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Awards won 

 

Brasilia 2017: Bronze 
 

INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 
 
 
 

 

 

Dear Philatelists, 
 

     Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th birth anniversary is being 
celebrated worldwide.  Most of the countries have/being 
issued stamps, covers and souvenir sheets depicting 
Gandhiji.  I think it is a good harvest for Gandhi stamp 
collectors. In this connection I wish to remind you about 
the fogus issues of Gandhi stamps.  I saw some of such 
issues in the web and also some dealers were uploaded 
the images for sale in some whatsApp groups. So 
beware of these issues. 
 

      In connection with this celebraton, the national 
stamp exhibition INPEX-2019 and other circle level 
philaatelic exhibitions are included special clause for 
Gandhi exhibits.  New Delhi postal circle is conducting 
a separate exhibition exclusively for Mahatma Gandhi 
named AHIMPEX 2019. 
 

      I feel happy that in most part of the country the 
Department of Posts is conducting more philatelic 
workshops and also forming philatelic clubs in schools 
with the association of local senior philatelists and 
clubs. No doubt, it is a good step to promote philately 
among youngsters.  In this regard I wish to congratulate 
the postal department and the local philatelic clubs for 
their contribution to promote philately.  Hope philately 
will never die. 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile: 9387801948 

 

 

 

Reader’s Column  

 

Dear Editor, 
 

      I always anxiously await the latest issue of 
Antanthapuri Stamp Bulletin and have never been 
disappointed. The issue no. 43 once again was full of 
informative content and the Stamp Talk-4 by Penny 
Black on Netaji and INA by professor Dr. Vira 
Saathappan was just amazing. My compliments and 
thanks to him for his in-depth research on the subject.  
 

      I have saved all the issues of the bulletin which are 
a storehouse of philatelic knowledge. My humble 
thanks to you and the Ananthapuri team for their 
untiring efforts.  Wishing you all the best. 
 
 

Anjul Gupta  
gupta.anjul@gmail.com 

 
 

 

Dear Sir, 
  
      Thanks for your information I read in newsletter 
about Netaji Bose and was very informative and was 
touched also read whole news much appreciated. 
 

      All the best. 
 

Govind Sharma 
garuda13@gmail.com 

 
So nice of you. Delay is not matters at all.  
 

Vinay Pratap Singh Chauhan 
AARV Media, Ahmedabad 

 

 

Dear Reader, 
 

      Your feedback is most valuable to us.  We invite 
your views, thoughts and suggestions regarding this E-
bulletin.  Please send your feedback  to:  
apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

                                                                 Editor 
 

 

mailto:gupta.anjul@gmail.com
mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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New Indian Issues                           
 

                                                
INDIAN FASHION – CONCEPT TO CONSUMER : SERIES 3 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Stamps Rs.15.00 x 2 & Rs.10.00 x 2 
Miniature Sheet Rs.50.00 

Issued on 06.09.2019 
 

 
 
 

 

ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION 
Membership Fee 

 

               Life Membership Rs.1500-00                                        Annual Membership Rs.250-00* 
 
                         -do-  (Juniors) Rs.750-00                                      -do-  (Juniors)  Rs.125-00*  

 
Admission Fee Rs.50-00 

 

(*Annual Membership will cease on 31st March every year irrespective of date of admission) 
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News in Brief 
 
NEW PHILATELIC CLUBS OPENED IN SCHOOLS 
 
      Dr Anjali Dutta and Dr Jayanta Dutta were instrumental in opening Philatelic Clubs at Laxmibai Bane 
Vidyalaya, Thergaon and Padma Bhushan Vasantdada Patil Vidyalaya, Pimpri on 13th September 2019. They 
also conducted a philatelic workshop in the schools thereafter. 
 

      
 

Laxmibai Bane Vidyalaya, Thergaon 65 students attended the workshop 
 

      
 

Padma Bhushan Vasantdada Patil Vidyalaya, Pimpri 245 students attended the workshop 
 

Courtesy: Deccan Philatelic Society  
 

ONE DAY PHILATELIC EXHIBITION AT DEHRADUN 

      One day philatelic exhibition was held on 8th September 2019 at Swabhiman Kendra, Garhi Cantt., 
Dehradun, organized by an NGO Ujjwal Shikhar Jankalyan Samiti to commemorate the 150th birth anniversary 
of Mahatma Gandhi, supported by Uttarakhand Postal Circle. The uniqueness of the event was the 
overwhelming participation of the senior citizens of Dehradun along with their families and children. The 
enthusiasms of senior citizens were really commendable. In the Philatelic Exhibition, rare collections of stamps 
from across the globe by Mr. Vinay Gupta & Mr. Mahesh Thapa were displayed. 

      The Chief Guest of the event was an eminent Philatelist of Uttarakhand, Mr. Abhay Mishra. He addressed 
the gathering about the hobby of Philately and about how it can be taken as an investment tool and to spend. 
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      To make the exhibition more interesting, a quiz competition on Mahatma Gandhi and events related to him 
in Dehradun were also organized by the team of Ujjwal Sikhar Jankalyan Samiti in which citizens along with their 
children participated. 

 

      For making the event more successful, the Uttarakhand Postal Department had also supported the event by 
providing the exhibit frames and by putting up the My Stamp Counter where many of the guests got their photos 
printed on stamps. 

      All the post holders and members of Ujjwal Shikhar Jankalyan Samiti were present and also agreed to 
organize many more such Philatelic Exhibitions in the coming months. 
 
 

Courtesy: Dphila Community Board  
 
 
PHILATELIC EXHIBITION ON BUTTERFLIES 
 
      A butterfly themed stamp exhibition was organised on 16th September, 2019 at the Tropical Butterfly 
Conservatory, Srirangam, run by Department of Forest, Tamilnadu.  The exhibition was arranged in connection 
with one-day awareness programme which the conservatory organise every month.  Visitors to the Butterfly Park 
also got an opportunity to see butterfly stamps exhibited by six philatelists from nearby.  The exhibition continued 
one week. 
 
      The conservatory has been able to record 103 species in its premises.  The Park Range Officer, D. 
Murugesan described about the butterflies. The butterfly stamp collectors learned from there the life cycle, food 
sources and behaviour of the species which will be useful to them to arrange the stamps accordingly.  Also, the 
exhibition motivated many visitors to start stamp collection as a hobby 
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      The 11 participants got certificates from the Forest Department for taking part in the one-day awareness 
programme.  Nearly 300 people visited the exhibition every day 
 

Courtesy: MAPNA  
 
PHILATELIC WORKSHOPS AT KERALA 
 
      Kerala Postal Circle formed various philatelic clubs in different schools.  In connection with the formation of 
clubs philatelic workshops were also organised. 
 
Thiruvananthapuram:  
 

      In three schools near Thiruvananthapuram Philatelic Clubs were formed under the aegis of 
Thiruvananthapuram South Postal Division.  After the inauguration of the clubs philatelic workshops were 
conducted by Mohanachandran Nair, Secretary, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association.   
 
      On 25 September, 2019 a club was inaugurated at Dr. G. R. Public School, Neyyattinkara by Sister Mythilee, 
Managing Trustee.  Club member Kum. Sreya welcomed the audience.  Vizhinjam Post Master Shri.Ayyappan 
Nair, Postal Inspector Shri.Ajeeth, School Manager P Ravi Shankar and Vice Principal Subi Gladson offered 
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felicitations.  Club member Lavya S Anil proposed the vote of thanks.  Nearly sixty students took membership 
and participated in the workshop. 
 

     
 

      On 27 September, 2019 two clubs formed at Bharatheeya Vidya Peetom, Parassala and Saikrishna Public 
School, Chenkal.  In both schools nearly 200 students participated in the workshop conducted by 
Mohanachandran Nair.  He also made a power point presentation at these schools. 
 

          
 
Kollam: 
 

      Kollam South Postal Sub Division conducted a philatelic workshop at Sree Narayana Central School, 
Nedungolam, Kollam on 26 September, 2019.  
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 Early Postage Stamps and 
Postal History of China 

 
             
Col (Dr) J Dutta & Dr Anjali Dutta 

 
      The history of the postage stamps and postal history of China is very interesting as it is influenced 
by the gradual decay of Imperial China and the years of civil war and Japanese occupation in the 1930s 
and 1940s. 
 
      Regular government postal service in China is known from the Zhou Dynasty in the  
1st millennium BC.  During the Yuan Dynasty under Kublai Khan in the 12 th century, China was 
integrated into the much larger Mongolian Örtöö system.  Marco Polo reported that there were 10,000 
post stages during that time.  In addition, private letters were carried by the Min Hsin Chu, a system of 
letter guilds (hongs).  Later the 1727 Treaty of Kyakhta with Russia provided for the first regular 
exchange of mail. 
 
      A policy of isolation was forcibly ended in the 19th century by the Opium War and the subsequent 
opening of treaty ports when several nations opened foreign post offices from 1844 on.  This expanded 
to involve dozens of cities, mostly on the coast, along the Yangtze River, and in the far south.  Shanghai 
organized its own Shanghai local post in 1865.  In the same year, the Englishman Robert Hart 
developed a mail service for the Imperial Maritime Customs, initially to carry consular mail to and from 
treaty ports. This service was opened to the public on 1st May 1878, and China's first postage stamps, 
the "Large Dragons" were issued to handle payment.  The stamps were inscribed "CHINA" in both 
Latin and Chinese characters, denominated in candareen, and issued in values of 1, 3, and 5. 
 

 
 

Sir Robert Hart, 1st Baronet GCMG (20 February 1835 – 20 September 1911)  
second Inspector-General of China's Imperial Maritime Custom Service (IMCS)  

from 1863 to 1911 
 



 

  Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. III, Issue No.44/October, 2019 9 

 

 
 

1878 The "Large Dragons", China's first postage stamps, 1 candarin green, 3 candarins brown-red,  
and 5 candarins orange  

 
 
 

 
 

Inter Asia Auctions on 16 June 2018 sold the earliest known cover bearing Imperial China stamps for 
an unprecedented $2.43 million, setting a new record in Chinese philately. 

 
This cover was mailed to Shanghai on Oct 5, 1878, bearing a pair and a single of the 1878 thin paper 5 

candarins stamp in bistre-orange.  It is the earliest known cover bearing a Large Dragon stamp. 
Although this is a record sum for Chinese philately, worldwide it is still eclipsed by the 1847 Mauritius 

Bordeaux cover, which in 1993 was sold at auction for $3,829,500 by David Feldman in Zurich, 
Switzerland. The highest price paid at public auction for a philatelic object is $9.48 million for the 1856 

British Guiana1¢ Magenta stamp auctioned on June17, 2014, at Sotheby’s in New York City. 
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1888 cover with 3 Large Dragon stamps tied with very clear cancel of Customs House/Wu Hu, in the 
middle line are Chinese Characters of "Wuhu Customs House" 

 

      Initially, all mail to foreign destinations went through Shanghai, but by 1882 there were twelve post 
offices.   

 
 

1882 Imperial Dragon on thin paper with wide margin 1 candarin green, 3 candarins brown-red, and  
5 candarins yellow ochre 

 

      Small Dragon was issued in 1885; this was the first time that special watermark paper was used 
in printing. 

 
 

1885 Small Dragon, yin-yang watermark, and rough or clean perforation 12½ There were 3 values 1 candarin light 
green, 3 candarins mauve, and 5 candarins yellow ochre 
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1885 Small Dragon rough perf. 12½, 1 candarin bright green, vertical pair, variety imperforate between.  
There are only six vertical imperforates between pairs of the 1 candarin  

rough perforation 12½ recorded 
 

 
 

1888 Small Dragon, unwatermarked, clean cut perforation 11½ -12.  There were 3 values, 
 1 candarin light green, 3 candarin mauve, and 5 candarin yellow-ochre. 

 

 
 

Small Dragon 1 candarin green, imperforate plate proof on thick paper without watermark 
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Small Dragon 3 candarins bright mauve, imperforate plate proof on thin horizontally laid paper  
without watermark 

      Dowager Empress Issues: In November of 1894, a special set of 9 stamps was issued to 
commemorate the 60th birthday of the Empress Dowager Tzu Hsi. These stamps were lithographed 
and printed in Japan on white wove paper, watermarked with 'Ying Yang' and perforated 11.5 or 
12.  Due to heavy demand the stamps needed to be reprinted and this was done in Shanghai, on 
watermarked 'Ying Yang' paper. Most of those stamps were overprinted with the new 'Cent' 
denomination but some were not, and these are very rare. A special set named the 'Mollendorf' set 
was issued to be given as gifts to high level government and foreign officials. These were printed in 
Shanghai on thicker paper and of the same colours as the originals. There are only 900 sets known to 
exist. 

      Japan prints: The designs are clear, the work very delicate, the colours dark and definite, the gum 
yellowish and thick.  Shanghai prints: The designs are less clear, the work rougher, the colours lighter 
and not so definite and the gum white and watery. 
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1894 Dowager issues were lithographed in Shanghai and perforated 12-11½ on white thin watermarked paper.  These were the 

last issues of the Maritime Customs Post and issued to commemorate the 60th birthday of Tz'u Hsi, the Empress 

Dowager. 

The values were 1 candarin orange-red, 2 candarins green, 3 candarins orange-yellow, 4 candarins 
rose-pink, 5 candarins dull orange, 9 candarins dull green, 12 candarins deep orange-yellow  

and 24 candarins carmine. 
 

      On 20 March 1896, an edict directed that the Imperial Maritime Customs Post become the National 
Post Office of China effective 1 January 1897.  At the same time the monetary system was changed 
from the silver tael which was expressed in candarins to the silver dollar system expressed in dollars 
and cents.  The Min Hsin Chu was shutdown, as well as the Shanghai local post, and the postal system 
adopted cents and dollars as the units of currency. A sequence of old stamps surcharged with new 
values in dollars and cents followed this change, while new stamps reflecting the new currency were 
being produced. Through the first half of 1897, new stamps were unavailable, and so the existing stock 
was surcharged in cents, with several variants distinguished by philatelists.  The Small Dragon series 
and the Dowager series were thus surcharged. Revenue stamps were surcharged as well. 
 

 
 

Issues of the Chinese government post 1897 small numeral surcharged on 1888 small dragons.  The values were 1 cent 
on 1 candarin green, 2 cents on 3 candarin lilac and 5 cents on 5 candarin greenish yellow. 

 

  
 

1897 large numeral overprints on small dragon issues.  The values were  
1 cent on 1 candarin, 2 cents on 2 candarin and 5 cents on 5 candarin. 
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1897 small numeral surcharge on Dowager issues.  The values were ½ cent on 3 candarin, 
1 cent on 1 candarin, 2 cents on 2 candarin, 4 cents on 4 candarin, 5 cents on 5 candarin, 

8 cents on 6 candarin, 10 cents on 6 candarin, 10 cents on 9 candarin, 
10 cents on 12 candarin and 30 cents on 24 candarin. 

 

 
 

1897 large numeral surcharge 2½ mm below Chinese characters on Dowager issues. 
The values were ½ cent on 3 candarin, 1cent on 1 candarin, 2 cents on 2 candarin, 

4 cents on 4 candarin, 5 cents on 5 candarin, 8 cents on 6 candarin, 10 cents on 9 candarin, 
10 cents on 12 candarin and 30 cents on 24 candarin. 
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1897 surcharges on 3 centred revenues.  The values were one cent on 3 cents, 2 cents on 3 cents small and 
large numerals, 4 cents on 3 cents, 1 dollar on 3 cents 

and 5 dollars on 3 cents 
 

      Imperial Chinese Post Issues: The first set of new stamps, inscribed "IMPERIAL CHINESE 
POST" went on sale on 16 August 1897. The twelve values, ranging from ½ cent to $5, were 
lithographed in Japan. The low values (½ cent purple-brown, 1 cent yellow, 2 cents orange, 4 cents 
brown, 5 cents rose red and 10 cents green) depicted a dragon; the middle values a carp (20 cents 
maroon, 30 cents red and 50 cents yellow-green) and the dollar values a wild goose (one-dollar 
carmine-red, 2 dollars orange and yellow and 5 dollars dark green and rose).  The paper used for these 
stamps had a watermark in the form of a yin-yang symbol. 
 

 
 

1897 ½ cent and 5 cents. 
 

  
 

1897 50 cents and 5 dollars. 
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      Chinese Imperial Post Issues:  Later in 1897 came the second Imperial issue. These stamps 
were intended to be the first issue but were delayed. Engraved by Waterlow and Sons in London, the 
inscription differs from the Japanese print above reading "CHINESE IMPERIAL POST" and there are 
design differences as well. 
 

 

  

 

 
 

1897 The second Imperial issue.  
The low values (½ cent chocolate, 1 cent ochre/orange, 2 cents scarlet/deep red, 4 cents orange-

brown, 5 cents salmon and 10 cents dark blue-green) depicted a dragon, the middle values a carp (20 
cents claret, 30 cents dull rose and 50 cents light green) and the dollar values a wild goose (one dollar 

red and pale rose, 2 dollars brown red and yellow and 5 dollars deep green and salmon). 
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5 dollars imperf pair 
 
 

 

 
 

1898, CHINESE IMPERIAL POST ½c.-5$, imperforated single stamps, in different colours  
than the issued stamps 
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      First Commemorative Stamps of China The first commemorative stamps of China were issued 
in 1909 to mark the 1st year of the reign of the Xuantong Emperor (later Emperor Pu Yi, the last Chinese 
emperor). The set of three (2c, 3c, 7c), all depicted the Temple of Heaven in Beijing. 
 

 
 

1909 2 cents, 3 cents and 7 cents depicting the Temple of Heaven in Beijing. 
The first commemorative stamps of China 

      The Murray Collection is a collection of philatelic material relating to China that forms part of the 
British Library Philatelic Collections.  The collection includes material from the 1865 Large Dragon 
issues through to the mid-1950s, with some blocks and covers.  It was formed by Captain J.A. Murray 
and his son Dr S.E. Murray, and presented to the library in 1980 by Maurice Murray, the grandson of 
J.A. Murray. 

References 
1. Ma Ren Chuen, Ma's Illustrated Catalogue of the Stamps of China, Volume I - Empire, Edited by Lee H. Hill, 
Jr., Tampa, Hill-Donnelly, 1995 
 
2. Col Jayanta Dutta, Dr Anjali Dutta, Jayoti Dutta & Ananya Dutta, Rare stamps of the World, Army Philatelic 
Society, Mumbai. 
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OBITUARY 

 

 

 

  

 

R. S. Rao 
 

      Very senior Philatelist of 
Chhattisgarh Mr R. Sheshgiri Rao 
(R. S. Rao) (88) died on 9th 
September 2019 at Bhilai. He was 
deeply associated with Bhilai 
Philatelic Society, Chhattisgarh 
Philatelic Association, Central 
India Philatelic Society etc. He had 
organized many Philatelic 
exhibitions, solo as well as 
competitive, at different places. He 
was Jury / Chief Guest in many 
exhibitions. He was always helpful 
to the stamp collectors, specially to 
the students. During his good days 
he was regularly conducting 
Philatelic workshops in schools. 
 

Thakur Khilwani 
 

      P.R.O. of Central India 
Philatelic Society, Mr. Thakur 
Khilwani (63) died on 14th 
September 2019. He was a noted 
Philatelist and won medals in 
various exhibitions. He had written 
many articles on Philately. He was 
also a poet and actor. He played 
roles in some dramas and tele 
films. 
 
 

K. J. Thomas 
 

      Senior philatelist K.J. Thomas 
(89) died on 24.9.2019 at 
Ramapuram, near Pala, Kerala.  
He was an active member of 
Religious Stamp Exchange Club, 
Ernakulam and Kottayam 
Philatelic Society.  He was quite 
and soft spoken gentleman ready 
to help other philatelists without 
any hesitation.  He retired from 
Kerala State Electricity Board 
(KSEB) as Superintendent.  
 
 
      Our heartfelt condolences to 
the bereaved families.  

 
 

 

 
 

Cost Rs.50/- plus postage 
 

The amount can be deposited in our 
SB account with    

State Bank of India, Marakkada Road 
Branch,  Thiruvananthapuram. 

 

A/c No.32270854728,  
IFS Code: SBIN0003826 

 
(Minimum order 5 Nos) 

 

        Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 
 

 
Contact: Secretary, Mobile:9387801948 

 



 

 
 

20 
 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. III, Issue No.44/October, 2019  

 
 

 

 

      The Travancore Anchal Department gave 
permission to the public to post their letters in 1036 
M.E. (1860-61) at Anchal Offices.  A charge of 1 
Chuckram was imposed for this purpose 
irrespective of weight and distance.  The letters 
handed over to the Anchal Offices were entered in 
a register and separate receipts were issued.  In 
the initial stage, as the volume of letters was very 
limited, so the need for letter boxes did not arise. 
 
      In 1064 M.E. (1888-89) the adhesive postage 
stamps and post cards were introduced at Anchal 
Offices and public began to use these facilities. 
 
Travancore Anchal Boxes 
 
      As the volume of letters increased, the need 
for letter boxes might have been felt.  Thus pillar 
type letter boxes were first erected on the streets 
at important places for the convenience of the 
public in 1064 M.E. (1888-89).   
 

      
 
 
      After the introduction of adhesive postage stamp and 
cards, the Anchal Department extended more modern 
facilities to the public in having their mail communications 
properly prepaid.  Entering in register and issuance of 
receipts were discontinued for ordinary letters and people 
were allowed to post it in the letter boxes provided at 
important places.  The volume of the private mails 
increased gradually and new Anchal Offices were 
opened in different parts of Travancore.  
 
       Different types of letter boxes were erected of which 
the pillar type was the most commonly seen on the 
streets.  Another type was also common, which had more 
or less a helmet type of canopy.  These were of light 
construction and rather small in size and found tied to a 
pillar or a window in the verandahs of public buildings for 
the convenience of the public.  Different models of pillar 
type letter boxes were found such as round and 
hexagonal in shape.  “Travancore Anchal” was 
embossed on pillar boxes in English and some boxes 
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were bilingually marked both in English and Malayalam.  The state emblem “Conch shell” was 
embossed on all post boxes. 
 
      Unlike the red painted Post Office letter boxes of today,  the Anchal post boxes were all painted 
deep green so as to enable the public to distinguish them easily.  These pillar type post boxes are still 
used by the Indian Postal Department in some parts of the state of Kerala after painting them red. 
 

By Mohanachandran Nair   
  

                                                                                                                   

How To Construct A Synopsis Page 

 

I. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE SYNOPSIS?  

A. INFORM JUDGES ABOUT THINGS NOT APPROPRIATE FOR OR EXPAND UPON THING FOUND ON 
TITLE PAGE  

 

1. Difficulty of acquisition (how hard is this material to find, not necessarily $) 
2. Challenge of collecting/exhibiting subject (complex or unsolved problems) 
3. Research done by exhibitor  
4. Material highlights 
5. Bibliography/suggested reading for judges 
6. Remember this is FOR the judges, not the public  
7. Be brief and concise in your points  
 
B. MOST SALIENT IDEAS/POINTS CAN/SHOULD BE REPEATED FOR EMPHASIS  

 

1. Tell them what is important and then tell them again  

II. STRUCTURE OF SYNOPSIS  

A. PURPOSE OF EXHIBIT (SIMILAR TO TITLE PAGE DISCUSSION)  

 

1. What are you going to show and why and what TYPE of exhibit (PH/Trad/SS)  
2. Why is the structure of exhibit the way it is 
3. What is this exhibit’s importance  
 
B. CHALLENGE FACTOR 

 

1. Explain condition difficulties  
2. Describe difficulty of acquisition/rarity factors  
3. Discuss research necessary for cogent presentation  
 
C. WHAT IS PRESENTED  
 

1. What is shown per A. above  
2. What is not shown and why (eg: only known example in Queen’s collection)  
 
D. ORGANIZATION (SIMILAR TO PLAN ON TITLE PAGE OR PLAN PAGE)  
 

1. Show how exhibit is organized and why  
2. Utilize the running headings as logical breakdown/story flow  
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E. MATERIAL HIGHLIGHTS  
 

1. Here is chance to ‘toot’ your own horn - loudly 
2. List what you think judges will expect to see, your best pieces and why they are  
3. List what you suspect judges will not know about but should notice  
 
F. INFORMATIONAL SOURCES 
 

1. Help judges become educated in your own little corner of the philatelic world  
2. List only most important sources less than a hand full 
3. List at least a few that are readily available and in English 
4. Don’t expect judges to be an expert, but give them a reasonable background  

By Tim Bartshe & Harvey Tilles  

(As various exhibitions including Inpex 2019 are fast approaching, I think this article will help you to make a 
synopsis for your exhibits.  This article was sent to me by Mr.Ajay Kumar Mittal of New Delhi - Editor)  
 

 

 

Knowledge Bank  
 

GLOSSARY OF PHILATELIC TERMS 

 

Postal Mechanisation The study of the development of the mechanised handling of the mail.  

 

Postal Stationery An item of stationery that has been printed specially by a postal authority to show the 
prepayment of postage.  

 

Postal Surcharge Overprint on stamps used for accounting purposes and were not valid for postage (occurs 
on Cyprus stamps).  

 

Postal Telegraphs Stamps originally issued for use on telegrams.   

 

Postally Used A stamp which has been used to prepay postage.  

 

Postbus Ticket The Postbus services operating in the UK since 1967 use distinctive tickets with the value  

indicated by means of adhesive stamps (q.v).  

 

Postcard A type of postal stationery consisting of small sheets of pasteboard or cardboard which can be sent 
by post usually at a lower rate that letters.  

 

Postcard Stamp Postage stamps specially prepared for prepaying postage on postcards.  
 

Postcode A group of numbers or a combination of letters and numbers devised to translate an address into a  

code which can be used for automatic sorting.  
 

Posted on Board Persons on board ship are entitled to send mail prepaid by means of stamps of the country 
in which the ship is registered.  
 

Poster Stamps Term used to describe labels, resembling miniature posters, often perforated to advertise tourist 
attractions, special events and company products, but with no postal validity.  
 

Posthorns Nickname for the definitive issues of Norway since 1872.  
 

Postmark Marks applied in manuscript, handstamp or machine to mail to indicate the place and time of  

posting.  
 

Postmasters' Stamps Issues made by postmasters usually during an emergency to prepay postage on local 
mail.  
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Postnote Type of Postal Stationery introduced in 1982 by British Post office.  
 

Post Office Mauritius The 1d & 2d stamps of Mauritius issued in 1847. the stamps are so called because the  

are inscribed "Post Office"  
 

Pre-Adhesive A piece of mail posted before the advent of postage stamps.  

 

Precancelled Stamps issued by the post office with cancellations already applied. They are sold in quantity to 
business firms.  
 

Presentation Pack A philatelic souvenir containing a set of stamps and a description in text.  
 

Pre Sorted Mail Mail sent to the Post Office already sorted which attracts a reduced rate of postage.  
 

Pre Stamp Cover Covers dating from before the introduction of adhesive postage stamps.  
 

Pre-Paid Ticket Adhesive labels sold at hotels and shops in Spain and the Canary Islands for use on tourist 
mail.  
 

Press Sheet A full sheet of stamps as it was originally printed.  
 

Prestige Booklet A stamp booklet that contains special panes of stamps with descriptive text printed  

alongside. 
 

Prexies Nickname given to the US Presidential series of definitive stamps of 1938  
 

Primatives Term for early locally produced stamps whose designs were crudely executed.  

 

Printed Matter Circulars, samples and other forms of commercial paper.  

 

Printed on Both Sides Stamps with complete impressions on both sides of the paper front and back.  

 

Printed Watermark Imitation Watermark adopted as a cheap substitute for security paper during a temporary 
shortage.  
 

Printer's Imprint Printer's name appearing as part of the stamp design or on the sheet selvage. 
 

Printer's Waste Badly or partially printed stamps which should have been rejected by the printer's checkers  
and not released.  
 

Printex Printing process patented by Motley & Miller of England applying photography to letterpress.  
 

Printing Production run of stamps.  
 

Priority Blue & white labels to denote first class and airmail services.  
 

Prisoner of War Mail Correspondence to or from prisoners of war.  
 

Private Controls Inscriptions overprinted or on reverse of stamps by organisations to prevent theft.  
 

Private Perforation Unofficial perforation applied by private individuals or organisations before perforation 
methods were generally accepted. Also private roulette.  
 

Private Postmarks Cancellations permitted in some countries for the use of firms or organisations.  
 

Privilege Envelope Envelope giving preferential treatment to a charitable organisation.  
 

Private Postage Stamps Stamps or franks issued to private individuals or organisations as a postal concession 
on certain mail. Also where, without authority, individuals have produced stamps for events e.g. strikes.  
Pro Aero (Switzerland) Inscription on Air Mail Stamps.  
 

Pro Juventute (Switzerland) Stamps issued for children's charities.  
 

Pro Patria (Switzerland) Stamps issued for national cultural funds.  
 

Process Engraving Method of engraving the surface of metal by an acid to produce printing plates.  
 

Proof An impression taken from a die or plate prior to the manufacture of the postage stamp and can be divided 
into four types die proofs (q.v), engraver's proofs (q.v), plate proofs (q.v), colour proofs (q.v).  
 
 
 

 

 (to be continued….)                                                                                           
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SPECIAL COVERS 
 

  
BARABANKI : 08 Mar 2019 
International Women’s Day 

 

AYODHYA : 12 Mar 2019 
Memorial of ‘Queen Huh’ of Korea in Ayodhya 

  
MUMBAI : 01 May 2019 

Heavy Water Board 
 

MUMBAI : 04 Jun 2019 
World Environment Day 2019 

  
AYODHYA : 07 Jun 2019 

Ayodhya Research Institute, Tulsi Smarak Bhawan 
CHITRADURGA : 07 Jun 2019 

Akka – Tangi Temple 
  
 

 
 

      PUNE : 09 Jun 2019             CHENNAI : 11 Jun 2019 
                       Jnana Prabodhini Prashala                         Assam Rifles & Indian Coast Guard 
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MUMBAI : 15 Jun 2019 

Children’s Academy 
 

ERNAKULAM : 17 Jun 2019 
Indian Naval Air Squadron 550 

  
KASA : 28 Jun 2019 

Warli Painting 
 

CHANDAMOULI NAGAR : 01 Jul 2019 
Doctors Day 

  
NAGPUR : 01 Jul 2019 

33 crore tree plantation programme 2019 
 

CHANDIGARH : 04 Jul 2019 
Chandigarh Pollution Control Commission 

  
Mumbai : 06 Jul 2019 

Ramakrishna Math & Mission 
LUCKNOW : 15 Jul 2019 

A step towards elimination of TB 
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ATHI VARADHAR  - KANCHIPURAM : 18 Jul 2019 

 

  
Tamil Nadu postal circle issued one ordinary and one innovative embossed special cover on Athi Varadhar 

 
 

VARANASI : 27 Jul 2019 

 

  
Ramlila of Varanasi 

 
Bhelupura Water Tank 

Birthplace of Rani Laxmibai  
 

Malviya Setu 
 

  

  

MUMBAI : 04 Aug 2019 
Bharatiya Sindhu Sabha 

KHALLIKOTE : 05 Aug 2019 
Celebrating 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma 
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM : 09 Aug 2019 

Gandhiji’s stay at Madhavi Mandiram 
LUCKNOW : 15 Aug 2019 

Salute to Ba & Bapu 
 

  
KOLKATA : 14 Aug 2019 

34th All India Postal Cultural meet 
 

  
CHENNAI : 22 Aug 2019 

2nd Lighthouse Madras – 175 years 
 

MUMBAI : 23 Aug 2019 
Heritage Building of Bandra Railway Station 

  
PATNA : 24 Aug 2019 

34th All India Postal Chess Tournament 
DEHRADUN : 25 Aug 2019 
Shaheed Maj Durga Malla 
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NEW DELHI : 29 Aug 2019 

Megdoot Bhawan 
MUMBAI : 30 Aug 2019 

Shri Dandeshwar Shankar Mandir Trust 
 

  
ALLAHABAD : 08 Aug 2019 

Mahatma Gandhi at Allahabad-Meeting of  
Freedom Movement 

HOSHANGABAD : 26 Feb 2019 
Sant Shiromani Shri Ramji Baba Jivit Yog   

Samadhi Sthal 
 

 

 
 

 
 

CUTTACK : 25 Jun 2019 
Inaugration of Upgraded Philatelic Bureau 

JAGDALPUR : 27 Feb 2019 
Wild Buffalo 

CHENNAI : 27 Aug 2019 
The Bharat Scouts & Guides, Tamil Nadu, 

10th CAMPOREE 

ALLAHABAD : 29 August 2019 
National Sports Day 
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GANDHI YATRA IN TAMILNADU 

 

  
CHENNAI : 26 Jul 2019 

Gandhiji’s first footprint in Tamil Nadu 
TIRUCHIRAPPALLI : 27 Jul 2019 

Communal Harmony 
  

RAJAPALAYAM : 29 Jul 2019 
Khadi - Simplicity and Swadeshi 

TARANGAMBADI : 27 Jul 2019 
Sharing the Joy of Suffering 

 

  
MADURAI : 28 Jul 2019 

Identification with Poor – Half naked fakir 
KANYAKUAMARI : 29 Jul 2019 

Social Harmony 
 

  
TIRUPUR : 30 Jul 2019 

Gandhi and Tirupur Kumaran 
COIMBATORE : 30 Jul 2019 

Employment for All 
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UDAGAMANDALAM : 31 Jul 2019 

Removal of Untouchability 
 

SALEM : 01 Aug 2019 
Women Empowerment 

  
ANNA ROAD : 02 Aug 2019 

Gandhiji’s constructive programme 
INDORE : 15 Jul 2019 

First International Flight from Indore 
 

 
Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan,  

Thiruvananthapuram 

 
 
 

 
 

ARTICLES ARE INVITED FOR  
KERAPEX 2019 SOUVENIR 

 
 

In connection with KERAPEX 2019 a colourful e-souvenir will be brought out by the  
Department of Posts, Kerala Circle.  Hard copies of the souvenir will be made available on 

advance payment at the India Post stall at the venue.  All exhibitors will get a free hard copy. 
 

Articles are invited to publish in this souvenir from reputed philatelists and journalists in the field. 
Articles may send before 1st Novemebr 2019 to: The Secretary, KERAPEX 2019 Secretariat, 

O/o Chief Postmaster General, Thiruvananthapuram 
 

Email: cpo.keralapost@gmail.com  
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New Issues from Other Countries 
 

 

UNITED NATIONS 

Climate Change 2019 

 

ROMANIA 

Exotic Birds 

Issued on 23.09.2019 

Issued on 14.08.2019 

 

SPAIN  

Cuisine 
 

Issued on 26.09.2019 

 

 

SLOVENIA  

Brown Bear 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Issued on 26.09.2019 

 

Courtesy: Wopa+ 
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Forthcoming Events 
 
 

2 TO 3 OCTOBER 2019 

AHIMPEX 2019 

      A philatelic exhibition is being organised by Senior 
Superintendent of Post Offices, New Delhi South West 
Division. It will be held on 2 and 3 October, 2019 at PHD 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, PHD House, Siri 
Institutional Area, August Kranti Marg, New Delhi. 
 

12 TO 15 OCTOBER 2019 

KARNAPEX 2019 

      A state level philatelic exhibition conducted by 
postal department will be held at T.M.A. Pai 
International Convention Centre, M G Road, Mangaluru 
from 12th to 15th October, 2019.  

 

16 TO 21 NOVEMBER 2019 

EKLA CHALO RE  

      West Bengal State Philatelic Exhibition organised by 
Department of Posts, West Bengal Circle will be held on 
16 to 21 November, 2019 in Academy of  Fine Arts 
compex at Rabindra Sadan, Calcutta. 
 

26 TO 29 NOVEMBER 2019 

KERAPEX 2019 

      A state level philatelic exhibition conducted by 
Kerala Circle Postal Department will be held at 
Bhagyamala Auditorium, Chandrasekharan Nair 
Stadium, Palayam, Thiruvananthapuram from 26th to 
29th November, 2019.  

 

18 TO 22 DECEMBER 2019 

INPEX 2019 

      The National Philtelic Exhibition – INPEX 2019 will 
be held at the World Trade Centre, Expo Center, Cuffe 
Parade, Mumbai-400 005 from 18 to 22 December, 
2019.  The exhibition is being organized by the 
Philatelic Congress of India with the active support of 
Department of Posts.  Detail can be obtained at 
www.inpex2019.com  
 

 

Forthcoming Issues of India 
02.10.2019 Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th Birthday 
04.10.2019 The Samaja 
08.10.2019 Arjan Singh  

 

India-Korea Joint Issue,  Aquaculture, Boats of India 
 

 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this 
bulletin are based on the information obtained from 
reliable sources.  Maximum care has been taken to 
ensure the accuracy of the contents, however we 
give no guarantee on reliability or completeness of 
the information. 

 

Philatelic Links 
 

www.philamart.com 

www.collectorbazar.com 

www.stampsofindia.com  

www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com   

www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com  

www.indianstampghar.com  

www.indianphilately.net 

www.exponet.info 

www.stangib.com 

www.indiapost.gov.in 

www.philamirror.info 

http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 

http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 

www.indiastudycircle.org 

www.sipa.org.in 

www.philcent.com  

www.vadophil.org 

www.indianphilatelics.com 

www.mintageworld.com 

https://dharaastamps.co.in 

www.samsshopping.com` 

www.Worldwide-mint.com 
   

      Articles are invited from readers with 
illustrations to be published in this bulletin.  Please 
send your write ups in MS Word only, to our email 
ID: apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   News and philatelic 
activities in your locality are also welcome.  
Philatelic Clubs and Associations may send their 
brief reports on day to day activities. 

  

Editor 
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	Dowager Empress Issues: In November of 1894, a special set of 9 stamps was issued to commemorate the 60th birthday of the Empress Dowager Tzu Hsi. These stamps were lithographed and printed in Japan on white wove paper, watermarked with 'Ying Ya...
	Japan prints: The designs are clear, the work very delicate, the colours dark and definite, the gum yellowish and thick.  Shanghai prints: The designs are less clear, the work rougher, the colours lighter and not so definite and the gum white an...
	1894 Dowager issues were lithographed in Shanghai and perforated 12-11½ on white thin watermarked paper.  These were the last issues of the Maritime Customs Post and issued to commemorate the 60th birthday of Tz'u Hsi, the Empress Dowager.
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