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A  

 
Awards won 

 

Brasilia 2017: Bronze 
 

INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

 

KERAPEX 2019: Silver 
 
 
 

 

 

Dear Philatelists, 
 
       The year 2019 has witnessed a lot of philatelic events 
in the country.  It makes me happy that several philatelic 
classes, workshops and exhibitions were held in different 
parts of the country with the active support of philatelic 
clubs and senior philatelists. The year ended with a grand 
National Philatelic Exhibition INPEX 2019. I take this 
opportunity to congratulate all the winners, participants, 
organisers and those who associated with this event. The 
success of INPEX 2019 inspired Philatelic Congress of 
India to think about conducting National Philatelic 
Exhibition every year.  
 
      Last year in many schools new philatelic clubs have 
formed.  The introduction of Deen Dayal SPARSH Yojana 
attracted many school children and so they have started 
collecting stamps. I hope this trend will continue in this year 
also. 
 
      As usual, the Department of Posts have issued a lot of 
new stamps with high value.  There is no doubt that 
philately is becoming more and more expensive. 
 
      I wish all the readers a Happy New Year and blessed 
year ahead with lot of joy, happiness, good health. 

 
Mohanachandran Nair 

Mobile: 9387801948 
 

 

 

Reader’s Column  

Dear Mr. Mohanachandran Nair, 
 

      My hearty congratulations for this new Bulletin No. 46 of 
APA.  Very nice presentation of KERAPEX 2019 in this 
issue and a very interest Report on philately of Canal Zone. 
 

      My congratulations for Award SILVER to Ananthapuri 
Stamp Bulletin at KERAPEX 2019 !  
 

      My best wishes for a forthcoming successful philatelic 
friendship/cooperation between Germany and India. I will do 
my best.   
 
      Kindest regards 
 

Wolfgang Beyer 
Member of BDPh(German Philatelic Federation) and AIJP 

  
 

Dear Reader, 
 

      Your feedback is most valuable to us.  We invite your views, 
thoughts and suggestions regarding this e-bulletin.  Please send 
your feedback  to:  apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

Editor 
 

 

 

Dear Mr Nair, 
 
      Congratulation for the entire team of Kerala 
Ananthapuri Philatelic Society for participation / award in 
Inpex 2019. 
 
      Your society doing excellent work on promotion of 
philately…………..  
 
      Best wishes, 

Pradip Jain, FRPSL.  

 
 

Advertisement 
 Tariff Slashed 

 

New Tariff 
 

Full Page : Rs.500-00 
Half Page:  Rs.300-00 

 

For Advertisement in this bulletin  
contact: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 

Mobile: 9387801948 
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New Indian Issues                           
 

                                                
CHAR DHAM, UTTARAKHAND 

 

 
 

Stamps Rs.15.00 x 2, Rs.10.00 x 2 
Miniature Sheet Rs.50.00 

Issued on 29.11.2019 
 
 

THE FORCE MULTIPLIER 
 

 
Stamp Rs.5.00 

Issued on 14.12.2019 

DIRECTORATE OF REVENUE INTELLIGENCE 
 

 

 
 

Stamp Rs.5.00 
Issued on 26.12.2019 
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EMBROIDERIES OF INDIA 

 

 
 

Stamps Rs. 20.00 x 4 Rs.15.00 x 3, Rs.10.00 x 5 
Miniature Sheet Rs.175.00 and sheetlets 

Issued on 19.12.2019 

 

 

Association News 

 
 

The following members and their wards won medals in INPEX 2019.  Congratulations! 
 
Pradip Jain – 1.Mahatma Gandhi – A life in service of humanity -  90 marks - Gold 
                       2. King George V issues of India - 90 marks - Gold + Special Prize 
                       3. England – India – Australia – Ross Smith and Beyond – One Frame - 82 marks 
Anilkumar MS – Bird Life in South Pacific – 78 marks - Large Silver 
Mohanachandran Nair - Development and Operations of Indian Airmails – 75 marks - Large silver 
Surendra Kotadia – 1. Indian Miniature Sheet Colour Flow – 70 marks – Silver 
                                  2. Pakistan – 69 marks – Silver Bronze 
Pragya Kothari S/o Pradip Jain – 1. A study of first issues of India (1852-1854) – National Grand Prix Award 
                                                       2. Ever Changing Dynamics of Mother Earth – 88 marks – Large Vermeil 
Parvathi Nair D/o Anil Kumar M S – Of Whales and Whaling- 72 marks - Silver 
Sreeram S/o Gireesh Kumar – Indian stamps of famous Indians with their signature - One frame- 55 marks 
 

 



 

 
 

6 
 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. III, Issue No.47/January, 2020  

 
 

 

New Pictorial Cancellations 
 

 
GERMANY 

 

 
 
 

                   TAIWAN 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer, Germany 
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Dear friend, Good morning, 
 
     I am Penny Black, the world’s first official postage stamp, native of Britain, created by Sir Rowland 
Hill, talking to you. 
 
     My previous talk was on ‘Overprinted Stamps of British India for Convention States’. Today I am 
going to talk to you on ‘Overprinted Stamps of Cochin’. In the title a term “Bird’s Eye View” has been 
added. This is to say that the variations on thickness of paper, perforations, different watermark papers 
and printing process used, are not considered for this talk. This talk is mainly focused on overprints 
alone. 
 
     I am being associated with my author for the past 4 years and helping him for research on various 
philatelic topics. I have learnt to be patient in finding things and had given me faith and confidence 
along with the learning that sincere and hard work will get us all the things we need. 
 
     Coming to today’s talk, in the southwestern region of the Indian peninsula, on the Malabar coast 
was a small state known as Cochin, with Ernakulam as its capital. Natives spoke Malayalam language 
and their stamps are bi-lingual in Malayalam and English. During 16th and 17th century itself Cochin 
had a very high literacy rate than any other region in India. So they were avid letter writers and now it 
is difficult to get stamps in mint condition, since higher percentage of purchased stamps were rapidly 
used. 
 
     A short historical background. Cochin (also known as Kochi, Perumpadappu Swaroopam, Mada-rajyam, 
Gosree Rajyam, Kuru Swaroopam, Kochi, Perumpaṭappu and Queen of the Arabian Sea.) an important port and 
has been a historic centre of commerce. Cochin owes its importance to a flood in 1341, that formed a natural 
harbour. Initially, it had a good trade with the Arabs even before Europeans. City and the surrounding area were 
small (Area: 1,480 Square miles, approximately 1/10 of the present Kerala State), but was of great commercial 
importance. It has to protect itself from Calicut, Travancore and Mysore kingdoms. Surprisingly it was always 
under the protection of a European power. In 1503, Cochin became a protectorate of the Portuguese East India 
Company and was the capital of Portuguese India. In 1663, there was a dispute between rival heirs to the throne 
and Cochin became a protectorate of the Dutch East India Company. When Cochin and Travancore were 
invaded by the Mysore Kingdom, British helped to defend them. In 1841, the treaty with Dutch East India 
Company came to an end. From then Cochin became a protectorate of British East India Company after signing 
a treaty with them in 1841.   
 

     Cochin has had 43 monarchs (till 1947); which followed a matrilineal, but a complex, system of 
inheritance. It also had a hereditary prime minister.  From 1923 onwards, it had a legislative council. In 
1947, when India became independent, Cochin was the first princely state to join India willingly.  In 
1949, it merged with Travancore and now a part of Kerala State.  
 
     The currency system of Cochin: 6 Puttans = 5 Annas, 12 pies = 1 Anna and 16 Annas = 1 Rupee. 
The stamps of Cochin were valid on mail posted to Travancore and vice-versa. 
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     From the first stamp of 1892 till the last stamp in 1949 (except the issues between 1898 and 1903, 
4 values), all the stamps except the mentioned 4 stamps, had these 4 symbols printed on the stamps 
in one form or other. An Umbrella, a palanquin (used by Indian Royal Families), Conch (Connected 
to the Hindu Mythology and used by several other Princely states Including Travancore, which used it 
on its coat of arms) and a Lamp. These symbols are sacred, spiritual and used by Royal families in 
Southern part of India. The state seal consists of these 4 symbols within a vertical elliptical shape. This 
can be seen in the first 3 stamps of Cochin, that is on Puttan stamps of 1892-94. 
 
 
 

     The following table shows the portrait of the six rulers of Cochin as printed on the Cochin stamps. 
 

 

 
     There is something to know about the names of the rulers. The title “Rama Varma” denotes the 
eldest son of a matriarch. The second son has the title as “Kerala Varma”. The title “Ravi Varma” 
denotes the third son. Till 17th century the fourth son was denoted by the title “Goda Varma”. 
  
     His Highness Sir Sri Kerala Varma - I, Raja of Cochin was on throne from 1865 to 1895. He was 
also known as “Chinga Masatrhil Theepta Vallia Thampuran”. He had a good relationship with British. 
In 1865, he introduced the fee for postage in Cochin. The first Adhesive stamps were issued in 1892 
during his rule. He is not portrayed in any of the stamps. The stamps were first intended for revenue 
purpose only and was also valid in Travancore. Later on they were used for postage.  
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     The first ruler to be portrayed in Cochin stamps was His Highness Sri Sri Rama Varma-I, Raja of 
Cochin who was on throne from 1895 till he resigned in 1914 due to difference with British Empire. He 
was also known as “Ozinja Vallia Thampuran”. The second set of 4 stamps (1898-1903), each with 
different designs were printed. One stamp in 3 pies denomination and other three in ½, 1 and 2 puttan. 
The ½ puttan stamp was square in shape. Raja had a contract signed with Perkins, Bacon & Co. 
Liverpool, England, to print the Cochin stamps. A set of 8 values were issued (2pies, 3p, 4p, 9p, 1anna, 
1½a, 2a and 3a) with the portrait of Raja Sri Rama Varma-I, which was printed by “Perkins, Bacon & 
Co.” from 1911-1913. Myself, the world’s first postage stamp, was also printed in 1840 by “Perkins, 
Bacon & Petch Co.”. When Petch died in 1852, the firm became as “Perkins, Bacon & Co.”  
 
     The values on stamps were in Pies and Annas only. Values in Puttans was not used in further 
issues.  
 

 
 

     His Highness Sri Sri Rama Varma-II, Maharaja of Cochin, was on throne from 1914 to 1932. He is 
also known as Madrasil Theepeta Thampuran. In 1921 the title of the ruler was changed from Raja to 
Maharaja. A set of 11 values were recess printed by Perkins, Bacon & Co. from 1916 to 1930, which 
also included the 1a stamp for Anchal & Revenue use. The first stamp with ruler portrait was 
overprinted. 2 pies on 3 pies blue colour stamp of Raja Sri Rama Varma-1 with 5 different fonts of 2. 
1a stamps were used for Anchal and Revenue purpose and so there was a shortage of 1a stamps. In 
1928, 2¼a stamps in yellow green colour were overprinted in black with ‘ONE ANNA’ in English and 
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Malayalam at the top of the stamp in two lines and the words ‘ANCHAL & REVENUE’ in English in two 
lines at the bottom of the stamp. The first stamp to be overprinted with a Malayalam text. 
 

 
 

     His Highness Sri Sri Rama Varma – III, Maharaja of Cochin, was on throne from 1932 to 1941. He 
is also known as Chowarayil Theepeta Thampuran.  The contract with Perkins, Bacon & Co. was 
discontinued in 1938 and Stamp printing was given to The Associated Printers , Madras, India. The 
stamps were printed in Lithographic Process. The recess printed stamps are brighter and slightly raised 
from the surface. This will be evident when we see at the back of the stamp, where we can see an 
embossed image of the design. Lithographic printed stamps will be flat on both sides without any 
difference on the surface, like a normal paper without any surface disturbance. These two types of 
printed stamps can be seen in this third portrait issues. 
‘1a’ denomination stamp was meant for Anchal and Revenue purpose. There was no separate ‘1a’ 
stamp for Anchal (postage) use. Public treated ‘1a’ stamp as a revenue stamp only and So in 1939, for 
public satisfaction ‘1a’ stamps  were overprinted in black with the word ‘ANCHAL’ at the top of the 
stamp above the portrait. The overprint was done in both Recess printed and Lithographic printed 
stamps. The overprinted text was in two sizes. Text with 15 mm wide was called as Big Anchal and the 
text with 12 mm width was called as Small Anchal. These ‘ANCHAL’ overprinted revenue stamps were 
used for postage. 
 

 
 

      His Highness Sri Sri Kerala Varma – II, Maharaja of Cochin was on throne from 1941 to 1943. He 
is also known as Medukan Thampuran. He is the younger brother of the previous ruler. His stamps 
were printed in 1943 and overprinted for official use in 1944. Only 6 values were printed with His portrait 
(2p, 4p, 6p, 9p, 1a, 2¼a.). Three values, 2p, 4p and 1a were printed in usual watermark paper. Later 
all the six values including the previous printed values were printed in new watermarked paper. Two 
additional values 2a and 3a are found in the service overprint list from 1944-48. So 8 values have been 
issued. Out of 8 values issued, 2p and 9p were never overprinted of any sort and 2a and 3a were never 
found without an overprint. 
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     His Highness Sri Sri Ravi Varma, Maharaja of Cochin, was on throne from 1943 to 1946. He is also 
known as Kunjappan Thampuran. Younger brother of the previous ruler. Three values 9p, 1a3p 
and1a9p were printed by The Associated Printers with the Maharaja’s head turned slightly towards the 
right side in the stamp design. Eight more values 2p, 3p, 4p, 6p, 9p, 1a, 2a and 3a were printed by the 
same printers with the Maharaja’s head turned slightly towards the left side in the stamp design. 
 

 
 

2p and 1a stamps were never overprinted for Cochin usage, but 1a was overprinted for Travancore-
Cochin combined state usage. 
 

     His Highness Sri Sri Kerala Varma – III, Maharaja of Cochin was on throne from 1946 to 1948. He 
was also known as Ikeyakeralam Thampuran. The last ruling Maharaja of Cochin to be portrayed in 
stamps. Eight values 2p,3p,4p,6p,9p,2a,3a and 3a4p were issued. All values were overprinted except 
2p. In 1949, Two new design stamps were issued after a long gap of 38 years. They were different 
from the portrait series. Only one ½puttan stamp of 1898 in grey green colour was square shaped. All 
other stamps issued by Cochin State from 1892 were in a vertical rectangular format. These two stamps 
in a horizontal rectangular format were also the last stamps of Cochin State.  
 

 
     His Highness Sri Sri Rama Varma – IV, Maharaja of Cochin was on throne from 1948 to1949. He 
was the last official ruler of the Cochin Kingdom. He is not portrayed in the stamps of Cochin but still 
some stamps of the former rulers were printed for usage, during His ruling period. He is also known as 



 

 
 

12 
 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. III, Issue No.47/January, 2020  

 
 

 

Parkshith Thampuran and as Velliya Thampuran of Cochin, until his death in 1964. He was a ruler for 
one year only till Cochin merged with Travancore in 1949. 
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     Dear friend, here I stop my talk and shall continue in the next part, Stamp Talk 6 (Part 2 of 2). There 
we will see about the overprint stamps of Travancore Kingdom and the overprint stamps of the merged 
Travancore-Cochin Kingdom and some errors of overprint. Hope you have added a few more data to 
your Philatelic knowledge. See you soon.                                                                 

Your friend PENNY BLACK.  
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News in Brief 
 
CENTRAL INDIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY HONOURED TUSHAR GANDHI 
 

      In the monthly meeting of Central India Philatelicy Society, members honoured chairman of 
Mahatma Gandhi Foundation and great grandson of Bapu Mr. Tushsr Gandhi of Mumbai. Society 
meets every month on first Sunday which was organized at Satna (M. P.) on 3rd Nov. 2019. 
 
      President Mr. Rajesh Lajpatrai given welcome speech and Mr. Ravi Gupta displayed his Philatelic 
collection on Gandhi theme. Secretary Mr. Sudhir Jain honoured him. He also honoured to famous 
poet and writer Dr. Sarojkumar. Joint Secretary Mr. Rajendra Agarwal "Shashi" presented their birth 
date number notes to both the guests. 
 

       
 

      Shri Tusgar Gandhi given autographs on many special covers of Gandhi including one private cover 
of Gandhi Ashram Ahmedabad dated 14-11-2007 bearing photo of Diamond Jubilee Celebration of 
Time magazine at Hang Kong in which Mr. Tushar Gandhi and Mr. Rahul Gandhi are seen with the 
Time issue on the background and title "Gandhi Vs. Gandhi". 
 

 Sudhir Jain 
 

NEW HEADQUARTERS OF RPSL OPENED 
 

      The new headquarters of the Royal Philatelic Society London (RPSL) was opened by Her Majesty 
the Queen Elizabeth II on Tuesday 26th November 2019, at 15 Abchurch Lane, London EC4.  It was a 
memorable celebration of RPSL, as it is being celebrated its 150th Anniversary year.  Her Majesty 
previously visited the Society in 1969 while celebrating its 100 years.  Only 125 invited members were 
allowed to attend the function, of which 15 were from overseas.  The Indian representative Mr. Markand 
Dave was also invited to the function. 
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LIFE TIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD TO SHRI. DHIRUBHAI MEHTA 

 
      During National Philatelic Exhibition INPEX-2019, Jainism Philately Group (JPG) honoured 95 
years old India's senior most Philatelist Shri. Dhirubhai Mehta with Life Time Achievement Award in 
the field of Philately.  
 
      In a grand function organized on 20th December 2019 at the INPEX-2019 hall, World Trade Center 
Mumbai, JPG National Chairman Shri Sudhir Jain (Satna, M.P.) had given welcome speech. Smt. 
Meena Mutha (Mumbai) and Shri Udai Gosalia (Mumbai) given introduction of Shri Mehta. JPG 
Chairman Shri Sudhir Jain, Vice Chairman Dr. Pradip Jain (Balod, Chhattisgarh) & Shri Pramod Kumar 
Jain (Pondicherry), General Secretary Shri Dipak Modi (Jalna) & Shri Mithalal Jain (Pune), Shri 
Surendra Kotadia & Shri Kapil Gogri (Mumbai) etc. honoured Shri Dhirubhai Mehta by presenting 
garland, turban, shawl, shrjphal, memento etc. 
 

 
 

      Addressing the esteemed audience Shri Dhirubhai Mehta told that it is not his honour but it is the 
honour of Philately as a whole. He is still a learner and assured that he is always available for the 
service of Philately. Large number of Philatelists from all over India were present in this function. 
 
      It is worth to mention that Shri Dhirubhai Mehta is  deeply involved in Philately since last 75 years. 
He was President of Philatelic Congress of India, Philatelic Society of India and many other 
organizations. Apart from winning many Grand Pix Awards, he was Jury member of large number of 
International Philatelic exhibitions in India and abroad. He is the senior most practicing Chartered 
Accountant in Mumbai.  
 

Sudhir Jain 
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JAINISM PHILATELIC GROUP HONOURED ITS FOUNDER CHAIRMAN SUDHIR JAIN 
 

      During 4th Jainism Philately Group (JPG) National Meet recently held at Mumbai, it's Founder 
National Chairman Shri Sudhir Jain has been warmly honoured by all the office bearers for successfully 
leading the group for the last eight years since its formation. 
 

      On the stage of National Stamp Show INPEX-2019 during JPG National Meet, Vice Chairman Dr. 
Pradip Jain (Balod, CG) & Shri Pramod Kumar Jain (Pondicherry), General Secretary Shri Dipak Modi 
(Jalna) & Shri Mithalal Jain (Pune), INPEX Treasurer Shri Surendra Kotadia (Mumbai), INPEX Jt. 
Secretary Shri Kapil Gogri (Mumbai), JPG Mumbai Chapter head Smt. Meena Mutha etc. honoured 
Shri Sudhir Jain by garlanding and presenting turban, bouquet, coconut, shawl, memento etc. Smt. 
Rashmi Jain, wife of Shri Sudhir Jain head also been honoured on this occasion. 
 

       
 

      World famous senior Philatelist Shri Dhirubhai Mehta was chief guest of this meet and large number 
of Philatelists form all over India were present on this occasion. 
 
VIJAYAPEX - 2019 
 

      The Philatelic Club of Vijaya High School, Jayanagar, Bangalore conducted a philatelic exhibition 
in connection with the celebration of 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi from 17th to 19th 
December, 2019.  Collection on Gandhi by renowned philatelist Sri. Jayaprakash Sarda was exhibited.  
The exhibition was inaugurated by Sri. K C Raghunandan, President and CEO of Vijaya Education 
Institute Trust and Sri.T S Aswathnarayana, Sr. Supdt. of Post Offices, Bengaluru South Division was 
the chief guest. 

 

       
Courtesy: Phila Research News 
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6TH RPSL RECEPTION DINNER ON CRUISE AT MUMBAI 

 

     The Royal Philatelic Society London in association with Jainism Philately Group arranged its 6 th 
Reception Dinner on Cruise at Mumbai on 20th December, 2019.  The boarding to the cruise was at 
Gateway of India, Mumbai at 8.00 pm and disembark at 11.00 pm. Members of RPSL and Jainism 
Philately Group along with their guests attended. 
 

     
 

     
 

 
PHILATELY CLASS AT HSS MATTOM 

 

      Mr. Olvex M Noronha, Secretary of Thrissur Philatelic Club conducted a philately class for the 
students of Higher Secondary School, Mattom on 30 December, 2019.  Nearly 30 students attended 
the class. 
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      The National Philatelic Exhibition INPEX 2019 was organised by Philatelic Congress of India (PCI) with 
active support of the Department of Posts and affiliated member philatelic societies.  The exhibition held at the 
World Trade Centre, Expo Hall, Cuffe Parade in Mumbai from 18 th to 22 December, 2019.  The exhibition gave 
importance to 150th birth anniversary celebrations of Mahatma Gandhi and youth philately. 
 

       
Inaugural Function 

 
      The exhibition was inaugurated by Mrs. Rajshree Birla at 10.30 am on the first day.  Smt. Swathy Pande, 
PMG (Mumbai) and  Mr. Dhirubhai Mehta, President Philatelic Society of India, were the chief guests.  On this 
inaugural function following three books were released. 

1. "Encyclopaedia of Early Indian Cancellations and Postmarks 1852-1900" by Mr. Kishore Chandak & 
Mr. P.G. Bhargave 

2. "Indian Stamp Booklets" by Mr. Madhukar Deogawanka  
3. "Gems of India" 1st Edition - Published by Philatelic Congress of India 

      On second day a set of 12 stamps and First Day Cover on Embroideries of India were released by Smt. 
Swathy Pande, PMG (Mumbai).  Following two books were also released on the occasion. 

1. INPEX 2019 Souvenir  
2. "Ikanni Tales – A Study of the One Anna Lithographed Label of 1854-55" by Mr. Gautam Rohatgi 

  
Release of Embroidery stamps and Inpex 2019 Souvenir 
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      Several seminars were arranged in connection with the exhibition.  On second day following seminars 
conducted in the seminar hall specially arranged in the venue. 

1. Indian Mails by Express and Airmail by Transpacific Route 1940-41 by Mr. Max Smith  
2. The 1948 Air-India International Postage Stamp Issue. A unique event in world philately by Mr. Piyush Khaitan 
3. Some of my Favourite Indian States Items by Mr. Sandeep Jaiswal  
4. India 1854 Two Annas Stamps Printed on ONE ANA Watermark by Mr. Markand Dave   
5. Exhibiting Social & Postal History of a Town. Cawnpore: A Case Study by Mr. Aditya Asthana 

 

SEMINARS 
 

   
                Max Smith                                         Piyush Khaitan                                   Sandeep Jaiswal   

 

   
                Markand Dave                                   Aditya Asthana                                 Nicholas Levinge 
 

Following seminars were conducted on the third day. 

1. King George V Silver Jubilee Stamps by Mr. Nicholas Levinge 
2. Indian Philatelic Research: Its Resources and Tools by Mr. Madhukar Jhingan 
3. FRANCE LIBRE Overprints on French India Stamps by Mr. Chaitanya Dev  
4. Early Indian Philatelic Literature 1871-1900 by Mr. Abhishek Bhuwalka 
 
      More than 100 frames were arranged in the exhibition hall of which 860 frames were used exclusive for 
competitive class.  Frames were neatly arranged and sufficient space were provided in between to see the 
exhibits comfortably.  Also the hall was well lighted and centrally cooled.  Most of the exhibits were highly good 
standard even from youth class. 
 
      The jury consist of 13 main jurors and 3 apprentice jurors.  One juror from the team, was from the Department 
of Posts.  Even though it was a large team the resulsts could be announced at 6.00 pm only on  21.12.2019.  
The critique session was arranged from 2 to 3 pm on 22.12.2019.  However, it is regretful to note that a few 
jurors were not available at the exhibit area during this session. 
 
      The award function started 3.30 pm on concluding day.  Shri. H.C. Agrawal, Chief Postmaster General, 
Maharashtra Circle was the chief guest of the valedictory function.  He distributed awards to those who have 



 

 
 

20 
 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. III, Issue No.47/January, 2020  

 
 

 

opted in advance to receive it at the dias.  The National Grand Prix award gone to Mr.Pragya Kothari Jain for 
his exhibit “ A study of the first issues of India (1852-1854)” 
 

 
Mr. Pragya Kothari Jain receives National Grand Prix Award 

 

      No special covers were released in connection with the exhibition.  One special cancellation bearing the logo 
of Indpex 2019 was available at the postal department counter every day. 
 
      57 dealer’s stalls were arranged at the venue of which two three stalls found vacant.  Three auctions were 
conducted by different dealers on 19th, 20th and 21st December 2019. 
 

     
Dealers’ stalls 

 

In order to attract the children free candies with original stamp wrapped inside were served on all days. Some 
picture post cards featuring historical buildings of Mumbai were also given to children free of cost.  A stamp 
booklet costs Rs.50/- was issued by Philatelic Society of Rajasthan with three lucky draw coupon offering prizes 
over 50 worth 1 lakh rupees. 
 
      A large number of visitors from all parts of the country and overseas attended the exhibition.  As I said earlier 
it was not an exhibition but a festival of stamp collectors.  I hope the success of this exhibition will lead to conduct 
more and more exhibitions by the Philiatelic Congress of India. 

 

By Mohanachandran Nair 
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Knowledge Bank  
 

GLOSSARY OF PHILATELIC TERMS 

 
 

Rivet Mark A printed mark on a stamp or sheet margin made by a nail or rivet into the printing plate to secure  
the printing surface to the mount.  
 

RLO Railway Letter Office; Returned Letter Office  
 

Rocket Stamp A private stamp or label sold to the public to prepay the charges of having a letter sent by rocket.  
 

Rohrpost (German) Pneumatic mail q.v  
 

Roll of Distinguished Philatelists Established in Great Britain in 1921. King George V gave it royal assent and 
was the first signatory.(q.v R.P.D)  
 

Rolled Gum Gum applied to paper by a machine operated roller.  
 

Roller Cancel Cancel applied by rolling a device across the stamp.  
 

Roller Die Cylindrical die used to produce a recessed printing plate in the Perkins Die and Mill process.  
 

Roller Flaws Flaws in stamp designs caused by imperfections occurring in the roller die.  
 

Roman Type Fount of type used by printers and distinguished by its seriffed capitals.  
 

Rosback Perforation Experimental perforation gauge 121⁄2 applied to USA 1c stamp of 1919.  
 

Rotary Cancellations A hand operated device to speed up the cancellation of stamps.  
 

Rotary Perforation Perforation applied by two counter rotating wheels, one with flat ended pins around the 
circumference and the other bored with holes to receive the pins.  
 

Rotary Printing Method of printing using curved printing plates that print on continuous rolls of paper.  
 

Rough Perforation Holes and teeth with rough edges, imperfectly cut or punched.  
 

Roulette Form of separation in which slits or holes are made in the paper but none of the paper is actually 
removed.  
 

Row Value Figures in sheet margins indicating the total value of the stamps in a row.  
 

Royal Mail Postage Labels Term used for Frama labels (q.v) used in UK 1984-85.  
 

Royal Reprint Printing of British 1d stamps in September 1865 requested by young members of the Royal 
Family for examples of the 1d Black.  
 

RPO Railway Post Office.   
 

Ruled Paper Paper ruled with lines as a guide for writing. Such paper was used for stamps of Mexico and  
Latvia. 
 

Rural Postmark Undated Postmarks used by rural postmen in Cyprus and Greece.  
 

Rust A brown mould infection that disfigures postage stamps in humid climates and other bad storage 
conditions.  
 

Sage see Peace & Commerce.  
 

Saggio (Italian) Specimen  
 

St Andrews Cross Label A stamp sized piece of paper bearing diagonally crossed lines in the form of the cross 
of St Andrew.  
 

Sample Labels or Stamps Security printer products to show to prospective clients. 
 

Sans Serif Name for a form of type which has no cross stroke, or serif, or thickening at the end of each letter.  
 

Savings Stamps Stamps intended to facilitate the savings of sums of money which are too small to be deposited 
in the Post Office Savings Bank.  
Saw Toothed Roulette Also known as "Pérce en Scie" characterised by large cuts made in a diagonal pattern.  
 



 

 
 

22 
 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. III, Issue No.47/January, 2020  

 
 

 

Scientific Expeditions Stamps overprinted for the use of expeditions of science and exploration. 
 

Scots Local Cancellations Cancellations in the form of the undated name stamps used at minor post offices  
in Scotland.  
 

Scouts Post See Boy Scout Posts.  
 

Script Printer's type resembling handwriting.  
 

Script Watermark Watermark consisting of letters in italics.  
 

Sea Floor Bahamas Special postmark applied to mail posted in the bathysphere at the bottom of the sea in 
Nassau Marine Gardens on 16 August 1939, a souvenir of the Williamson Undersea Expedition.  
 

Seahorses British high value definitives 1913-34.   
 

Sealing Labels Gummed or self adhesive labels used by postal authorities to reseal broken packets.  
 

Seals Gummed labels intended to seal envelopes by affixing them across the flap.  
 

Secret Marks Small marks incorporated in a stamp design to identify particular craftsmanship.  
 

Security Overprint An overprint applied to a stamp to prevent forgery.  
 

Security Paper Paper which has been treated to prevent defacing marks on stamps being removed.  
 

Seebeck Issues Stamps produced by the Hamilton Bank Note Company of New York for some Central 
American countries.  
 

Self Adhesive Labels and Stamps Labels and stamps with a rubber based adhesive that does not require  
to be moistened.  
 

Selvedge Area of unprinted paper surrounding a stamp design.   
 

Semi Official Stamps Stamps used in connection with private postal services but having official sanction.  
 

Semi Postals American term for stamps bearing a charity premium.  
 

Sequence Sorting Machine machine which sorts mail to address in sequence of delivery  
 

Serpentine Roulette A form of separation in which the cuts are in a wavy line pattern.  
 

Se-tenant Pair An unsevered pair of stamps differing from each other in some way, in value or because one is 
overprinted the other not.  
 

Set A complete collection of single stamps in an issue.   
 

Set Off An additional impression of the whole or part of a stamp design, printed accidentally on the face or  
back of a stamp.  
 

Sewing Machine Perforation Separation applied by a sewing machine resembling either pin rouletting or rough 
perforation depending on the condition of the needle.  
 

Shade A variety or degree of colour.   
 

Sheet Stamps are printed on sheets of paper trimmed to convenient size.  
 

Sheet Number A number appearing in the margin of a stamp sheet in order to count and distinguish the sheet 
individually.  
 

Sheet Watermark Watermark device appearing only once in the printed sheet also known as "All over 
Watermark" (q.v).  
 

Sheetlet A sheet of stamps containing a much smaller number of stamps than the normal sheet distinguished 
from Miniature Sheet q.v.   
 

Shift Term used when a colour is applied out of register to the stamp design during printing.  
 

Ship Cancellations Special marks often including the name of the ship used to cancel mail posted on board.  
 
 

 (to be continued….)  
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FRUGAL PHILATELY 
 
Experimental Guidelines for Frugal Philately  
 
"Frugal Philately Class" is a new exhibition class which concentrates on the criteria of treatment, importance, 
knowledge, research and condition. There are limiting criteria with respect to the value of items included. The 
purpose is to provide an opportunity for collectors to display interesting items and enhance their philatelic skills 
rather than blunt their cheque books. The availability of such a class will encourage those who are put off 
exhibiting by the alleged high cost of items needed to compete in the normal classes. It will be purely a national 
class. The chances of attaining international recognition should be considered remote. Because of the limiting 
nature of the rules, it is proposed that certificates rather than medals be awarded, but that they be based on the 
same points spread as other national classes.  
 
Entry Size  
 
Restricted to three to five frames (less would be unrepresentative of the subject: More would suggest an ability 
to enter a normal class.)  
 
Entry Class  
 
No restriction as to philatelic class, except for Youth and Literature.  
 
Special Conditions  
 
The wholesale value of the exhibit should not exceed $1,000 (equal to $200 per frame or $12.50 per sheet). If 
the wholesale value exceeds $1,000 in total, then penalties will apply, as shown under the sub-heading 
“Reconciliation” below.  
 
Judging  
 
To be carried out in two stages. Note: The results of each stage will not be revealed to the judging teams until 
both stages are complete.  
 
First Stage: The entries will be judged by the relevant philatelic class judging team, using all the normal criteria.  
 
Second Stage: The exhibit will be assessed as to its wholesale value. This judging being carried out by a team 
of three judges, well versed in philatelic valuations and, normally drawn from the philatelic trade, particularly 
APTA, with at least five years standing. The results of this phase will be to provide a dollar figure of wholesale 
market value. Judges will assess the normal market value rather than any enhanced value accruing to the exhibit 
because of the skills of the exhibitor. This valuation will be available to the exhibitor.  
 
Reconciliation  
 
There will only need to be a reconciliation where the adjudged wholesale value exceeds $1,000.00. The 
reconciliation will be in the form of points deducted from the philatelic score on the following scale:  
$1 - $60 - loss of one point for each $20.00 or part thereof;  
$61 - $200 - loss of one point for each $10.00 or part thereof;  
$201 upwards - loss of one point for each $5.00 or part thereof.  
 
More Information  
 
The APF Coordinator appointed to promote and assist persons interested in exhibiting Frugal philately is Ian 
McMahon, P.O Box 891, Jamison Centre, ACT, 2614,  
email: i_mcmahon@yahoo.com  

 
                                                                                        

mailto:i_mcmahon@yahoo.com
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SPECIAL COVERS 
 

EKLACHALO RE 
West Bengal State Level Philatelic Exhibition : KOLKATA : 16 - 21 Nov 2019 

 

  
100 years of Young India 

Gandhi as an editor of news papers 

 

The Tolstoy Farm  
 

  
Gandhi and Subhas Chandra Bose 

 

Tagore and Gandhi meeting at Santiniketan 

  
Kolkata house that hosted Gandhi on  

15th August 1947 

 

Mahatma Gandhi’s stay at Ripon College, 
Kolkata in 1901 

  
Rituparno Ghosh – A master of Cinematic Art  Suchitra Sen – Queen of West Bengal Cinema 
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Poets of Bengal – Jibanananda Das, 

Sudhindranath Dutta, Premendra Mitra,  
Subhash Mukhopadhyay 

 

Writers of Bengal – Bibhutibhushan 
Bandyopadhyay,  Manik Bandopadhyay 

 

  
Melodies of Bengal – Satinath Mukherjee, 

Dhananjay Bhattacharya, 
Manabendra Mukhopadhyay, Shyamal Mitra 

 

Sports Legends of Bengal – 
Pankaj Roy, Leslie Walter Claudies, 

Sailendra Nath Manna 

 
117 Years of Electric Tram (1902-2019) 

 

  
KOLKATA : 05 Jan 2019 

Sailendra Sircar Vidyalaya 
KOLKATA : 07 Jan 2019 

Artisan Speak – A Textile Outreach Initiative 
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KOLKATA : 11 Jan 2019 

Saha Institute of Nuclear Physics 
KOLKATA : 05 Feb 2019 

Centenary Celebration of Gaudiya Mission – 
Museum of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 

  
KOLKATA : 18 Feb 2019 

Matrisangha Janakalyan Ashram 
KOLKATA : 18 Feb 2019 

Bengal National Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry 

  

KOLKATA : 11 Mar 2019 
Govt. College of Engineering & Leather 

Technology 

KOLKATA : 25 Mar 2019 
Bireswar Sirkar – 

 

  
KOLKATA : 28 May 2019 

Bengal Infertility & Reproductive Therapy 
Hospital 

KOLKATA : 27 Jun 2019 
Remembering Rahul Dev Burman 
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BHUJ : 01  Oct 2019 

L. M. Pomal – Wildlife Photographer 
RAMATHEERTHAM : 05 Oct 2019 

Ramatheertham 

 

  
RAIPUR : 08 Oct 2019 

Wild Buffalo, State Animal of Chattisgarh 

 

KOCHI : 24 Oct 2019 
Cochin International Airport Limited 

  
EZHIMALA : 20 Nov 2019 

Indian Naval Academy – Award of President’s 
Colour 

VISAKHAPATANAM : 22 Nov 2019 
Visakha Music Academy 

  
MALLESWARAM : 30 Nov 2019 

Gandhi Sahitya Sangha 
AJMER : 04 Dec 2019 

Gandhi Bhawan 
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PONDICHERRY : 14 Dec 2019 
National Energy Conservation Day 

NEW DELHI : 20 Dec 2019 
ASSOCHAM – Century Partnership in  

Nation Building 

  
ALLAHABAD : 24 Dec 2019 

Bharat Ratna Rashtra Nayak Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
BENGALURU : 30 Dec 2019 

Karnataka Journalists’ Co-operative Society Ltd. 
 

 

ARUNACHALPEX : ITANAGAR : 12-13 Dec 2018 
Fauna and Flora of Arunachal Pradesh 

 

  
Great Hornbill 

 

Bhutan Glory 

  
Red Panda Lady’s Slipper Orchid 
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VIJAYAPURA : 27 Jul 2019 

Vijayapura Dt. Central Co-operative Bank Ltd, 

 

BELGAVI : 23 Dec 2019 
National Farmers Day 

  
BENGALURU : 25 Nov 2019 

Ashokan ediccs 

 

CHENNAI : 10 Dec 2019 
Air Force Station, Avadi, Chennai 

  
CHENNAI : 03 Nov 2019 

Silver Jubilee Celebration of NIOT 

 

RAMANAGARA : 07 Sep 2019 
International Vulture Awareness Day 

  
THIRUCHIRAPALLI : 11 Dec 2019 

Aspire for leadership 
BENGALURU : 23 Feb 2019 

10th National Numismatic Exhibition 
 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan  
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New Issues from Other Countries 

 

KYRGYZSTAN 

Poultry Ducks 

 
Issued on 19.12.2019 

 
150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi 

 
 

Issued on 19.12.2019 
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KYRGYZSTAN 

150th Anniversary of Royal Philatelic Society London 

 
                                              

Issued on 16.12.2019 
 

 
 

CURACO 

Airlines Curacao 
 

 
 

Issued on 17.12.2019 

Courtesy: Wopa+ 
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Forthcoming Events 

 
 

9 TO 11 JANUARY 2020 

RAKSHAPEX 2020 

      Bengaluru West Postal Division presents District 
Level Philatelic exhibition from 9th to 11th January, 2020 
at Karnataka Examinations Authority (CET Cell), 
Sampige Road, 18th Cross, Malleswaram, Bengaluru. 
 

11 TO 13 JANUARY 2020 

COVERPEX 2020   
      South India Philatelists’ Association with the active 
support of Dept. of Post, Tamilnadu Circle is conducting 
a philateliy exhibition on First Day Covers, Special 
Covers, Private Covers, First Flight Covers and Thematic 
covers from 11 to 13 January, 2020 at Sananda Kalyana 
Mandapam, Madambakkam Main Road, Rajakilpakkam, 
Chennai. 

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming Issues of India 
 

Aquaculture, Boats of India 
 
 

 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin 
are based on the information obtained from reliable 
sources.  Maximum care has been taken to ensure 
the accuracy of the contents, however we give no 
guarantee on reliability or completeness of the 
information. 

 

Philatelic Links 
 

www.philamart.com 

www.collectorbazar.com 

www.stampsofindia.com  

www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com   

www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com  

www.indianstampghar.com  

www.indianphilately.net 

www.exponet.info 

www.stangib.com 

www.indiapost.gov.in 

www.philamirror.info 

http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 

http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 

www.indiastudycircle.org 

www.sipa.org.in 

www.philcent.com  

www.vadophil.org 

www.indianphilatelics.com 

www.mintageworld.com 

https://dharaastamps.co.in 

www.samsshopping.com` 

www.worldwide-mint.com 

 
   

      Articles are invited from readers with illustrations 
to be published in this bulletin.  Please send your 
write ups in MS Word only, to our email ID: 
apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   News and philatelic activities 
in your locality are also welcome.  Philatelic Clubs 
and Associations may send their brief reports on day 
to day activities. 

  

Editor 
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