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A  

 
Awards won 

 

Brasilia 2017: Bronze 
 

INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

 

KERAPEX 2019: Silver 
 
 
 

 

 

Dear Philatelists, 
 

       We have immense pleasure to inform you that 
Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin won Silver medal in 
recently concluded 14th  Kerapex 2019.  This is the 
first time that Kerapex took place after releasing of 
this bulletin. In a state level philatelic exhibition Silver 
is the highest medal under literature class.  We also 
wish to congratulate the winners of Kerapex 2019. 
 

      Some delay occurred in releasing this issue as I 
was busy with Kerapex. 
 

      Only a few days are remaining to start the Inpex.  
I think all participants have received the envelopes to 
send the exhibits.  Please send it in time. We wish all 
the participants the best of luck. 
 

      Also request the philatelists to visit the Inpex and 
feel the happiness.  I am visiting the exhibition and 
will be available at all the days there.  Hope we can 
meet there. 
 

      Once again best wishes. 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile: 9387801948 

 
 

 

 

Reader’s Column 
 

Dear Editor, 
       
      Another information laden issue from Ananthapuri 
Stamp  Bulletin. I am a regular reader of this online 
magazine and it has enhanced  my  philatelic 
knowledge  to a great  extent. Even in this issue a very 
good coverage  of INA stamps has been provided.  
 

      2.  There is one request  from me for the editorial 
board.  Please enlighten  us on Jaipur state postage 
stamps and other feudatory state postage stamps. 
 

      Thanking  you in anticipation.  
 

Swarup S.Basu 
swarupsbasu2285@gmail.com  

 
 

Dear Reader, 
 

      Your feedback is most valuable to us.  We invite your views, 
thoughts and suggestions regarding this e-bulletin.  Please send 
your feedback  to:  apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

Editor 

 
 

 
Dear Mr Mohanchandran Nair, 
 

      Thank you for the well descriptive e magazine. 
Appreciate your message of invitation for members 
to visit INPEX 2019 at Mumbai. It is indeed a big 
festival for all of us. 
 

      Also noticed the INPEX 2019 Poster 
advertisement in the magazine. Thank you for 
promoting INPEX 2019, our own event.   Let's make 
it a great success.    Together we can. 
 

      Regards 
 

Rajesh Kumar Bagri 
Hon. Secretary General- PCI 

 
Dear Mr Mohanachandran Nair,  
 

      I have been going through your magazine. A high 
class magazine covering a large variety of philatelic 
news, Hearty Congrats. 
 

Air Vice Marshal PK Kuruvilla VSM (Retd) 
Kochi 

mailto:swarupsbasu2285@gmail.com
mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
tel:2019
tel:2019
tel:2019
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New Indian Issues                           
 

                                                
GURU NANAK DEV JI 

 

 
 

Stamps Rs.10.00 x 4, Rs.15.00 x 1 
Miniature Sheet Rs.55.00 

Issued on 09.11.2019 
 

CHILDRENS DAY 
 

    

MATHEW M 
KUZHIVELI 

 
 

 

250TH RAJYASABHA 
SESSION 

 

 
Stamps Rs.15.00 x 2 
Issued on 14.11.2019 

Stamp Rs.5.00 
Issued on 22.11.2019 

Stamp Rs.5.00 
Issued on 26.11.2019 
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New Pictorial Cancellations 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Cost Rs.50/- plus postage 
 

The amount can be deposited in our 
SB account with    

State Bank of India, Marakkada Road 
Branch,  Thiruvananthapuram. 

 

A/c No.32270854728,  
IFS Code: SBIN0003826 

 
(Minimum order 5 Nos) 

 

        Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 
 

 
Contact: Secretary, Mobile:9387801948 

 

 

 
KOREA 

    

                   
 

       

TAIWAN 
 

                 
 

Courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer, Germany 
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News in Brief 
 

PHILATELY WORKSHOPS – 1. Dholpur 
 
      One day philatelic workshop was organised at Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Dholpur on 7th 
November, 2019.  The class was conducted by senior philatelist Shri. Ajay Garg.  More than 35 
students participated in the workshop. 
 

     
 

Courtesy: Ajay Garg  
 

2. Madurai 
 
      On 8th November, 2019 a workshop on philately was conducted at Om Sadhana School, Madurai 
by Mr. M. Senthil Rajan.  120 students participated.  Value of philately was explained through video 
clippings.  Also, method of letter writing and importance of savings during school life were described.  
My Stamp pamphlets were distributed to all. 
 

 
 

Courtesy: MAPNA  

PCI REGIONAL MEETING 
 

      The next Regional Meeting of the Philatelic Congress of India will be held on Saturday 
the 21st December, 2019 at INPEX 2019 venue, World Trade Centre, Cuffe Parade, Mumbai-
400005 
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By Ganesh Prasad 
Chowdhary 

      As a stamp collector, I find it is the most interesting hobby and educative tool for learning about 
stamps, its issuing countries and their people, their history, 
science and geography. History of the world can be learnt 
through the process of collecting stamps as it depicts from the 
kings and queens to present day 
democratic leaders and famous 
persons.  The world’s first stamps of 
penny black and the two blue pennies 
were released by Britain in 1840 
depicting Queen Victoria. Since then 
Kings and Emperors, Presidents, 

Prime Ministers and other famous personalities have been featured on stamps 
of many countries. Mahatma Gandhi, Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King and 
Mother Teresa are most popular stamps issued by many countries and 
collected by many people worldwide. The first commemorative stamp and first 
day cover portraying the Mother by India was released on 27 August 1980. A 
literature sheet was also published on her life events along with the stamp. 

      Mother Teresa was Albanian Roman Catholic nun and missionary and was born in Skopje then 
part of Kosovo Vilayet in Ottoman Empire on 26th August 1910. She came to India on 6th January 1929 
as a teacher at Calcutta. She was enlightened with Devine command on 10th September 1946 while 
travelling to Darjeeling on train and therefore left teaching and plunged into bustling in Calcutta for the 
care of the poorest of the poor. She founded Missionaries of Charity at Calcutta on 7th October 1950 
which in course of time spread into worldwide with more than 4500 nuns and thousands lay co-workers 
including  brothers in the service of the sick and the poor in 30 countries now more than in 133 
countries. Leprosarium, Children home, Havens for woman, the handicapped and Calcutta had more 

than 1000 nuns servicing in 60 centres and more than 200 
worldwide centres including 
Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Jordan, 
Venezuela, Great Britain, 
Australia, Asia, Latin America, 
North America and Europe. 
The congregation manages 
homes for people who suffer 
from HIV/AIDS Leprosy and 
tuberculosis. It runs soup 
kitchens, dispensaries, mobile 

clinics. They also provide children and family counselling 
programmes as well as orphanages and schools. Her bestselling 
biography was written by Navin Chawla, 16th Chief Election 
Commissioner who was deeply influenced by Mother Teresa 
published in 1992 .The biography was translated to14 languages. 
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      She was awarded the Padamshri Award and the Magsaysay Award in 1962. She received The 
Pope John XXIII Peace prize and the John F Kennedy International Award in 1971. The Jawaharlal 
Nehru Award for international understanding in 1972 and Order of St Francis Of Assisi in 1974.  She 
was further awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979 for her and her associates noble work in the service 
of suffering people worldwide.  

      In the honour of the Mother many countries of the world including USA, Britain, San Marino and 
India  depicted her magical  portrait on stamps for the daily use and on special stamps, covers, booklets 
miniature and souvenir sheets.  

 

        

 

 

 

The Vatican City had released a special commemorative stamp on Mother Teresa on the grand 
occasion of her canonization including India and many other countries of the world had also brought 
out attracting stamp on the occasion in honour paying tribute to the great work done by her and her 
associates for the mankind.  

      Collectors around the world ware delighted and eagerly waited for adding the stamps of the great 
personality of the Mother in their album pages for the new stamps issued on the day of her canonization 
the 4th September 2016 when she was declared a saint . 

      I was attracted to the saintly persona of Mother 
Teresa and her humanitarian activities when I first 
visited her centre at Doranda when I was working in 
Hinoo Post Office in the western side of the BMP 
ground and in front of the forest office. Present day the 
Post offices have upgraded to Doranda head Post 
Office. It further attracted me when I constructed a 
small house at Bajra Bariatu Village where her centre 
Radha Rani was functioning. 

      So far I remember, she was first living Indian 
woman on whom postage stamp was portrayed in 
1980. 

       Mother Teresa was declared as a saint by the Vatican on 4September 2016. Her magnetic charm 
exists even decades after her death and it is reflected on the stamp from all over the world that includes 
Argentina, Macedonia, Germany and Austria 

      Apart from stamps, India Government had released two coins during her birth centenary with face 
value of Rs 100 and Rs 5. The India Post on this occasion brought out a 45 rupees speed post souvenir 
sheet in 1997.  
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  Col. J Dutta & Dr. Anjali Dutta 

 
 

      The subject covers the postal system, postage stamps used, and mail sent to and from the Panama 
Canal Zone from 1904 up until October 1978, after the United States relinquished its authority of the 
Zone in compliance with the treaty it reached with Panama. 
 
      The Canal Zone was a strip of territory 50 miles (80 km) long and 10 miles (16 km) wide across the 
Isthmus of Panama, and was ceded to the United States for the purpose of constructing and operating 
the canal which connected the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.  Upon the establishment of the Canal Zone 
in 1903, seventeen Post Offices had also been established and were operated by the US Government.  
The Canal Zone and its post offices, with the main distributing office in Cristobal, operated as an 
independent government agency under the direct authority of the President of the United States.  In 
the towns where there were railroad stations, the station agents of the Panama Railroad functioned as 
postmasters.  Along with ships and freight, domestic mail and mail from around the world moved 
through the canal. The Canal Zone Post Office began operating and issued its first postage stamps on 
June 24, 1904.  Initially these were the current stamps of Panama or (less often) the USA, with 'CANAL 
ZONE' overprinted in various styles.  Philatelists have identified over 100 varieties, some of them quite 
rare, and sometimes counterfeited. 
 

 
Panama Stamp issue of 1911 overprinted for use in US Canal Zone 

 
The First Series 

 

      The Republic of Panama was formally part of Colombia, and after it broke away from Colombia, 
with assistance from the United States, it established itself as a separate nation.  It immediately became 
necessary to establish its own post offices and issue its own postage stamps.  The Canal Zone Post 
Office was inaugurated on June 25, 1904.  In anticipation, the domestic rates of postage in the United 
States were made applicable to all possessions of the United States on June 20, 1904, which 
henceforth included the Canal Zone. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torrijos%E2%80%93Carter_Treaties
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      The first Panama stamps consisted of existing Colombian stamps, which were overprinted with 
Panama.  As these in turn were used for Canal Zone postage they were again overprinted with ‘CANAL 
ZONE’ with a red bar at the top blocking out the name Colombia.  Many varieties of the overprinting of 
‘PANAMA’ and ‘CANAL ZONE’ exist, including doubled overprinting, complete inverts and stamps with 
the letter ‘A’ inverted or completely missing. The colouring of the overprinting varies from violet to 
bluish-violet, with the overprinting measuring 18 mm.  The first comprehensive study of these issues 
was conducted by George L Toppan, and his classification of the various varieties that occur in these 
issues is the most feasible one yet described. 
 

   
 

 
1904 2c, 5c and 10c Canal Zone postage, over printed on Panama postage 

 
     The first stamps issued for the Canal Zone postage consisted of three values, 2c, 5c and 10c, which 
were first issued on June 24, 1904, but were only used for twenty-four days, until July 17, 1904, and 
were removed from sale after that date.  They were overprinted with a rubber handstamp.  Dr. J C 
Perry, a surgeon in the US Marine Hospital, and a philatelic student was stationed at Ancon at this 
time.  His investigations provided much information concerning this and some of the later series.  In 
regard to the first stamp issues he said: ‘The first issue of stamps was authorized by executive order 
of the Governor of the Canal Zone, which provided that a limited number of stamps of the Panama 
Republic should be secured and surcharged "Canal Zone" in order to meet the demands of the postal 
service until the United States stamps properly surcharged could be obtained from Washington.’  These 
first issues were carefully guarded and purchases were limited to the amount of one dollar in silver, or 
fifty cents in US currency.  The executive order also cautioned anyone about buying or keeping large 
quantities of these stamps, as they would not be valid for postage after the above date.  However, this 
cautionary measure was unnecessary.  This first series of ‘CANAL ZONE’ overprint issues is the one 
with the most plentiful fakes. 
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1904 5c with double overprint. Only 2 panes of 100 received the double overprint. 

 

 
1904 10c with top right stamp with an inverted "M" in right "PANAMA" 
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1904 10c with clear doubling of both "PANAMA"s. Only 40 copies of this error got printed of 

which only 35 examples have been recorded 
 

The Second Series 

 

      These stamps consisted of existing US regular issues of 1902–1903 and were overprinted in 1904 
with ‘CANAL ZONE’ and ‘PANAMA’ in vertical fashion, for use as Canal Zone postage. They were 
issued in denominations of 1c, 2c, 5c 8c and 10c.  Benjamin Franklin became the first historical figure 
to appear on Canal Zone Postage.  The overprinting was conducted in Washington DC.  These were 
the first US stamps overprinted for use in the Canal Zone, and consisted of a huge quantity, on 10-
million stamps.  As the stamps featured American historical figures, such as Benjamin Franklin, George 
Washington and Abraham Lincoln, they were generally not well received by the largely Panamanian 
population in and around the Canal Zone.  These issues were briefly used − for less than five months, 
and were taken off sale as a result of the "Taft Agreement".  This agreement was brought about as a 
result of an investigation into the protests made by Panama officials and businesses.  These issues 
were in use from July 18 to December 11, 1904.  Only a small percentage was actually sold, with the 
greater bulk of them destroyed on January 2–3, 1906, supervised by the Director of Posts, Tom M 
Cooke. 

  

 
Stamps of the Second Series.  Note − The 5c stamp has a laterally reversed frame  
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Third Series 

 

      In 1904, the Taft agreement required that Canal Zone stamps be produced by overprinting Panama 
stamps and that 40% of their face value was to be paid to Panama. Somewhat similar to the map 
design of the first issues of 1904, the Third Series of Canal Zone stamps went on sale on December 
12, 1904. This issue was first overprinted by Mr C Bertoncini, the Chief of the Canal Zone Division of 
Map Making.  The task was then transferred to the Printing Bureau of the Engineering Department, 
also known as the 'Commission Printing Office', in August 1905. The Third Series is very interesting 
because of the myriad combinations in the overprints.  The Canal Zone Director of Posts sent a 
memorandum to all postmasters instructing them to sell these stamps for their face value in gold, or in 
Colombian silver at the rate of two for one.  All the stamps in this series were overprinted in black from 
the same style of Canal Zone plates, in several different stages, with slight changes in the lettering for 
each stage.  The overprinting plate was set up to overprint a full sheet of 100 stamps in one pass. New 
plates were brought in after several printings as needed, with each plate resulting in variations or errors 
in the overprinting. 

 

 
Stamps of the Third Series 

 
      In December 1904 the Canal Zone postal authorities requested from Panama a supply of 8c 
stamps − to be employed as registration fee stamps.  Panama at the time did not have an 8c 
denomination in its current series of postage, making it necessary to prepare an 8c surcharge stamp 
to existing stocks of postage stamps.  To this end Panama used their regular 50c stamp from their 
current series of issues. The 8c surcharge was made in Panama on Colombian stamps already 
overprinted with a red coloured bar and the word ‘PANAMA’ and occurs in varying thickness and forms.  
There are three varieties of the '8' in the surcharge. 
 

 
8 cent surcharge of 1904 with errors of with bar at bottom, and 8 cts double  

(only 30 examples of this error were issued) 

 
1906-1909 Issues 

 

      Postage stamps issued in 1906–1907 were printed by the Hamilton Bank Note Engraving and 
Printing Co, in New York.  Those stamps issued in 1909 were issued by the American Bank Note 
Company.  This series of stamps features portraits of statesmen, educators and other prominent men 
involved in Panama's early history. There were ten designs in all. Some of the issues were printed with 
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the portrait inverted.  The 1909 overprints were printed at the Isthmian Canal Commission’s Printing 
Office in Panama City. The overprinting in the first printing places the word ‘CANAL’ near the left side 
of the stamp, reading upward.  Successive printings were issued with ‘CANAL’ at the right, reading 
downward.  Some of the issues have missing or partially missing overprints, doubled overprints and 
inverted overprinting.  A specialized catalogue is needed to determine which values have the various 
over-printing errors. 
 

 

 
Vasco Núñez de Balboa Issue of 1906, Fernandez de Cordoba Issue of 1906, Arosemena Issue 

of 1909 and Jose de Obaldia Issue of 1906 
 

      A second series of stamps was issued in 1909, honouring the same figures depicted above in the 
1906 issues, with same colour themes for a given stamp, but with different border designs 
 

  

 
1909 Issues 
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1915 Issues 

 

        A set of four pictorial stamps were issued by the Canal Zone authorities on March 1, 1915 to 
commemorate the opening of the Panama Canal.  These series of stamps were very different from any 
of the previous issues in both shape and design. The design consists of a black picture (a vignette) in 
the centre framed by a coloured border design. 
 

  

 

 

 
1915 Commemorative issues  

 
1917 Issues 

 

      A second series of three pictorial commemorative stamps were issued in January 1917.  On 
November 27, 1916, Executive Secretary McIlvaine wrote to Panama's Secretary of Foreign Affairs 
Narciso Garay, informing him that the official name of the cut had been changed from 'Culebra Cut' to 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vignette_(graphic_design)
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'Gaillard Cut', but by then the 24c stamp commemorating this had already been printed with the former 
title. Most of the 1917 issues were never sold and were destroyed. 
 

     
1917 Commemorative issue, 12c S.S .Panama in Culebra Cut, 15c S.S. Panama in Culebra Cut, 

and 24c S.S. Cristobal in Gatun Locks 
 
1921 Issues 

 

      In 1921, the Republic of Panama planned to issue a Centennial commemorative series in honour 
of the 100th anniversary of Panama's independence from Spain. The Canal Zone was invited to 
participate in a postal way and the Canal Zone's Executive Secretary was pleased to accept their 
invitation. 

     
Vallarino, 1c, 1921 Issue and Bolivar's Tribute, 5c, 1921 Issue 

 
      By the middle of January 1924, all the stamps of the 1c and 2c denominations were nearly 
exhausted which prompted the next production of stamps, issued that year. 
 
The 1924 Coat-of-Arms Issue 

 

      Panama had ordered the new permanent coat-of-arms set both for use in Panama and for the 
Canal Zone.  When stocks of the 1c Vallarino stamp were nearly used up it became imperative to have 
a new supply of 1c stamps at once.  The Canal Zone Postal Authority requisitioned 50,000 of the 1c 
stamp from Panama for overprinting at Mount Hope and Panama sent over the 1c Vallarino stamps.  
On January 28, 1924, these stamps were overprinted at Mount Hope. Panama was billed for the cost 
of this overprinting.  Before Panama was sent its order for its coat-of-arms series from the American 
Bank Note Company, it sent a letter of inquiry to the Canal Zone Administration informing them of their 
pending order and requested estimates of Canal Zone's stamp requirements for the next year.  The 
Canal Zone overprints were shipped from the United States in January and February 1924 and 
delivered to the Canal Zone.  The Coat-of-Arms stamps were printed in denominations ranging from 
1c to 50c; however, only the 1c and 2c issues were ever released for use as postage. 
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Coat-of-Arms Issue −Only the 1c & 2c issues were released for postage in 1924 

 

 
Some of the Panama Coat-of-Arms stamps, overprinted for Canal Zone postage, 1924 Issue; 

printed but never released for postage 
 

1924-25 Issues 

 

      US Regular Issues printed on the flat plate press in 1922 were overprinted with the words ‘CANAL 
ZONE’ and converted to Canal Zone Postage.  The Bureau of Engraving and Printing received the first 
order of stamps from the Canal authorities in 1924. 
 

 

 
US Regular Issues of 1922–1925 

Overprinted and issued for Canal Zone postage in 1924–25 
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Postage Due 

 

      No postage due stamps were issued for several years after the United States assumed authority 
of the Canal Zone and its post offices.  Letters that were lacking in sufficient postage when received at 
the office of delivery were simply hand stamped "postage due", with the appropriate amount due 
indicated.  Prior to its delivery, any such letter was affixed with a postage stamp in the amount of the 
postage due and then cancelled in the standard fashion. Then in 1908, Gerald D Bliss, the postmaster 
at Pedro Miguel post office conceived the idea of pre-cancelling entire sheets of stamps with the 
Postage Due cancelling stamp. This was not the official method and was done simply to save time. To 
save time it soon became necessary to print and use specific Postage Due stamps without having to 
stop and mark every such letter lacking in sufficient postage.  The ten cents stamp was the one most 
used but all of the denominations of the 1906, 1909 and 1910 issues were pre cancelled in such a 
manner.  By 1914, Postage Due stamps were finally issued.  These were the current Postage Due 
stamps of the United States, consisting of the denominations of one, two and ten cents overprinted 
with the words ‘CANAL ZONE’ in one line, diagonal fashion along the bottom area of the stamps.  The 
regular issue of US Postage Due stamps were overprinted again in 1925, with a variation in the 
overprint, with ‘CANAL’ over the word ‘ZONE’.  Postmasters in the Canal Zone received strict orders 
not to sell any of these stamps to the public in unused condition.  These orders were apparently 
followed as none of the unused Postage Due stamps have surfaced. 
 

 
1914 Issue, plate strip of 3 

 

 
Canal Zone Postage Due stamps, 1915 Issue, made by overprinting 

regular US Postage Due stamps issued in 1898 



 

 
 

20 
 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. III, Issue No.46/December, 2019  

 
 

 

 
Variation of Canal Zone Postage Due, Issued in 1924 

 
      In April, 1915, these stamps were replaced by a set of Postage Dues supplied by the Panama 
Government, and those remaining in the Post Offices were called in and destroyed.  The new stamps 
had a pleasing appearance, consisting of three values: one, two, and ten centesimos de balboa.  All 
three of these stamps, printed by the American Bank Note Company, were of the same colour, olive 
brown. 

 
2c Christopher Columbus depicted on Postage Due, 1915 Issue.  

Printed by the American Bank Note Company 
 

 
US Regular Issues of 1922 overprinted for use as Canal Zone Postage Due 

 

1928 The Permanent Issues  

 

      On October 1, 1928, the first permanent issue of Canal Zone stamp, 2 cent Goethals, was placed 
on sale.  Other permanent issues followed, designed to honour new members of the Isthmian Canal 
Commission established on the Isthmus during 1907 including Lt. Col. George W. Goethals, Chairman 
and Chief Engineer. The denominations of the stamps honouring the various members of the 
Commission were: 1c, Gorgas, 2c Goethals, 10c Hodges, 12c Gaillard, 14c Sibert, 15c Smith, 20c 
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Rousseau, 30c Williamson, and 50c Blackburn.  Canal Zone permanent and provisional issues have 
since replaced all overprinted United States stamps and stamped paper. 
 

 
1c Maj Gen William C Gorgas and 2c Maj Gen George W Goethals, 1928 permanent issue 

 
Conclusion 

 

      With the permanent stamps of the Canal Zone issues we come to an end of this story, though 
stamps continued to be issued till 1976. 
 
      A 4c Thatcher Ferry Bridge commemorative stamp was issued on Columbus Day, October 12, 
1962, commemorating the opening of the new bridge over the Panama Canal at Balboa. 
 
      One pane of 50 stamps was released without the silver ink used to depict the Bridge. This error is 
likely to have made this issue the most famous Canal Zone stamp. Three additional sheets of this error 
were discovered in the Philatelic Agency at Balboa, which attempted to print an additional 100,000 
copies in an effort to reduce its value to collectors.  The sheet was unknowingly sold in a group of 5,000 
to a Boston stamp dealer, H E Harris, who successfully sued in federal court to stop the additional 
printing.  Today, examples of this famous error are still owned by collectors and are valued at many 
thousands of dollars. 
 

 
Thatcher Ferry Bridge 4c, Commemorative Issue of 1962 and Thatcher Ferry Bridge,  

printing error, Issue of 1962 
(The US National Postal Museum is in possession of two of these 50-stamp sheets.) 
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KERAPEX 2019 
 

      The 14th Kerala Philatelic Exhibition KERAPEX 2019 conducted at Olympia & Bhagyamala 
Auditorium, Chandrasekharan Nair Stadium, Thiruvananthapuram from 26th to 29th November 2019 
focussing 150th birth anniversary celebration of Mahatma Gandhi. The exhibition was inaugurated by 
Shri. Loknath Behera IPS, DGP & State Police Chief, Kerala. Smt. Sarada Sampath, Chief Postmaster 
General presided the meeting. 
 

 
Inaugural Function 

 
      The hall was neatly arranged with exhibit frames and sufficient space have provided in between 
the frames which made comfortable to see the exhibits.  The frames were neat and clean. There are 
more than 400 frames erected.  The competitive class consisted of 155 exhibits displayed in 364 frames 
out of which 29 frames were on Mahatma Gandhi, 261 frames were in Senior Class, 57 frames in Youth 
Class, 17 frames in School Exhibit and 72 frames in invitee class.  Many of the exhibits were good and 
presented with excellent materials.  Under invitee class some worst items occupied due to 
unawareness of allotment committee.  All exhibitors from beginners to senior philatelists usually watch 
and learn from invitee class exhibits and these  were the best examples to misguide them. 
 
      The jury members are Dr. (Mrs.) Anjali Dutta, Shri.Anil Suri, Shri B K Nagpal and Shri. Nand Kishore 
Agarwal.  The jury awarded 1 Championship Trophy, 4 Gold,  5 Large Vermeil. 12 Vermeil, 14 Large 
Silver, 23 Silver, 30 Silver Bronze and 54 Bronze medals.  One prize was awarded in one frame exhibit 
class.  In addition to awards some special prizes were also awarded.  Ananthapuri Philatelic 
Association sponsored one special prize for the best thematic exhibit. 
 
      There are 12 special covers released during the exhibition period.  On first day 26.11.2019, a 
special cover of embroidery on satin cloth was released. Second day a special cover pack of 5 on 
Gandhiji’s visit to Kerala and a cover of National Centre for Earth Science Studies were released.   
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      Third day two covers released on Social Reforms in Kerala through Gandhiji’s Eyes and Mascot 
Hotel.  On concluding day one carried special cover was released on Gandhiji’s visit to Kowdiar Palace. 
This cover was received at the exhibition venue by Chief Post Master General. In addition to special 
covers a packet of 15 travelled picture post cards was released on second day.  These picture post 
cards are depicting historic places connected with the life time events of Mahatma Gandhi starting from 
Porbandar, Gujarat to Birla House, New Delhi. 
 
      There were 11 dealers’ booths, philatelic bureau counter and my stamp counter at the ground floor.  
The philatelic bureau counter sold a variety of innovate items like Sarees, Key Tokens, Book Marks, 
Note Pads and a pack of picture post cards cancelled with permanent pictorial cancellations of Kerala.  
A space was provided to two clubs of Thiruvananthapuram city including our Ananthapuri Philatelic 
Association. 
 
      So many additional competitions were arranged like Elocution, Treasure Hunt for students, Food 
contest, Quiz competition and Kaun Banega Stampathi for school students. Cultural programmes 
organised in the evening includes, dance, music, fancy dress etc. by the staff and their children. 
 

 
Release of Souvenir at the valedictory function 

 
      Dr. Charles Lobo, CPMG, Karnataka Circle was the Chief Guest in the valedictory function. One 
souvenir was released on the occasion. Its digital version also exhibited on the screen.  Smt. Anjali 
Dutta presented the jury report and Dr. Charles Lobo distributed the awards. 
 
 
 

By P. Mohanachandran Nair 
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Association News 
 
      Ananthapuri Philatelic Association (APA) led a key role in rescently concluded Kerapex-2019.  Our 
Secretary was selected at the Organising Committee and many advices had given to the department 
staff on conducting the exhibition and also pointed out the mistakes done by other committees.  
 
      Sixteen members participated in the competition and won 24 medals excluding family members.  
Of which 1 second prize in championship, 2 Large Vermeils, 2 Large Silver, 7 Silver, 5 Silver Bronze 
and 7 Bronze were secured by APA members.  Our digital magazine Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin won 
highest medal (Silver) in literture class.  We sponsored one Special Prize for the the best thematic 
exhibit. 

WINNERS OF APA MEMBERS 

Sl.No.  Name of the member                         Title of the Exhibit               Class         Award  

1 Madhusoodanan R Shet Gentle Giant (Elephant) Championship Second  

2 Mohanachandran Nair The Golden Age of Horses Thematic Large Vermeil 

    Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin Literature Silver 

3 Jeffrey Francis Red Cross Thematic Large Vermeil 

4 Anilkumar M S Bird Life in South Pacific Thematic Large Silver 

5 V C Antony World of Tigers Thematic Large Silver 

6 Jacob Philip 
Ducks, Watershed & Environment 
Conservation One Frame Silver 

    Travancore Sheets Traditional Philately Bronze 

7 Gireesh Kumar K G Sobriquets Through Indian Stamp Thematic Silver 

    Timeline of Mahatma Gandhi Silver 

    India Army Postal Service FDCs and Spl Covers Bronze 

    Travancore  Invitee o 

8 Prof. VRA Saathappan A Study on Registered letter envelops of India Postal Stationery Silver 

    Stamp Talk - 1 Literature Silver Bronze 

    Stamp Talk - 2 Literature Silver Bronze 

9 Hentry Smith Kumar Diversityof Fish Thematic Silver 

10 Dr. Satheesh Odd Stamps Thematic Silver 

11 DR.Biju Vivekan Bills and Beaks Thematic Silver Bronze 

12 Mohanraj K Turtiles One Frame Silver Bronze 

13 K G Devarajan Parrots One Frame Silver Bronze 

    150th Birth Annivesary of Mahatma Gandhi One Frame Bronze 

    150th Birth Annivesary of Mahatma Gandhi Gandhi Bronze 

14 Sreekumar V Article Literature Bronze 

15 Shijumon K R Special Covers & Cancellation of Kerala FDCs and Spl Covers Bronze 

16 Sajindralal S S Commemoration of Mahatma Gandhi Gandhi Bronze 

  Family Members       

  Parvathy Nair B Birds of Falkland Thematic Large Silver 

  Rhethika S My Beloved Bapu Youth Large Silver 

  Ancy Jeffrey UAE Traditional Silver 

  Sam Jeffrey Qatar Traditional Silver 

  Sreeram G R National and InternationalDays Thematic Silver 

  Parvathy Vivek Eagles Thematic Silver 

  Rene George Pakistan Traditional Bronze 
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Chicagopex 2019 
 
      Our Secretary Shri. P.Mohanachandran Nair won Gold medal in Chicagopex 2019 held from 22 to 
24 November at the Westin Chicago Northwest USA, for his collection Development and Operations 
of Indian Airmails 1911-1950 by securing 89 points. 
 
 

Knowledge Bank  
 

GLOSSARY OF PHILATELIC TERMS 

 

Repaired Stamp A stamp which has had a fault or defect hidden in order to increase its possible market value.  
 

Reperforated Stamp A stamp which has had perforation applied unofficially to an imperforate or damaged 
margin.  

 

Replica Copy or imitation of the design and colour of a stamp. 

 

Reply Paid Stationery Envelopes etc bearing inscriptions address and license number to enable firms  
customers of businesses to reply without paying postage.  

 

Reply Postcards A form of postal stationery consisting of two postcards joined together one with the sender's 
message, the other for the addressee's reply. (Issued in the United Kingdom from 1882 to 1970).  

 

Repoussage the knocking up of a printing plate from behind for the purpose of raising a dent or of bringing a 
faulty part of the plate to the necessary height for retouching.  

 

Repp Paper A ribbed paper with a fine ribbing on the surface and not resulting from the watermark.  

 

Reprint Impressions from the original plates, blocks or stones, from which stamps were printed, taken after the 
issue of the stamps to the Post Office has ceased: impressions printed not for use as stamps, but as specimens 
for sale to collectors.  

 

Resetting New arrangement of clichés in a plate. 

 

Resinised Paper Paper made transparent by treatment with resin or collodion. Also known as Goldbeater's  
skin (q.v).  

 

Retail Booklets and Sheetlets Stamps packaged in such a way that they can be conveniently sold in souvenir 
shops and other places in addition to Post Offices.  

 

Retouch A minor correction effected by hand engraving on a plate or cylinder.  

 

Returned Mail Mail which has been returned to the sender for many reasons but mainly because of an  
incorrect address.  

 

Reuse Labels Gummed labels affixed across the tops of envelopes which have previously been used (q.v 
Economy Label).  

 

Revenue Stamp Issues made to pay tax or duty other than postage.  

 

Reversed Print Stamps printed in reverse by accident or design.  

 

Reversed Watermark A watermark which is a mirror print when viewed from the face of the stamp.  

 

Rice Paper A thin paper in a variety of textures, made from the sliced pith of a Formosan tree and sized with 
rice water.  

 

Rings Term for a type of numerical obliterator consisting of several concentric circle with or without numerals in 
the centre.  

 

Ripple Gum A gum, adopted by Germany, so broken up as to produce a non curling effect.  

 
 

 (to be continued….)                                                                                         
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SPECIAL COVERS 

  
KOHIMA : 04 Jan 2019 

49th Games & Sports Meet 
 

KOHIMA : 24  Jan 2019 
ANPSA Silver Jubilee Celebration 

  
GUBBI : 30 Jan 2019 
Dr. Gubbi Veeranna 

 

BENGALURU :  28 Feb 2019 
Bharat Ratna C. V. Raman 

  
MALLESWARAM : 21 Mar 2019 

Forests and Educations 
 

BENGALURU : 08 Mar 2019 
Women’s Day 

  
BENGALURU : 30 May 2019 

Kar Siri Mangoes 
BENGALURU : 01 Jul 2019 

National Doctor’s Day 
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NEW DELHI : 12 Oct 2019 

Water Heritage 
 

NEW DELHI : 12 Oct 2019 
Heritage Heroes 

  
ALLAHABAD : 18 Oct 2019 

Gujarat Vidyapith 
 

RAIAPUR : 19 Oct 2019 
Indiragandhi Krishi Vishwavidyalaya 

  
PARAVUR : 19 Oct 2019 

St. Thomas Kottakkav Forane Church 
 

NEW DELHI : 31 Oct 2019 
50 Years of Pediatric Surgery Department. AIIMS 

  
SRINAGAR : 31  Oct 2019 

Union Territory Jammu & Kashmir 
LEH : 31 Oct 2019 

Union Territory Ladakh 
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KOLKATA : 01 Nov 2019 

Vigilance Awareness Week 
 

KOLKATA : 02 Nov 2019 
Celebrating 150 yesrs of Kolkata Port Trust 

  
PUNE : 08 Nov 2019 

Ammunition factory Khadki 
 

NEW DELHI : 02 Nov 2019 
Indian Institute of Technology 

 
 

ALLAHABAD : 02 Nov 2019 
Hunar Haat 

 

PUNE ; 15 Nov 2019 
International Collector’s Society of Rare Items 

  
DEHRADUN : 15 Nov 2019 

Valley of Words 
ALLAHABAD : 16 Nov 2019 

135 Years of St Joseph’s College 
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BELGAVI : 12 Nov 2019 

H N Ananthkumar 
 

NEW DELHI : 02 Dec 2019 
National Day United Arab Emirates 

MUMBAIPEX  -2019 

  
Traditional Maharashtra Cuisine 150 Years Celebrtation of Mahatma 

 

GANDHI @ 150 

  
JAMMU : 20 Nov 2019 TO  21 Nov 2019 

 

  
SRINAGAR : 02 Oct 2019 

 

 
Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan  
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New Issues from Other Countries 

 

SERBIA 

Fishes 

 
Issued on 5.12.2019 

 
KOREA 

Science & Technology 
 

 
Issued on 27.12.2019 

Courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer 
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Forthcoming Events 

 
 

5 TO 7 DECEMBER 2019 

KANYAPEX 2019 

      Kanyakumari Postal Division presents District Level 
Philatelic exhibition from 5th to 7th December, 2019 at 
Scott Christian College, Nagercoil.  Exhibition timings 
10 am to 7 pm. 
 

18 TO 22 DECEMBER 2019 

INPEX 2019 

       

      The National Philtelic Exhibition – INPEX 2019 will 
be held at the World Trade Centre, Expo Center, Cuffe 
Parade, Mumbai-400 005 from 18 to 22 December, 
2019.  The exhibition is being organized by the 
Philatelic Congress of India with the active support of 
Department of Posts.  Detail can be obtained at 
www.inpex2019.com  

 

 

                        Advertisement Tariff Slashed 
 

                                              New Tariff 

 

                                    Full Page : Rs.500-00 
                                    Half Page:  Rs.300-00 
 
For Advertisement contact: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 
                                      Mobile: 9387801948 
 

 

 

Forthcoming Issues of India 
 

04.12.2019 Directorate of Revenue Inteligence 
18.12.2019 Embroideries of India 
24.12.2019 Indian Perfumes 
 

 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this 
bulletin are based on the information obtained from 
reliable sources.  Maximum care has been taken to 
ensure the accuracy of the contents, however we 
give no guarantee on reliability or completeness of 
the information. 

 

Philatelic Links 
 

www.philamart.com 

www.collectorbazar.com 

www.stampsofindia.com  

www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com   

www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com  

www.indianstampghar.com  

www.indianphilately.net 

www.exponet.info 

www.stangib.com 

www.indiapost.gov.in 

www.philamirror.info 

http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 

http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 

www.indiastudycircle.org 

www.sipa.org.in 

www.philcent.com  

www.vadophil.org 

www.indianphilatelics.com 

www.mintageworld.com 

https://dharaastamps.co.in 

www.samsshopping.com` 

www.worldwide-mint.com 

 
   

      Articles are invited from readers with 
illustrations to be published in this bulletin.  Please 
send your write ups in MS Word only, to our email 
ID: apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   News and philatelic 
activities in your locality are also welcome.  
Philatelic Clubs and Associations may send their 
brief reports on day to day activities. 

  

Editor 
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	As a stamp collector, I find it is the most interesting hobby and educative tool for learning about stamps, its issuing countries and their people, their history, science and geography. History of the world can be learnt through the process of c...
	Mother Teresa was Albanian Roman Catholic nun and missionary and was born in Skopje then part of Kosovo Vilayet in Ottoman Empire on 26th August 1910. She came to India on 6th January 1929 as a teacher at Calcutta. She was enlightened with Devin...
	She was awarded the Padamshri Award and the Magsaysay Award in 1962. She received The Pope John XXIII Peace prize and the John F Kennedy International Award in 1971. The Jawaharlal Nehru Award for international understanding in 1972 and Order of...
	In the honour of the Mother many countries of the world including USA, Britain, San Marino and India  depicted her magical  portrait on stamps for the daily use and on special stamps, covers, booklets miniature and souvenir sheets.
	The Vatican City had released a special commemorative stamp on Mother Teresa on the grand occasion of her canonization including India and many other countries of the world had also brought out attracting stamp on the occasion in honour paying tribute...
	Collectors around the world ware delighted and eagerly waited for adding the stamps of the great personality of the Mother in their album pages for the new stamps issued on the day of her canonization the 4th September 2016 when she was declared...
	I was attracted to the saintly persona of Mother Teresa and her humanitarian activities when I first visited her centre at Doranda when I was working in Hinoo Post Office in the western side of the BMP ground and in front of the forest office. P...
	So far I remember, she was first living Indian woman on whom postage stamp was portrayed in 1980.
	Mother Teresa was declared as a saint by the Vatican on 4September 2016. Her magnetic charm exists even decades after her death and it is reflected on the stamp from all over the world that includes Argentina, Macedonia, Germany and Austria
	Apart from stamps, India Government had released two coins during her birth centenary with face value of Rs 100 and Rs 5. The India Post on this occasion brought out a 45 rupees speed post souvenir sheet in 1997.
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