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Awards won 
 

Brasilia 2017: Bronze 
 

INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

 
 
 

 

Dear Philatelists, 
 

     The Previous issue of Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin 
was prepared in a hurry and also delayed for our local 
philatelic exhibition APEX 2019.  From 30th July to 5th 
August I was in Singapore to attend the international 
exhibition SINGPEX 2019.  This is the first time I am 
visiting an international exhibition outside India.  After 
returning home on 7 August, I was busy with the work 
of APEX 2019. 
 

      At the time of setting up the exhibit frames for APEX, 
I noticed the difference between the Indian frames and 
the frames used in SINGPEX. The frames supplied by 
the postal department for our exhibition was very heavy 
and needs to be placed in a vertical position.  Another 
two frames need to be fixed adjascent to it for support. 
It should be arranged in a T shape or zig-zag lines.  Also 
it requires more manpower for setting up.  But the 
frames used in SINGPEX was light weight and in a 
slanting position. (just like a self standing aluminium 
ladder)  A person can easily carry it to another place 
without much difficulty. Our frames were made for 
Indipex 2011 and distributed to all cirlces after the 
closure of Indipex. These frames are now being used by 
all circles. In this connection I request the department of 
posts to consider making light weight and user-friendly 
frames, similar to foreign countries. 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile: 9387801948 

 

 

 

Reader’s Column  

Dear Sir, 
 

      Thank you very much. I have just gone 
through your valued Stamp bulletin August 2019. 
The contents are quite educative and useful for 
Philatelists. I am regularly reading your magazine. 
 

naidu koilada  
naidukc1949@gmail.com 

Dear Sir, 
 

      It is becoming better day by day.  In the 
column on Awards to Indians in foreign or 
domestic exhibition please indicate the title or 
subject which won the prize. That would enable 
readers to know which field higher medals. 
 

Prof. Sahadeva Sahoo 
Bhubaneswar 

 

 

Dear Sir, 
 

      Well received. 
 

      Appreciate your efforts.  In spite of being 
busy with APEX 2019 and winning prizes in 
Singapore, you have done this marvellous work. 
 

      Please keep it up. 
 

      Regards, 
Kumar Biswas 

Energy Philatelist 
Noida 

 

 

Dear Reader, 
 

      Your feedback is most valuable to us.  We invite 
your views, thoughts and suggestions regarding this E-
bulletin.  Please send your feedback  to:  
apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

                                                                 Editor 
 

 

mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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New Indian Issues                           
 

                                                
INDIAN PERFUMES 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        GANDHIAN HERITAGE IN MODERN INDIA                      CALAVALA CUNNAN CHETTY   
 

                         
                               
           Stamps Rs.15.00 x 1 & Rs. 25.00 x 1                                              Stamp Rs.5.00 
                       Issued on 15.08.2019                                                     Issued on 24.08.2019 
 

 
                                       

 

Stamps Rs.25.00 x 4 
Miniature Sheet Rs.50.00 x 2 

Issued on 01.08.2019 
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INDIANS IN FIRST WORLD WAR 

 
Indian War Memorials 

 

 
 

Air Warriors 

 

 
 

Major Battle Theatres 
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Maharaja Ganga Singh, Indian Signatory to the Treaty of Versailles on 28 June 1919 

 

 
 

Stamps Rs.25.00 x 1, Rs.15.00 x 3, Rs.10 x 3 & Rs.5.00 x 8 
Miniature Sheets Rs.45.00 x 1, Rs.40.00 x 1, Rs.30.00 x 1 & RS.25.00 X 1 

Issued on 20.08.2019 
 

MASTER HEALERS OF AYUSH 
 

 
 

Stamps Rs.5.00 x 12 
Issued on 30.08.2019 
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Association News 
 

APEX-2019 

      Ananthapuri Philatelic Association conducted its 3rd Philatelic Exhibition APEX-2019 at the Bhagyamala 
Auditorium, Palayam, Thiruvananthapuram from 9th to 11th August, 2019 in connection with the celebration of 
the 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.  The exhibition was purely for its members.   
 
      The exhibition was inaugurated by Shri.Kalyan Dan, Asst Director (Philately) by cutting a ribbon at the 
entrance, in the presence of Shri.Suresh Kumar, Asst. Superintendent (Philately) at 9.00 am.  Before that the 
office bearers of the association received the distinguished guests by giving bouquets at the venue.   
 

         
                                   Inaugural function                                                                   Cover releasing function 
 

      In connection with the exhibition, a Special Cover and cancellation were released by Smt.Sarada Sampath, 
Chief Postmaster General, Kerala at 11.00 am in the function organised at the Philatelic Bureau, 
Thiruvananthapuram.  Shri.Sukesh Reghunathan, Sr. Supdt. of Post Offices, Thiruvananthapuram North was 
also present in the function.  At this function the Secretary Shri. P. Mohanachandran Nair was felicitated by 
Smt.Sarada Sampath, for winning Large Silver at SINGPEX 2019, international exhibition held at Singapore 
from 31.7.2019 to 4.8.2019. 
 

       
                                   The issued cover                                               Felicitation of our Secretary, Mohanachandran Nair 

 
      The special cover represents Madhavi Mandiram, Neyyattinkara, where Mahatma Gandhi stayed for a day 
on 14.01.1937 on his way to Kanyakumari.  Madhavi Mandiram, the house of Shri.G.Ramachandran, his disciple, 
is now a museum dedicated to the memory of both of them.  The cot that Gandhiji used to slept on that day has 
been kept in the room where Gandhiji stayed.  By the side, a charkha used by Gandhiji and a brass urn that 
contained his ashes before it was immersed in the seas of Kanyakumari, were also kept for exhibition to public.  
The special cover shows these pictures along with a statue of Mahatma Gandhi placed at the museum.  The 
cancellation represents Gandhi’s standing posture and his signature within a stamp. 
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      This special cover was received by Shri.Perumal Pillai, Administrative Officer, Madhavi Mandiram Loka Seva 
Trust. The design was created by our executive committee member Shri.Boben J E, who has an expertise in 
designing covers, cancellations, maxim cards etc. 
 

        
        Cover designer Shri.Boben                                                         View of exhibits 

 
      The exhibition was well arranged in 88 frames supplied by the Department of Posts. Of which 16 frames 
were used for one frame competition.  The prize winners of One Frame Exhibits are:  

 

First Prize:        Shri Madhavan, Madurai 
Second Prize:  1. Shri Jacob Philip, Thiruvananthapuram.    
                         2. Shri.Madhusudhanan R Shet, Thrissur 

   Third Prize: 1. Prof.(Dr.) Vra. Saathappan, Kannur 
                      2. Shri. Hentry Smith Kumar, 
                          Thiruvananthapuram 

 
      The other frames were non competitive exhibits from the collection of our members. 
 
      There were provisions for 25 dealer stalls but only 11 dealers were present. Others could not attend due to 
issues of heavy rain.  There was a large crowd on the Thiruvananthapuram Philatelic Bureau counter that was 
opened at the venue.  
 

 

 
Dealer stalls and Philatelic Bureau counter 
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      We had appointed different committes for the smooth functioning of the exhibition.  All the committees and 
its members functioned well.  The exhibit frames were fixed and dismantled by exhibition committee members 
under the supervision of Shri.Gireesh Kumar and Hentry Smith Kumar. 
 
      Large publicity was given for the exhibition through different media. Flex boards, posters, notices etc. were 
fixed in different parts of the city by the Publicity Committee headed by Rajesh Kumar, Sagar and Jacob Philip. 
 
      Other committees such as the Reception Committee, Food Committee etc. also functioned well. 
 
      At the valediction function held at 5.00 pm on 11 August 2019, our President Shri R K Rajasekharan 
distributed certificates to the winners and participants. 
 

Certificates received by 

 

     
                                 Shri. C.Madhavan.                                                       Prof.(Dr.) Vra Saathappan 

 

       
                                     Shri.V.Syam Kumar                                                              R K Rajasekharan 
 

Due to heavy rains across the state, there were a lot of struggles to organize the exhibition. Most of the dealers 
who had promised to attend, could not make it for the exhibition.  Visitors from other districts of Kerala were not 
in a position to attend it due to cancellation of trains and public transportation system.  We were also forced to 
cancel the quiz programme and the philatelic workshop due to holidays given to schools on account of rains.  
 
      Thus the curtain fell on 11th August 2019 at 5.30 pm with the memories of APEX 2019 in every members 
mind.  In this connection we wish to thank the Department of Posts for their entire support, Kerala Police for the 
hall and for serving the best food, S V Decorations and Ajan Arts for arranging/decorating the exhibition hall and 
creating advertisements, dealers who attended and the members who struggled their best to make this exhibition 
a grand success. 
 

By Mohanachandran Nair 
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Stamp Talk - 4 
by PENNY BLACK on 

NETAJI & I.N.A. 
 

 

 Prof. Dr. Vra. Saathappan 
Vimal Jyothi Engineering College, Chemperi,  Kerala-670632 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congress youth group in  Bengal  was  organised  into  a  quasi-military  organisation  called  the  Bengal  
Volunteers.  He was first arrested for participating in Civil Disobedience Movement in 1921.In his life, 
he was arrested eleven times for his outspokenness against the British.   In 1924, he was exiled to 
Mandalay in Burma.  

 

Dear friend,  
 

I am Penny Black, the world’s first official postage stamp, native of Britain, 
created by Sir Rowland Hill, talking to you. 
 

I am going to talk to you about Netaji Subash Chandra Bose and the Indian 
National Army (INA) with the help of propaganda labels, currencies and stamps 
of ‘INA’, stamps, coins, special covers and with some important photographs 
for which stamps are not available. Images are proportionate but sized to suit 
the text.  The number within square brackets in the text, identifies the number 
of the figure / photo or the picture in the article. 
 

This Stamp Talk was prepared by my author during December 2018, which 
coincided with the 75th anniversary of hoisting the Indian Flag in the Indian soil 
for the first time on 30th December 1943 at the cellular Jail, Port Blair. 
 

(1897-1920) Subash Chandra Bose [1] was born in a well-to-do Bengali family 
in Cuttack, Orissa, India, on 23.01.1897. He was the 9th child in a family of 14 
children. His father was a Public Prosecutor. Bose had his early education in 
prestigious Educational Institutions, both in India and in England. He obtained 
his B.A. degree in Philosophy from the Scottish Church College [13] under 
Calcutta University [14]. As a student, he was strongly influenced by the 
teachings of Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa [2] and Swami Vivekananda [3] 
and was known for his patriotic passion. At the age of 23 (1919), when he 
appeared for the Civil Service open competitive examination in London, he was 
4th among the successful candidates. 
 

(1921-1927) He was deeply moved by the atrocities of the British in the 
Jallianwala Bagh [4] massacre and was keen to participate in the Civil 
Disobedience Movement at the call of Mahatma Gandhi [5]. He dropped his 
Indian Civil Services Apprenticeship midway in England and reached Bombay 
on 16th July 1921. He met Mahatma Gandhi and joined the Youth Wing of the 
Indian National Congress party (INC) and swiftly moved up in the party 
hierarchy. He worked with Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das (C R Das) [6], whom 
he considered as his political mentor, guide and guru. He became the Editor of 
the newspaper “Forward” which was founded by Chittaranjan Das and also took 
up the assignment as the Chief of the Municipal Corporation of Calcutta when 
Chittaranjan Das was elected as Mayor of Calcutta in 1924. He was a good 
orator having unique leadership qualities and skills.  Under his leadership, the  

 
  [1] S C Bose (Netaji) 

 

 
[2] Paramahamsa 

 
[3] Vivekananda 

   

 

 
[4] Jallianwala Bagh 
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(1928-1936) In 1928, Guwahati session of ‘INC’, Motilal Nehru [7] Committee proposed the “Dominion 
status for India within the British Raj”, which was strongly opposed by Subhas Chandra Bose along 
with other leaders who favoured nothing less than a complete Independence for India. At the historic 
Lahore Convention of the ‘INC’, the ‘INC’ adopted the motto “Poorna Swaraj” (complete freedom), as 
its motto largely due to the initiative of Bose. To achieve this end, he also announced the formation of 
the “Independence League”. In 1930 he was elected as the Mayor of Calcutta. For his anti-British 
agitation, he was arrested and released in 1931. After Bhagat Singh [11] and his friends were martyred, 
He protested against the Bengal Regulation, was arrested and deported to Europe in 1933 and was 
back to India in 1936. 
 

      
          [5] Gandhi              [6] C R Das            [7] Motilal Nehru      [8] Presidents of INC       [9] Sitaramayya      [10] R B Bose 
 

(1937-1943) He was elected as President of the Indian National Congress [8] in 1937 and consecutively 
in 1939 by defeating Gandhiji’s nominee, Dr. Bhogaraju Pattabhi Sitaramayya [9]. Following difference 
of opinion on several issues with Mahatma Gandhi, he resigned from the position of President of INC 
and formed a separate political party called the “All India Forward Bloc”.  
 

In 1939, when the then British Viceroy of India committed the Indian Nations resources to the Allied 
War effort during World War-2 against the Axis Forces, He launched another Civil disobedience 
movement and was imprisoned and later placed under House Arrest. On 16th Jan. 1941, with the help 
of his cousin brother Sishir Bose, Subash Chandra Bose made a planned escape via Peshawar 
(Pakistan), Kabul (Afghanistan), Moscow (Soviet Russia) and Rome (Italy), to reach Berlin in Germany 
on 2nd April 1941. With the support of Adolf Hitler, Netaji formed the ‘Free India Legion’ (‘FIL’) with 
4,500 Indian soldiers, who were Prisoners Of War (POW), fought for British in North Africa and captured 
by the Axis Forces. He also formed The ‘Azad Hind Radio’.  
 

The invasion of Russia in Germany, changed Hitler’s attitude towards ‘FIL’. Meanwhile Japanese 
intelligence had words with the captured Indian soldiers and found that Netaji was highly regarded by 
them and was considered to be the right person to lead the rebel army ‘INA’ (Indian National Army). 
After a series of meetings with the Japanese authorities, it was decided to handover ‘INA’ and ‘IIL’ 
(Indian Independence League) to Netaji. In January 1943, the imperial government invited Netaji to 
lead the Indian Nationalist movement in East Asia. He accepted and secretly left to Japan (discarding 
the ‘Free India Legion’ in Germany) in a submarine on 8th February 1943, and reached Tokyo on 11th 
May 1943. He met the Japanese Prime Minister Hideki Tojo and the High Command of Japan. 
 

While in Germany, He married a beautiful Austrian women Emille Shinken in 1942 and had a daughter 
on 29th November 1942, named her as Anita Bose who later became a popular economist in Germany. 
Netaji boarded a submarine in 1943, leaving behind his wife and only child in Germany. Emille died in 
1996. She had never visited India.  
 

                   
       [11] Bhagat Singh                  [12] Port Blair          [13] Scottish Church College    [14]Calcutta University              [15] Rani Janshi 
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(We are back to 1941) Indian National Army (INA) was the brainchild of Japanese Major and post 
war Lieutenant-General. Iwaichi Fujiwara [30]. The idea of creating ‘INA’ occurred when the Major was 
talking with the ‘IIL’ president of Bangkok chapter Mr. Pritam Singh Dhillon. Major wanted to raise an 
army which would fight alongside the Japanese army against the British-Indian Army.  
 

After the fall of Singapore to Japan in its Malayan campaign, more than 45,000 Indian POW’s were 
under Japan’s control. From these prisoners, the First Indian National Army (INA) was formed in April 
1942 under the commandership of Mohan Singh [16]. Mohan Singh was an officer in the British-Indian 
Army and was captured during the Malayan campaign by the Japanese Army. Major Fujiwara had a 
discussion with Mohan Singh in December 1941, and the name “Indian National Army” was chosen by 
them during the first week of January 1942. Singh’s nationalist sympathies found an ally in Fujiwara 
and he received considerable Japanese aid and support. Rash Behari Bose (R B Bose) [10] an Indian 
revolutionary who was in self-exile in Japan after World War-1, was the leader of the ‘Indian 
Independence League’ (‘IIL’). ‘IIL’ is a conglomeration of ethnic groups in South East Asia who 
supported the cause of Indian Independence. Leaders of ‘IIL’ and ‘INA’ decided that ‘INA’ will be a 
subordinate of ‘IIL’ and will fight only when ‘INC’ (Indian National Congress) calls for. Mohan Singh 
wanted ‘INA’ to be an autonomous decision making body, independent of the League. Difference of 
opinion arose between Japan, ‘IIL’ and ‘INA’. Mohan Singh dissolved ‘INA’ in December 1942. R B 
Bose [10] was struggling to hold ‘INA’ together. 
 

On 15th Feb. 1943, ‘INA’ came under the command of Lt. Col. M.Z. Kiani [21], along with a policy 
forming body consisting of Lt. Col. J.K. Bhonsle [21] as director of the Military Bureau in-charge and 
clearly placed under the Authority of ‘IIL’. Under Bhonsle, served Lt. Col. Shah Nawaz Khan [21] as 
chief of General Staff, Major P.K. Sahgal [28] as Military Secretary, Major Habib ur Rahman as 
commandant of the officer’s Training School and Lt. Col. A.C. Chatterji [21] (Later Major A.D. Jahangir) 
as head of enlightenment and culture. 
 

 

(1943-1944) From Tokyo, Netaji arrived in Singapore in July 1943. 
On 4th July 1943, two days after reaching Singapore, Netaji 
assumed the leadership of ‘IIL’ and ‘INA’ from Mr. R B Bose [10] in 
a ceremony at the Cathay Building in Singapore. More than 
1,00,000 Indians from every walks of life opted to join ‘INA’ but the 
army’s total strength was restricted to 50,000 including POW’s. 
Membership of ‘IIL’ peaked to 3,50,000. ‘INA’ under the leadership 
of Netaji was called as the Second Indian National Army. Japan 
helped him in his war-effort against the British Government in India, 
and also helped to train and arm the ‘INA’. A Provisional 
Government by the name of “Azad Hind Government” (Free India 
Government) was constituted on 21st October 1943. Netaji gained 
the confidence of 25 lakh Indians abroad in Burma, Malaya and 
Singapore. Netaji declared war against British Raj and its allies on 
23 October 1943. 
 

 Azad Hind Government was recognized by Nine Nations including 
Germany, Japan, Italy, Croatia, Thailand, Burma, Manchukuo 
(Manchuria-presently part of China), Philippines and Ireland. Japan 
gave the territorial authority of Andaman and  Nicobar Islands to 
the  Azad  Hind  Government soon  after  its creation.  The islands 

[16] Major Iwaichi Fujiwara greets Mohan 
Singh (with turban) at Circa in April 1942. 

 

  

[17] INA – Emblem            [18] INA – Flag 

 

were then under the possession of the Imperial Government. Netaji made a visit to Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands in December 1943. On 30th December 1943, He hoisted the Indian National Flag at the Cellular 
Jail, Port Blair [12] and declared the islands free and renamed ‘Andaman Island’ as “Saheed Island” 
and ‘Nicobar Island’ as “Swaraj Island”. General AD Loganathan [21] was appointed as Governor of 
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the Islands. Even today, this day is being celebrated as “Andaman Day” marking the anniversary of the 
unfurling of the First Indian Tricolour. 
  
Meanwhile an Emblem [17] and a Flag [18] was designed for AZAD HIND government and approved 
by Netaji. Map of undivided united India is present in the Emblem, a curling ribbon with 3 Urdu words 
‘Ittefaq’ (‘Unity’), ‘Itmad’ (‘Faith’) and ‘Kurbani’ (‘Sacrifice’) were encapsulated the motto of the Azad 
Hind movement is present and the flag was similar to ‘Purna Swaraj Flag’. The flag included the word 
“AZAD” on the saffron band on top, “HIND” on the bottom green band and in the centre white band a 
‘Springing Tiger’  instead of Gandhi’s ‘Charkha’ symbolising ‘INA’s strength and their indomitable will 
to fight were present. 
 

 
[19] Proof and uncirculated coins issued to commemorate the Birth centenary of Nethaji Subash Chandra Bose in 1997 

 

9 low value postage stamps, one high value postage stamp with 3 variations was printed [20] for the 
Provisional  Government of Azad Hind (Free India) at Reichsdruckerei (Government Printing Plant), 
Berlin, by Photogravure process on watermarked paper with perforation 10½, 9½x10½, 10½x9½, 
11x10½ and imperforated. The stamps were designed by the team of Warner and Maria Von Axter-
Heudtlass, whose “AXHEU” signature appears inconspicuously in all stamps. Stamps were printed in 
sheets of 100. 

  

 
  

[20] Stamps printed in Germany in 1943 for use by Azad Hind Government. These stamps were never used postaly. 
 

 

SN Face Value Design Colour 
Qty. 

printed 
 

1 ½a Plough, Farmer ploughing a rice field with Himalayas 
behind. 

Dark yellow green 5,00,000 

P
er

fo
ra

te
d 

&
 im

pe
rf

or
at

ed
 

2 1a Lilac-red 5,00,000 

3 1a+1a Sikh Soilder with INA Insignia aiming a German MG-34 Dark brown 10,00,000 

4 2½a Indian Girl working at a Charkha Orange-red 5,00,000 

5 2a+2a Plough, Farmer ploughing a rice field with Himalayas 
behind. 

Carmine 
10,00,000 

6 2½a+2½a Indian Girl working at a Charkha Dark blue 10,00,000 

7 3a+3a Nurse comforting a wounded Soilder Red 10,00,000 

8 8a+12a Map of Indian Sub-continent, breaking the shackles for  
freedom amidst two Cerimonial Swords.  

Blue-violet 10,00,000 

9 12a+1r Lilac-purple 10,00,000 

10 1r+2r 
Soldiers carrying Azad Hind Flag and Cerimonial 
Swords 

Black 13,500 

Im
pe

rf
 

on
ly

 

11 1r+2r Black & orange 13,500 

12 1r+2r Black, orange & emerald green 13,500 
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3 stamps with low face value ½a, 1a  and 2½a were 
used for internal postage, other 6 low face values 
and 1 high face value with 3 variations were charity 
stamps, first value is for postage and the second 
value for charity. The charity amount was meant for 
the development of Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 
The charity stamps are classified as semipostal 
stamps. Since these stamps were never used for 
postage, as per the catalogue they are identified as 
labels and not as stamps. 
 
S. A. Ayer [21], former Minister of Publicity in the 
Provisional Govt. of Azad Hind made a specific 
mention that Netaji personally approved the 
designs of the stamps. According to Col.  P K 
Sahgal [28],  Netaji’s private aide-de-camp in the    

 
 A few sets of perforated and imperforated Azad Hind stamps 
were stamped on covers and album sheets only on 23-01-1964, 
at Netaji bhavan, Calcutta, at the ocassion of the release of two 
stamps to commemorate the 67th birth anniversary of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. 

 

 far East, “The stamps were printed under the orders of Netaji himself. However, these stamps were    
never used postally”. 
 

Azad Hind Government had a proper organized structure that had ministries of Finance, Defence & 
War, Law, Women organization, Broadcasting and publicity. It had its Bank, currency, hospitals, court, 
civil code and a national planning commission as well. All this organizational strength gave greater 
legitimacy to the Indian armed struggle for Independence. 
 

 

[21] The cabinet members of the 
Provisional Government of Azad Hind 

 
1st Row (L to R): S A Ayer,  A M Sahay,     

Chandra Bose, Dr. Lakshmi Swaminathan,           
Lt Col J K Bhonsle and Lt Col Chatterjee. 

 
2nd Row (L to R): Lt Col Loganathan, 

Lt Col Ehsan Qadir, Lt Col N S Bhagat, 
Lt Col M Z Kiani, Lt Col Aziz Ahmed, 

Lt Col Shah Nawaz Khan and   
Lt Col Gulzara Singh. 

 

 

There was no religious discrimination among the soldiers of Azad Hind Fauj as British army did. All 
soldiers were considered as sons of the same soil. Azad Hind Army had four brigades namely Gandhi 
Brigade, (2nd Guerrilla Regiment) that consisted of two battalions under Col. Inayat Kilani, Azad 
Brigade (3rd Guerrilla Regiment) that consisted of three battalions under Col. Gulzara Singh [21], 
Nehru Brigade (4th Guerrilla Regiment) that consisted of one battalion under Lt. Col. Gurubaksh Sing 
Dillon [30] and Subhas Brigade (1st Guerrilla Regiment) was an independent unit consisting of three 
infantry battalions under Col. Shah Nawaz Khan [21]. These brigades propagated National Pride rather 
than regimental pride through its unique structure comprising of the soldiers of different castes (Bengali, 
Marathi, Tamil, Punjabi, Pathan) into a single unit, unlike the British Indian Army that had separate 
regiments based on caste and creed. 
 

On 22 October 1843, a separate all-female brigade was created under the commandership of Dr. 
Lakshmi Swaminathan (Lakshmi Sahgal) [21, 31]. It was named as Jhansi ki Rani Regiment ("Jhansi 
Queens"- after the legendary rebel Queen Lakshmi Bai of the 1857 rebellion [15], which is seen as the 
first of its kind in Asia.). It drew female civilian volunteers from Malaya and Burma. A special operations 
group called the Bahadur Group (Valiant), was set up to operate behind enemy lines. A youth wing of 
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the INA, composed of 45 young Indians personally chosen by Netaji and known as the Tokyo Boys, 
were also sent to Japan's Imperial Military Academy, where they were trained as fighter pilots.  
 

Each battalion composed of five companies of infantry. The individual companies were armed with 
six anti-tank rifles, six Bern guns and six Vickers machine guns. Men going forward on duty were issued 
British stocks of hand grenades and mortars by the senior officer of the Bahadur groups attached to 
each unit.   
 

In April 1944, fighting alongside the Imperial Japanese Army, 
‘INA’ secured the first Indian victory in parts of Arakan, Manipur 
and Nagaland. However due to the superior British and 
American forces and degrading international situation for Japan 
and Axis powers, Azad Hind Fauj (AHF) had to retreat from the 
Indian front and later joined the Japanese forces in the defence 
of Burma. Allied forces came out victorious in WW2. Netaji and 
his AHF lost the battle ground in Burma Campaign. 
 

 

The Indian National Flag was hoisted on April 14, 1944 by Col. Shaukatullah Malik, INA 
at Moirang in Imphal and the Advance Headquarters of the Liberated Army was 

established at the residence of  H. Nilamani Singh at Moirang 
 

On 6th July 1944, in a speech broadcasted in the Azad Hind Radio from Singapore, Netaji addressed 
Mahatma Gandhi as the "Father of the Nation" and asked for his blessings and good wishes for the 
war he was fighting. This was the first time that Gandhi was referred to by this appellation.  
 

At the end of war approximately 16 thousand surviving soldiers of AHF were captured and sent back 
to India where they were prisoned at Attock, Pune(Kirkee), Multan, Kolkata(Jhingergacha, Nilganj) and 
Delhi(Lal Quila, Bahadurgarh). 
 
At Singapore, "Netaji" laid the foundation stone on 8th July 1945 for 
constructing a monument to commemorate the “Unknown Warrior” 
of the Indian National Army. The monument was erected within a 
month by the Japanese on August 1945.  It was my country man 
Lord Louis Mountbatten, who ordered his troops to destroy the INA 
monument in Singapore during the invasion in 1945 [22]. My author 
tried several sources to get the photograph of the monument before 
getting destroyed. But he couldn’t get it. This may be due to the 
reason that the life of the monument was only for one or two 
months. A line sketch of the INA monument was reproduced in the 
First Day Cover of the 
15 nP Netaji stamp issued in India on 23-06-1964. A sketch of the  
original monument was available in the world wide web [24].  
 

In 1995, the Singapore National Heritage board marked the place as 
a historical site and subsequently with financial donations from the 
Indian community in Singapore, a new monument commemorating 
the previous one was erected on that spot [23]. 

 

Azad Hind Bank or National Bank of Azad Hind, also known as the 
Bank of Independence was founded by Netaji on 5th April 1944, at Rangoon (the then headquarters 
of Azad Hind interim provisional Indian government supported by Imperial Japan) in Burma. The bank 
was established to manage funds donated by the Indian community from across the world for the cause 
of Indian Independence from 

[22] The photo showing the remains of the 
INA monument in Singapore destroyed by 

the British invasion in 1945 

 

[23] The present INA monument in 
Esplanade Park in Singapore. 
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British rule. The bank struck its coins and currency as promissory 
notes for the Indian National Army under the instructions of Netaji. The 
bank supposedly had an authorized capital of ₹ 5 million and paid-up 
capital of ₹ 2.5 million across the world.  
 

The bank maintained its branches throughout Japan occupied 
countries. The currency notes were issued in the form of Promissory 
note, and these notes were usually printed on one side. The 
denomination of the bank notes was not in Rupees, but “Good 
Wishes”. They were reportedly printed in Germany. These issues 
were lost at sea when the ship to Japan was torpedoed by the 
Allies. That is why these notes are difficult to be found and considered 
very rare. 
 
 

                  
 

100 (INC flag over Red Fort, ploughing farmer with bullocks  & 
Netaji in army uniform) Azad Hind Bank of India 

1,00,000 Good Wishes (Netaji & India)  
Bank of Independence 

 

  
1,000 Good Wishes (Netaji shaking hands with Adolf Hitler 

& India) Bank of Independent 
1,000 Good Wishes (Saluting Dr. Lakshmi Swaminathan & 

Saluting Netaji with a flag behind) Bank of Independent 

 

  
1,000 Good Wishes (Netaji & India) Bank of Independent 

 
1,000 Good Wishes (Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru & Bharat Mattha) 

Bank of Independent 

 

[24] A sketch of the original 
monument built in 1945 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-1Y3O4QCB8Q8/Udn6j5fSHaI/AAAAAAAALtw/DLJWgAFKIrk/s1600/Azad+Hind+Bank.JPG
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-lGI7CGw8skM/VAtUDUTy4eI/AAAAAAAARmM/lHTRGEaluXQ/s1600/Bose+Hitler+note.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-B7VeCJHSBak/U-ZHCKQbOUI/AAAAAAAARIA/WfF9YISJp5k/s1600/JHB+Independent+1000+GW+Laxmi+Bose.JPG
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-QrSy9VeQPnk/U-ZH8pVnVCI/AAAAAAAARIU/mzBNYixgHtU/s1600/JHB+Independent+1000+GW+Nehru.JPG
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1,000 Good Wishes (Mahatma Gandhi & India) 

 Bank of Independent 

 

10,000 Good Wishes (Mohamed Ali Jinnah & India with Indian tri 
colour Flag with letters JAI HIND in the middle white band) Bank 

of Independent 
 

  
10,000 Good Wishes (India with proposed Pakistan Territory and 

proposed Pakistan flag & Mohamed Ali Jinnah)   
Bank of Independent 

10,000 Good Wishes (Globe with India and two criss crossed flags 
of INC-Indian National Congress & Dr. Lakshmi Swaminathan) 

Bank of Independent 
 

In 2004, the Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Birthplace Museum was opened to public in Cuttack, West 
Bengal. This museum has 12 galleries dedicated to the life of the freedom fighter. Gallery 5 houses the 
National Bank of Azad Hind. On display in this gallery are the application form for opening an account, 
currency notes, coins, stamps and letters. 
 

  

[25] “Chalo Delhi´propaganda labels (1 pice & 1 anna) perf or imperf, 
printed in Rangoon, Burma in 1944.  

The labels are found in various single colour. 

Medal issued by some private organisation to 
commemorate the Birth Centenary of Netaji  

Subash Chandra Bose. 
 
 

Netaji coined the legendary motto for his troops during a rally at Burma in July 1944 - “Tum Mujhe 
Khoon Do; Main Tumhe Azadi Doonga” (Give me Blood and I will give you Freedom). His other 
famous slogans are “Dilli Chalo” [25] (Onwards to Delhi–while rallying his troops for battle), “Inquilab 
Zindabad” (Glory to India) and “Jai Hind” (Victory to India), the latter “Jai Hind” has been adopted by 
the Indian Armed forces and Govt. of India for their official salute. 

 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-OXXyD2n5_SY/UHh7y3pnypI/AAAAAAAADkE/uwNs1AWO4NU/s1600/Jai+Hind+Gandhi.JPG
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-0l4IiyXAk4s/U-ZITLxA39I/AAAAAAAARIk/blBBd9z1BxM/s1600/JHB+Independent+10000+GW+Jinnah+Blue.JPG
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-u-rXqENGZzE/U-ZIZepuL9I/AAAAAAAARIs/bq4qQCRm4bQ/s1600/JHB+Independent+10000+GW+Jinnah.JPG
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-h9hfkzCzvg8/U-ZIaMItyCI/AAAAAAAARIw/WWxienVSBcw/s1600/JHB+Independent+10000+GW+Sepoy.JPG
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On 23rd January 1964, India released 2 stamps to commemorate the 67th birth anniversary of  

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 15 nP stamp shows INA emblem and Bose in military uniform and his Signature.  
55 nP stamp shows the revolutionary Bose, the Poorna Swaraj flag and a contingent of charging soldiers. 

 

 

Two different first day covers were issued for 
the first time in India for a single issue. The 
cachet with the line sketch of the destroyed 
Singapore monument was for 15nP stamp 
and the other cover with cachet of the INA 
emblem and the soldiers with shouldered 
rifles was for 55nP stamp. 

Shown here is the outside bundle wrapper for the FDC for 15nP stamp 
issued in honour of Netaji on 23-01-1964. 

 

War going against the Japanese, Netaji retreated to Malaya when it was clear that the war effort of the 
INA would not succeed in liberating India from British Rule. Two days after the Japanese surrender on 
August 15, 1945 (Victory over Japan Day or V-J Day), Netaji was on a flight to Dalian near the Soviet 
border in Japanese occupied China to attempt to contact the advancing Soviet troops, and 
was reported to have died in an air crash near Taiwan.   
 

  

   [26] Reserve bank of India              [27] Red Fort, Delhi. [28] Red Fort Trial-INA officers - Lt Colonel Prem Kumar Sehgal, 

Lt Colonel Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon and Major General Shah Nawaz Khan. 

 
Red Fort Trials of ‘INA’ officials: The first trial of Lt Colonel Prem Kumar Sehgal [28], Lt Colonel 
Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon [28] and Major General Shah Nawaz Khan [28] began on 5th November 1945. 
The aim of the British-Indian Government was to execute the prisoners of the defeated ‘INA’ with the 
charge of murder and waging war against the King. British Raj in India thought that this will diminish 
the National spirit, unexpectedly this turned against them and created a huge impact on the Indian 
freedom movement and gradually became the melting point of the British Empire in India. It was the 
extraordinary support and recognition of the soldiers of ‘INA’ from every section of the Indian society 
that was instrumental for the Indian Independence from the claws of British Empire.  
 
Indians in India were not aware about the activities of ‘INA’ 
due to the censorship imposed by the British-Indian 
Government. The Red Fort Trials of ‘INA’ filled this gap. 
The image of ‘INA’ came out from the trial proceedings, 
which was of a true Indian army dedicated for India’s 
freedom. The trial electrified India’s thirst for 
independence.  Indians wanted the immediate release of  

                                                                                                                                            [29] Team of lawyers for INA-Red Fort Trials 
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‘INA’ men; they were the national heroes of the country. Mass 
rallies and protests were organized by all political parties including 
the Indian National Congress, Muslim League, Hindu Maha Sabha 
and Akali Dal in support of ‘INA’. First time in India, there was unity 
among the political parties for a common cause of releasing the 
‘INA’ officers. The British Government was so alarmed, that it had 
to stop BBC from broadcasting the story on the Red Fort Trials. 
Best lawyers of the country including Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, 
Bhulabhai.   

                                                                      [30] Iwaichi Fujiwara   [31] Dr. Lakshmi Sahgal 
 

Desai, Dr. K. N. Katju [29], M. Asaf Ali [29] and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru [29] were appointed as ‘INA’ 
Defence Committee to fight the case at Red Fort. The trials covered arguments based on military law, 
constitutional law, international law, and politics. Independent India doesn’t have any day or week 
dedicated to INA or Azad Hind Government. 5th to 12th November of 1945 was observed by Congress 
as ‘INA’ week. A gathering of seven lakh supporters of the Azad Hind Fauj or ‘INA’ in Deshapriya Park 
Calcutta was recorded.  
 

  

On 21-10-1968 India issued a stamp and First Day Cover 
commemorating 25th Anniversary of founding of INA. 

On 31-12-1993 India issued a stamp and First Day Cover 
commemorating 50th Anniversary of founding of INA. 

  

On 23-01-1997 India issued a stamp and First Day Cover 
commemorating the Birth Centenary of Netaji Subash 

Chandra Bose 

Stamps and First Day Cover released on 30th December 2018 
to commemorate the event of First flag hoisting by Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose in Andaman & Nicobar Islands . 

 

Contribution of the trials in awakening the Indians, especially those who were in the British Indian 
Armed Forces was incredible. Netaji strongly believed that one day there will be an armed rebellion by 
the Indian soldiers of the Royal Indian Army, Royal Indian Navy and Royal Indian Airforce, that will 
shake the very foundation of British Empire in India. The time had come for his dream to come true. 
British Raj started a propaganda by praising the Indian troops for defending the Indian soil against ‘INA’ 
and Japan. When the real story of Azad Hind Government was unfolded, the thoughts of the British-
Indian soldiers changed in support of ‘INA’ and started thinking in terms of Independence. The 
propaganda of the British, had a negative impact. Sympathies on ‘INA’ within the British-Indian forces 
increased the unrest that lead to the series of revolts and mutinies in the Royal Indian Navy (RIN), 
Royal Indian Airforce (RIAF) and Royal Indian Army (RIA) in early 1946. Due to heavy public and 
political pressure, the first Red fort trials concluded with the release of all the three ‘INA’ officers. They 
were just expelled from the Royal Indian Army. The Trio received grand public reception at Lahore 
where they shared the water from the same jug as a sign of unity. 
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There were still lots of ‘INA’ soldiers and Officers, in the prison camps and were ready to face a similar 
trial. On Feb 18, 1946 RIN soldiers from Chennai, Pune and Jabalpur revolted in a manner that was 
never seen before. RIA and RIAF supported the mutiny in a fantastic way. At one time, 78 naval ships, 
27 shore establishments and 20,000 sailors took part in the mutiny. Troops of Gurkha and Baluch 
regiments in Karachi refused to fire on RIN mutineers. 1200 Airmen of RIAF went on procession in their 
support on 20 Feb. 1946. Indian officers and pilots of RIAF refused to pilot planes to bomb the ships. 
Transport units of RIAF and RIA refused to carry British troops to fight the naval Ratings of RIN. For 
British authorities, it was impossible to end this revolt without a political intervention from the  Indian 
National Congress and the Muslim league. 
  

  

Special cover issued on 23-01-2017 to commemorate the   
120th birth anniversary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

Special cover issued on 10-04-2015 to commemorate the 
Golden Jubilee celebrations of Netaji High School, 

Ballamavati. 

 
 

Special cover issued on 21-02-2013 for INPEX 2013  
Special cover issued on 18-03-2016 to commemorate the 

visit of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose to Jharkhand 
 

On 23rd Feb 1946, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel met the strike committee leaders to assure them and 
requested them to end the revolt. Muslim league also made similar calls to end the revolt. Just a week 
after RIN mutiny, 1700 men of Signal corps of RIA stationed at Jabalpur revolted against their British 
superiors. To suppress the uprising, British sent in a bayonet charge that killed 80 and injured 30.The 
situation was that politically and militarily British could not hold India any more. Reliability of Indian 
troops as a whole was open to serious questions. 
 

Within three months, 11,000 soldiers of the INA were released after cashiering and forfeiture of their 
pay and allowance. Meanwhile, under the request of Jawaharlal Nehru [29], Shah Nawaz Khan [28] 
was tasked with organising INA troops to train Congress volunteers in the late 1946 and early 1947. 
On recommendation of Lord Mountbatten and with the agreement of Jawaharlal Nehru, former soldiers 
of the INA were not allowed to join the new Indian Armed Forces as a condition for independence.  
 

Support for the INA grew rapidly and their continued detention and news of awaiting trials was seen as 
an insult to the movement for independence and to Indian identity itself. It was further feared that the 
Congress would exploit the INA to gain mass support against the British Raj and possibly start an 
armed struggle with weapons smuggled from Burma. Nehru was suspected by the British Raj of using 
INA men to train Congress volunteers. The political effects of the INA trials were enormous and were 
felt around India as late as 1948, much to the humiliation of the Congress government in independent 
India, which feared that pro-INA sympathies could help alternative sources of power.  
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A miniature sheet with 2 tiger stamps was issued on  
08-01-1998 by Canada to commemorate the Year of 
the Tiger. The picture post card on the theme AZAD 
HIND has been pasted in a corner with a part of the 
miniature sheet with a tiger stamp, with first day 
cancellation. 
 

The topmost line (in Hindi) on the picture post card  
reads: "Ghulami ki shrinkalayem toot gayeee", which 
means "the chains of bondage have been 
broken".  That's why we can see a chain being 
snapped off that person's leg. The post card is 
printed with a 8a+12a Azad Hind stamp. The origin 

 

of this card is not known, except that it is from canada and this was sold in a stamp auction. 

 

 
 

INA trials and its after-effects brought a decisive shift in British policy towards independence 
India. Particularly disturbing was the overt and public support for the INA by the soldiers of the Indian 
Army and the mutinies. The Congress's rhetoric preceding the 1946 elections gave the British Raj 
reasons to fear a revival of the Quit India Movement of 1942. It was soon realised that the Indian Army 
could not be used to suppress such a movement as it had in 1942, principally because of nthe 
ationalistic and political consciousness in the forces which was ascribed to the INA. 
 

Facing problems in the British mainland and unable to gather enough forces for collaboration, 
the Cabinet mission of 1946 was sent to negotiate the transfer of power. Some historians say that this 
negotiation shortened the stay of the British Raj by at least fifteen to twenty years. Lord Clement Attlee, 
the British prime minister, reflecting on the factors that guided the British decision to relinquish the Raj 
in India, is said to have cited the effects of the INA and Bose's activities on the British-Indian Army and 
the RIN Mutiny as being the most important.  
 

After some negotiations and under some conditions, India became free on the midnight of 14th (i.e.) on 
15-08-1947.  
 

STAMPS ISSUED BY INDIA ON NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 
 

     
23-01-1964 – 15nP 
Commemorative 

 

23-01-1964 – 55nP 
Commemorative 

 

31-12-1993 – 100  
Commemorative 

 

23-01-2001 
100 - Definitive  

 

10-04-2016 
500 – Definitive 

 

 
 

    

21-10-1968 
20p 

Commemorative 

23-01-1997 
100 

Commemorative 

30-12-2018 
1200 

Commemorative 

30-12-2018 
2200 

Commemorative 

30-12-2018 
4100 

Commemorative 
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INA members after 1947: Several members of the INA who were closely associated with Netaji and 
with the INA trials were prominent in public life. A number of them held important positions in 
independent India, immediately after independence: 
 

Abid Hasan-ambassador of Egypt and Denmark, A.C.N. Nambiar-ambassador of Federal Republic 
of Germany, Mehboob Hasan-ambassador of Canada, Cyril John Stracey-ambassador 
of Netherlands, N. Raghavan-ambassador of  Switzerland, Mohan Singh [16] -commander of the first 
INA was elected to the Rajya Sabha, Shah Nawaz Khan [21] -served as Minister of State for Rail in 
the first Indian cabinet, R.S. Benegal-a member of the Tokyo Boys, joined the Indian Air Force in 1952 
and earned a Mahavir Chakra, India's second highest award for valour, Ram Singh Thakur-composer 
of a number of songs including the INA's regimental march Kadam Kadam Badaye Ja, has been 
credited by some for the modern tunes of the Indian National Anthem and Lakshmi Sahgal [21, 31], 
Minister for Women's Affairs in the Azad Hind government, was a well-known and widely respected 
public figure in India, she joined the Communist Party of India (Marxist) in 1971 and was later elected 
the leader of the All India Democratic Women’s Association, She was nominated for the Indian 
Presidential Election by communist parties in 2002. She was the sole opponent of A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, 
who emerged victorious. Gurubaksh Singh Dhillon [28] and Lakshmi Sahgal [21, 31] were later 
awarded the Indian civilian honours of Padma Bhushan and Padma Vibhushan respectively by the 
Indian Government in the 1990s. 
 

Mohammed Zaman Kiani-served as Pakistan's political agent to Gilgit in late 1950s, Malik Munawar 
Khan-commander of the 2nd Guerilla Battalion during INA's Imphal campaign, later joined Pakistan 
Army and commanded Pakistani Special Forces during Operation Gibraltar in 1965, Janaky Athi 
Nahappan, second-in-command of the Rani of Jhansi Regiment, was also a founding member of the 
Malaysian Indian Congress (MIC) and later became a noted welfare activist and a distinguished 
Senator in the Dewan Negara of the Malaysian Parliament. Rasammah Bhupalan-from the Rani of 
Jhansi Regiment, later became a well-known welfare-activist and a widely respected champion 
for Women’s rights in Malaysia, National Union of Plantation Workers-a consolidation of trade 
unions in Malaysia was led by ex-INA leaders, John Thivy-from the Rani of Jhansi Regiment was the 
founding President of MIC. 
 

Joyce Lebra, an American historian, has written that the rejuvenation of the Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam, a then fledgling Tamil political party in southern India, would not have been possible without 
the participation of INA members.  
 

Coins on Netaji: To commemorate the birth centenary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, the Reserve 
Bank of India, issued a two rupee coin for general circulation in 1996. However, Netaji was born on 
23rd January 1897, so the birth centenary year will be 1997. The coin has been mistakenly issued a 
year in advance by the Calcutta Mint. The coin also features an erroneous legend ‘Subhas Chandra 
Bose - Centenary 1996’ instead of ‘Subhas Chandra Bose - Centenary 1997’.  
  

    
Obverse of the coin Reverse of the coin 

Error – 1996 
Culcutta Mint 

Reverse of the coin 
Correct – 1997 
Cullcuta Mint 

Reverse of the coin 
Correct – 1997 
Bombay Mint 

 

As soon as the Government came to know about this error, they immediately removed the coins from 
circulation. However, some of them managed to enter into general circulation and today It’s considered 

https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-zhyO__uXgh4/TuNHRebrttI/AAAAAAAABL8/jkgH5QRxHCg/s1600/scan0002.jpg
https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-ow74wfhqq6s/TuNHTPYQdjI/AAAAAAAABME/g13aSuoxx7E/s1600/scan0001.jpg
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to be a very rare error coin of Independent India. A new coin with revised legends ‘Subhas Chandra 
Bose - Centenary 1997’ was released the following year along with a Proof / uncirculated set of three 
coins in the denomination of 100, 50 and 10 Rupees [19]. 
 

The coin issued for general circulation is made of Cupro-Nickel (CN), having 75 % Copper and 25 % 
Nickel content. It is hendecagonal (11 sided) in shape and has a diameter of 26 mm and weight of 6 
gms. 
 

The obverse of the coin has the Lion Capital in the centre together with the words “Satyameva Jayate” 
(Truth always Prevails) which together form the emblem/Coat of Arms of India. The numeral “2” 
denoting the denomination of the coin is below the emblem. On the left periphery are the words “Bharat” 
and “Rupiye” in Hindi and on the right periphery are the words “India” and “Rupees” in English. 
 

On the reverse of the coin is a portrait/image of Netaji, with his name “Subhas Chandra Bose” spelt out 
both in Hindi and English. The words “Janamshati” in Hindi and “Centenary” in English are also 
engraved on the coin. The first two coins were minted in the Calcutta mint (No mint mark below the 
year of issue). The third coin was minted in the Mumbai mint. (Notice the “Diamond” mint mark below 
the year of issue).  
 

30th December 2018 marked the 75th anniversary of the unfurling of the Indian Tricolour for the first 
time by Netaji at the Cellular Jail [12], Port Blair. To mark the occasion, the Government of India 
arranged for special functions, released 3 postage stamps and a miniature sheet on 30-12-2018 with 
a face value totalling to Rs.75/-. 
 

  

Proposed reverse and observe of the Rs. 75/- coin 
Miniature sheet released on 30th December 2018 to 

commemorate the event of First flag hoisting by Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose in Andaman & Nicobar Islands . 

 

 
In November 2018, the Ministry of Finance in its notification said, "The coin of seventy-five rupees 
denomination shall only be coined at the Mint for issue under the authority of the central government 
on the occasion of the '75th Anniversary of Hoisting of Tricolour' for the first time by Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose at Port Blair." 
 
They also said that the 35-gram coin will be composed of 50 % silver, 40 % copper and 5 % each of 
nickel and zinc. It will bear the portrait of Subhas Chandra Bose saluting the flag on the background of 
the Cellular Jail. 
 
A numeral 75 along with the inscription 'Anniversary' will be depicted below the portrait on which the 
letters - 'First Flag Hoisting Day', will be inscribed in both Devanagari script and English. 
 
The reverse of this coin will depict the National emblem in the centre with the denomination value below 
it. The inscription India and Bharat are inscribed in Devanagari and English script.  
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Author’s Note: 
 

Lord Clement Attlee, former British Prime minister who was instrumental for India’s freedom from the 
British Raj, visited West Bengal in 1956 and stayed at the Raj Bhavan, Kolkata, for two days, when Mr. 
PB Chakraborty, was the governor of West Bengal. 
 

During an un-official chat, Governor has asked “The Quit India Movement of Gandhi practically died 
out long before 1947 and there was nothing in the Indian situation at that time, which made it 
necessary for the British to leave India in a hurry. Why then did they do so?”. As a reply Lord Clement 
Attlee had cited several reasons, the most important of which was the INA activities of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, which weakened the very foundation of the British Empire in India, and the RIN 
mutiny which made the British realise that the Indian armed forces could no longer be trusted to prop 
up the British. 
 
So it is understood that Netaji and INA were one of the main cause to drive out British from Indian soil. 
 

The present ruling Non-Congress Government had taken steps to bring back the contributions of Netaji 
to light. Celebrating events related to Netaji and exposing out the hidden documents about him. 
(National Archives of India uploaded in its web site, the digital copies of 100 files related to Netaji on 
his 119th birth anniversary. 33 files from the Prime Minister’s office. The rest contains communications 
between the Government of India and the Governments of Russia and Japan.) 
 

As I am of British origin, I salute the determination and bravery exhibited by Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and 
his INA in reducing the rule of British in India by 15 to 20 years as said by the historians and snatching the 
freedom for India from the hands of the British Raj. As the story teller, I have the responsibility to thank you for 
the patient hearing / reading of this Stamp Talk–4. The text given here is based on the articles in the World Wide 
Web, India Post and the respective Ministries of Government of India. 
 

I am really thrilled to see a courageous man and his men who made the final blow on the rulers to a free India. 
His work has not been properly recognised by the INC and they snatched away the credit of freeing India from 
Netaji and his INA. Now I am a fan of Netaji and his INA. Hope you liked this article. It’s time for me to depart 
and shall see you soon with some other topic on philately. See you, bye. 
 

Your friend PENNY BLACK 
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10 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/The-Netaji-Files-Nehru-sought-aid-for-Boses-

widow/article14022826.ece 
11 https://www.stampcommunity.org/topic.asp?TOPIC_ID=22284 
12 https://ipfs.io/ipfs/QmXoypizjW3WknFiJnKLwHCnL72vedxjQkDDP1mXWo6uco/wiki/Indian_National_Ar

my.html 
13 http://beekar-the-numismatist.blogspot.com/p/2-rupees-circulating-commemorative_04.html  

http://indiandefence.com/threads/subhas-chandra-bose.2587/page-7
https://www.quora.com/Is-it-justified-to-give-any-credit-of-Indias-freedom-to-Netaji-Subhash-Chandra-Boses-Indian-National-Army-Did-the-INA-achieve-anything-worthwhile-to-really-trouble-British-Raj
https://www.quora.com/Is-it-justified-to-give-any-credit-of-Indias-freedom-to-Netaji-Subhash-Chandra-Boses-Indian-National-Army-Did-the-INA-achieve-anything-worthwhile-to-really-trouble-British-Raj
http://www.sikhfoundation.org/collectors_club/stamps-on-sikhs-in-defense-forces-by-rupinder-kaur/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/netaji-followers-want-to-hoist-tricolour-at-red-fort-on-75th-anniversary-of-azad-hind-government/articleshow/65306834.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/netaji-followers-want-to-hoist-tricolour-at-red-fort-on-75th-anniversary-of-azad-hind-government/articleshow/65306834.cms
https://bharathgyanblog.wordpress.com/2018/07/05/azad-hind-fauj/
http://republicindiacoin.blogspot.com/2013/08/identification-of-genuine-and-doctored.html
https://swarajyamag.com/insta/honouring-netaji-subhas-chandra-bose-special-rs-75-coin-to-mark-75th-anniversary-of-flag-hoisting-at-port-blair
https://swarajyamag.com/insta/honouring-netaji-subhas-chandra-bose-special-rs-75-coin-to-mark-75th-anniversary-of-flag-hoisting-at-port-blair
https://www.culturalindia.net/leaders/netaji-subhash-chandra.html
https://www.wiwigo.com/blog/facts-about-netaji-subhash-chandra-bose/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/The-Netaji-Files-Nehru-sought-aid-for-Boses-widow/article14022826.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/The-Netaji-Files-Nehru-sought-aid-for-Boses-widow/article14022826.ece
https://www.stampcommunity.org/topic.asp?TOPIC_ID=22284
https://ipfs.io/ipfs/QmXoypizjW3WknFiJnKLwHCnL72vedxjQkDDP1mXWo6uco/wiki/Indian_National_Army.html
https://ipfs.io/ipfs/QmXoypizjW3WknFiJnKLwHCnL72vedxjQkDDP1mXWo6uco/wiki/Indian_National_Army.html
http://beekar-the-numismatist.blogspot.com/p/2-rupees-circulating-commemorative_04.html
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14 http://www.maahyderabad.in/modi-to-release-rs-75-coin-bearing-the-images-of-tricolour-and-subhash-
chandra-bose/ 

15 https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/netaji-subhas-chandra-bose-azad-hind-bank-nehru-cheliah-nadar-
253180-2015-05-16 

16 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/Netaji-currency-made-public/article16839636.ece 
17 http://www.sankalpindia.net/book/formation-indian-national-army 

18 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azad_Hind_Bank 
19 http://navonanumis.blogspot.com/2011/12/jai-hind-bank-of-independence-banknotes_24.html 
20 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/captain-lakshmi-sahgal-1914-2012-a-life-of-

struggle/article3672666.ece 
21 https://tvaraj.com/tag/k-p-kesava-menon/ 
22 http://philamirror.info/2018/12/30/india-post-is-issuing-stamp-on-first-flag-hoisting-at-port-blair/ 
23 http://heindorffhus.motivsamler.dk/shoebox/frame-IndiaBose.htm 
24 https://www.numisbids.com/n.php?p=lot&sid=1877&lot=765 
25 https://www.mintageworld.com/media/detail/8452-new-coin-to-mark-the-75th-anniversary-of-tricolour-

hoisting-by-netaji/ 
26 http://utkallive.com/en/facelift-plan-for-netaji-museum-in-cuttack/ 
27 https://exclusivecoins.blogspot.com/2011/12/49-netaji-subhas-chandra-bose-shubhash.html 
28 https://thewire.in/history/dont-let-the-spurious-cult-of-netaji-sideline-his-message-of-an-inclusive-india 
29 http://republicindiacoin.blogspot.com/2013/08/identification-of-genuine-and-doctored.html  

 

 
 

http://www.maahyderabad.in/modi-to-release-rs-75-coin-bearing-the-images-of-tricolour-and-subhash-chandra-bose/
http://www.maahyderabad.in/modi-to-release-rs-75-coin-bearing-the-images-of-tricolour-and-subhash-chandra-bose/
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/netaji-subhas-chandra-bose-azad-hind-bank-nehru-cheliah-nadar-253180-2015-05-16
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/netaji-subhas-chandra-bose-azad-hind-bank-nehru-cheliah-nadar-253180-2015-05-16
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/Netaji-currency-made-public/article16839636.ece
http://www.sankalpindia.net/book/formation-indian-national-army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azad_Hind_Bank
http://navonanumis.blogspot.com/2011/12/jai-hind-bank-of-independence-banknotes_24.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/captain-lakshmi-sahgal-1914-2012-a-life-of-struggle/article3672666.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/captain-lakshmi-sahgal-1914-2012-a-life-of-struggle/article3672666.ece
https://tvaraj.com/tag/k-p-kesava-menon/
http://philamirror.info/2018/12/30/india-post-is-issuing-stamp-on-first-flag-hoisting-at-port-blair/
http://heindorffhus.motivsamler.dk/shoebox/frame-IndiaBose.htm
https://www.numisbids.com/n.php?p=lot&sid=1877&lot=765
https://www.mintageworld.com/media/detail/8452-new-coin-to-mark-the-75th-anniversary-of-tricolour-hoisting-by-netaji/
https://www.mintageworld.com/media/detail/8452-new-coin-to-mark-the-75th-anniversary-of-tricolour-hoisting-by-netaji/
http://utkallive.com/en/facelift-plan-for-netaji-museum-in-cuttack/
https://exclusivecoins.blogspot.com/2011/12/49-netaji-subhas-chandra-bose-shubhash.html
https://thewire.in/history/dont-let-the-spurious-cult-of-netaji-sideline-his-message-of-an-inclusive-india
http://republicindiacoin.blogspot.com/2013/08/identification-of-genuine-and-doctored.html
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New Pictorial Cancellations 
 

 
GERMANY 

 

 
 

 
Courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer, Germany 

 
 

 

ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION 
Membership Fee 

 

               Life Membership Rs.1500-00                                        Annual Membership Rs.250-00* 
 
                         -do-  (Juniors) Rs.750-00                                      -do-  (Juniors)  Rs.125-00*  

 
Admission Fee Rs.50-00 

 

(*Annual Membership will cease on 31st March every year irrespective of date of admission) 
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      The 36th Asian International Stamp Exhibition, SINGPEX 2019 was held from 31 July to 4 August 2019 at 

Suntec Convention & Exhibition Centre, Singapore.  The exhibition was to commemorate 200 years of Singapore 

history and to celebrate 100 years of the First Airmail in Singapore.  The exhibition was conducted under the 

Patronage of the Federation of Inter-Asian Philately (FIAP) and the recognition of Federation Internationale de 

Philatelie (FIP).  The exhibition was sponsored mainly by Singapore Post Limited and additional sponsorship 

was contributed by Spink, Prestige Label Pvt Ltd and The Penny Black – Victorian London Pub. 

 

      To commemorate the 100 years of First Airmail in Singapore, two stamps and a miniature sheet was issued 

on 31st July, 2019 by Singapore Post. 

 

 
 

 

      A total of 242 exhibits in 1200 frames were exhibited in Hall Nos 401 and 402 of the venue. 37 exhibits were 

presented under the Literature Class. All exhibits were on high standards.  
 

Following awards were given by the jury: 
 

Large Gold -10 

Gold - 36 

Large Vermeil - 57 

Vermeil - 68 

Large Silver - 35 

Silver - 26 

Silver Bronze - 10 

Bronze - 5 

Certificate of Participation – 8  



 

28 Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. III, Issue No.43/September, 2019  

 
 

 

The following participants from India won medals as stated: 

 
Name Title of the Exhibits Class Marks Award 

Rajesh Jhunjhunwala  Postal History of British India Postal History 91 Gold + Special Prize 

Anil Suri Fiscals of Mysore Revenue 90 Gold 

O K Prakash Postal History of Cochin Postal History 83 Vermeil 

Ramachandran M Kingdom of Cochin Traditional 83 Vermeil 

Avinash Sharma Olympic Games Youth Philately 82 Vermeil + Special 
Prize 

Anand Kakkad Birds of the pheasant family Thematic 80 Vermeil 

Dinesh Chandra Sharma Summer Olympic Games Thematic 80 Vermeil  

 
Mohanachandran Nair P 

Postal Markings of  
Travancore Anchal 

 
Postal History 

 
78 

 
Large Silver 

Sandeep Chaurasia Human Health & Diseases Thematic 71 Silver 

 
Monteiro Daniel 

Waterfowl – A journey  
through its life 

 
Thematic 

 
71 

 
Silver 

Pankaj Tyagi Lucknow close to my heart Picture Postcard 70 Silver 

 
Manohar Thakre 

Fishes – We may not be 
knowing 

 
Thematic 

 
70 

 
Silver 

Dubey Ashwani World Scout Movement Thematic 70 Silver 

Abhishek S A Rainbow family Youth Philately 70 Silver 

Harsh Bardhan 
Srinivasan 

UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites in India 

 
Youth Philately 

 
68 

 
Silver Bronze 

Sayam Sanjay Bagmar Unusual stamps of the world Youth Philately 68 Silver Bronze 

Vindhya Thakre Fishing - A way of life Thematic 68 Silver Bronze 

K Sridhar A candle on the water Thematic 66 Silver Bronze 

Pramod Kumar Saraf Feathered Wonders Thematic 65 Silver Bronze 

Rahul Ganguli                      Modernisation of India Post One frame exhibit 0 Cert. of Participation 

Srinivasan Paramasivam     Magpie in nature and myth One frame exhibit 0 Cert. of Participation 

Srinivasan Paramasivam     The world of Flamingos One frame exhibit 0 Cert. of Participation 

 
      During the exhibition, one seminar on 

Picture Postcards was conducted on the 3 

August at 2.30 pm.  The seminar was moderated 

by Mr. Chan Huei Lock.  On the same day, the 

following four stamp designers from Singapore 

were present at the Singapore Post Booth-Mr. 

Ivory Seah, Mr.Wong Wui Kong, Mr. Sonny 

Lee and Mr. Leo Teck Chong.  On 1 August, Mr. 

Patrick Choy, the author of  the new book 

“China Silver Yuan Stamps” and on 3 August, 

Dr. Chua Eu Tiong the author of “Airmails 

From, Through and To Singapore and Malaya” 

were present at the venue.  A large crowd 

surrounded them to receive their 

acknowledgements.  On 2 August, 11 am Spink 

Auction took place in Hall No.336.  

 

      In addition to the above the Court of  Honour and FIAP Grand Prix Club exhibits were also available for the 

public to view and enjoy. 

 

By Mohanachandran Nair 
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News in Brief 
 
INPEX 2019 – PROSPECTUS RELEASED 
 
The Prospectus for INPEX 2019, National Stamp Show, was released by Shri Harish C Agrawal, Chief Post 
Master General (CPMG) Maharashtra Circle and Smt. Damyanti Pittie, President, Philatelic Congress of India 
(PCI) at a meeting held at the Office of the CPMG, GPO Building Mumbai on 20th August 2019. 
 

 
 

Shri Harish C. Agrawal, Chief Postmaster General Maharashtra Circle (Centre)  
Smt. Damyanti Pittie, President, Philatelic Congress of India (PCI) (Second from Left)  

Shri Rajesh Kumar Bagri, Hon. Secretary-General (PCI) (Left) Shri Kapil Gogri, Asst. Secretary,  
Steering Committee - INPEX 2019 (Second from Right)  

Shri Santosh Kulkarni, ADPSR, Office of CPMG, Maharashtra (Right) 

 
      India Post has been regularly holding District and State Level competitive exhibitions for the benefit of 
philatelists across the country. Through the SPARSH Yojana announced by the Department of Posts, children 
have been encouraged to participate in letter/essay writing contests and awarded Scholarships to eligible 
entries. India Post has been releasing special commemorative stamps on various subjects of national 
importance and they are very popular amongst philatelists from India and worldwide. 
 

 
 
      Inpex 2019, is being organized by the Philatelic Congress of India (PCI), the apex National Federation of 
Philatelic Societies. Philatelists in India with the active support of the Department of Post, Govt. of India, will be 
held at World Trade Centre, Cuffe Parade, Mumbai during 18 to 22 December 2019.  
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Highlights of INPEX 2019 :  
 

· Participants from all over the country, who have previously qualified at State Level Exhibitions, are eligible to 
participate in this National competition for philatelic exhibition.  
 

· A separate Special Section has been kept for exhibits on Mahatma Gandhi as a mark of tribute to the 
celebrations of 150 years of Mahatma.  
 

· Separate Class for Youth falling in the age group of 10 Years to 21 Years has been kept for exhibits from the 
Youth as a part of encouragement of the Youth.  
 

· Various programs, seminars, letter-writing contest, etc. are specially planned for the event.  
 

· The Exhibits will be judged by a Specialized Accredited National level Jury Team through an established mark 
sheet system of evaluation.  
 

· Special Awards will be given for Best Youth Exhibit and other Classes.  
 

· The Exhibitors who win suitable awards at this National event will qualify for participation at intercontinental 
and international Philatelic Exhibitions. Details about such international events are also regularly published at 
the website of PCI www.philateliccongressofindia.com  
 

· The event will be well-publicized through the social, electronic media and philatelists from all over the country 
and abroad are expected to visit the event.  
 

· The Prospectus and rules of participation are provided in detail at the website of INPEX 2019 at 
www.inpex2019.com  
 

· Applications will be accepted online to allow easy and seamless access and opportunity to all eligible exhibitors 
from the remotest parts of India.  
 
 
ANANTHAPURI STAMP BULLETIN PRESENTED AT MAERCHENPOSTA 
 
     The printed version of Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin was presented at MAERCHENPOSTA, the philatelic 
exhibition held at Hofgeismar (Germany) from 27th to 28th July, 2019.  It was the result of the India-German 
philatelic cooperation. 
 

 
 

Left: Mr.Ulrich Reinhardt, Manager of the German Philatelic Collector Group Hofgeismar 1932 
Right: Mr.Wolfgang Beyer, member of the German Philatelic Collector Group ArGe Zoologie 

 

http://www.philateliccongressofindia.com/
http://www.inpex2019.com/
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NEW PAC MEMBERS 
 
      Smt. Damayanti Pittie, President, Philatelic Congress of 
India and Shri. Sunder Bahirwani, President, Elections for, the 
Philatelic Congress of India have been appointed by the 
Ministry of Communications, Department of Posts is proved of 
its Members of the Philatelic Advisory Committee (PAC) 
 

     

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

India Abroad 
 
50 years of harnessing water resources for progress and growth 
 
      Stamps celebrating five decades of India-Bhutan hydropower cooperation 
were released by both Shri. Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India and Shri. 
Lotay Tshering, Prime Minister of Bhutan on 17.08.2019.  Extensive 
cooperation in this sector has augured well for India as well as Bhutan. 
 

 

 
Remembering Bapu and his timeless message 
 
      To mark Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th birth anniversary, a commemorative stamp of UAE was released by Shri. 
Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India and His Highness Crown Prince Mohamed Bin Zayed in Abu Dhabi  on 
24.08.2019 
 

           
 

 
Russia issues Gandhi Stamp 
 
 
      Russia will issue a postage stamp on 4 September 
2019 commemorating Mahatma Gandhi in connection 
with the celebration of Gandhi’s 150th Birth 
Anniversary. 
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Gangajal at your doorstep 

 
 

Kumar Biswas 
   Noida, UP                                                                         

 

      Rivers Alkananda and Bhagarathi, converges at the Devprayag of the Garhwal region. 
While water flows into Alkananda River from the molten ice of mountains like Nada Devi, 

Trishul and Kamet, the origin of Bhagarathi is the Gangotri glacier at Gomukh. The 
combined watershed takes the name of the river Ganges and hits the plains at Rishikesh 
and Haridwar of Uttarakhand. From there it enters Uttar Pradesh and her downward 

journey continues, touching many cities and habitations. After a long journey, Ganges 
enters Bangladesh and there she is known as River Padma. In its further southwards 
passage, tributaries of Brahmaputra like Yamuna and later Meghna, joins her. The flow 

culminates at the Bay of Bengal. The distance traversed is about 2500+ kms. 
 
      Hindus, across the world, consider the water of river Ganges holy and believes to 

contain healing power for many diseases. In the year 1896, E Hanbury Hankin (Source- 
internet) had experimented by putting the bacteria of Cholera in the Ganges water. He 
had recorded that he was surprised to find that those bacteria died within 3 hours! 

 
      Religion apart, river Ganges enriches fertility of the soil on its banks boosting 
agricultural activities, provides water for living creatures – humans and animals etc. 

 
      Indians worship river Ganges as Mother and consider her as Goddess. She is the most 
sacred river for them. No Hindu ritual, wedding, religious function etc. is complete without 

the generous sprinkling of the holy water from the Ganges. Thus there is always demand 
for holy water of Ganges in every Hindu household. Broadly, there are two ways for 

meeting this ever growing demand for this sacred water. When someone visits a town by 
the bank of the Ganges River, one collects a bottle of water from the flowing stream and 
carries it back home. Alternatively, it is available at an unreasonable price from unreliable 

origin at the Puja Samagri Bhandars.  
 
      In order to meet this insatiable demand for authentic 

Ganges water, the Department of Post had introduced packaged 
water in July 2016. At that point of time two varieties of bottled 
pious Ganges water was available through India Post services - 

one from Gangotri and another from Rishikesh. Each of them 
was available in two different packaging viz. 200 ml and 500 ml. 
The prices were Rs.25 and Rs.35 for 200 ml and 500 ml water, 

respectively sourced from Gangotri, Himalaya, collected at a 
height of 13,200 feet from sea level. However, for 200 ml and 
500 ml of the same water originated at Rishikesh were priced at 

Rs.15 and Rs.22 respectively. Water from both the sources is 
associated with the Hindu sentimental values of the religious 
locations. Though the water gets polluted in its downwards 

journey, it is fairly pure at these sourcing locations.  
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      The vast network of post offices which has crossed the number of 1,50,000, has 
opened a new opportunity to deliver pure Ganges water at your doorstep through Speed 
Post. With improved logistics, combined with new packing facilities, the much sought after 

bottled holy Ganges water is now again available through the network of post offices. The 
revised price is Rs.30 a bottle of 250 ml and it is sourced from Gangotri of the mighty 
Himalaya.  

 
      In the auspicious month of Shravan, Uttar Pradesh Postal Circle has boosted the 
supply of the holy Ganga water (Gangajal) through its Head Post Offices.  

 
      On this occasion, a Special Cover was issued by the Chief Post Master General, U.P. 
Circle, Lucknow, simultaneously from 72 locations all over the state.  At the Head Post 

Office, NOIDA this was released by Shri Supriyo Ghosh, Director Postal Services, in a 
function held in presence of dignitaries of local residential associations. Now it is available 
at all post offices all over India.  
 

 

 
 
      It goes without saying that this is an instant hit. For example, on July 31, 2017 a 

special stall was put up by Chennai GPO in front of the Kaligambal Temple and 154 bottles 
of Gangajal were sold in a single day. It is available through e-post website as well. 
 

      ‘Dak Sewa – Jan Sewa’ is in true sense of terms.  
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Knowledge Bank  
 

GLOSSARY OF PHILATELIC TERMS 
 

Personalised Stamps Stamps with a non-postal label attached bearing an image derived from a personal 
photograph.  

 

PF (French) Payée à Frontier. Postage prepaid to the frontier of a country. 

 

Phantasy A bogus stamp.  

 

Philatelic Agencies Commercial organisations which handle the philatelic sales and publicity of a country's 
stamps.  
 

Philatelic Bureau Agency which handles the sale of philatelic items.   

 

Philatelic Congress of Great Britain Initiated at Manchester in 1909 and comprises of an affiliation of Philatelic 
Societies throughout Great Britain.  

 

Philatelic Document Document giving details of a stamp with a space for the stamp itself (see Document 
Philatelique Officiel).  

 

Philatelic Exhibition Stamp show open to the public sponsored by stamps clubs, dealers or the postal 
authorities,  

 

Philatelic Handling Labels Labels provided by some postal authorities for collectors to affix to covers to obtain 
careful handling. 

 

Philatelist A student of postage stamps. 

 

Philately The study of postage stamps and associated areas.  

 

Phonopost UPU mail classification for gramophone records, approved 1939.  

 

Phosphor Stamps overprinted, inked or impregnated with phosphorescent or fluorescent substances for use in 
electronic letter facing and cancelling machines.  

 

Phosphor Dots and Bars Patterns of dots or bars produced by phosphorescent or fluorescent substances 
applied to mail to translate the postcode from an alpha numeric sequence to a medium which can be read by 
sorting machines.  

 

Phosphor Graphite Stamps of Great Britain issued in 1959 with graphite lines on back and phosphor lines (q.v) 
on the front.  

 

Phosphor Lines Bands of phosphorescent material printed on the face of stamps to activate letter facing and 
cancelling machines and sort into first and second class.  

 

Photogravure Method of stamp production where the design is photographed to produce a master negative. 
The images are transferred to produce a glass plate.  

 

Photolithography A process of multiplying a design by repeated photographic exposure.  

 

PHQ Cards Postcards reproducing postage stamps produced by Royal Mail since 1973.  

 

Pictorial Postmarks Handstruck marks and machine cancels which include a pictorial element.  

 

Pictorial Stamps Stamps with a picture design. 

 

Pigeon Post Messages carried by pigeon, usually in the form of microfilm.  

 

Pillar Box and Post-boxes Public post boxes introduced in the 1650's for the receipt of mail.  

 

Pillars Narrow lined rectangles forming a type of ornamentation in the pane gutters on a stamp sheet.  
 

Pin Perforation (French Percé en points) Type of stamp separation applied by piercing the paper with sharp  
pointed pins.  

 

PiP Pricing in Proportion  

 

Planography Printing from a smooth surface that is neither raised nor recessed.  
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Plate Flat piece of engraved steel or copper from which stamps are printed.  

 

Plate Flaw Blemish on a stamp caused by damage to the printing plate.  

 

Plate Number Number printed in a sheet margin to identify the plate from which the stamps were printed.  

 

Plate Proof The trial impressions from the printing plate before the actual issue. Usually they are ungummed 
and printed on card.  

 

Plate Varieties Variations between stamps on any one particular sheet caused by irregularities on the printing 
plate. 

 

Plating (see under Reconstruction)  

 

Plebiscite Stamps Stamps issued by temporary independent postal authorities in towns and districts while their 
future nationality is determined.  

 

Plug Part of a printing plate plugged into the main design.  

 

Pmk Abbreviation for postmark (q.v)  

 

Pneumatic Post A system of conveying letters and cards by pneumatic tubes.  

 

Poached Egg Name for certain labels used officially for testing British automatic vending machines in 1936/37. 
 

Pochette Small transparent envelope used for containing a stamp.  

 

Polyvinyl Alcohol Gum Adhesive substance which is invisible and non curling employed on many stamps since 
the 1960s.  

 

Porte Timbre (French) Label that contains a box within the design for the regular postage stamp.  

 

Porto Postage.  

 

Positional Block Block showing a variety known to occur on a particular stamp in the sheet. 
 

Post-A-Book A service of the British Post Office operated through book shops as a convenient way of sending  
books through the post.  

 

Post Box q.v Pillar Box  

 

Post Bus Mail Bus  

 

Post Office Place for reception of mail for delivery to addressees.  

 

Post Offices Abroad Post Offices staffed and operated by one country located in another country.  

 

Post Road Public highway whose use is authorised by law.  

 

Postage Due Amount to be paid for an non or under franked letter.  

 

Postage Due Labels Labels showing the amount to be paid on un or under franked letters.  

 

Postage Paid Impressions Handstruck marks applied to bulk postings of mail prepaid in cash.  

 

Postage Stamp A label, usually gummed, indicating the amount of money prepaid for postage.  

 

Postal Card Government produced card with a special imprinted stamp which doesn't exist as an adhesive 
postage stamp.  

 

Postal Concessionary Label Label sold through the NAAFI for use of British servicemen in Egypt.  

 

Postal Fiscal Fiscal or Revenue stamps which have been authorised for postal use.  

 

Postal Forgery A counterfeit stamp prepared to defraud the postal authorities.  

 

Postal Frank term used to denote accountancy labels prepared by the British Vice Consul in Madagascar.  
 

Postal Historian A Student of the operation and development of postal services.  
 

Postal History A study of the development of the postal services.  
 

 
(to be continued….)                                                                                           
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SPECIAL COVERS 
 

KOLARPEX -2018 
16-11-2018 T0 18-11-2018 

 

  
ETCM Hospital 

 
Anthargange 

 

  
St. Theresa Church, Robertson Pet 

 
Champion Reefs Post Office 

 

  
Ramalingeshwara Temple, Avani 

 
Sripadaraja Mutt 

 

  
Kaiwara Yoginarayana Mutt 

 
Bhoga Nandishwara Temple, Nandi 
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Deputy Commissioner Office, Chikkaballapura 

 
Dr D V Gundappa Suvarna Gadi Bhavana, Mulbagal 

 

  
Soundarya Masthi Periyat Library 

 
 

 
 
 

  
Khanna : 23 Feb 2019 

Donate Blood – Save life 
Mumbai : 25 Feb 2019 

Western Railway headquarters, Churchgate 
 

 

 

  
New Delhi : 01 Mar 2019 

5th Global American Academy of Implant Dentistry 
Conference-2019 

Amritsar : 08 Mar 2019 
Tribute to Bapu Through Postage Stamps 
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Basavapatna : 18 Mar 2019 

Shree Sadguru Shivayogi Halashankaraswamy, 
Gavimata 

Honnali : 18 Mar 2019 
Hirekalmata 

  
Thirthahalli :19 Mar 2019 

V-Tech Engineers 
Kanchipuram : 19 Mar 2019 

Sri Jayendra Saraswathi Shankaracharya Swmaigal 
 

  
Kudli : 21 Mar 2019 

Kudli Rameshwara Temple and Sangama 
Ajmer : 29 Apr 2019 

Lok Sabha Election - 2019 
  

  
Ernakulam : 17 Jun 2019 

Indian Naval Air Squadron 550 
Chennai : 19 Jun 2019 

Pencil Art on 150 years of Mahatma Gandhi 
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Srinagar : 20 Jun 2019 

Gautham Budha & Mahatma Gandhi 
Srinagar : 08 Jul 2019 

Mahatma Gandhi and Swami Vivekananda 
 

  
Ambala : 21 Jun 2019 

International Day of Yoga 
 

Chandigarh : 21 Jun 2019 
International Day of Yoga 2019 

  

Bhopal : 05 Jul 2019 
MOU on Financial Inclusion 

 

Mumbai : 06 Jul 2019 
Ramakrishna Math & Mission 

  

New Delhi : 12 Jul 2019 
Event & Entertainment Management Association 

Indore : 15 Jul 2019 
First International Flight from Indore 
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Noida Head Post Office : 30 Jul 2019 

Gangajal at your door 
Srinagar : 29 Jul 2019 

Kashmir Mallow 
 

 
Chandigarh : 04 Jul 2019 

Say No to Plastic, Say No to Polythene Bags, Say Yes to Cloth Bags 
 

ASSAMPEX – 2019 
11th Feb 2019 to 12th Feb 2019 

 

  
Assampex logo Assam Don Bosco University 

 
 

ROURAPEX – 2019 
20 Jul 2019 to 21 Jul 2019 

 

  
Rourkela Institute of Management Studies Rourkela : Rourkela Post Office 
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THAILAND – 2018 
World Stamp Exhibition 

28 November 2018 to 3 December 2018 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan,  
Thiruvananthapuram 

 
 

ARTICLES ARE INVITED 
 

In connection with KERAPEX 2019 a colourful e-souvenir will be brought out by the  
Department of Posts, Kerala Circle.  Hard copies of the souvenir will be made available on advance 

payment at the India Post stall at the venue.  All exhibitors will get a free hard copy. 

 
Articles are invited to publish in this souvenir from reputed philatelists and journalists in the field. 

Articles may send before 1st Novemebr 2019 to: The Secretary, KERAPEX 2019 Secretariat, 
O/o Chief Postmaster General, Thiruvananthapuram 

Email: cpo.keralapost@gmail.com  
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New Issues from Other Countries 
 

GIBRALTAR 
 

Leonardo Da Vinci - Set 

NORWAY 
 

Bicycles 

 
Issue Date 03.09.2019 

 

 

 

ARMANIA 
 

Seventh Pan-American Games 

 

 
 
                     Issue Date 20.08.2019 

 

 
 

Issue Date 23.08.2019 

 
 

ISLE OF MAN 
 

100 Years of Transatlantic Flight 

                              Issue Date 20.08.2019 

 
Courtesy: Wopa+ 
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Forthcoming Events 
 

5 TO 7 SEPTEMBER 2019 

SHANTIPEX 2019 

      Department of Posts, Coimbatore Postal Division is 
conducting a District Level Philatelic Exhibition from 
5 to 7 September, 2019 at Tamilnadu Agricultural 
University, Technopark, Hall No. 2 & 3, Lawley Road P 
O, Coimbatore-641003 
For stall booking contct: Arunachalam:9994326328 
Selvam: 9865313037 
 

6 TO 8 SEPTEMBER 2019 

HYPEX 2019 

      Hyderabad Philatelic & Hobbies Society will 
conduct a three day exhibition of stamp, currency and 
coins from 6th to 8th September, 2019 at Federation 
House, FTCCI Lane, Near Pragati Art Printers, Red Hills, 
Hyderabad.  For details contact: 93467772016, 
9885031013 

 

12 TO 15 OCTOBER 2019 

KARNAPEX 2019 

      A state level philatelic exhibition conducted by 
postal department will be held at T.M.A. Pai 
International Convention Centre, M G Road, Mangaluru 
from 12th to 15th October, 2019. 
 

26 TO 29 NOVEMBER 2019 

KERAPEX 2019 

      A state level philatelic exhibition conducted by 
postal department will be held at Bhagyamala 
Auditorium, Palayam, Thiruvananthapuram from 26th 
to 29th November, 2019.  

 

27 TO 29 NOVEMBER 2019 

INPEX 2019 

      The National Philtelic Exhibition – INPEX 2019 will 
be held at the World Trade Centre, Expo Center, Cuffe 
Parade, Mumbai-400 005 from 18 to 22 December, 
2019.  The exhibition is being organized by the 
Philatelic Congress of India with the active support of 
Department of Posts.  Detail can be obtained at 
www.inpex2019.com  

 

 

 

Forthcoming Issues of India 
06.09.2019 Indian Fashion Series: 3 
18.09.2019 Historical Gates of Indian Forts and 
                       Monuments 
28.09.2019 Embroideries Series: 1      
India-Korea Joint Issue,  Aquaculture, Boats of India 
 

   
      Articles are invited from readers with 
illustrations to be published in this bulletin.  Please 
send your write ups in MS Word only, to our email 
ID: apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   News and philatelic 
activities in your locality are also welcome.  
Philatelic Clubs and Associations may send their 
brief reports on day to day activities. 

 
                                                                    Editor 

 
 

Philatelic Links 
 

www.philamart.com 

www.collectorbazar.com 

www.stampsofindia.com  

www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com   

www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com  

www.indianstampghar.com  

www.indianphilately.net 

www.exponet.info 

www.stangib.com 

www.indiapost.gov.in 

www.philamirror.info 

http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 

http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 

www.indiastudycircle.org 

www.sipa.org.in 

www.philcent.com  

www.vadophil.org 

www.indianphilatelics.com 

www.mintageworld.com 

https://dharaastamps.co.in 

www.samsshopping.com` 

 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this 
bulletin are based on the information obtained from 
reliable sources.  Maximum care has been taken to 
ensure the accuracy of the contents, however we 
give no guarantee on reliability or completeness of 
the information. 
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