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Awards won 
 

Brasilia 2017: Bronze 
 

INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

 

 

 

Dear Philatelists, 
 

     Everyone knows that Kumbh Mela 2019 concluded on 
4th March, 2019. Taking a bath on each of the days of the 
Kumbh beginning from Makar Sankaranti (first day of the 
month of Magha; when the Sun enters Capricorn) is 
considered a holy bath.  This year’s holy bathing dates of 
great importance were Makar Sankranti (15.1.19) Paush 
Poornima (21.1.19)  Mauni Amavasya (4.2.19) Basant 
Panchami (10.2.19) Maghi Poornima 19.2.19 and 
Mahashivaratri (4.3.19).   

     In connection with this auspicious holy bathing events 
various philatelic materials were issued by the Department 
of Posts and other philatelic clubs.  Mr. Rahul Ganguli 
narrates about these materials in his article “Kumbh Mela 
2019 – Prayagraj”. 

      Dr. Satyendra Kumar Agrawal our regular columnist 
passed away on 21st April, 2017.  On his second death 
anniversary we are republishing one of his articles titled 
“Stamp Booklets”. 

      At the end I once again request all the readers to 
contribute articles, club news and events to publish in this 
bulletin.   

     With philatelic wishes, I remain….        

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile: 9387801948 

 

 

 

Reader’s Column  

Dear Editor, 
 

      Love the latest issue!  The Ananthapuri Stamp 
Bulletin is always well designed and informative with 
loads of examples.  Great articles.  Thank you for 
continuing this excellent journal.  Best wishes for 
many more years of production. 

 

Carol j. Edholm 
Mountlake Terrace, Washington,  USA 

Dear Sir, 
 

      Thanks Ji nice info about commercial Meter 
Stamps, and I have some meter cancellations under 
bank themes. 

Suresh Babu 
In WhatsApp 

Respected Sir, 

 

     I am receiving your bulletin regularly and it is very 
good.  I furthers send it to my philatelic friends……… 

 

Kanti Sharma 
kanti239@gmail.com 

 

 

Sir,  
 

      The advertisement tariff published is a proof that 
the Bulletin is much valued and sought after by the 
philatelic societies across-the-board. Much 
appreciated. 
 

      The forth coming Indian stamp issues are very 
interesting, hope we could ensure the availability at 
Tvpm GPO without failure. We did not get the some 
issues earlier for example means of transportation. 
 

Kannan N  
kannappantvm@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Dear Reader, 

 
      Your feedback is most valuable to us.  We invite your 
views, thoughts and suggestions regarding this e bulletin.  
Please send your feedback  to:  apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

Editor  
 
                                                                                    

 

mailto:kanti239@gmail.com
mailto:kannappantvm@gmail.com
mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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New Indian Issues 
 

                                                
                              RAM CHAND PAUL                          KUBERNATH RAY 
                   

                                                               
                                  Stamp Rs.5.00                                   Stamp Rs.5.00 
                            Issued on 06.03.2019                         Issued on 09.03.2019 
                                           

 
 
New Pictorial Cancellations 
 

 
GERMANY 

 

     

 
 

Courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer, Germany 
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News in Brief 

 
PETRO TECH-2019 
 

      PetroTech, the biennial event, is an important mark in the calendars of experts in the domain of oil and gas 
industry all over the world. The last one was held in 2016 in New Delhi, India. PetroTech 2019 – Confluence of 
Energy, the 13th edition of International Oil & Gas Conference and Exhibition, was held in New Delhi during 10-
12th Feb 2019. 60 countries in total had participated in the exhibition. 12 Countries had put their own pavilions 
while balance 48 countries were represented through their engineering and technical entities. Ministers of 
energy, oil, minerals etc. from 18 countries had attended the mega event.  
 

      For the first time in the history of PetroTech, an exhibit on ‘Petroleum Philately’ was displayed which was a 
center of attraction at the exhibition hall. This was visited by numerous Indians as well as International delegates 
of the conference. 

          
 
      The entire spectrum of crude petroleum oil, starting from exploration to refining to the end users were 
depicted through various philatelic materials viz. stamps, first day covers, letters, cards, sheets etc. 
Transportation of petroleum products through pipelines and ocean tankers were also illustrated. Several stamps 
on the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) were on display. Last but not the least, there 
were stamps and allied materials on environment protection as well as energy conservation, in synchronization 
with common goal for clean, green and sustainable energy sources. 
 

Courtesy: Kumar Biswas, Noida 
 

PCI MEETING 
 

      Annual General Meeting of the Philatelic Cogress of India will be held on Sunday the 7th April, 
2019 at Hotel Yogiraj, Opp. Mahagujarat Hospital, College Road, Nadiad-387001 from 10 am to 
1pm.  The agenda of the meeting is: 
 

1. Meeting called to order 
2. Welcome Address 
3. Confirmation of the minutes of General Body meeting held in Chennai on 29th April, 2018. 
4. Treasurer’s report amd approval of the Audited Accounts for the FY 2017-19 
5. Any other matter with the permission of the Chair 
6. Vote of thanks. 
 

      On Saturday 6th April, 2019 Seminars and Presentations will be organized by The Gujarat Philatelists 
Association in co-operation with Baroda Philatelic Socieity, Anand Philatelic Association and Kheda District 
Philatelic Association, at the Auditorium Hall, Dinsha Patel Nursing College, (near Hotel Yogiraj) College Road, 
Nadiad-38700, in association with the Philatelic Congress of India.  
 

02.10 pm - 03.00 pm   -  One Frame Exhibition – by Prashant Pandya 
03.00 pm - 03.45 pm   -  The 1948 Air-India International postage stamp issue – by Mr. Piyush Khaitan 
04.15 pm - 05.00 pm.  -  Use of Literature in Research – by Mr.A.Bhuwalka 
05.00 pm - 05.45 pm   -  Danish Settlements in India – by Mr.Markand Dave  
05.45 pm - 06.00 pm   -  Symmary, Question & Answers 
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STAMPEX 2019  
 
      The following members of India Study Circle from India are the winners of Stampex-2019. 
 
           
Gold  
 

   Markand Dave 
 

King George V Airmail Issues of India 
 

Large Vermiel 
 

    

   Pradip Jain 
 

The First Airmail Stamps of India 
   Parvesh Kumar Gupta The Imperial Durbar of Delhi 
   Pragya Jain The King George V issues of India 

 

 

       Pradip Jain                 Parvesh Kumar Gupta                     Pragya Jain Markand Dave Receiving the Gold Medal 

  
 
 

India Abroad 
 
      In connection with the celebration of 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi Paraguay and Fiji released 
stamps and covers featuring Gandhi. 
 

     
 

Shri. Venkaiah Naidu, Vice President of India releases the Paraguay stamp 
 

  
 

High Commissioner of India releases the stamp and FDC of Gandhi 
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    KUMBH MELA 2019 - PRAYAGRAJ 

 
                                                                                                                                                By Rahul Ganguli 
Preface  
 
      In Prayagraj, as the word Kumbh enters ones ears the 
picturesque vision of Triveni Sangam, the sacred confluence of 
the Ganga, the Yamuna and the mystical Saraswati flashes in 
the minds of people. At the sacred confluence huge multitudes 
move like waves in the ocean filled with the sense of devotion. 
'Shahi Snaan' of Akharas, chanting of vedic mantras and 
elucidations of religious hymns in the Saint pandals, 
proclamations of knowledge, tatvamimansa and truth by rishis, 
charming music, mesmerizing sound of multitudes of 
instruments, holy dip in sangam with utmost devotion fills the 
heart of devotees with immense joy and offering prayers at 
many divine temples exhibits the greatness of Prayagraj 

Kumbh. The Kumbh 
Mela at Prayag takes 
place for approximately 
55 days, spread over 
thousands of hectares 
around the sangam 
area, and becomes the 
greatest ephemeral city 
in the world. Regularity 
of this celebration, 
continuing since 

ancient times is unique in itself. Ever increasing pressure of populace and expanding cities tend to engulf the 
rivers and events like Kumbh graces the rivers with the profound status of creators of the world.  There is a 
deeply enrooted feeling of devotion and faith flowing in the veins of every Indian since eternity. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      The formation of Prayagraj Mela Authority 2018 is an important stepping-stone towards organising the event 
of the scale of Kumbh. Its primary responsibility is to ensure that the basic amenities are provided in Kumbh 
2019 to the devotees visiting the Mela. For the Kumbh 2019, modern technologies were being deployed to 
enhance the ‘Divyata’ and ‘Bhavyata’ of the Kumbh. Gates based on various themes were set up to welcome 
pilgrims and information boards to guide them to their destination. Huge pandals and tents were set up to 
facilitate the stay of pilgrims and visitors.  
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1. The Department of Post and Kumbh Mela – 2019  
 
      The Department of Post acknowledges its greatness and had established four sub-post offices within the 
premises of Kumbh Mela area. The Central Post Office was the hub of the Kumbh Mela, where mails were 

received from pilgrims and delivered to the 
pilgrims. The pilgrims were provided the 
facility of 

registered, 
speed post and 
money order. 
The post office 
had also set up 
UID updating 
centres to 

facilitate aadhar services. A floating post office was also set up which was the 
extension of the Central Post Office. Parade Sub-Post Office – was set up within 
the Parade Campus which catered to the mails of adjoining areas. The Arhail Sub-
Post Office was set up in the trans Yamuna area to provide mail services to the 
pilgrims who were residing in the other side of the river. The Jhunsi Sub Post 
Office catered to the needs of people who were staying towards the trans-Yamuna 
at the Jhunsi side.  
 
 

 2. Philatelic Activities at Kumbh Mela  
 
      The Kumbh Mela – 2019 witnessed the release of various philatelic items – 9 special covers, a set of picture 
postcards, ‘My stamp’` and commemorative postage stamp on Kumbh Mela.  
 
 
2.1 Release of Special Cover – Makar Sankranti on 15.1.2019  
 
      The first cover on the first snan was released on the occasion of Makar Sankranti on 15.1.2019. The cover 
depicts the official logo of Kumbh Mela 2019 
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2.2 Release of Special Cover – Paush Purnima on 21.1.2019  
 
      The second cover on the second snan was released on the occasion of Paush Purnima on 21.1.2019. The 
cover has the image of the temple situated in the campus of Kumbh Mela.  
 

 
 

 
2.3 Release of Special Cover – Mauni Amavasya on 4.2.2019  
 
      The third cover on the third and most auspicious snan was released on the occasion of Mauni Amavasya on 
4.2.2019. The cover was dedicated to Kinnar Akhara – It was the first time that Kinnar Akhara was part of the 
Kumbh Mela. 
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2.4 Release of Special Cover – Basant Panchami on 10.2.2019  
 
      The fourth cover on the fourth snan was released on the occasion of Basant Panchami 10.2.2019. The cover 
has the image of Akshayavat. It is a very old Banyan tree which is housed inside the Allahabad Fort. It is now 
open for public to view and seek its blessings.  
 

 

 
 
2.5 Release of Special Cover – Maghi Purnima on 19.2.2019 
 
      The fifth cover on the fifth snan was released on the occasion of Maghi Purnima 19.2.2019. The cover has 
the image of the Saraswati Koop. It is believed that River Saraswati flows from this koop. 
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2.6 Release of Special Cover – Maha Shivratri on 4.3.2019 
 
      The sixth cover of the sixth snan was released on the occasion of Maha Shivratri 4.3.2019. The cover was 
dedicated to Pontoon Bridges which are the most significant during Kumbh Mela. These temporary bridges are 
prepared for pilgrims to cross the rivers. During Kumbh many such temporary bridges are prepared to facilitate 
the pilgrims to move within the Kumbh Area. 
      

 
 

 
3. Release of Commemorative Stamp – Kumbh Mela, Prayagraj 
 
      The commemorative stamp on Kumbh Mela, Prayagraj was released on 2.2.2019 by Shri. Manoj Sinha, 
Hon’ble Minister of Communication, Government of India. It was for the first time that a stamp was released on 
Kumbh Mela. The stamp denotes the confluence of River Ganga and River Yamuna. Pontoon Bridge, a most 
significant element of Kumbh Mela and Pilgrims, saints and seers who are bathing in the holy river.  
 

    
 
 
      The denomination of the stamp is Rs.5. The stamp sheet has 28 stamps on it. The first day cover depicts 
the Samudra Manthan which is the most important element of the Kumbh Mela. 
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3.1 The First Day Cover and Stamp – Kumbh Mela 
 
The registered first day cover that was postally used on the date of release 2.2.2019 
 

 
 
 
3.2 Max Card on Kumbh Mela 
 

 



 

12 Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. II, Issue No.38/April, 2019  

 
 

 

 
4. Commemorative Covers on Kumbh Mela 2019  
 
      Some of the commemorative covers prepared on Kumbh Mela,  postally used on the date of release with 
commemorative stamp. 
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5. Three Special Cancellations were also released on 12th, 13th and 14th January 2019. 
 

 
 

 
 

Special Cancellation on Heritage Buildings of Allahabad – 13.1.2019 
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6. Special Covers Released on Kumbh Mela by Prayag Philatelic Society 
 

 
 
      Swami Vivekananda in December 1889 had to visit Prayag to attend to his ailing brother disciple. He had to 
extend his stay to honour the request of the host. During his stay, he also visited the ongoing Magh Mela at 
Prayag. 
 
 

 
 

Special Cover on Kumbh Mela 2019 
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      One of the most interesting feature of the Kumbh Mela is the Floating Post Office. It was the extension of 
the Central Post Office set up at Kumbh Mela. A special cover was released on the Floating Post Office 
 

 
 
      Special Cover on Floating Post Office – Postally used on the day of release. It has the My stamp of Lilly with 
the image of the Floating Post Office and My stamp of the Kumbh Mela Prayagraj. 
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7. Other Commemorative Covers prepared for Kumbh Mela:  
 
7.1 Kumbh was the result of Samudra Manthan. The fourteen elements which came out of the Kalash are shown 
in the cover: 
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7.2 Akharas in Kumbh Mela: 
 

 
 
7.3 Astrological Significance of Kumbh Mela: 

 

 
 
7.4 Meeting of the UP Cabinet for a day at the Kumbh Mela 
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7.5 Hon’ble Prime Minister’s visit to the Kumbh Mela 
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7.6 UNESCO declared Kumbh Mela as a World Heritage 
 

 
 

 
8. Philatelic Exhibition at Kumbh Mela – Kumbhpex 2019  
 
      A 30 frame exhibition was held at the Kumbh Mela Central Post Office from 26.1.2019 to 30.1.2019 to 
promote philately and celebrate the 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. During the exhibition the 
philatelists of Allahabad had put up their exhibits on Gandhiji. The exhibition was inaugurated by the Chief 
Postmaster General of UP Circle Shri. V.P.Singh. He was accompanied by Shri. Suvendu Swain, PMG 
Allahabad Region and Shri. Sunil Kr. Rai, DPS Allahabad Region. On this occasion a special cancellation on 
Mahatma Gandhi was released and a set of six picture post cards on Kumbh Mela were also released. 
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8.1 Special Cancellation on Mahatma Gandhi released at Kumbhpex 
 

 
 
8.2 Cancellation on Picture Post Card 

 

 

Picture postcard released on R.K.Laxman’s cartoon on Swaach Bharat. 
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8.3 Set of Six Picture Postcards released on Kumbh Mela by the Department of Post 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

9. Other picture postcards with the special cancellation affixed. 
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The images shown in this article are from my collection. 
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24 Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. II, Issue No.38/April, 2019  

 
 

 

      It is the second death anniversary of Dr. Satyendra Kumar Agrawal on 21st April, 
2019.  He was a well-known philatelist, philatelic writer, painter, cartoonist and our 
regular columnist.  He worked as a Senior Research Fellow in ISRO.  He published five 
books on Philately.  His thematic collection on Roses was internationally appreciated.  
On his remembrance we are re-publishing one of his articles published in this bulletin.  
 

                                                                                                                        Editor 

 

         

World’s First Stamp Booklet  
 
     The need of the hour has always given birth to an innovation which sometimes add new trends in 
some fields. The Stamp Booklets are also an innovation. Great Britain first recognized the concept of 
issuing stamp booklets in 1878, when it was proposed to the then Postmaster General and accepted 
by Parliament.  Nothing was done with the idea however, until Luxembourg produced the World’s first 
official booklet in 1895. 

    

Luxembourg 1895 
 

     It was a pane of 24 x 5c stamps housed in a protective folder which could be easily put into any 
pocket, wallet or handbag with an easy to tear off facility for each stamp. 
 
     Convenience factor of this booklet attracted many postal administrations around the globe and soon 
they started issuing such booklets. More and more experiments were also carried out to make it more 
convenient and popular among the public. 

 

The smallest ever booklet: 48X24 mm, South Africa 1930 

     A few countries used ordinary sheets of stamps and a few others adopted special editions of their 
existing stamps to meet the challenges associated with its printing, easy separation of stamps, 
environmental conditions, binding and expenses of booklet covers. They issued the existing stamps 
with different perforations, sheet-margins, imperforate on some sides, combinations of se-tenant 
stamps etc. 
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     To meet the production cost, advertisements on booklet covers and Stamps’ tab were added. 
Interleaves provided for the safety of stamps were also booked for commercial advertising. Attractive 
labels were attached to decorate or to make more meaningful greeting mails. 
 
Self-adhesive stamp booklets 
 
     Self–adhesive stamp booklets are also in fashion now a days, when folded, a self-adhesive pane’s 
peel- able backing becomes the outer cover of a booklet. 
 

 
 

 
 

The first self-adhesive se-tenant stamp booklet, Gibraltar 1974 

 
 
Prestige Stamp Booklets 
 
     In 1969 another type of booklet appeared in the philatelic market issued by Great Britain, titled 
“Stamps for Cooks” what is known today as “Prestige Stamp Booklets”. In this booklet, in addition to 
stamps, 12 recipes on interleaving pages and on se-tenant labels attached to the booklet panes. 
Coloured illustrations of the finished dishes are also included. “Prestige booklet” means a souvenir 
booklet with informational pages in addition to stamps. India also issued a prestige booklet to 
commemorate INDIA 89 exhibition. 
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GB prestige stamps booklet “Stamps for Cooks “1969 with recipes inside 
 
 

 
French Prestige Stamp Booklet, 2010 with traditional flavors and their recipes inside 

 

 
 

Prestige Booklet – “INDIA 89”-14 sheetlets printed specially with different perforations 
than the normal issue 

 
     It has added a new dimension in the field of booklets and their use even after use of the stamps on 
mails. Its popularity has attracted many postal administrations to issue such booklets for various 
purposes. A few countries have used it to popularise its flora & fauna, places of tourist attractions, 
culture, art and postal history and also to commemorate or publicise any event (India 1989). 
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Booklets as Free Pass, Entrance Ticket etc. 
 
     There are also some other uses for the booklets which were explored from time to time. Their covers 
were used as Free pass for admission during Ameripex 1986, in USA. 
 

 
Cover served as Free Pass for Ameripex1986 

 

 

     It also served as an entrance ticket to Stamp show -1989 in Melbourne, Australia as well as a Met 
Pass valid for public transportation system during the days of the show. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Contains Entrance Ticket for Stamp Show-1989 and Free Pass for Public Transport 
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    A few such booklets issued that were used for winning prizes and lottery are: 

 

1992 - Australia - Booklet with competition for a flight to the Olympics 

 

 

 
 

Booklet with competition for a trip on the train “Ghan”, Australia 1993 
 

 
 

     
 

Lottery booklet to win a Royal Mail Paddington Kite, GB 1994 
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Scratch and win booklet, GB 1998 

 

     USA issued 30 x 1c or 2c booklets pane for military personnel serving with the Allied Expeditionary 
Force in France, during World War I. Australia also issued booklets for its soldiers in Vietnam in 1967, 
having waxy covers to meet the humid, tropical environment of Southeast Asia. 
 

 
 

Special booklets for Australian Defense Forces in Vietnam in 1967  
containing 10x5c Thorn bill stamp with waxy cover 

 
Greetings and Perfumed Booklets 
 
     Increasing popularity of Stamp booklets among public and philatelic world led the issuing countries 
to make profit, making them more and more attractive using recent innovations in printing and other 
technologies. Australia issued perfumed cover booklet using Micro-bubble printing technology. 
Greeting stamp booklet with matching labels and stickers to decorate the mails, windowed covers and 
holograms are available. A few issued commemorative stamps series only in booklet form. The love of 
the collectors for such booklets restricted their use and kept them forever. There by filling the pockets 
of issuing postal administrations. 

 

http://www.steveirwinstamps.co.uk/australian-booklets-nall122curpage-2-122-c.asp


 

30 Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. II, Issue No.38/April, 2019  

 
 

 

 
 Perfumed booklet 

 
     Philatelic varieties to certain extent and the thematic appeal of the Stamp Booklets have made it an 
important philatelic element in any Traditional or Thematic collection. 
  
     Here I wish to talk about thematic collections only. There are four components of booklets which 
are of importance 
 
1. the tabs 
2. the sheet-margins 
3. the fly-leaves and  
4. the cover. 
 
     TABS In any collection, if tabs have some relation with the theme, it would be a great addition in 
any collection from thematic as well as philatelic point of view. It becomes even more important if the 
stamp with tab is available on a genuinely travelled item. 

 
 

 
 

Advertisement tab 
 

     This practice of printing private advertisement after sheet of stamps were put into circulation by the 
Dutch authorities during 1990s, was soon stopped by the officials.   
 
     SHEET-MARGINS If the sheet margin i.e. the top and bottom margins in some stamp booklets have 
something to offer thematically, its addition in any thematic collection would be strongly recommended. 
Early French booklets used these margins for advertisements and these are proven jewels in any 
advanced collection. 
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Advertisements on sheet margins 
 
     FLY-LEAVES To protect stamps from sticking together, a few countries have inserted protective 
leaves between the sheets of stamps. Sometimes these protective leaves are used for advertisement 
even with coloured illustrations. If one’s theme has some relation to these, it would again be an 
important addition to the collection.  
 

 
 

Advertising Fly-leaves, South Africa 1943 
 
     THE COVER In early booklets, the cover often contained some texts related to the stamp but one 
may come across booklets having covers of thematic appeal. Advertisements, thematic details and 
coloured illustrations may be found on the front and back as well as its inside covers with which one 
may establish relation of its  
 

theme, again making the collection more meaningful, thematically as well as philatelically. It is important 
to note that an empty booklet is not a philatelic element and hence is not a collectible.  
 

 
 

Advertising cover 
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     Some technical problems are also associated with the mounting of stamp booklets, as its cover in 
full and its stamps are to be partially displayed. It becomes even more technical when your focus is on 
inside cover content. Early stitched or stapled booklets which are of rare and of enormous value with 
links to the theme available inside the booklet will make mounting even more tedious. Technical 
aspects of mounting such booklets will be a part of my future article planned to deal with composing, 
mounting and selection of materials for a thematic collection, if possible. 
 
Post Card Booklets 
 
     Last but not least, it may be of importance to note that like Postage Stamp Booklets a few countries 
had come out with the idea of issuing a few Post Card Booklets with thematic appeal covers and Postal 
cards. 
 

 
 

Post Card booklet, Switzerland 1967 
 

     If you are lucky to establish a link to your theme with such booklets, it will again prove helpful in 
scoring more marks in any National or International philatelic exhibition for your exhibit. 

 



 

  Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. II, Issue No.38/April, 2019 33 

 

 



 

34 Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. II, Issue No.38/April, 2019  

 
 

 

Knowledge Bank   
 

GLOSSARY OF PHILATELIC TERMS 
 
Hotel Posts Stamps used in connection with postal services organised by hotels in remote areas.  
 

HPO Highway [Head?] Post Office  

 

Humidor A humidifying box or sweat box for removing unwanted paper from stamps.  

 

HVP High Value Packet (q.v).  

 

HWDC Heathrow World Distribution Centre  

 

Hydrogen Peroxide A chemical bleaching and cleaning fluid.  

 

Hyphen Perforation Form of perforation in which paper is punched out in narrow strips instead of the usual 
round holes.  

 

Ideal Stamp British post office competition held at the 1912 Jubilee International Stamp Exhibition. The winning 
design was not accepted for use by the post office!  

 

Ident Code letter or number printed during the automatic sorting of mail to identify the sorter or machine.  

 

Illegal Postage Postage stamps which are regarded as illegal or those which contravene the postal laws of  
one or more countries e.g. Rhodesia  

 

Illegal Stamp A stamp that carries the name of a legitimate country but was not authorised by the postal 
administration of that country for production.  

 

I.L.O. International Labour Office  

 

Imitation Perforations Simulated perforations printed around stamps.  

 

IMP Integrated Mail Processor  

 

IMPEX IMP without the segregation and culling section  

 

Imperforate Stamps printed on paper not perforated and not provided with other means of easy separation 
other than by scissors or knife..  

 

Imperforate Between stamps normally perforated but with a line of perforations inadvertently omitted between 
adjoining rows due to faulty manufacture.  

 

Impressed Stamp applied by a machine to paper to leave an impression e.g. a revenue stamp  

 

Imprimatur Before the early stamps of Great Britain were issued to the public an Imprimatur or registration 
sheet was printed on watermarked paper and in the colour selected for the denomination/colour to be registered 
at Somerset House. Normally it refers to an individual stamp from the registration sheet.  

 

Imprimés (French) Printed papers sent by post  

 

Imprint The name of the printer inscribed in the sheet margins.  

 

Imprint Block A block of stamps taken from a part of the sheet where the printer's name or imprint is located in 
the margin.  

 

India Paper A thin soft absorbent paper of Chinese or Japanese origin made from Bamboo fibres used in taking 
fine proofs from the engraved plates.  

 

Indicator Marking A group of letters etc. printed to the left of a meter mark.  

 

Inflation Issues Stamps with a huge face value e.g. Germany 1923.  

 

Ink Mixture of pigments, oils, varnishes, driers, toners with compounds and fugitive chemicals made in 
accordance with the type of printing process.  

 

Ink Jet Slogan Inscription applied by ink jet printer to covers during automatic sorting.  

 

Inland Mail Stamps Stamps meant for internal mail and thus inscribed.  
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Inland Revenue Inscription found on British fiscal stamps to denote their use to pay tax or revenue charges  

Inselpost (German) Island post (Channel Islands during WWII. 

  

Inserted by Hand A minor type of hand painting in which missing accents have been touched in on the stamp 
manually.  

 

Instructional Labels, Marks and Etiquettes Widely used by postal authorities to indicate special handling of 
mail in transit, e.g. fragile, perishable.  

 

Insured Mail Letters, packets, parcels insured against loss on the payment of a special fee by the sender.  

 

Intaglio Plate engraved with incised lines or cuts for printing.  

 

Intelpost Electronic facsimile system for the transmission of documents.  

 

Interim Sorting Machine  

 

Intermediate Die A die made from the original die to facilitate alterations being effected.  

 

Intermediate Perforations Perforations by Perkins Bacon printings of 1860s in which perforations produced by 
a certain machine deteriorated from the original clean cut to intermediate and finally rough.  

 

Internal Four State Code coding system used on mail by Royal Mail  

 

International Reply Coupons Slips issued by member countries of the UPU to provide a convenient  
method of sending the reply postage with letters sent overseas.  

 

Internee Mail Correspondence from persons interned during time of war.  

 

Interpanneau An interpanneau pair consists of two stamps with a blank label in between.  

 

Interpostal Seals Circular adhesive labels used to seal the flap of an envelope or to signify official  
correspondence.  

 

Interrupted Mail Mail which has been detained or delayed.  

 

Interrupted Perforation A means of strengthening strips of stamps used in vending machines where gaps are 
created in the line of perforations by the omission or wider spacing of certain pins.  

 

Invalidated Stamp Postage stamp which has been demonetised or is no longer available for prepayment of 
postage.  
Inverted Centre A stamp in which the central vignette is upside down in relation to the frame.  

 

Inverted Frame A stamp in which the frame is upside down in relation to the centre.  

 

Inverted Overprint A stamp whose overprint is upside down in relation to the stamp.  

 

Inverted Watermark Watermark upside down in relation to the image of the stamp.  

 

Inward Vouching Office.  

 

I.R. Inland Revenue  

 

Iriodin A type of ink which gives a shiny iridescent effect to the solid part of the background. Used as a security 
feature.  

 

Irregular Perforations Perforations out of alignment or of mixed gauge.  

 

Issue Term used to denote the quantity of stamps of given design or date sent out for public use.  

 

Ivory Head Uncoloured area of the head of Queen Victoria on 1841 1d red of Great Britain when seen from the 
back. Blueing in the paper caused by printing of ink that contained prussiate of potash on damp paper. The area 
of the head had less ink, so the white shadow of the head becomes apparent.  

 

Japanese Paper Soft fine paper made from the bark of the mulberry tree, long fibres accounting for its strength.  

 

Joined Paper Paper with a slight overlap where two strips of stamps from a sheet have been joined at the 
selvage to form a continuous coil.  

 

Joint Issue An issue of stamps by two or more independent countries to commemorate the same event.  

 

(to be continued….)                                                                                           
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SPECIAL COVERS 
 

 
 

SERAJKELA : 13 Apr 2018 
Chhau Mahotsav 

SAMBALPUR : 17 Jun 2018 
World Famous Sital Sasthi Yatra 

 

  

THANGACHIMADAN: 24 Jul 2018 
476th  Anniversary of Verkadu St. Santhiyagappar 

Thiruthalam 

HYDERABAD: 26 Jul 2019 
Padmabhushan Dr. C Narayana Reddy’s 87th Birth 

Anniversary 

 

 
 

PUNE : 24 Sept 2018 
National Institute of Bank Management 

SIVAKASI : 26 Aug 2018 
The Sivakasi Lions 

 
 

 
BHUBANESWAR : 27 Sep 2018 

Indian Institute of Industrial Engineering 
SATARA : 04 Oct 2018 

Rayat Shikshan Sanstha 
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PUNE :  07 Oct 2018 

Pune Half Marathon – Run for Swachh Bharat 

 

COIMBATORE : 09 Oct 2018 
The Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

  
HYDERABAD : 10 Oct 2018 

Kalaprapoorna Dr. Saluri Rajeswara Rao  

 

BHUBANESWAR : 29 Oct 2018 
National Integration Camp 

  
THIRUVANNAMALAI : 01 Dec 2018 

Yogi Ramsuratkumar 

 

MUMBAI : 12 Dec 2018 
Western Naval Command 

 
 

MALAKA : 19 Dec 2018 
Shaheed Roshan Singh 

MUMBAI : 06 Jan 2019 
St. Xavier’s High School, Fort 
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VELLORE : 18 Jan 2019 

Centenary  of Medical Education 

 

THANJAVUR: 30 Jan 2019 
Indian Institute of Food Processing Technology 

  
MUNDANKAL: 01 Feb 2019 

Installation of the Relic of St. Antony  
at St. Antony’s Shrine 

KARNAL : 05 Feb 2019 
Kalpana Chawla 

 

  
PERUMBALUR : 06 Feb 2019 

Dhanlakshmi Srinivasan 
AMBALA : 11 Feb 2019 

33rd All India Postal Badminton Tournament 

  

AMBALA : 14 Feb 2019 
Kalesar National Park 

SHIMLA : 22 Feb 2019 
Dhai Akhar – A letter to my Motherland 
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TILLAIYADI: 22 Feb 2019 
Gandhiji’s visit to Tillaiyadi 

PUTHUVYPE : 23 Feb 2019 
Dedicating Atal Bhavan to the Nation 

 

  
MUMBAI: 26 Feb 2019 

Western Railway Headquarters, Churchgate 
CHAMPA : 27 Feb 2019 
Mini Switzerland of India 

 

  
PUDUKKOTTAI : 01 Mar 2019 

Visit of the Mahatma Gandhi to erstwhile Pudukotah 
TIRUCHIRAPALLI : 08 Mar 2019 

The Gandhi Tree 

 

  
RAJBHAWAN : 09 Mar 2019 

Spring Festival 
MANNARGUDI : 15 Mar 2019 

Gandhiji Visit Mannargudi 
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PONNAMPET : 19 Mar 2019 
Mahatma Gandhiji’s Visit to Sri Ramakrishna 

Sharada Ashram 

 

MUMBAI : 26 March 2019 
Epilepsy Foundation 

 

  
LEH: 23 Feb 2019 
Chadar Mail Line 

 

LEH : 18 Mar 2019  
Ice Stupa       

 

SIKKIMPEX – 2019 

 

  
GANGTOK : 21 Feb 2019                                                                                  

The 100th Operational Airport of India 
GANGTOK : 22 Feb 2019 

The Coronation Throne of Norbugang 

 

  
 

 

 

 

BYREE : 20 Mar 2019 
150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatama Gandhiji 

AMRITSAR: 08 Mar 2019 
Tribute to Bapu Through Postage Stamps 
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KUMBH MELA PRAYAGRAJ - 2019 
 

  

ALLAHABAD: 09 Feb 2019 
Kumbh Mela 2019 

ALLAHABAD: 15 Jan 2019 
Makar Sankranthi 

 

  

ALLAHABAD: 02 Mar 2019 
Floating Post Office 

ALLAHABAD: 21 Jan 2019 
Paush Purnima 

 

  

ALLAHABAD: 19 Feb 2019 
Maghi Purnima 

ALLAHABAD: 04 Mar 2019 
Mahashivratri 

 

  

ALLAHABAD: 04 Feb 2019 
Mauni Amasvya 

ALLAHABAD: 10 Feb 2019 
Basant Panchami 
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JAMPEX 2019 
 

 
 

JAMMU: 22 March 2019 JAMMU: 23 March 2019 
150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatama Gandhi 

 
Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan, Thiruvananthapuram 

 
New Issues from Other Countries 
 

EASTER STAMPS 
 

ROMANIA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Issue Date 22.3.2019 
                                                                                  
                HUNGARY 

 
                                                         FINLAND 

 
        Issue Date 11.3.2019                                                    Issue Date 13.3.2019 
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OTHER STAMPS 
           
                      
                                              CZECH REPUBLIC                                                     CROATIA 
                                                                

      
                              Issue Date 04.9.2019                                                    Carniolan Honey Bee 

                                                                                                                      Issue Date 21.3.2019 
 

ISRAEL 
 

 
Definitive Series Birds - Set with Tab Blocks 

Issue Date 5.3.2019 

Image courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer 
Wopa+                     
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Forthcoming Events 
 

12 TO 14 JULY 2019 

KUMARIPEX 2019 

     The Kanyakumari District Philatelic and Numismatic 
Association will conduct a Philatelic and Numismatic 
Exhibition from 12 to 14 July, 2019 at Dhramin Kalyana 
Mandapam, Meenakshipuram, Nagercoil. 
For details contact: 9894484993 

 

9 TO 11 AUGUST 2019 

APEX 2019 

     Ananthapuri Philatelic Association, Thiruvanantha-
puram will organise its 3rd Philatelic Exhibition from 9th 
to 11th August, 2019 at Bhagyamala Auditorium in 
Chandrasekharan Nair Stadium, Palayam, Thiruvanan-
thapuram. 

 

 

 
Reg. No.T.614/12 

 

ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC 

ASSOCIATION 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

(Affiliated to Philatelic Congress of India) 
 

Hosts 
 

APEX-2019 
A PHILATELIC EXHIBITION OF ITS MEMBERS 

 

9 to 11 August, 2019 
 

at Bhagyamala Auditorium 
Palayam, Thiruvananthapuram 

 

Dealer Stall rent:  Rs.6500/- for 3 days if 
the amount is settled  

in full before 30.06.2019 
After 30.06.2019 - Rs.7000/- 

 

For stall booking contact: 
 

President: 9447413056  Secretary: 
9387801948  Treasurer: 9446139132 

 
 

 

Forthcoming Issues of India 
 

10 July 2019:  India Korea Joint Issue 

 

Non Violence, Indian Perfumes, Bridal Costumes of 
India, Aquaculture, Boats of India 

 
 

   
      Articles are invited from readers with 
illustrations to be published in this bulletin.  Please 
send your write ups in MS Word only, to our email 
ID: apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   News and philatelic 
activities in your locality are also welcome.  
Philatelic Clubs and Associations may send their 
brief reports on day to day activities. 

 
                                                                    Editor 

 

 
 

Philatelic Links 
 

www.philamart.com 

www.stampsofindia.com  

www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com   

www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com  

www.indianstampghar.com  

www.indianphilately.net 

www.exponet.info 

www.stangib.com 

www.indiapost.gov.in 

www.philamirror.info 

http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 

http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 

www.indiastudycircle.org 

www.sipa.org.in 

www.philcent.com  

www.vadophil.org 

www.indianphilatelics.com 

www.mintageworld.com 

https://dharaastamps.co.in 

www.samsshopping.com` 
 

 
 

 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this 
bulletin are based on the information obtained from 
reliable sources.  Maximum care has been taken to 
ensure the accuracy of the contents, however we 
give no guarantee on reliability or completeness of 
the information. 

 

 

Acknowledgement:  
 

Rainbow Stamp News:  March 2019 Vol. XII. No.135 
Deccan Philatelist Vol.19 Issue 1/2019 
The Hyderabad Philatelists Vol.57 No.2/February 2019 
Signet Vol.41 No.3 (October-December, 2018) 

 
 

 

 
 

Published by R K Rajasekharan 
President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association, 
TC-38/226, Chenthitta, Choorakkattupalayam, 

Chalai P O, Thiruvananthapuram-695036 
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