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Dear Friends, 
 
      This is the fourth anniversary issue of our bulletin 
you are reading.  I have great pleasure to inform you 
that within this short period we were able to contribute 
our bit towards philately through this bulletin.   
 
      In this time, I wish to express my sincere thanks 
to all readers without whom our magazine’s success 
would not have been possible. The comments and 
feed backs coming from different parts of the world 
are most appreciable and inspiring me to continue 
publishing. 
   
      I am also thankful to my sub-editor Mr. Sreejesh 
Krishnan, regular columnists, advertisers and well-
wishers without whom our success would not have 
been possible.  
 
      Thank you once again and wish you a Happy Holi. 
 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile:9387801948 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Reader’s Column 
 

Dear Sir, 
 

      My hearty congratulations on producing such a 
wonderful magazine regularly. Regarding your participation 
in INPEX-2019, I wish to state that e magazines were 
accepted in the literature class. You may not have 
understood the rules. 
 

      With warm regards  
Sunder Bahirwani  

 
      Sir, Thank you for your mail. I confirm that in most of the philatelic 
exhibitions e-magazines are accepted in printed format only.  We 
participated in Brasilia 2017, Inpex 2017 and Kerapex 2019.  In all these 
exhibitions we were forced to send two copies of magazines in printed 
format.  I asked Mrs. Jeevan Jyoti, Editor of Rainbow Stamp News about 
her experience.  Her reply was appended below: 

Editor 

Dear Mr Nair, 
 

      Thanks for your mail. Yes I sent all hard copies of 
Rainbow in printed form in two sets for INPEX 2019. Before 
printing I asked  Secretary, Mr Surendra Kotadia if I can 
send pdf of Rainbow in pen drive. But he said only printed 
copies will be accepted. So I sent printed copies in two sets. 
Moreover to complete the volume had to send last issue of  

 

December in two printed copies separately after its 
release and all eleven printed  issues were sent in two 
sets earlier.  This is quite expensive always n much more 
at International level as the postage cost  is very high. 
 

      Regards 
Jyoti 

 

Respect Sir, 
 

    Our Anathapuri Stamp Bulletin is very useful to all 
readers. Philatelist who were unknown about some 
philatelic related matters, can learn  through our bulletin. 
Our monthly bulletin gives  more collective information in 
every month. All the best  sir  
 
      Thanking you 

C.Madhavan, Madurai. 
Dear Sir, 
  
      I would like to thank Dr. Satyendra Kumar for 
sharing  valuable information regarding postage stamps 
as currency. Thank you for another wonderful issue. 
Kindly add my new email……….. 
 

      Thanks and have a great day. 
 

Xavier Luis Fernandes 
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New Indian Issues                         
 

                                                
4th Battalion(Outram’s) The Rajputana Rifles 1820-2020 

 

 
Stamp Rs.5.00 

Issued on 12.02.2020 
 
 

 

 

INDUSTRIAL CITY : JAMSHEDPUR 
 

 
 

Stamp Rs.5.00  
Issued on 17.02.2020 
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New Pictorial Cancellations 
 

 
 

GERMANY 

 
 

                                                                 
 

TAIWAN 
 

 
 

Courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer, Germany 
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 British India Victorian Envelopes 
  

Col (Dr) J Dutta & Dr Anjali Dutta 

 
Introduction The envelope form may be called a stamped envelope or, alternatively, a postal 
stationery envelope (PSE for short). In August 1852 an act of the U.S. Congress authorized the 
Postmaster General to provide "suitable letter envelopes with such watermarks or other guards against 
counterfeits... with the addition of the value or denomination of the postage stamps so printed or 
impressed thereon...” The first result was the 1853 Nesbitt issues of stamped envelopes, named after 
the contractor who produced them for the government. 
 

 
1853 Nesbitt issue of 3c stamped envelope and 1853 George F. Nesbitt & Co Proof 

 
The size of the envelope has varied over the years and so has the type of paper. In India the envelope 
was first issued on 29 November 1856 which made it the first postal stationery of India.   
 
29 November 1856 Issue These 1 anna brown envelopes were designed and embossed by De la Rue 
& Co, London on bluish wove paper 121x71 mm in size. The flap was gummed and rounded with lion 
and palm tree seal embossed. The embossed stamp bears die numbers 1 and 4. The left flap bears 
the name De la Rue & Co, London in small Roman capitals in plain relief 24 mm in length.   
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15 September 1857 Issue These ½  anna blue envelopes were designed and embossed by De la Rue 
& Co, London on thin yellowish to white paper 102x65 mm in size with blue seal on the gummed flap. 
The embossed stamp bears die numbers 1 and 2. 
 

 
 

1871 Issue Same 1 anna brown as the first issue but printed blue paper laid obliquely and the seal is 
in brown. The left flap bears the name Thomas de la Rue & Co, London in block capitals. The embossed 
stamp bears die numbers 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 2 or 21. 121x71 mm in size.   

 

 

 

 
Wrapper 16 one anna envelopes 
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1874 Issue Same as the previous issue except that the value is ½ anna blue and paper is white laid 
obliquely. The seal is embossed in blue on the flap. The maker’s name ‘Thos de la Rue & Co’ is 
embossed in block letters with a foliate ornament. The embossed stamp bears the numbers 3 and 4. 
121x71 mm in size.  
 
1875 Issue Smaller than previous issues 116x66 mm in size. The seal on the flap is in embossed in 
blue or in plain relief. There is no maker’s name on left flap. The embossed stamp is ½ anna blue on 
white obliquely laid paper. The stamp in this and in subsequent issues do not have the die number. 
 

 
 

1877 Issue the ½ anna blue (size118x66 mm) has no seal on the flap while the 1 anna brown 
(size121x71 mm) has brown seal on the flap. Both are on white obliquely laid paper.  
 

  
 

1 July 1881 Issue The embossed stamp 4 annas 6 pies is oval on white wove paper. The stamp is 
known in two colours orange and yellow, the flap is pointed. 133x76 mm in size.   
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1883 Issue A new colour in the form of ½ anna green on white obliquely laid paper. 1 anna brown is 
also on white obliquely laid paper. Both are of size118x66 mm.  
 

 
 

1 May 1886 Issue ½ anna green and 1 anna brown on thin white laid paper. Both are of size120x95 
mm. 

 
 

1 January 1891 Issue This is a provisional issue in that 4 annas 6 pies issue was surcharged 2 annas 
6 pies in block letters 2½ mm high. Shifted overprints are known. The overprints were on both yellow 
and orange embossed stamps.  

 

 

 
Wrapper for 25 envelopes 
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1892 Issue According to Pratisad Neurgaonkar these were issued on 1 January 1893. The embossed 
stamp 2 annas 6 pies are oval on white wove paper with yellowish gum. We have however found these 
also on white diagonally laid paper. These are of size146x83 mm. 
 

  

 
1892/ August 1899 In the same year according to Manik Jain and in August 1899 according to Pratisad 
Neurgaonkar the 2 annas 6 pies envelope was surcharged ONE ANNA. 
 

 
 
Registered Envelopes 
These were issued on 1 May/November 1866 on yellowish white wove paper backed by linen. The face 
of the envelope had three lines of inscription beginning with REGISTERED LETTER in thick block 
letters. The second and third lines read “This letter must be given......” On the left of the inscription is a 
fancy R. Two lines cross each other and divide the face into four equal parts. The embossed 2 annas 
stamp is on the flap.  
 
The envelopes are of three types: 
 
Type 1 Two annas light blue inscription with ultramarine stamp size 132x82 mm. 
Type 2 Two annas ultramarine inscription and stamp size 132x82 mm.  
Type 3 Two annas ultramarine inscription and stamp but size 254x105 mm. 
Type 1 according to Pratisad Neurgaokar was issued on 1 May 1866 while Type 2 and 3 were issued 
in November 1866.     
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Service Envelopes 
 
January 1887 Issue The 1877 1 anna issue was overprinted Service in black. There is only one known 
example known of this issue which is with Mr Manik Jain of Calcutta and illustrated in his book. Pratisad 
Neurgaokar feels were never issued and it is an essay. 
 
1 April 1895 Issue ½ anna green and 1 anna brown were overprinted in black “On H,M.S.” and “On 
Her Majesty’s Service” on top of the envelope. 
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Service Registered Envelopes 
 
1895 Issue “On H,M.S.” and “On Her Majesty’s Service” on top of the envelope was overprinted in 
black on the 2 annas registered envelope large size (254x105 mm).  
 

 
 

Military Envelopes 
 
1 May 1879 Soldier’s and Seamen’s Envelope The troops used existing stamps and postal stationery 
till 1879 when, for the first time, special postal stationery, the 9 pies red on white Soldiers’ and 
Seamen’s envelope was issued. 
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1 May 1895 The 1879 issue was surcharged One Anna in black. A variety exists with ‘n’ of One inverted. 
 

 
 

1900 C.E.F. Issue In 1900 for the first time stamps and postal stationery was issued overprinted C.E.F. 
for use of troops sent to China to suppress the Boxer Rebellion. The ½ anna green, 1 anna brown, 
2annas 6 pies orange and one anna on 2annas 6 pies orange were overprinted C.E.F. 

 

 

 
 

1/2a green envelope overprinted C.E.F. addressed in pencil to Mangalore and cancelled by neat 
F.P.O./No.6 cds dated 14.JL.01.  

 
Indian Envelopes used in Convention States  
 
The convention states of India were: 
Chamba (1887–1948) 
Faridkot (feudatory from 1879–1887; convention from 1887 to 1901). 
Gwalior (1885–1948) 
Jhind (feudatory 1874 – 1885; convention from 1885). 
Nabha (1885–1948) 
Patiala (1884–1947) 
For details of the postal stationery of Convention States one may refer to the monumental work of 
Edward F Deschl. A few Victorian envelopes from the Convention States are illustrated. They had the 
name of the state with or without the coat-of-arms. 
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Chamba 

   
 

                                                            Faridkot 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gwalior 

  
Gwalior postal envelope 1886 

 
Jhind 
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Nabha 

 

  Pat 

Nabha postal envelopes 1886  

 
Patiala 

 

 
Patiala postal envelope 1885 and 1891 

 
 Zanzibar Overprinted Envelopes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

As with stamps and fiscals, postal stationery 
too were overprinted for use in Zanzibar and 
were covered in detail by George T Krieger in 
his article Zanzibar-Overprinted Postal 
Stationery of India 1896-6, feely available on 
the net. A few Victorian envelopes from 
Zanzibar are illustrated.   
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Indian Postal Stationery Envelopes Overprinted “British East Africa”  
The inventory of stamps and postal stationery held by the Indian post office in Zanzibar was turned 
over to the Zanzibar authorities when the control of the post office was passed on to Sultan’s 
Government of Zanzibar on 10 November 1895. An additional quantity was delivered in April 1896. 
Thomas E.C. Remington, Postmaster General of both Zanzibar and British East Africa, had the 
Zanzibar Gazette overprint the stationery both “Zanzibar” and “British East Africa”. This covered in 
detail by George T Krieger in his article Indian Postal Stationery Envelopes Overprinted “British East 
Africa” , freely available on the net. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            

                                                     Birtish for British Error 
 

  
References 
1. Allen Mintz, Ed.; Catalog of the 19th Century Stamped Envelopes, Wrappers, Cut Squares and Full Corners 
of the United States; UPSS, 2001. 
2. Derek Lang, A Guide to the Postal Stationery of India (1856-1977) Vol.III: Envelopes, India Study Circle, 1980. 
3. Manik Jain, Encyclopedia of Indian Postal Stationery, Philatelia, Kolkata, 1973. 
4. Pratisad Neurgaokar, Postal Stationery of British India 1856-1947, Published by the author, Pune, January 
2009. 
5. Edward F Deschl, Indian States Postal Stationery Listing, Published by the author, 1994. 
6. George T Krieger, Zanzibar-Overprinted Postal Stationery of India 1895-6, Postal Stationery, No 332, 2003. 
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      A lower Left hand corner block of four of 1854 Half Anna is reproduce here, Positions of Stamps 
are 81-82 and 88-89. Also a single used stamp at the Position 81 is also shown Following plate flaws 
on stamp at the Position 81 are recorded. This 2 examples with the same variety confirms that this is 
a constant positional variety. Interestingly this is printed on Inverted watermark paper of East India 
Company – Coat of Arms.  

1. Damaged “D” of India  

2. A square ‘dot’ between AN of ANNA below the frame line.  

3. What appears to be a retouch of outer left frame line. Outer frame lines of 82, 88-89 are broken at 
places suggesting plate was worn out state.  

4. Non alignment of stamp No.82 with respect to others is apparent. This may be the case with other 
stamps also.  

          
 

FLAW 
 Markand Dave FRPSL  
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New Books                                                                            By Mohanachandran Nair 

Glimpses of Vintage Bengaluru – Collection of Picture Post Cards 
Sushil Mehra 

      Every philatelist loves Picture Post Cards and some of them collect it as a hobby. Last year Picture 
Post cards have been added as a new class in Philatelic Exhibitions by FIP/FIAP. It was first approved 
in China 2019 on an experimental basis. This gave an inspiration to picture post card collectors. New 
guidelines were charted for Picture Post Cards by FIP.  
(See our bulletin Issue No.31 (September 2018). 

      Now a book on Picture Post Cards of Bangalore titled 
“Glimpses of Vintage Bengaluru – Collection of Picture Post 
Cards”  was released recently. The book is authored by the 
eminent philatelist and columnist Mr. Sushil Mehra from 
Bangalore. This beautifully designed book is not a historical 
read but captures the nostalgia of Bangalore.  

      The book contains images of picture postcards of 
Bangalore’s heritage buildings, parks, roads, temples, 
churches, mosques, hospitals, high court, railway station, 
markets etc.  A foot note of the printer/publisher’s name is 
given under each picture postcard.  In addition to the above, images of stamps, first day covers, special 
covers, match box labels, textile bills, railway tickets etc. are also shared under the related titles.  This 
makes an added gift to the readers. The book also gives details regarding the content of picture post 
cards.  At the end, a list detailing the prominent postcard publishers of Bangalore, list of references 
and table of contents with QR codes are added. 

      The foreword of this book has written by Mr. Suresh Moona, Historian and columnist of Bangalore 
History. 

      This beautiful 105 page hard bound Coffee Table Book is printed on high quality glossy paper with 
colourful illustrations. The price of this book wasn’t mentioned anywhere inside, but on the author’s 
Facebook page, the copy is priced at Rs.550/- 

      You may buy a copy of this from (1) Select Book Store, Brigade Road, Shanthala Nagar, Bangalore 
or (2) Bangalore Hobby Centre, Majestic, Bangalore. A copy may also be purchased online at 
www.collectorbazar.com   
 

About the Author 
      Mr. Sushil Mehra is a noted philatelist and numismatist with special interest 
in various varied subjects related to stamp, coin and note collection.  He is a 
member of the Karnataka Philatelic Society and the Karnataka Numismatic 
Society.  His face book page named Pan India Postal Pictorial Cancellations 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/panindiapostal/) is very popular among 
philatelists. Karnataka Postal Circle released sets of Vintage Post Cards, 
exclusively from Mr. Mehra’s collection. In 2019, Karnataka Postal Circle 
published 2 volumes of book compiled by Mr. Sushil Mehra, named “Collectors 
Guide to Special Covers of Karnataka (1960-2014)”  
 

       He may be contacted at email: gaureshmehra@gmail.com 

http://www.collectorbazar.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/panindiapostal/
mailto:gaureshmehra@gmail.com
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Knowledge Bank  
 

GLOSSARY OF PHILATELIC TERMS 
 

Sower (La Semeuse) Longest lived French stamp design first issued in 1903  
 

Space Stamps Stamps commemorating space events.  
 

Space Filler A stamp in poor condition which fills a space in a collection until a better copy is found.  

Spandrel The space between the exterior curves of an arch and an enclosing right angle.  

Special Delivery Stamps Labels denoting special handling of mail to speed up delivery.  

Special Event Postmarks Postmarks used at Exhibitions and other special occasions for which a temporary 
post office is provided.  
 

Special Fee Stamps Stamps denoting the fees payable in respect of special handling of mail.  

Special Flight Stamps Stamps issued for use on mail carried on special flights.  

Special Handstamp  

Special Handstamp Centre  

Specialist An advanced and experienced collector who has made a study of one particular area of philately.  

Specimen Under the rules of the UPU all issues of stamps issued by its members must be circulated through 
its offices to other member countries. Such stamps are usually overprinted or perfined "Specimen" (2) Sample 
stamps usually overprinted "Specimen" distributed free via the philatelic press or to the trade. Also overprinted 
officially by postal administrations to prevent re-use.  
 

Speculative Issues Issues of stamps unnecessary for postal requirements.  

SPLSM Single Position Letter Sorting Machine or Elsie  

Split Stamps Fragments of stamps used postally to represent an appropriate portion of their original value 
Bisect. Similarly trisect, quadsect.  
 

Sponsored Booklets Booklets sponsored by commercial firms etc.  

Spoon Cancellations Experimental duplex handstamp introduced in England in 1854.  

Spray Watermark Name of the watermark of a flower in machine made paper used for British postage  
stamps between 1867 and 1880.  
 

Squared Circle The first type of combined date and obliterator of stamps used in England & Wales between 
1879 and 1914.  
 

SSO Station Sorting Office  

Stamp A device for stamping to make a mark on paper. Postage stamps are more correctly referred to as  
adhesive Postage Stamps or just Adhesives (q.v)  

Stamp Card Laminated Card similar to a credit card bearing peelable self adhesive stamps. used in North Korea 
in 1993.  
 

Stamp Collecting A hobby devoted to collecting and study of philatelic material.  

Stamp Currency Unused postage stamps or postage stamp design on card used as coins.  

Stamp Duty An inscription usually found on fiscal stamps.  

Stamp Packet Exchange Packet used in Philatelic Societies circulated among members to enable them to  
obtain stamps.  
 

Stamped Paper Paper bearing an impressed fiscal stamp.  
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Stampless Cover A cover which has passed through the post since the advent of adhesive stamps which does 
not bear an adhesive or imprinted stamp.  
 

Standing Helvetia 1882-1907 definitive designs of Switzerland.  

Steamship Companies Stamps issued by Steamship Companies to prepay postage on letters carried by  
their mail steamers between certain ports.  

Step and Repeat Machine An apparatus by means of which an image on glass is projected as many times as 
required on to a large glass photographic plate, stepped at exact intervals and repeated along successive rows 
with photographic and mathematical precision.  
 

Stereotype A solid metallic plate for printing cast from a mould of movable type.  

Stitch Watermark A watermark caused by the stitches in the wire or cloth web upon which the paper is made.  

Straight Edge The imperforate side of a normally perforated stamp.  

Strike Posts Emergency posts set up to maintain communications during strikes.  

Strip Three or more stamps joined in a single row.  

Strubell Collectors name for Swiss stamps of 1854-62.  

Submarine Posts Wartime postal services which carried mail by submarine.  

Subject Collecting The collecting of stamps according to designs appearing on them. (q.v Thematic Collecting)  

Substituted Transfer In the lithographic process if a transfer to a stone is faulty or wrongly placed on the original 
transfer can be erased and a fresh transfer laid down on the stone in its place.  
 

Sulphuretted Oxydisation of stamps.  

Sunday Delivery Stamps Stamps produced for use on mail intended for delivery on Sundays and Public  
Holidays. 

Surcharge Overprint (q.v) which alters or confirms the value on a stamp.  

Surface Coloured Paper Paper with colour printed all over its surface, as opposed to that which has been dyed 
throughout its manufacture.  
 

Surface Printing Used of printing by the letterpress process.  

Susse Perforation A coarse perforation unofficially applied to early French stamps.  

Swiftair An express airmail service of Royal Mail.  

Sydney Views The first stamp issue of New South Wales 1850  

Syncopated Perforation Uneven perforation where the spaces between the perforation holes are uneven 
because some pins have been removed.  
 

Tab Paper with a special descriptive inscription attached to a stamp but separated by a row of perforation holes.  

Tablet French Colonial key type.  

Tagged Stamps Stamps overprinted with phosphor bands to assist sorting of mail.  

Taille Douce (French) Term used for line engraving printing.  

Target Cancellation A numeral obliterator consisting of numerals in concentric circles.  

TATOM tracking or sotting of overseas mail 

Tax Perçue French for "Charge Paid" 

Tax Post A service of Royal Mail introduced in 1984 to expedite mail of the Inland Revenue Offices.  

 

 (to be continued….)    
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Stamp Talk – 6  (Part - 2 of 2) 
by PENNY BLACK on 

A Bird’s Eye View on Overprinted Stamps of 
Cochin, Travancore and Travancore-Cochin.  

 

 

Authored by Prof. Dr. Vra. Saathappan 
Vimal Jyothi Engineering College, Chemperi,  Kerala-670632 

 

 
Dear friend, Good morning, 
 

I am Penny Black, the world’s first official postage stamp, native of Britain, created by Sir Rowland Hill, 
talking to you. 
 

My previous talk was on ‘A Bird’s eye view on Overprinted Stamps of Cochin’ as the first part of my 
Stamp Talk - 6. Now we will continue with the second part of Stamp Talk - 6.  That is on ‘A bird’s eye 
view on Overprinted Stamps of Travancore and Travancore-Cochin’. 
For the new readers, in the title a term “Birds Eye View” has been added. This is to say that the 
variations on thickness of paper, different watermark papers, different perforations used etc., are not 
considered for this talk. This talk is mainly focused on overprints. 
 

Coming to today’s talk, the Kingdom of Travancore was located in the coastal region of southwest 
India next to the kingdom of Cochin. It existed from 1729 till 1949. The first stamps were issued in 
1888 during the period of Raja Sri Moolam Thirunal Rama Varma VI, who was on throne from 1885 
to 1924. The first issue consisted of three stamps. They were on laid paper, gummed, typographic 
printing and had a perforation of 12x12 (12 holes in a length of 2 cm). From 1888 till 1949 when 
Travancore merged with Cochin, 48 stamps (36 normal stamps and 12 overprinted stamps) were 
issued for public usage and 62 overprinted stamps were issued for Government use. In all the stamps 
of Travancore, a stylished conch shell will be present, which was their state emblem. Stamps of 
Travancore were valid for postage to Cochin Kingdom and vice-versa. Travancore stamps became 
obsolete from 30th June 1949. 
 

                 
First stamps of Travancore-1888, 

1 Chuckram, 2 Chuckrams and 4 Chuckrams 
1906-First and second overprinted 

stamps for common usage. 
1911-First and second overprinted stamps for 

Government use. 
 

A short historical back ground: Maharaja Sri Anizham Thirunal Marthanda Varma (1705-7 July 
1758) inherited the small feudal state of Venad in 1723 and built it into Travancore, one of the most 
powerful kingdoms in southern India. He was on throne from 1729 to 1758 and extended the 
territory, which made him to fight a war with Dutch East India Company. He Captured Dutch 
Admiral, Eustachius De Lannoy, who attached himself to the Travancore kingdom and 
modernized its army. In 1756 Travancore defeated the Dutch East India Company, who were 
then in close allies with Cochin. So, Travancore became an important place, dominating the black 
pepper trade. This became the melting point of the Dutch domination in India. The successor, 
Maharaja Sri Karthika Thirunal Rama Varma, who was on throne from 1758 to 1798, was known 
as the “Dharma Raja”. He had continuous victories in battle and in social reforms. His period 
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is known as the “Golden Era” for the Kingdom of Travancore. British helped Travancore to fight 
against the invasion of Mysore Kingdom.  Travancore Kingdom became a protectorate of British East 
India Company after signing a treaty between them in 1795. Presence of a weak Prince on the throne, 
Dewans ruled the kingdom and raised a war against the British East India Company. Travancore was 

defeated and was brought under the ‘Company’ rule. Travancore army was 
disbanded by the ‘Company’. There was always an unrest due to social causes 
of the Kingdom and also due to the imposing restrictions of the ‘Company’ into 
the day-to-day activities of the kingdom.   
 

Under these circumstances, after the death of Maharaja Sree Moolam Thirunal 
in 1924, Sethu Lakshmi Bayi became the regent (1924–1931), as the Heir 
Apparent Sri Chithira Thirunal was then a minor (12 years old). Maharaja Sri 
Chithira Thirunal Balarama Varma-II, was on throne from 1924 to 1931 as a 
minor with less power and from 1931 with full power as a Raja. He brought more 
reforms like Temple Entry Proclamation for Dalits, limiting the powers of 
Landlords, preventing the abusive practices followed for widows and in child 
marriage, voting power for women, encouraging traditional music and arts, 
forming new educational Institutions, promoting new industries and made the 
kingdom more democratic for better progress.  

 

When India became Independent, Travancore opted to remain independent than to merge with India. 
After serious discussions, it joined India. Meanwhile in 1949, Travancore merged with Cochin to form 
the new United States of Travancore-Cochin. Now it is a part of Kerala State. 

 

Area: 7,662 square miles (nearly 50 % of the present Kerala State) The currency system of 
Travancore: 16 Cash (ca) = 1 Chuckram (ch),  28 Chuckrams (ch) = 1 Rupee (R).  
Capital City: During the Reign of Dharmaraja, in 1795, the Capital was shifted from 
Padmanabhapuram, near Kalkulam to Thiruvananthapuram. 

 

 
       ½ch                1ch                  2ch                4ch            ¾ch-black      ¾ch-violet           4ca                 6ca                  3ch 

 

        7ch                 14ch               1¼ch               1½ch         5ca-bister     5ca-brown         10ca          1ca on 4ca      5ca on 1ch 

All overprinted stamps (2 fraction+2 ca shown here) and normal stamps (3 first stamps+16 shown here), which were 
issued for common usage before 1931 

 

After the 3 stamps issued in 1888, further 16 same size stamps  with conch at the centre and varying 
designs surrounding it, and 4 overprints were issued  for common usage. On 6th November 1931 the 
first set of commemorative stamps, 3 numbers were issued by the Travancore Kingdom, to 
commemorate the Coronation of  Maharaja Sri Chithira Thirunal Balarama Varma-II. This was only 
the third commemorative set from India. The first set was issued on 9th February 1931 to 
commemorate the Inauguration of New Delhi, British India stamps (6 values),  the second set was 
issued on 14th March 1931, Investiture of the Maharaja Man Singh-II with full ruling powers, Durbar 
commemorative issue of Jaipur, Feudatory state of India (12 values). 
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6 Cash-Sri Padmanabha Temple at 
Trivandrum, 10 Cash-State Chariot and           

3 Chuckrams-Portrait of                       
Maharaja Sri Bala Rama Varma.  

First Travancore stamp portraying its King. 

 

 
After this commemorative set of 3 stamps, 4 stamps (6ca, 12ca, 1½ch & 3ch) were issued on 29 th 
March 1937, marking the opening of the temples to the castes who were previously prevented from 
entering the Temples in the state. On 9th May 1939, seven stamps (1ch, 1½ch, 2ch, 3ch, 4ch, 7ch & 
14ch) were issued to commemorate the 27th Birthday of the Maharaja Sri Bala Rama Varma. The set 
consist of 3 stamps portraying the Maharaja, view of lake Ashtamudi, Sri Padmanabha Temple, Cape 
Comerin and Pachipara Reservoir in 4 different stamps. These 7 stamps were the definitive stamps for 
the rest of the period of Travancore till 1949. Three more commemorative stamps were issued. 2 
stamps (6ca & ¾ch) to commemorate the 29th Birthday of Maharaja on 20th Oct. 1941 (Aruvikara Falls, 
Marthanda Varma Bridge, Alwaye.), one more stamp (8ca) on 24th Oct. 1946 to commemorate the 34th 
Birthday of the Maharaja. This was the last stamp of Travancore. Also, only in this stamp the spelling 
for ‘ANCHEL’ was changed as ‘ANCHAL’.  
 
 

 
Portrait of Maharaja and the temples. 6ca-Subramania Shrine, 12ca-Sri Padmanabha, 1½ch-Mahadeva, 3ch-Kanyakumari 

 

      
Stamps issued from 1939 to 1946, 27th birthday-7 stamps, 29th birthday-2 stamps and 34th birthday-1 stamp. 

 

 
Meanwhile after 1931, eight overprinted stamps were issued for common use. The stamps are shown 
below. With this all the stamps issued for public use from 1888 to 1946 by Travancore Kingdom has 
been displayed in this article. 
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    1ca on 1¼ca   2ca on 1¼ca     1ca on 5ca       2ca on 10ca                4ca on ¾ca                              8ca on 6ca 

   

S
P

E
C

IA
L

 The last shown 6 Cash stamp is double overprinted. The stamp was 
first overprinted horizontally in black colour as “SERVICE” for Govt. 
usage in the year 1941 as soon it was issued. The value of last issued 
stamp for common usage was 8 Cash in 1946. To overcome the 
scarcity for 6 Cash stamps in 1946, without printing new stamps, the 
existing ‘SERVICE’ overprinted 6 Cash  stamps  were once again 
overprinted with the word “SPECIAL” vertically in orange colour. Thus  

  2ca on 1½ca revalidating the stamp for general use. Now the ‘SERVICE’ overprinted stamps were used by the public for 
ordinary postage. 

 
Now let us see the service stamps of Travancore. No specific stamp was printed for Government use 
only. The regular stamp issued for public use, was over printed with the letters “On S S” (On State 
Service) in two lines and from 1939 with the words “SERVICE” in a single line and used on Government 
mails. Images of the first two overprinted stamps issued on 16 August 1911, have been displayed in 
the first page of this article.  
 

Present overprint is called as Narrow Settings. In 1926, the vertical distance between ‘On’ (first line) 
and ‘SS’ (second line) and the horizontal distance between ‘S’ and ‘S’ in the second line were increased 
and was known as Wide settings. 
 

The ink used for overprints were normally Black or Red. But in 1925 in narrow settings 6 stamps issued 
during 1889-1921 (4ca-1908, 5ca-1921, 6ca-1910, 10ca-1921, 1½ch-1920 and 4ch-1889) were 
overprinted in Blue ink. The colour should be Dark Blue, which could not be easily distinguished with 
Black colour. We searched WWW (World Wide Web) for the image of a blue overprinted stamp and 
we could not find it. We could not see any sample in the collectors Exhibition sheets also. It should be 
very rare but it exists.  
 

 

In stamp issues from 1930, we can find 
various font sizes, letter types in the 
overprints. We don’t have any record or 
idea about the font size or letter size, is 
same throughout the sheet or only in a few 
stamps in a sheet.                                          Narrow                 Wide                Thin letters        Normal letters    Small size font 

                                                               Elliptical ‘O’           Round ‘O’ 

 

 

                
                                           6ca on 5ca service                      12ca on 10ca Service                 1ch 8ca on 1¼ ch Service 

In 1932, 6 cash, 12 cash and 1 chuckram 8 cash surcharges were applied to the old stock of available 
5ca-bistre-1921, 5ca-brown-1932, 10ca-rose-1921 and 1¼ch-claret-1920 service overprinted stamp 
sheets, regardless of type of overprints or watermarks. 
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                                  3ch                     4ch                   4ca                     ½ch                  1¼ ch                  6ca                   10ca 

 
                             5ca-bister                 7ch                   14ch                  4ca               5ca-brown              6ca                 10ca 

 
                          ½ ch-violet     ½ ch-purple-R     ¾ch-black-R        ¾ch-violet              1ch                  1¼ ch              1½ ch 

 
                                                3ch                  3ch-R                4ch-R                   4ch                    7ch                   14ch 

Out of 46 service stamps overprinted with “On S S”, 35 stamps have been displayed in this article. (2 stamps on 
the first page and 33 stamps have been shown here). Period from 1911-1933. 

 

 
 

 
                                    1ch                           1½ch               2ch                    3ch                        4ch                                 7ch 

 
                                   14ch                          ¾ch                   6ca                          6ca                                  ¾ch                         1½ch 

 
                                                    2ca on1½ch            4ca on ¾ch                       8ca on 6ca                     8ca 

In 1939, the authorities decided to scrap the old ‘On S S’ overprints, and replace them with the English word 
‘SERVICE’. (The stamps are arranged in the order of date of issue 1939-1949 - all 16 stamps issued) 
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General information : All stamps of Travancore were printed by the Stamp Manufactory in Trivandrum. 
Till 1910 the dies in brass metal for the stamps were engraved by Dharmalingham Asari.  
 
From the die, electrotypes were made and locked together in a forme  for printing the stamps. (Forme-
a secured chase for printing) When individual electrotypes get worn out, then it was replaced with a 
new one in the forme and continued printing. Handmade papers, with conch shell watermark was used 
for printing stamps. From 1924 machine made paper with conch shell watermark was used for printing 
stamps. First commemorative issue and the temple entry issue were designed by   Mr. M. R. Madhawan 
Unnithan, and rest of the stamps were designed by Mr. Nilakantha Pellai. Plates for printing the 
commemorative stamp were prepared by Calcutta Chromotype Company and the plates for the rest of 
the stamps were prepared by Indian Security Printing Press, Nasik. Initially Stamp Manufactory owned 
a  perforating 12 gauge machine for perforating the stamps.  In 1937, it purchased another perforating 
machine with 12½ gauge and in 1939 it purchased a 11 gauge perforating machine.  
 

  
The only 2 stamps printed and  

issued on 24-10-1950, for the State of 
Travancore-Cochin 

All the 7 currently used Travancore stamps, were overprinted for common usage in the 
State of Travancore-Cochin. Issued on 1 July 1949. 

 
Travancore-Cochin or Thiru-Kochi was a short-lived state of India (1949–1956). On 1st July 1949, 
the Princely state of Travancore and the Princely state of Cochin merged together to form the “United 
State of Travancore and Cochin (USTC)”. Trivandrum was their capital. The name was changed to 
“State of Travancore-Cochin (T-C)”, by the new constitution of India on 26th January 1950. The ruler of 
Travancore became governor or “Rajpramukh” of the state; and the Maharaja of Cochin declined all 
further powers and titles. 
 
At the time of the merger, stamps of Travancore were overprinted with denominations in Indian 
currency (12 Pies = 1 Anna; 16 Annas = 1 Rupee.) and a stamp of Cochin was overprinted U.S.T.C. 
From 6th June 1950 the stamps of Travancore-Cochin were valid on mail from both Indian and state 
post offices to destinations in India and abroad. These stamps became obsolete on 1st July 1951.  
 
Travancore-Cochin started its postal operation with the currently available Travancore definitive (7 
stamps issued in 1939 to commemorate the 27th birthday of Maharaja) overprinted in Indian currency. 
Malayalam text was never used in any of the stamps of Travancore. But the overprint on the stamps of 
USTC were done in English at the top and Malayalam below it.  Parallelly Cochin stamps were also 
overprinted in Indian currency in two languages. English at the top and in Malayalam at the bottom of 
the stamp. Cochin stamps printed with the portrait of Maharaja Sri Ravi Varma and Maharaja Kerala 
Varma-III were only overprinted for the USTC. 
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All the 13 Cochin stamps Which were overprinted for common usage in the State of Travancore-Cochin 

 

Cochin 1anna Anchal and Revenue stamps were printed with the text U.S.T.C. or with T.-C.. There 
were 13 Cochin stamps Which were overprinted for common usage in the State of Travancore-Cochin. 
They are shown above. 
     
There have been 2 stamps printed specifically for the use in state of Travancore-Cochin from 24th 
October 1950. The 2 pies rose red colour stamp has an artistical pictorial representation of a conch 
shell and 4 pies ultramarine blue colour stamp has a pictorial view of a riverside with coconut trees on 
the river bund. Printed in lithographic process at Indian Security Printing Press, Nasik. The images of 
the stamps are shown in the previous page. Only 22 stamps were printed or overprinted for public use 
in the state of Travancore-Cochin. Images of all those stamps are present above.  
 

Now let us see about the stamps for government use in the state of Travancore-Cochin. The present 
definitive stamps of Travancore (7 stamps)  issued in 1939 to commemorate the 27th birthday of 
Maharaja was overprinted in 3 lines. One line the new denomination in Indian currency. One line the 
new currency in Malayalam text and the another line, has the English word ‘SERVICE’. Two types of 

fonts of service ‘SERVICE’ and ‘SERVICE’ was used. The image of stamps are shown below. In the 

below shown two sets the font ‘SERVICE’ is the difference.  
 

Coming to the share of Cochin, 5 stamps have been used.  3 stamps with the portrait of Maharaja Sri 
Kerala Varma-III and 2 stamps with the portrait of Maharaja Sri Ravi Varma. Out of it, 4 stamps were 
with the official use overprints of Cochin ‘ON C G S’ (On Cochin Government Service) the other was a 
public use stamp which was printed with the English  word ‘SERVICE’. In addition, as already discussed 
the new currency value was printed in two languages. The images of 4 out of 5 stamps are shown 
below. 
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Totally 24 stamps were used for government postage of materials. 5 from Cochin, 13 stamps from 
Travancore definitive, the remaining 6 stamps were from Travancore with watermark variations. 
Out of 24 stamp images, 17 stamps have been shown above. 
 

  
SERVICE (7 values-1949) SERVICE  (6 values-1949-51) 

 

 

Five Cochin stamps were Service 
overprinted during the period of 

Travancore-Cochin. Stamps of Cochin  
were overprinted with English text at the 

top and with Malayalam text at the 
bottom of the stamp. Shown here is the 
4 stamps out of 5 stamps issued for the 

purpose. 

 

 As already mentioned on page-6 of this Stamp Talk, from 6th June 1950 the stamps of Travancore-
Cochin were valid on mail from both Indian and state post offices to destinations in India and abroad. 
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This is a very rare cover from a private collection in Czech republic. This cover was posted at 
Ramapuram in the present Kottayam District of Kerala on 18-12-1950, destinated to Lisbon in Portugal. 
The cover has a delivery seal at the back dated 13.01.1951.  
 
This cover is pasted with 4 sets of stamps. 
 
1. 1 anna 3 pies-Yellow brown-King George VI stamp issued in 1941. (1a3p) 
 

2.  3p-slate violet-Ajanta panel (2), 6p-purple brown-Konarak horse (2), 9p-Yellow green-Trimurti, all 
these 3 stamps belong to the first definitive stamp series of free India, Archaeological and Historical 
Monuments, issued on 15 August 1949. (2a3p) 
 

3. 4p overprinted on 8ca Travancore stamp for the common use of the combined state of Travancore-
Cochin, overprinted stamp was issued on 1st July 1949. (4p) 
 

4. 2p-rose red-Conch shell-Travancore-Cochin stamp issued on 24th October 1950. (2p) 
The total face value of the stamps pasted on the cover is 4 annas (1a3p + 2a3p + 4p + 2p)   
This cover is special since it contains British India stamp, Free India stamps, overprinted stamp of 
Travancore-Cochin and a stamp printed specifically for the State of Travancore-Cochin. 
 
The new Kerala: Under State Reorganisation Act of 1956, the four southern taluks of Travancore, 
namely Thovalai,  Agasteeswaram, Kalkulam and Vilavancode and a part of the Chencotta, Tenkasi 
Taluk was merged with Madras State. On 1 November 1956 Travancore-Cochin was joined 
with Malabar District of Madras State to form the new state of Kerala.  A Governor was appointed by 
the President of India, as the head of the state instead of 'Rajapramukh'. 
 
Errors and fakes: The stamps for Cochin kingdom were printed by Cochin Government Printers, 
Ernakulam, Perkins, Bacon & Co, England and The Associated Printers, Madras. The stamps for 
Travancore Kingdom was printed by The Stamp Manufactory, Trivandrum. Most of the overprinting on 
stamps were done locally by type setting. So there were more possibility for errors on overprints like 
shifted overprint text, inverted overprint, inverted letters, wrong font type, wrong font size, interchanged 
letters, lower or upper mis-alignment of letters, missing letters, wrongly replaced letters, broken letters, 
fallen letters due to loose settings, wrong spelling, double print, alignment of lines, spacing of letters, 
gum side printing, vanishing overprints and so on. Let us see some of the overprint errors of Cochin, 
Travancore, Travancore-Cochin and fake Stamp of Travancore-Cochin. 
Vanishing Overprints – Overprint not printed properly during printing and only a portion of it is visible. 
Loose type settings –  Letters will be in position but not aligned in a horizontal line. Stereo type 
setting –  First letter in a word will be in small font and the last letter will be in a bigger font or vice 
versa. It gives us a feeling that the height of the word is growing from one end to another end. 
 

                            
    Overprint  Inverted (C)                       Overprint Inverted (C)                      Overprint Inverted (T)      Overprint Inverted (T) 
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 Overprint Inverted (T)      2nd Overprint Inverted (T)                 Overprint Inverted (TC)                  Overprint Inverted (TC) 

           Front                        Back 

   
Additional gum side printing (TC)        Replaced letter ‘C’ for ‘G’ (C)          2nd Overprint over the 1st Overprint (TC) 

 

          
                            Double Overprint (T)                               2nd Overprint doubled (TC)              2nd Overprint doubled (TC) 

                    
          Vanishing overprints (TC)            SERVICE is wrongly spelt as SESVICE (T)     FOUR is wrongly spelt as FOUB (TC) 

              
                    Shifted overprint (TC)                                           Loose type setting (T & TC)                   Stereo type setting (T) 

              
        Normal ‘O’ (T)             Inverted ‘O’ (T)                Inverted ‘O’ (T)         Right side ‘S’ Normal (T)    Right side ‘S’ Inverted (T)    
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The first ‘1a’ stamp is not listed in any of the catalogues but  has been 
listed in an auction house. May be printed, but not issued or the overprint 
can be a fake one. But the stamp is real. 
 

The second stamp is listed in an internet sales site. This stamp is also 
not listed in any of the catalogues. The stamp Cannot be real. The stamp 
face value is Rs.1½. The maximum face value of stamp issued by Cochin 
is 10 annas. The maximum overprint value is 1 anna 9 pies. The face 
value printed on the stamp is not real. Cochin stamps  are  printed  with 

“Cochin  Anchal”  or   with “Cochin Anchal & Revenue”, above the head of the portrait. Here it is printed as “Cochin 
Revenue”. A close look of the stamp reveals that the design is unique which is not like other stamps of Cochin but seems 
to be real. The ends of the value text printed ribbon below the portrait, goes down at the ends in a Cochin issued stamp. 
Here the ribbon goes up at the ends and is clearly visible.  So it can be understood that the second stamp is not real and 
seems to be a fake one. (TC) 

 

 
Story Teller’s Note: 
After going through this Stamp Talk, you may like to collect Stamps of Travancore or Travancore-
Cochin. Good. A nice move. Start immediately with the available stamps you have got. It’s never late. 
When you are consistent, some unknown arm will help you to build your collection. It’s not a joke. 
Things will happen when you are honestly sincere, friendly with everyone, without any negative 
thoughts, focus on your goal of stamp collecting, then it is done.  Within a year or two, I wish to see 
you along with my author in one of the exhibitions and congratulate you for your success. Okay. 
 
When we were searching for the materials for my Stamp Talk 6, we came across some research notes, 
collection sheets, stamp board discussions on Indian Feudatory state stamps, where in European 
Philatelist, world’s senior most collectors were involved. They were mentioning the stamps of Indian 
Feudatory states as ‘Uglies’ and were using the term more often without any hesitation. I was really 
upset and wounded. Then think about my author, as an Indian, he could not digest it. Only 38 Princely 
states out of 565 (565 in 1947 and more than 675 in 1630’s) issued their own stamps and were called 
as Feudatory states. At the early ages, during the middle  of 19th century, (around 1850’s) they had 
some experimentation on stamp issues. They imposed their own ideas and were successful, 
perforations and paper used were not satisfactory. Later on all the feudatory states, printed their stamps 
through a professional printer either in India or abroad, which gave a good look for their stamps. Early 
stages of all countries were not properly systemised. So we cannot call all those issues as ‘Uglies’. 
Stamp auction houses, Stamp selling websites make a good money out of Indian feudatory state 
stamps, but they will mention them as ‘Uglies”. It is ridiculous. As a human and as a learned, we have 
to motivate and encourage people for their sincere efforts and new attempts. We should not ill-treat 
them, mentally wound them for following crude methods and processes. As I know, my people are 
good in hurting others and riding on them. I am really sorry for it. 
 
World’s first round shaped stamp was from Sind province of combined British India in 1852. Now Sind 
is a part of Pakistan. Stanley Gibbons 2014 catalogue values ½ anna blue colour “Scinde Dawk” round 
stamp in unused condition as 35,000 British pounds. World’s second round shaped stamp was issued 
in 1866 by the Indian Feudatory state of Jammu and Kashmir. The 1 anna yellow colour stamp in 
unused condition is valued for 1,600 British pounds by the same catalogue. When it comes for the 
auction house, with an authentication certificate for originality, it will sell for a minimum of 5 to 8 times 
the catalogue value. It will be around 12 to 13 lakh in Indian rupees. A one inch square paper (2.5 cm 
x 2.5 cm), manually rubber stamped with water soluble ink costs a fortune. They call this stamp as 
‘Uglies’. Could not digest. Feudatory state stamps are wonderful, innovative and good looking. Now we 
have an advanced technology for printing stamps. Think about 100 to 150 years back. With no 
technology, no previous experience, no guidance but still they had an attitude to create a postal system. 



 

  Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. III, Issue No.49/March, 2020 35 

 

Good effort for good stamp issues. We have to appreciate and adore them. Now world philatelic dealers 
are researching on feudatory stamps for errors and making good money. 
 
The materials used for this talk was around 10% from my author’s collection and the rest was taken 
from several sources like Stamp auction house sites, Stamp selling websites, stamp catalogues, 
Private stamp collection display sheets, Stamp discussion websites and so on. My author and myself 
acknowledge them collectively and assure them that their materials are used for educational and 
reference purpose of philatelists only, and not for any money making activities. At last a word, we have 
not said or found out anything new. We have collected the existing materials available from various 
sources, gone through it and had put into a story format. Sharing the data with you makes us feel 
happy.  
 
Okay friends, it has been a long talk and hope you have gained some additional information on 
philately. We shall meet in the next talk soon. Have a nice day.  
 

Your friend PENNY BLACK. 
 

 References:  
 

1 http://feudatory-states-stamps.com/travancore-cochin/#all_travancore-cochin 
2 https://www.stampboards.com/viewtopic.php?f=13&t=8480&start=150 
3 http://feudatory-states-stamps.com/travancore/#all_Travancore 
4 https://www.stampcommunity.org/topic.asp?TOPIC_ID=50688&whichpage=2 
5 http://www.exponet.info/exhibit.php?exhibit_ID=1086&lng=EN 

6 SCOTT 2009, Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue-Volume 3-page-944-946 
7 Stanley Gibbons Simplified Catalogue, Stamps of the World,2014-Volume-6, page 424 & 425 
8 Stanley Gibbons Commonwealth Stamp Catalogue-India(Including Convention and Feudatory States) 3rd Edn.-

2009. P 213-222 
9 SCOTT Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue 2013-Volume 3-page-1043-1046 
10 https://www.trademe.co.nz/antiques-collectables/stamps/asia/listing-2317694351.htm 
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SPECIAL COVERS 
 

  
KOLKATA :  01 Jan 2020 

Rotary Club Calcutta 

 

UPPADA : 03 Jan 2020 
Uppada Handloom  Jamdhani Handicraft 

  
CHETTIKULANGARA : 07 Jan 2020 

Sri Mahabharatham Thathwa Sameeksha 

 

KOLKATA : 09 Jan 2020 
The Agri-Horticultural Society of India 

  
ANEKAL : 18 Jan 2020 
Vidhatha Vidya Trust 

RAIPUR : 26 Jan 2020 
Chhattisgarh Postal Circle Level Staff Sports 

Competition 

  
HUBBALLI : 31 JAN 2020 

Maryada Mahotsav Hubballi 

KOLKATA : 01 Feb 2020 
Bharat Scouts & Guides West Calcutta 
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KOLKATA : 03 Feb 2020 

Kolkata Book Fair 

 

KOCHI NAVAL BASE : 05 Feb 2020 
Naval Aircraft Yard Kochi 

  
Museum Road : 23 Feb 2020 

All India Agarbatti Manufacturers Association 

 

DEHRADUN : 27 Feb 2020 
Income Tax Appellate Tribunal 

  
RANCHI : 10 Aug 2019 

Prabhath Khabar, Neutral Publishing House Ltd; 
RAIPUR : 09 Dec 2019 

Aakanksha 

 

  
KOLKATA : 14 DEC 2019 
C K  Birla Hospitals CMRI 

 

RAUIPUR : 27 Dec 2019 
National Tribal  Dance Festival 
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TUMKURUPEX 2020 
21-23 February 2020 

  

  
Meter Franking cancellations on Mahatma 

 

  
Bapuji Education  Society Siddu Halasu 

 

  
Tiptur Coconut Tree 

 

Shri Chennakeshava Temple 

  
Shri Siddhalingeshwara Swamy Temple Dr. Shri Shri Shivakumara Mahaswamiji 
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William Arthur Memorial Church 

 

CSI Wesley Church 

  
Pavagada Solar Park 

 

Mallik Rehan Dargah 

  
Jumma Masjid, Sira 

 

Pinchi Basadi 

  
Jayamagali Black Buck Conservation Reserve 

 

Kaggaladu Bird Sanctuary, Sira 

  
T. R. Narasimharaju Chikkanayakanahalli, Borana Kanive 

 

 



 

 
 

40 
 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. III, Issue No.49/March, 2020  

 
 

 

  
Madhugiri Monolithic Hill Fort Sri Channakeshava Temple 

  
Markonahalli Dam Permanent Pictorial Cancellation 

 
NATIONAL DANCE OF GUJARAT 

  

  

  
 

   Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan   
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New Issues from Other Countries 
 

OMAN 

Turtle 

 

 
Date of issue 29th September, 2019 
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49th Omani National Day 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SRI LANKA 
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Courtesy: Pradip Jain, Phila Art 
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Forthcoming Events 
 

13 TO 15 MARCH 2020 

3RD EIPA STAMP & COIN MELA  2020 

     Eastern India Philatelists’ Association, Bhubaneswar, 
Odisha  organised a mega show of stamps and coins at 
Hotel Keshari, Master Canteen, Bhubanswar, Odisha 
from 13th to 15th March, 2020 

1 TO 3 MAY 2020 

DELHI MUDRA UTSAV 2020 

     Delhi Coin Society presents Delhi Mudra Utsav 2020 
Philatelic and numismatic exhibition from 1 to 3 May, 
2020 at NSIC Exhibition Hall, Near Govind Puri Metro 
Station, Okhla, Dlhi-110020 

1 TO 3 MAY 2020 

SCHOOLPEX 2020 11 
      Calcutta Collectors’ Club will organise one frame 
exhibition, Schoolpex 2020 with 100 display frames  
and 35 dealers’ booth from 1 to 3 May 2020 at ICCR, 9A 
Ho Chi MinhSarani, Kolkata.   
UARY 2020 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITIONS 
 

NEW ZEALAND 2020 
Philatelic Exhibition (FIAP) 

 

      Mr. Ajay Kumar Mittal has been appointed as Indian National 
Commissioner for the NEW ZEALAND 2020, FIAP Asian 
International Stamp Exhibition to be held in Auckland, New 
Zealand from 19 to 22 March, 2020. 

 

Email: ajaymittal1957@gmail.com 
Phone: (M) +91 9811032311 

 
 

LONDON 2020 
Specialised World Stamp Exhibition (FIP) 

 

      Mr. Surendra Kotadia has been appointed as Indian National 
Commissioner for the LONDON 2020, FIP Specialised World 
Stamp Exhibition to be held in London from 02 to 09 May 2020. 
The exhibition will be held in two parts from 02 to 05 and 06 to 
09 May 2020, by changing over the exhibits on the evening of 
May 05. 

Email: surendrakotadia@gmail.com 
Phone: + 91 22 2202 4130 / 2202 4131/ 2284 3244 
Fax : + 91 22 2284 3275 
Mob : + 91 98199 03789 

 

Forthcoming Issues of India 
 

Aquaculture, Boats of India 
 
 

 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin 
are based on the information obtained from reliable 
sources.  Maximum care has been taken to ensure 
the accuracy of the contents, however we give no 
guarantee on reliability or completeness of the 
information. 

 

Philatelic Links 
 

www.philamart.com 

www.collectorbazar.com 

www.stampsofindia.com  

www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com   

www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com  

www.indianstampghar.com  

www.indianphilately.net 

www.exponet.info 

www.stangib.com 

www.indiapost.gov.in 

www.philamirror.info 

http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 

http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 

www.indiastudycircle.org 

www.sipa.org.in 

www.philcent.com  

www.vadophil.org 

www.indianphilatelics.com 

www.mintageworld.com 

https://dharaastamps.co.in 

www.samsshopping.com` 

www.worldwide-mint.com 

http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
 

   

      Articles are invited from readers with illustrations 
to be published in this bulletin.  Please send your 
write ups in MS Word only, to our email ID: 
apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   News and philatelic activities 
in your locality are also welcome.  Philatelic Clubs 
and Associations may send their brief reports on day 
to day activities. 

  

Editor 
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