 

Secretary:  Mr. Ajay Mathur 

 

Treasurer: Mr. Brij Behari Sharma 

Executive Members: 

 

Mr Kedar Nath Soni. 
Mr. Madhav Ramchandani 
Mr. Narendra Bairathi. 
Mr. Nawal Kishore Tatiwala. 
Mr. R.K. Agarwal. 
Mr. S.R. Bafna 
Mr. Vikas Sharma 

 

Regional Co-coordinators 

 

 

Ajmer: Mr. Vikas Jain 
Bhilwara: Mr. Arvind Jain 
Fatehpur Shekhwati: Mr. Pramod Kumar Jain. 
Udaipur: Mr. M.R. Bhandari 

 

Courtesy: Ajai Mathur,Secretary, Jaipur Philatelic Society 
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PHILATELIC EXHIBITION IN AN AIRPORT 
 
      The Malwa Philatelic Society, Indore and the Airport Authority of India have come up with a unique idea to promote 
philately in connection with the150th Birth  Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, by conducting a philatelic exhibition of 4 days 
from 29 January to 1 February, 2019 at Indore Airport. Ten frames were exhibited from the collections of society members.  
The exhibition was inaugurated by the Director, Airport Authority of India.  This is the first time in India that stamps were 
being exhibited in an airport.  Good responses were obtained from the viewers.  

 

      
 

Courtesy: Phila Research News 
 

NEXT PCI MEETING 
 
      The next PCI Annual General Meeting and Seminars will be held at Nadiad (Gujarat) on 6th and 7th 
April, 2019, respectively being Saturday and Sunday. 
 
Tentative programme :  
 

6th April, Saturday - 2pm to 6pm Seminars / Presentations  
 
7th April, Sunday - Morning session - 10AM to 1 PM PCI Annual General Meeting. 
 
Other details will follow soon. 
 

 

 

 

 
OBITUARY 

 

  

ANANTHAPURI STAMP 
BULLETIN 

 
 

ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF 

 

 

 

Full Page Rs.1000-00 
Half Page Rs.500-00 

Quarter Page Rs.300-00 
 

For details contact: 09387801948 
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 

        Noted philatelist of Cuttack 
(Orissa), Shri Pradeep Kumar 
Mohanty passed away on 19th 
February, 2019. He bagged 
several National & International 
awards. He won the highest 
award: "Championship Trophy" in 
the recently concluded ODIPEX-
2018 in Keonjhar. Our heartfelt 
condolences .  
 
      May his soul rest in peace. 
  

 

mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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          Fiscal Stamps of Bahrain 
              

 
 

                                                                                                              Col. J Dutta & Dr. Anjali Dutta   
 
      Bahrain is a small island country situated near the western shores of the Persian Gulf. It is an archipelago 

with Bahrain Island as the largest land mass. In the late 1800s, following successive treaties with the British, 

Bahrain became a protectorate of the United Kingdom. In 1971, Bahrain declared independence. Formerly a 

state, Bahrain was declared a Kingdom in 2002. 

 

Court Fee Stamps 

 

      No special Court Fee stamps for Bahrain are known to have been issued in the British era, but Court Fee 

adhesives of India were used in the 1930s and 1940s.  These can easily be identified from the large double-ring 

cancellation inscribed on HM’s Political Agency / Bahrain, as shown here. 

 

 
 

 
 

1944 use of 'Bahrain Landing permit' bearing Indian 1937 6 Rs purple 'Court Fee' pair tied by violet BAHRAIN 
POLITICAL AGENCY hand stamp. 
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Revenue stamps 

 

      The first revenue stamps of Bahrain were issued in 1924. Prior to that, Indian revenue stamps were used on 

documents. Revenue stamps have been used for Land Registry documents, Driver’s permits and the Dhow 

Registry. 

 

      The first series consisted of seven values from 4 annas to 100 Rupees and were printed by Waterlow & 

Sons Ltd, in Great Britain. A number of varieties exist including perforate and imperforate stamps, colour trials 

and bisects. These are very rare, genuinely used and most copies that exist are specimens. In about 1950, the 

1 Rupee value was surcharged to 2 RUPEES, and this is the rarest stamp of this series. The first series consisted 

of pictorial designs – merchants (4a), harbour (8a), falconry (1r), oysters and pearls (5r), donkey transport (10r), 

camels (50r) and oasis (100r).  The sizes of the stamps were 56 x 49 mm (4a, 1r, 100r) or 49 x 56 mm (others), 

Perf 12½ and no watermark.  They were printed (collotype) by Waterlow in sheets of 20 and had inscriptions in 

black.  According to Cooper, the 50r and 100r are known in both perf 12½ and perf 9½, with the 100r also known 

in perf 12. All values are known as printer's samples with security punch holes and a Waterlow & Sons Specimen 

hand stamp, either perf 9½ (4a, 8a, 10r, 100r) or imperf (8a, 1r, 5r, 50r).  All values are also known as perf 12½ 

samples with punch holes but without hand-stamp.  These are illustrated below. 

 

The complete set of Bahrain's first revenue issue, each value with a punched hole indicating that they are 
unissued samples. Set of samples without specimen hand-stamp, all perf 12½. 

 
 

      These samples were originally distributed in leather folders with the words Waterlow & Sons Limited, 

Specimens of Collotype Stamps on the cover, as shown below. 

 



 

  Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. II, Issue No.37/March, 2019 9 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Set of samples with Waterlow Specimen hand-stamp, perf 9½ or imperf 
 

 
 

1920s, 2R on 1R black. Previous issue surcharged to 2 RUPEES in black.  Perforation unknown. 
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      The second revenue series was issued in 1953. These stamps were similar to contemporary postage stamps 

but with the word REVENUE added in the design.   

 

 
 

1953: Portrait of Sheikh Salman bin Hamad Al-Khalifa (4a to 1r) or pictorial designs: Dhow (5R), Khamis 
Mosque (10R), Royal palace (50R), Fresh water pool and Date palms (100R). 17 x 22½ mm, perf 12½ (4a to 
1R); 22½ x 37 mm, perf 11½ x 12 (others).  No watermark.  Printed (recess) by De La Rue.  4a bronze-green, 

8a deep carmine, 1R light blue, 5R black and slate-blue, 10R black and bright green, 50R indigo and 
chocolate and 100R black and claret. 

 

      Barefoot also records a 500R blue-green and black, but this is not listed by Cooper. 

 

 
 

Two shades of the 1R 
 

      Four years later, in 1957, the low values of this set were reissued in the new currency (paisa) and in new 

colours. 

 

 

1957 – Change to new currency, with 1R in a deeper shade.  Perf 12½.  No watermark. 
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1962 (earliest recorded usage).  Date palm (1R green) and Dhow with Arms of Bahrain (5R grey-black and 
slate-blue).  21½ x 37½ mm.  Perf 10½.  No watermark.  5R printed (litho)  

by Oriental Press, Bahrain (imprint at foot). 
 

In 1961 a set of two values was issued, similar to the previous designs but with the coat of arms of Bahrain 

instead of the Sheikh's portrait. This was locally printed, unlike the previous two issues which were printed by 

De La Rue. In 1961 another set was also issued; and this was reissued in fils and dinars in 1966. A fresh set 

with a new design was issued between 1971 and 1988, with the portrait of the Sheikh and the coat of arms. 

Other sets were issued in 1992 and 2014. 

 

 
 

1963 (earliest recorded usage) with portrait of Sheikh Isa bin Salman Al-Khalifa. 
17 x 22½ mm, perf 12½ (50p and 1R); 22½ x 37 mm, perf 11½ x 12 (others).  

No watermark.  Printed (recess) by De La Rue. 
50p violet, 1R grey-blue, 5R black and slate-blue, 10R black and green,  

50R indigo and orange-brown  
and 100R black and claret. 
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Cooper also lists a 10R bisected. 
Bisected diagonally on piece (image from Cooper) 

 

 
 

1967 (earliest recorded usage) – change to new currency. 
17 x 22½ mm, perf 12½ (50f and 100f); 22½ x 37 mm, perf 11½ x 12 (others). 

No watermark.  Printed (recess) by De La Rue. 
50f violet, 100f grey-blue, 500f black and slate-blue, 1D black and bright green, 

5D indigo and orange-brown and 10R black and claret. 

 

  
1D black and green, perf 12½ x 12 
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In 1971 – Again a new design inscribed STATE OF BAHRAIN and featured the State arms, with the portrait of 
Sheikh Isa bin Salman. 25 x 41 mm.  Perf 14½.  No watermark.  Printed (photo) by The Oriental Press, 

Bahrain (imprint at foot).  Arms and inscriptions in red and black, background colour given. 
50f grey, 100f ultramarine, 200f bright reddish purple, 300f orange, 500f slate-blue,  

1D green, 2D light blue, 3D deep blue, 5D red-brown and 10D purple-brown. 
 

      Cooper gives the following dates of issue: 1984 (200f), 1986 (2D), 1988 (3D), with the remaining values 
issued in 1971. Cooper also states that a 15D and 25D were issued in 1989. 
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1992 (earliest recorded usage):  New design showing Sheikh Isa bin Salman, Arms of Bahrain and swirly 
pattern.  Inscribed STATE OF BAHRAIN on two sides in English and Arabic.  25 x 40 mm.   

Perf 14½.  No watermark.  Coat-of-Arms and portrait multicoloured, value in blue,  
other inscriptions in black, background colours given. 

50f greenish grey, 100f green, 500f violet, 1D grey-green, 5D magenta,  
10D greyish lilac and 30D bright yellow. 

 
 

 
 

Earliest recorded usage of this issue: 10D used in 1992 
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2011 (earliest recorded usage): New issue similar to previous but now inscribed KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN at 

sides in English and Arabic, no state coat-of-arms and with new royal portrait.   
25 x 40 mm.  Perf 14½. No watermark. Portrait multicoloured, value in blue,  

other inscriptions in black, background colour given. 
5D rose and 10D silver 

Earliest recorded usage: April 2011 (5D). 

 

      Apart from these, revenue usage of postage stamps are known. The 1960 Sheikh Salman bin Hamad Al-
Khalifa issue, 2R rose-red, 5R deep blue and 10R bronze-green  (27 x 31½ mm Perf 13½ x 13, no watermark), 
printed (recess) by De La Rue has been used as revenue. 

 

      An interesting thing to note about the revenue stamps of Bahrain is that during the period of British India or 

British court-fee stamps overprinted with the large double-ring cancel inscribed HM's Political Agency / Bahrain, 

used in the 1930s and 1940s, no similar revenue stamps have been found by us.  If any of our readers have 

come across such use of British or British Indian revenue stamps in Bahrain, we would be delighted to know 

about it. 

 

War Tax Stamps 

 

 
 

c1967:  Revenue adhesives with two-line Arabic War Effort hand-stamp in violet or red,  
applied by the Bahrain Customs Department. 

100f grey-blue and 500f slate-blue. 
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c1971.  Similar hand-stamp on later revenue adhesives  
100f ultramarine and 500f grey-blue 

 

 
 

1973 (21st October): New manuscript design inscribed War Effort 5 fils in Arabic. 
21 x 24 mm.  Perf 14½.  No watermark. 

5f light blue and blue. Hand stamped War Effort in Arabic 
 

 
 

1973 (1st December). Same inscription in a new manuscript design.   
21 x 24 mm.  Perf 14½.  No watermark. 5f pale blue. 
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Stamp papers 

 

 
 

1930.  Flags (in red) and inscriptions, 2a black and red (image from Cooper) 
 

 
 

1953.  Sheikh Salman bin Hamad Al-Khalifa, Dhow and Palace.  Inscribed Bahrain Government in Arabic (at 
left) and English. 2a green on pale salmon. 

 

 
 

1961.  Sheikh Isa bin Salman Al-Khalifa, Airport and Shipping.  Inscribed Bahrain Government in English (at 
left) and Arabic.  Currency in naye paise. 12np chestnut (image from Cooper) 
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1966.  Similar to previous but currency changed to fils. 12f chestnut (image from Cooper) 

 

 
 

1966.  As previous but with different portrait. 15f chestnut and 30f Venetian red. 

 
References & Acknowledgments 

 

1. Jeri Cooper, The Alnis Guide to the Revenues, War Tax Issues & Cinderellas of Bahrain (Alnis Guide No 13, Glass  
    Slipper, 1990 
2. J Barefoot Ltd, British Commonwealth Revenues (8th Edition, privately published, 2008) 
3. http://www.revrevd.com/aden.html 

 

Published in Rainbow Stamp News, September 2015 
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India Abroad 
 
 

MAHATMA GANDHI – 150TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

SERBIA 
Issued on 28th February 2019 
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    BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA  

                            COMPANY        

 
  Antony Paul Valluvassery 

                                                                                                                        Kochi 
 
      Cecil Rhodes(1853-1902) was a British born South African businessman and politician.  
 
      Having arrived at South Africa in 1870 at the age of seventeen, Rhodes began his career at his 
brother’s cotton farm. As he saw that the diamond trade was flourishing, he invested his money in 
diamonds. In 1888, Cecil Rhodes founded ‘De Beers’, which remains the world’s largest diamond 
company even today.  Cecil Rhodes also served as the Prime Minster of Cape Colony (Cape of Good 
Hope) from 1880-86.  
 
      In 1889, Cecil Rhodes founded the ’British South Africa Company’, which received the authority 
from the British crown to establish and maintain colonies in Africa. The colonies of ‘Southern Rhodesia’ 
(Zambia) and ‘Northern Rhodesia’ (Zimbabwe) were established by the BSAC.  
 
      Cecil Rhodes passed away in 1902. The Rhodesians were maintained by the ‘BSAC’ until their 
independence in 1924. In 1965, ‘BSAC’ merged with two other companies to form ‘Charter 
Consolidated Limited’. 
 

 
 
      The stamps issued by BSAC mainly featured the coat of arms. The attached pictures shows some 
stamps of ‘British South Africa Company’. (from my collection). 
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New Pictorial Cancellations 
 

 
GERMANY 

               

 

              
Courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer, Germany 
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Stamp of                                                      
         diplomacy                        

 

Since Independence, India has been exponential towards              
strengthening relations with other nations. We trace postal 
stamps released over the years to commemorate bilateral ties 
 

                          By SAGAR J S 

    
 

     

      One of the fastest growing        

economies of the world, India is 

constantly working towards 

nurturing its foreign relations. 

Post Independence, India has 

formally started its diplomatic 

relations with many countries 

namely Japan, France, Iran, 

Mexico and others. It is also 

considered a leader of the 

developing world along with 

Brazil, Russia, China and South 

Africa (the BRICS nations). 

Strategic location and friendly 

foreign policies have won India 

many allies in developing as well 

as developed countries. Every 

year, the Department of Posts, 

India, brings out joint stamp 

issues to mark its bilateral 

relations. These joint issues are 

stamps released simultaneously 

by India and its respective 

partnering nation to 

commemorate an anniversary or 

a common event of relevance. 

The stamps are characterized by 

identical designs and depict the 

nations’ rich heritage. Here is a 

look at a few of these historical 

stamps...  
 

 
 
 
 

            
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

    
 
 

 

 
 

 

INDIA-JAPAN 2002 

The formal friendship 

between India and Japan 

started on April 28, 

1952. This stamp 

celebrates 50 years of 

strong bonding and 

depicts rich traditional 

dance of both nations 

 

INDIA-CHINA 2008 

Commemorating 

relations between both 

countries, these stamps 

depict Mahabodhi 

temple of India and 

White Horse Temple of 

China 

 

INDIA-FRANCE 2003 

This issue marks Indo-

French synergies. The 

French stamp depicts a 

coloured print of rooster; 

India depicts peacock, our 

national bird 
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INDIA-SLOVENIA 2014 
This stamp was issued on the  

25th anniversary of the Convention  

on the Rights of the Child,  

the Universal Children’s Day  

on November 28 

 

INDIA-SOVIET UNION 1990 
These stamps highlight  

Indo Soviet Peace Treaty of 1971.  

Winning entries painted by  

Soviet and Indian children  

are depicted here 

INDIA-ISRAEL 2012 

Diplomatic relations between 

India and Israel were 

established in 1992. This 

stamp celebrates 20 years of 

ties showcasing their festival 

of lights, Deepawali and 

Hanukkah 

INDIA-MONGOLIA 2006 

These stamps commemorate 

50 years of diplomatic 

relations between India and 

Mongolia and depict rich art 

and cultural tradition of  

both nations 

INDIA-AFRICA 2011 

This stamp was released to 

mark the 2nd Africa-India 

Forum Summit 2011. It was the 

first time a meeting of heads of 

states of both countries was 

held in Africa 

INDIA-IRAN 2004 

These stamps 

commemorate 50 years of 

diplomatic relations 

between India and Iran and 

depict rich art and cultural 

tradition of both nations 

 

INDIA-MEXICO 2010 

Released to mark 60 years of 

diplomatic relations, this stamp 

depicts Kalbella, the folk dance of 

Rajasthan, India and Jarabe 

Tapatio, the national dance of 

Mexico 
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                COMMERCIAL METER STAMPS  

              IN TOPICAL STAMP COLLECTING      
                                                                                                                                                               By Wolfgang Beyer  

                                                                                                                                                               (Germany) 
1. WHY WERE COMMERCIAL METER STAMPS INTRODUCED? 

 

      To economize on mailing, postage meters were acquired by companies. This would avoid the affixing of 
stamps on envelopes and result in a more efficient handling of outgoing business mail. 
 

2. WHO USES POSTAGE METERS?  

 

      Postage meters are generally used by companies. Individuals only use postage meters rarely and only in 
the case of cost-effectiveness. For example, a mom-and-pop shop would not rent a postage meter as costs and 
benefits are disproportionate. In contrast, in a large company, the benefits outweigh the costs. In most cases, 
the slogan is interesting for topical stamp collectors. It has to be mentioned that the addition of a slogan, which 
only consists of numbers and a ‘simple lettering’, costs approximately 130 Euro (see commercial meter stamp 
used by the accounting firm Fürsattel)               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Additions of topical meter slogans (depicting animals, coat of arms, sceneries, etc.) are normally twice as 
expensive, as an engraver is required to prepare the slogan part of the die so that delicate details of the slogan 
are aesthetically presented (see commercial meter stamps depicting a truck-mounted crane and the City of 
Schneeberg) 
 

.  
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      As a result, meter slogans, which are attractive to topical stamp collectors, are mostly found in economically 
wealthy countries. Collectors look for ‘attractive’ slogans from many countries to no avail. The exception proves 
the rule. 

 
 
 

 

 
      For example, I borrowed the handbook on meter stamps from Bangladesh from the philatelic library in 
Munich. I had the idea or wishful thinking that a country like Bangladesh with millions of people must have 
beautiful topical meter slogans. The result was almost zero. There was one slogan with flag advertising jute and 
one with an advertisement for a bank. All the other commercial meters had just the stamp part. 
 
3. TYPES OF POSTAGE METERS   
    
      There are several manufacturers of postage meters. The manufacturers can be identified by the letter in the 
frank. Below, is a list of manufacturers. This list is not exhaustive. A- Frama, H - Stielow, K -Telefrank, M – Mailit. 
The following depicted commercial meter stamp used by the Roads Construction Office of Osnabrück indicates 
that the office used a Frama postage meter. 
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      The letter code is valid for Germany. In the US and other countries, Pitney Bowes, for example, does not 
use the letter E but the acronym PB (= PITNEY BOWES) as shown in the following image depicting a commercial 
meter stamp from the US and UN with the letter code PB. 
 
 
 

 

 
      There are, among others, also SATAS and NEOPOST postage meters existing. In particular, many 
commercial stamps from SATAS postage meters used in Australia are in my possession (no figures). 
 
4. RARITY OF COMMERCIAL METER STAMPS 
 
      Commercial meter stamps are still regarded as the ‘poor cousin’ of philately. Therefore, one has to assume 
that 99% of the material from 1960-1970 no longer exists. And quite often, meters of this period are regarded as 
unique. The motto then was ‘anything without a postage stamp goes into the trash’. Such a view is still 
widespread these days.  
 
      This is certainly also true for sheltered workshops, where letters with definitive or commemorative postage 
stamps are processed to kilo ware, whereas commercial meter stamps of high significance for topical collectors 
go into the trash. Additionally, unlike commemorative and advertising postmarks, postage meters are not 
announced in any postal bulletin. Therefore, philatelic searches or in other words research is largely required. 
The current prices for commercial meter stamps result from their negligence in the past.  
 
      These prices are not only asked but also paid for depending on the age and topic of the respective meter 
stamp. Suppliers of that material are WAPLER and GÄRTNER as well as US and Australian companies. I have 
already paid more than $ 50 for certain pieces. 
 
5. HOW TO KEEP COMMERCIAL METER STAMPS 
 
      Of course, it is up to the collector how to keep the commercial meters. It is, however, strongly advised to 
keep the entire envelope with the meter stamp and not to cut out the meter stamp. This is especially true for 
older material, which is rare. 
 
      This is particularly a problem for exhibitors who like to show only the commercial meter stamps due to space 
constraints. These exhibitors cannot make use of the ‘void area’ of the envelope due to space constraints. It is 
advised to use ‘windowing’ when preparing the exhibit pages. Also, the flap of self-seal envelopes should be 
removed to prevent any damages due to the glue. 
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6. QUALITY OF COMMERCIAL METER STAMPS  
 
      One should not be too demanding regarding the quality of commercial meter stamps. Here, generosity is 
required. Postage meters were purchased for commercial reasons and the office staff may run hundreds to 
thousands of letters through the postage meter every day. There is no time to pay attention to the quality of the 
imprint. Sometimes, you get weak imprints, heavy imprints, smudged imprints or commercial meter stamps 
where a part of the imprint is missing. The offices, which run the postage meters, are not ‘postmarking units’ run 
by the ‘Deutsche Post’ (German Post) for philatelists or SPECIAL HANDSTAMP CENTRES of the United 
Kingdom. 
 
7. THE PROBLEM OF CANCELLATIONS OF COMMERCIAL METER STAMPS 
 
      Consistently, envelopes with commercial meter stamps, which were cancelled by ‘Deutsche Post’, (see 
image below). The commercial meter stamp below shows the date 15th September 1967 and a hand cancellation 
applied by a postal employee on 16th September 1967 (i.e. the date the German Post received the mail items 
from the company). 
 
 

 
 

 
      Much to the collector’s regret, quite often the cancellation affects the meter slogan. The reason for any 
additional cancellation is found in the general terms and conditions of the ‘Deutsche Post AG’ (German Post). If 
a company uses a meter stamp dated on day X for its mail, the envelopes will have to be mailed on the same 
day X. However, if the ‘Deutsche Post’ receives the business mail on the next day, let us call it day Y, an 
automatic additional cancellation by the ‘Deutsche Post AG’ is required. The reason for this is obvious (delivery 
times need to be met). 
 
8. FINAL REMARKS 
 
      Commercial meter stamps are primarily interesting to topical collectors due to their meter slogans. It is likely 
less of interest, whether the meter stamp was printed by a Frama or Postalia postage meter. However, a 
respective reference or knowledge about it is evidence of philatelic knowledge that could or should be included 
in a stamp exhibit, especially in the case of rare items, for example essays or specimens (see depicted KLM 
meter stamp specimen and a ‘Nationalbank Essen’ meter stamp sample card). 
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     Collectors who like 
to obtain commercial 
meter stamps from 
companies directly 
can expect all sorts of 
things.  One does not 
receive a reply, 
receives cancelled 
meter stamp 
envelopes, and gets 
neat envelopes or 
even a reply that the 
request was turned 
down, but with the 
enclosed money kept; 
almost anything is 
possible. 

 
      For example, I 
wanted to get a 
commercial meter 
stamp for my FIP 
exhibit depicting a 
KOOKABURRA from 
Australia. Along with 
my request, I 
enclosed $US 5 in the 
envelope. I did not 
receive the meter 
stamp since it was no 
longer in use, but instead two beautiful tee-shirts depicting KOOKABURRAS. 
 
 
This article is based on an oral presentation by Mr. Otto Gleixner, Seefeld, member of the Research Society for Post Office 
and Commercial Meter Stamps (registered society) in the ‘BDPh e.v.’ (Federation of German Philatelists; registered society) 
and is now published with the consent of Mr. Otto Gleixner. Here, I personally like to thank Mr. Gleixner for the review and 
revision of the manuscript and Mr. Karim Roder, Providence, for the help with the translation into English.  
 

Wolfgang Beyer, “Research Society Zoology” (ArGe Zoologie) 
 

 
 
This article was previously published in our bulletin No.3 (May 2016)  -  Editor 
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Knowledge Bank   
 

GLOSSARY OF PHILATELIC TERMS 
 

Front The address side of an envelope from which the back has been detached.  

 

FRPSL Fellow of the Royal Philatelic Society London.  

 

Fugitive Inks Inks which run when in contact with water etc or which fade if exposed to a bright light.   

 

Full Face Portraits of persons on stamps facing full front.  

  

Fumigated Mail Mail which has been treated to prevent the spread of infection (q.v Disinfected Mail)  

 

G.C.Paper (Grande Consommation) emergency paper used for certain French stamps during and after WWI.   

 

Galvanotyping Term synonymous with electro typing.   

 

Garter Watermark Watermark representing the insignia of the Order of the Garter, large, medium and small.  

 

Gauge Term describing both stamp separation and the instrument used to measure them (q.v Perforation 
Gauge)  

 

General Collection One that embraces stamps of many countries.  

 

General Letter Office Name by which the British Post Office was originally known.  

 

General Postal Union Original name for the Universal Postal Union (q.v)  

 

Generic Smilers In addition to Customised Smilers sheets (q.v Smilers) Royal; Mail provides the stamps with a 
printed motif on the labels in place of a personal photograph.  

 

Germania the longest lived German stamp also used in many German Colonies.   

 

Glacé Paper Paper that has been given a glossy finish by glazing with friction or applied heat.  

 

Glider Mail Mail conveyed by glider.  

 

Goats Eyes Nickname for the second issue Brazilian stamps.  

 

Goldbeaters Skin A thin translucent resin based paper used for the 1886 parcel stamps of Germany.  

 

Government Parcels Overprint on British stamps used for parcels dispatched on government service.  

 

G.P.U. General Postal Union.(q.v)  

 

Grande Consommation see GC  

 

Granite Paper Paper having coloured cotton, linen, jute or wool fibres embodied within it.  

 

Graphite Line Vertical black lines printed on the back of certain British stamps in 1957 for experiments in 
automatic sorting.  

 

Gravure Printing by which the ink is held in tiny cells etched into the cylinder. Once known as photogravure (q.v) 
when photography was involved in the process.  

 

Greetings Stamps Special stamps issued with labels attached giving various forms of greeting.  

 

GRI Georgius Rex Imperator.  

 

Grille A security device in the form of small square dots embossed on certain stamps of the USA and Peru 
devised by C.F Steel of National Bank Note Company 1861-62.  

 

Guarantee Mark Mark on stamp to indicate that it is authorised for postal purposes.   

 

Guaranteed Delivery Service introduced by Royal Mail (1993) with distinctive labels and stationery  
guaranteeing delivery by mid-day on the day following posting see Special Delivery.  

 

Guerrilla Stamps Stamps issued by guerrilla forces dating from 1895.  

 

Guide Arrow Marginal mark on stamp sheets indicating the centre point of the sheet or pane.  
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Guide Lines and Dots Fine lines or dots marked upon the plate as a guide for the engraver when transferring 
impressions.  

 

Guilloché (French) Engine turning (q.v).  

 

Gum The adhesive substance found on the back of stamps when sold to the public to enable the stamp to be 
stuck to the envelope etc.  

 

Gum Breaker Bars Lines on the gummed side of stamps breaking up the pattern of the gum and preventing the 
stamps from curling.  

 

Gutter The space left between two panes of stamps can be vertical or horizontal to allow them to be guillotined, 
if required.  

 

Hair lines Diagonal white lines which cross the outer corners of stamps printed from the reserve plates.  

 

Half Tone Process A photo mechanical method of representing light and shade by dots of varying size,  
extensively used for the reproduction of illustrations in newspapers and magazines.  

 

Hand Made Paper Paper made by hand in moulds and thus in separate sheets instead of machine made 
continuous rolls.  

 

Hand Painted Colour applied to a stamp by hand after printing. Handstamp Implement used to apply a postmark 
by hand.  

 

Handstruck Postage Stamps Marks made by a handstamp direct on to postal packets to show pre- payment 
of postage.  

 

Harrow Perforations A means of perforating whole sheets at a single stroke.  

 

Harvesters Name given to the reaper design stamps of Hungary. 

  

Hatching Series of shading lines usually parallel and close together.  

   

Hawid Strip Clear plastic strip with adhesive backing used to hold mint stamps on an album page without  
wetting the gum.  

 

Head Plate One of a pair of plates used for printing key type designs. The head plate is used to print the portrait.  

 

Health Stamps Stamps bearing a premium for combating disease.   

 

Hectograph Method of printing from a gelatine base which holds a design in a special dye.  

 

Helecon A chemical substance of the zinc sulphide group added to printing ink to facilitate electronic sorting of 
mail.  

 

Helicopter Mail Mail carried by Helicopter.  

 

Heliogravure French term for photogravure.  

 

Hidden Dates Date of manufacture of postage stamps concealed somewhere in the design.  

 

High Value Packets Parcels of banknotes and security documents sent through the post on behalf of the 
clearing banks 1970-73, sometimes distinguished by red labels inscribed HVP (q.v)  

 

Highway Post Office Motor Vehicle used in USA to operate a postal service in rural areas.   

 

Hinge Thin transparent gummed slip used for affixing stamps to an album page.   

 

HM/OW Her Majesty's Office of Works.  

 

Holed Cancellation Stamps from which holes have been punched out for cancellation.   

 

Hologram Device creating a three-dimensional effect in different colours when tilted or angled to the light.  

 

Honour Envelope Envelope bearing an inscription signifying its use by forces on active service who certified 
on their honour that the contents did not disclose any military matters.  

 

Hooded Datestamp A circular datestamp having an additional concentric segment around the top in the form 
of a hood for the purpose of containing a distinctive inscription.  

 
 (to be continued….)                                                                                           
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SPECIAL COVERS 
 

150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi 
 

  
RAIPUR GPO : 30 Jan 2019 

Martyr’s Day 
RAIPUR GPO : 30 Jan 2019 

National Cleanliness Day 

  
CUTTACK : 23 Jan 2019 

Celebrating Birth Anniversary of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose (Cycle Rickshaw carried cover) 

CUTTACK : 30 Jan 2019 
Martyrs Day (Foot Walking carried cover) 

  
KANPUR : 30 Jan 2019 

71st Martyr’s Day 
JABALPUR : 16 Feb 2019  

Mahatma Gandhi in Jabalpur 

  
MANGALURU : 23 Feb 2019 

Mahatma Gandhiji’s visit to Mangaluru 
UDUPI : 25 Feb 2019 

Mahatma Gandhi at Udupi 
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AHIMSAPEX : JAIPUR : 30 Jan 2019 
Jaipur in Bapu’s News Paper “Harijan” 

AHIMSAPEX : JAIPUR : 01 Feb 2019 
150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi 

 
 

TWINCITYPEX-2019 
15 & 16 Feb 2019 

 

 
Gandhi-Khadi 

  
Mahatma Gandhi – News Paper Mahatma Gandhi – Women Education 

  
 

  
RAJNANDGAON : 22 Sep 2018 

Water Conservation Festival 
COIMBATORE : 29 Oct 2018 
Golden Jubilee of CODISSIA 
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LUCKNOW : 26 NOV 2018 

32nd All India Postal Wrestling Tournament 
 

THEKKADY : 21 Dec 2018 
40 Years of Tiger Conservation 

  
MADURAI : 21 Dec 2018 

Postal Training Centre, Madurai 
Kottaram : 23 Dec 2019 

Shri Shirdi Sai Anantha Alayam, Potraiyadi 
 

  
PONGALUR : 24 Dec 2018 

1008 Gomatha Pooja 
SHIVANAGI : 27 Dec. 2018 

Bharatiya Sanskriti Utsava - 5 
 

  

LUCKNOW : 02 Jan 2019 
Deen Dayal SPARSH Yojana 

COIMBATORE : 05 Jan 2019 
Dr G Venkataswamy Birth Centenary Year 

Celebration 
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KOCHI M.G. ROAD : 07 Jan 2019 

Ernakulam Women’s Association Celebrating 100 
Glorious - Year and a Priceless Heritage 

 

KODIYALBAIL : 10 Jan 2019 
Centenary Celebrations Of Besant Girls’ Higher 

Primary School 
 

  
AHMEDABAD : 11 Jan 2019 

Antarmana 50th Golden Jubilee Janm Jayanti 
D.R. COLLEGE P.O. : 08 Feb 2019 

51st ISHACON – 2019 
 

  
DHARMASTHALA : 09 Feb 2019 

Sri Dharmasthala Bhagavan Shree Bahubaliswamy 
4th Mahamasthabhisheka Mahotsav-2019 

 

MANGALURU : 20 Feb 2019 
St. Agnes College 

 

  
LEH : 23 Feb 2019 
Chadar Mail Line 

 

MUMBAI : 24 Feb 2019 
Western Railway Headquarters, Churchgate 
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KOTAPEX – 2019 
5 & 6 Feb, 2019, Kota, Rajasthan 

  
Tigress MT-2 in Mudandara Hills Tiger Reserve Seven Wonders Park, Kota 

 

  

AWADHPEX-2019 
Divisional Level Philatelic Exhibition, Faizabad 

5 – 7 Jan 2019 

  
Ram Ki Paidi, Ayodhya Shambhu Narayan Singh, Freedom Fighter 

 

  
Maulavi  Ahmadullah Shah : Freedom Fighter Mela of Gobind Sahib, Ambedkar Nagar 

 

 
Ram Nevaj Singh Post Graduate College 
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VADORAPEX -2019 

  
Natural Gas for Greener prospirity Delight & Divine Charitable Trust 

 

 
 

GURPEX – 2019 
Dist. Level Philatelic Exhibition 

29 & 30 Jan 2019 

  
Birbal Ka Chhatta Heritage Transport Museum 

 

 
150 years of Celebrating the Mahatma 

 

 
 

BHILWARAPEX – 2019 
14 & 15 Feb 2019 

  
Ranjit Sagar Pond, Gurlan, Bhilwara 

 

Padmashri Shrilal Joshi 
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GANDHIPEX – 2019 
Pondicherry : 01-03 Feb 2019 

 
Mahakavi-Mahatma-Aurobindo 

 

  
JIPMER  Communal Harmony 

 

 
 

  
MUMBAI :  09 Jan 2019 

Prakash Bhai Mohadikar Birth Centenary 
MUMBAI : 26 Jan 2019 

Birth Cen. Celebration of Dr. V. Subramanian 
 

 
MANIKNAGAR : 04 Jan 2019 

World Braille Day 
 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan, Thiruvananthapuram 
Suresh R, Bengaluru 
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New Issues from Other Countries 
 
 
 
 
 

LIECHTENSTEIN 
Europa 2019 – National Bird 

 
 

Issue Date 04.3.2019 

 
GREAT BRITAIN 

Cartoons 

 
Issue Date 14.3.2019 

 
 
 

SWITZERLAND 
Animal Friends 

 

 
Issue Date 07.3.2019 

 
SWITZERLAND 

Fumetto Comic Festival 

 
Issue Date 07.3.2019 

Image courtesy: Wopa+                     
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Forthcoming Events 
 
 
 

28 FEBRUARY TO 15 MARCH 2019 

ANMIKAPEX 2019 

      Department of Posts, Tiruchirappalli, is conducting 
a mini philatelic exhibition from 28th February to 15th 
March, 2019 at Philatelic Bureau, Tiruchirappalli Head 
Post Office. 
 

3 TO 11 MARCH 2019 

PHILATELIC EXHIBITION 

      Railway Museum, Chennai along with South India 
Philatelist’s Association (SIPA) is displaying a philatelic 
exhibition from 3rd March to 11th Maarch2019.  The 
following exhibits are on display: Railway, Scouts, 
Gandhi, Summer Olympics, Butterflies, Maximaphily, 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites, Unusual stamps etc. 
 

12 TO 14 JULY 2019 

KUMARIPEX 2019 

     The Kanyakumari District Philatelic and Numismatic 
Association will conduct a Philatelic and Numismatic 
Exhibition from 12 to 14 July, 2019 at Dhramin Kalyana 
Mandapam, Meenakshipuram, Nagercoil. 
For details contact: 9894484993 

9 TO 11 AUGUST 2019 

APEX 2019 

     Ananthapuri Philatelic Association, Thiruvanantha-
puram will organise its 3rd Philatelic Exhibition from 9th 
to 11th August, 2019 at Bhagyamala Auditorium in 
Chandrasekharan Nair Stadium, Palayam, Thiruvanan-
thapuram. 

 

 

ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION 
Hosts 

APEX-2019 
A PHILATELIC EXHIBITION OF ITS MEMBERS 

 

9 to 11 August, 2019 
 

at Bhagyamala Auditorium 
Palayam 

Thiruvananthapuram 
 

Dealer Stall rent:  Rs.6500/- for 3 days if the amount 
is settled in full before 30.06.2019 

After 30.06.2019 - Rs.7000/- 

 
 

 

Forthcoming Issues of India 
 
06.03.2019 :  Prof. Ram Chandra Paul 
 

Non Violence, Indian Perfumes, Bridal Costumes of 
India, Aquaculture, Boats of India 
 

   
      Articles are invited from readers with 
illustrations to be published in this bulletin.  Please 
send your write ups in MS Word only, to our email 
ID: apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   News and philatelic 
activities in your locality are also welcome.  
Philatelic Clubs and Associations may send their 
brief reports on day to day activities. 

 
                                                                    Editor 

 

 

Philatelic Links 
 

www.philamart.com 

www.stampsofindia.com  

www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com   

www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com  

www.indianstampghar.com  

www.indianphilately.net 

www.exponet.info 

www.stangib.com 

www.indiapost.gov.in 

www.philamirror.info 

http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 

http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 

www.indiastudycircle.org 

www.sipa.org.in 

www.philcent.com  

www.vadophil.org 

www.indianphilatelics.com 

www.mintageworld.com 

https://dharaastamps.co.in 

www.samsshopping.com` 
 

 
 

 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this 
bulletin are based on the information obtained from 
reliable sources.  Maximum care has been taken to 
ensure the accuracy of the contents, however we 
give no guarantee on reliability or completeness of 
the information. 
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Rainbow Stamp News:  February 2019 Vol. XII. No.134 
Deccan Philatelist Vol.19 Issue 1/2019 
The Hyderabad Philatelists Vol.57 No.1/January 2019 
Signet Vol.41 No.2 (July-September, 2018) 
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