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Dear Friends, 
 

      Please note that the recent corona virus pandemic 
is quickly spreading all over the world. It is our duty to 
slow the spread of Covid19.  To do this, everyone must 
practice social distancing and avoid social gatherings. 
Stay up to date with all information about how to keep 
yourself and the people around you safe.  Avoid 
spreading false messages through social media and 
depend only on the instructions shared by the 
government including the stay at home advice. This has 
however, created havoc to our economy and also 
mankind throughout the world.  Most of the events and 
ceremonies including philately meetings and 
exhibitions were cancelled or postponed. 
 

      As a philatelist, there is plenty of time at your hands 
now to spend with stamps.  Please go through your 
collections and utilize this time well.  You can re-
arrange your collection by adding/removing some 
stamps and chapters in your exhibits or peel off stamps 
from paper after soaking them into water and later 
arrange them in your stock books according to the 
catalogues after drying. 
 

      Please remember that stamp collection is one of 
those timeless hobbies that might have been enjoyed 
by your grandfather and could be a past time for your 
grandchildren too! 
 

      Be safe at home and explore philately. 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile:9387801948 
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Dear Mr Nair  
 

      Thanks for latest issue of Ananthapuri Stamp 
Bulletin. Good to note that you have highlighted the 
issue of literature class entry in your newsletter. The 
digital magazines can be easily sent in pdf . for 
literature class entry in any stamp exhibition. It solves 
the purpose. There must be a section for digital 
newsletters and journals. Recently I had to pay Rs 
3587 towards postage by speed post to send lit. class 
entry to London, where as the entry fee + other charges 
are only Rs 2500. Besides these had to spend around 
Rs 2800 for printing two sets of 12 issues of the 
newsletter. This means it costs around Rs 9000 for an 
International entry even more as usually the entry fee 
is quite high around $100. Total expense goes around 
Rs 12000. Sending docs by International sped Post 
service by India Post is most expensive even it charges 
more than top most International courier service DHL. 
The tracking of India Post is also not good. It takes 
longer time to reach minimum 6 days.  
 

      We should appeal for allowing pdf version instead 
of printed copies in National and International stamp 
exhibitions.  
 

      Regards  
 

Jeevan Jyoti  
Editor, Rainbow Stamp News  

 
Dear Mohanachandran,  
 

      Good coverage of Travancore stamps. Looking for 
updates of Travancore stationaries &postal history, in 
the forthcoming issues.  
 

      Keep up the good work. 
 

Sunil Joseph  
Kottayam  

 
      A perfect treat for philatelist's eyes. I sure extents 
our scope to other regions. I personally love the special 
covers column.  
 

Aditya Singh  
masteradityasingh@rediffmail.com 

  
 

Dear Reader, 
 

      Your feedback is most valuable to us.  We invite your 
views, thoughts and suggestions regarding this E-bulletin.  
Please send your valued feedback  to:  
apa.tvpm@gmail.com 
 

                                                                             Editor 
 

mailto:masteradityasingh@rediffmail.com
mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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New Indian Issues                         

                                                
UNESCO World Heritage Sites In India  

 

 
Stamp Rs.5.00 x 2, Rs.12.00 x 3 

Miniature Sheet Rs.46.00 
Issued on 16.03.2020 

 

 

OBITUARY  

  
 

Well known philatelist John Bosco 
from Belgavi of Kernataka passed 

away on 14.3.2020. 

Eminent philatelist and numismatist 
Allesh from Thrissur, Kerala  passed 

away on 17.3.2020. 
 

Our heartfelt condolences. 
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Ten Surprising Reasons  
To Be A Philately Enthusiast 

 
 

 
Rohit Mittal 

Introduction 
 

      The whole objective of this article is driven by my childhood passion for collecting stamps. As a five-year-
old, I was fascinated by different types of stamps that I came across. I loved the different colours, shapes, sizes 
and, pictures on those beautiful pieces of history. I rekindled my passion after forty years and uncovered a whole 
new world of historic beauty hidden in different wonderful pieces of stamps that I collected and researched. Let’s 
embark upon a whole new journey into the intriguing and historic world of stamps and I will try to help my readers 
as much as possible. 
 

 
 

 

Contribution of Sir Rowland Hill 
 

      Any discussion or written material about the world of Philately cannot be complete without giving credit to 
Sir Rowland Hill.  He was a British Administrator, Educator and the Father of modern-day postal service which 
was adopted globally and that has transitioned into what it is today. He propounded postal reforms and 
formulated them in his publication “Postal Office Reform” between 
1835 and 1837.  
 
      He observed and proved that the major cost of Postal 
transportation was due to processing of the letters and related 
documents and not the costs of carriage to their intended destination 
because the end recipient was responsible for the payment on 
delivery. Many of these were refused which caused a two-way 
journey with no revenue for the Exchequer.  
 
      He introduced with the help of the Exchequer two instruments 
(A)Prepaid Envelopes and (B)First Postage Stamp. The stamp 
designs were One-Penny Black and Two Penny Blue both bearing a 
profile of Queen Victoria. The stamps were launched on 1st May 1840 
and released for commercial use on 6th May 1840.    
 
      These postage stamps were adopted semiofficially by the New 
York postal department in 1842 for intercity despatch. Subsequently, 
the Brazilian empire and the Swiss Cantons of Zurich and Geneva 
adopted and published stamps. In the year 1847 US government-issued stamps worth 5 Cents and 10 Cents 
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which had pictures of Benjamin Franklin and George Washington. By 1850 Austria and Germany joined the club 
with other countries of the world following suit subsequently. 
 
History of Philately 
 

      The dictionary meaning of the word Philately is that entails the study of postage stamps, first-day covers, 
envelopes, postcards and related material used for collection purposes. This is adapted from the French word 
"philatélie" which was introduced by Georges Herpin in 1864. He used the Greek words “Philos” and “atelia” 
meaning “Love for that which is tax-free” because a postage stamp helped the letter to be delivered to the 
intended recipient without any involvement of costs and taxes.  
 

 
 
      The first historically recorded reference to stamp collecting goes to an advertisement placed by a young lady 
in “The Times” in 1941. It read as "A young lady, being desirous of covering her dressing room with 
cancelled postage stamps." 
 
      The first systematic collection was published in 1861 by Oscar Berger-Levrault in Strasbourg and Alfred 
Potiquet in Paris. In 1862 Frederick Booty, J.E. Gray, and Mount Brown published the first catalogues. In the 
third edition of Brown's series of 1866, there was a mention of 2,400 varieties of postal stationery, stamps, 
envelopes and letter sheets. The modern-day prominent catalogues such as Scott (USA), Yvert & Teller 
(France), Michel's (Germany), Stanley Gibbons (England) publish more than 200,000 varieties of stamps. 
 
Benefits of Philately: -  

 

1. Helps to develop focus and patience: Stamp collecting, as opposed to Smartphone addiction or Video 

games or Television, is not about "Instant Gratification". Instead of rapid demand for human attention, it 

is about sustained engagement. The intricacies of history, color, design, and image printed on a small 

piece of paper makes the human brain more engaged and 

more contended.  
 

2. Inculcates traits like cleanliness and orderliness: It is a 

wholesome hobby with available detailed and comprehensive 

catalogs that are appealing in the information that they share 

about more than a million unique stamps in circulation across 

the globe. Stamp collecting teaches to organize, be visually 

appealing and neat. 
 

3. Expertise Development: According to various child development researches children have fantastic 

and impressive capabilities for structuring objects according to classifications, geography, history, and 

their detail. If this hobby is encouraged with children at an early age they gain to learn about different 

languages, currencies and historical instances. In today's globally connected digital world it helps to have 

expertise. 
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4. De-Stress and Avoid Boredom: Stamp collecting is a very engrossing and creative activity. Based on 

my experience I believe that this passion helps to restore your mind from stress and boredom. For aging 

people, it helps to keep their mind active and as they say an active mind is a young mind.  

 

5. Strategic Investment: It needs time before getting into the specialization of this hobby to turn it into a 

secondary source of income or maybe even a full-time earning business. In the west, there are many 

successful businesses built around this hobby, but they are majorly concentrated in the US and Europe. 

But for sure if you play it in a measured manner you should concentrate on countries like the US, Canada, 

France, Germany, Italy, China, Australia, Great Britain, Russia, and Italy.  

 

6. Many Influential Personalities are Collectors – It came to me as a pleasant surprise when I came 

across names as Philately enthusiasts. Names like QE II, Yul Brynner, Charles Chaplin, Warren Buffet, 

Freddie Mercury, John Lennon, Franklin Roosevelt to name a few.  

 

7. Educational – Believe it or not these stunning pieces of artwork, intricate design and history can surely 

add to one's knowledge on subjects such as Global history, Art, Sports, Aviation, Space, Flora and 

Fauna, Events, Personalities, and many other thematic areas.  

 

8. Global Relationships – Because of Digital technology the whole world has now converted into a 

remotely connected village. Today I have some really good contacts all across the globe ranging from 

US, Canada, Germany, Portugal, Netherlands, France, Great Britain, China, Poland, Romania, 

Macedonia (Country of Alexander the Great), Italy. Lot of cultural and historical knowledge to gain.  

 

9. Creation of a Legacy – Come to think of it years of hard work structured into collected into stock books 

is a great legacy for old-timers to pass onto their next generation which can be a real gift as antiques or 

source of education or keeping your historical culture intact or source of making money. 

 

10. Great Memoirs – As shared earlier Philately is a wholesome and endless activity. If one engages in it 

religiously for over a while, then there are some really great memories and nostalgic moments from the 

past. Philately can also be a great connector between families.   
 

(Rohit Mittal is a Technology enthusiast and a Self-Taught techie. He is a father to a fifteen-year-old budding philatelist 

following the footsteps of his father. An Avid traveler (Traveled across 21 countries and half of India), a Business 

professional (Well conversant with Asian/American and European Business Cultures), and a voracious reader. He rekindled 

his childhood passion for philately after forty years and loves to collect European Pre 1960s MNH OG stamps majorly from 

France,  He can also be reached via social media: https://www.linkedin.com/in/mittalr/   https://twitter.com/TimbrophilyLLC  

https://www.facebook.com/timbrophilyllc/ ) 

 

ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION 

Thiruvananthapuram 
(Affiliated to Philatelic Congress of India) 

 

Membership Information 
 

                               
       Life Membership Rs.1500-00                       Annual Membership Rs.250-00 
 

Juniors (below 18 yrs) Rs.750-00                      Juniors (below 18 yrs)  Rs.125-00  
 

Admission Fee Rs.50-00 
 

For details contact: 09387801948 
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/mittalr/
https://twitter.com/TimbrophilyLLC
https://www.facebook.com/timbrophilyllc/
mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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News in Brief 
 

CANBERRA STAMP SHOW 2020 - INDIAN WINNERS 

 

      The 22st  biennial National Philatelic Convention staged by the Philatelic Society of Canberra, was 
held at the Hellenic Club Woden, Canberra on 13 to 15 March, 2020.  The following participants from 
India won awards. 
 
Large Vermeil 
Piyush Khaitan - Indian Crash Mails (Also won Best Aerophilately Exhibit Award – Nelson Eustis 
Memorial Prize) 
Madhukar Jhingan - Indian Aerogrammes 
 
Vermeil 
Prashanth Shet - Aerogrammes 
 
Large Silver 
Sandeep Murjani - Air India 
Ruchira Karnik - Indian Slogan Postmarks 
Dinesh Sharma - Advertising Postcards of India 
 
Silver 
Lokeswara Rao Madiraju - GB Numeral Cancellations 
 
Silver Bronze 
K Sridhar - An Aid to Marine Navigation 
 
Congratulations winners. 
 
 
EXHIBITIONS POSTPONED/CANCELLED 

 

      Due to Corona scare, the state of emergency has been declared in many countries including India 
and many of the activities of state institutions and public organizations have been suspended.  In this 
unexpected circumstance most of the philatelic exhibitions/meetings/events etc. have been terminated 
or postponed.  In India most of the philatelic clubs have cancelled their monthly meetings and other 
events.  The following exhibitions are postponed. 
 

1. LONDON 2020                                                                           
      The International Stamp Exhibition originally 
scheduled to be conducted on 2 to 9 May 2020 has 
been posponed to 19 to 26 February 2022.  This has 
been officially declared by its Chairman through the 
Newsletter No.16 dated 18 March 2020. 

 
2. Eugene Spring Stamp Fest (New) 
postponed from March 21, 2020, to September 19, 2020 
Sponsor: Greater Eugene Stamp Society 
Email: gstruble@williamette.edu  
 
3. GULFPEX 2020 (New) 
postponed from April 17-18, 2020, new date TBD 
Sponsor: Gulf Coast Stamp Club 
Website: www.gulfcoaststampclub.org/gulfpex-2020.html  
 
 

mailto:gstruble@williamette.edu
http://www.gulfcoaststampclub.org/gulfpex-2020.html
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4. Philatelic Show 
postponed from May 1-3, 2020, to July 24-26, 2020 
Sponsor: Northeastern Fed. of Stamp Clubs 
Website: www.philatelicshow.org  
 
5. RIPEX (New) 
postponed from March 21, 2020, new date TBD 
Sponsor: Rhode Island Philatelic Society 
Website: www.nefed.org/rips/index  
 
6. Salem STAMPEX (New) 
postponed from March 22, 2020, to September 20, 2020 
Sponsor: Salem Stamp Society 
Email: gstruble@williamette.edu  
 
7.St. Louis Stamp Expo (New) 
postponed from March 27-29, 2020, to August 14-16, 2020 
Sponsor: St. Louis Area Clubs 
Website: www.stlstampexpo.org  
 
8. Williamette Valley Stamp Exhibition/Show (New) 
postponed from March 21-22, 2020, to September 19-20, 2020 
Notes: Exhibits arm of STAMPFEST and STAMPEX 
Sponsor: Greater Eugene Stamp Society and Salem Stamp Society 
Email: gstruble@williamette.edu 
 
9. INDONESIA 2020 
postponed from August 6-11, to November 5-11 
Sponsor: FIP 
Website: www.indonesia2020.com  
 

 
The following exhibitions are cancelled: 
 
 
1. BULGARIA 2020  

  
      The FIP Specialised World Stamp Championship Exhibition to be 
held in Sofia, Bulgaria from 30 September 2020 to 4 October 2020, has 
been postponed.  New date has not been declared yet.   
 
 

 

2. ASDA Chicago Midwest Show - March 20-23, 2020 
Sponsor: American Stamp Dealers Association 
Email: dana@americanstampdealer.com  
 
3. '20 DANEPEX - April 5, 2020 
Sponsor: Badger Stamp Club 
Email: lestamps@charter.net  
 
4. DELPEX 2020 - April 18, 2020 
Sponsor: Brandywine Valley Stamp Club 
Email: johnhowker@aol.com  
 
5. Evergreen Stamp Club Spring Bourse - April 18-19, 2020 
Sponsor: Evergreen Stamp Club 
Email: fosteld@gmail.com  
 

http://www.philatelicshow.org/
http://www.nefed.org/rips/index
mailto:gstruble@williamette.edu
http://www.stlstampexpo.org/
mailto:gstruble@williamette.edu
http://www.indonesia2020.com/
mailto:dana@americanstampdealer.com
mailto:lestamps@charter.net
mailto:johnhowker@aol.com
mailto:fosteld@gmail.com
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6. Fourth Sunday Stamp Show - March 22, 2020 
Sponsor: New Haven Philatelic Society 
Email: hukeda@comcast.net  
 
7. 35th LANCOPEX Stamp Show - April 24-25, 2020 
Sponsor: Philatelic Society of Lancaster County 
Email: charlesdicomo@gmail.com  
 
8. NORPEX 2020 - March 14, 2020 
Sponsor: Norwalk Stamp Club 
Email: norwalkstampclub@gmail.com  
 
9. McKinley Stamp Club Show - April 4-5, 2020 
Sponsor: McKinley Stamp Club - Canton 
Email: lincolnway@sssnet.com  
 
10. Mesilla Valley Stamp Show (Las Cruces) - March 14-15, 2020 
Sponsor: Mesilla Valley Stamp Club 
Email: rhhiss@comcast.net  
 
11. Metro East 31st Postcard Show - April 3-4, 2020 
Email: thesnyders@charter.net  
 
12. Montgomery Area Semi-Annual Stamp and Coin Show - April 11, 2020 (New) 
Sponsor: Montgomery Area Stamp Club 
Email: russtoo@netzero.net  
 
13. Montrose Stamp Bourse - May 3, 2020 
Sponsor: Lincolnway Stamps 
Email: lincolnway@sssnet.com  
 
14. MSC Monthly Bourse - April 4 and May 2, 2020 
Sponsor: Merchantville Stamp Club 
Email: cavisalli@gmail.com  
 
15. Nashville Stamp and Postcard Show 2020 - March 21-22, 2020 
Sponsor: Nashville Philatelic Society 
Email: show@nashvillephilatelic.org  
 
16. PARFOREX 60 - April 3, 2020 
Sponsor: Park Forest Stamp Club 
Email: ewwaterous@hotmail.com  
 
17. PIPEX 2020 - May 8-10, 2020 (New) 
Sponsor: Northwest Federation of  
Stamp Clubs 
Email: mmloomis1@gmail.com  
 
18. 2020 Plymouth Show - April 25-26, 2020 
Sponsor: West Suburban Stamp Club 
Email: showchair@plymouthshow.com   
 
19. Roapex 2020 Spring Show - March 28, 2020 
Sponsor: Big Lick Stamp Club 
Email: nazemi@roanoke.edu  
 
20. Rockford 2-3-4 Stamp Expo - March 21-22, 2020 
Sponsor: Rockford Stamp Club 
Email: t.wait@comcast.net  

mailto:hukeda@comcast.net
mailto:charlesdicomo@gmail.com
mailto:norwalkstampclub@gmail.com
mailto:lincolnway@sssnet.com
mailto:rhhiss@comcast.net
mailto:thesnyders@charter.net
mailto:russtoo@netzero.net
mailto:lincolnway@sssnet.com
mailto:cavisalli@gmail.com
mailto:show@nashvillephilatelic.org
mailto:ewwaterous@hotmail.com
mailto:mmloomis1@gmail.com
mailto:showchair@plymouthshow.com
mailto:nazemi@roanoke.edu
mailto:t.wait@comcast.net
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21. SPRINGPEX 2020 - March 21-22, 2020 
Sponsor: Springfield Stamp Club 
Email: frazierg@cox.net 
 
22. Spring Stamp Expo - April 4, 2020 
Sponsor: Cumberland Valley Philatelic Society 
Email: ygigi14@gmail.com  
 
23. Westfield Stamp Show - March 14, 2020 
Sponsor: Westfield Stamp Club 
Email: edjjg@alum.mit.edu  
 
24. Westpex 2020 - April 24-26, 2020 
Sponsor: Westpex, Inc. 
Email: dreiber@surewest.net   
 
25. WILKPEX 70th Annual Stamp Show - April 17-18, 2020 (New) 
Sponsor: Wilkinsburg Stamp Club 
Email: dmm74200@yahoo.com  
 
26. WISCOPEX 2020 - May 2-3, 2020 
Sponsor: Fond du Lac Stamp Club 
Email: davisclarence@gmail.com  
 

Courtesy: Deepak Gupta, Dphila 
 

 

 

mailto:frazierg@cox.net
mailto:ygigi14@gmail.com
mailto:edjjg@alum.mit.edu
mailto:dreiber@surewest.net
mailto:dmm74200@yahoo.com
mailto:davisclarence@gmail.com
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 Where Silence is the Sound (Part One) 

 
 

Dr. Sajikumar J 
 

      Compared with stamps related to cardiology & ophthalmology examples related to otolaryngology are still 
few. Despite the many contributions personalities from ENT history are not often placed in postal emissions. 
Most of the stamps in this area are based on the theme deafness.  
 

 

Deafness 
 

Deafness is a condition wherein the ability to detect certain frequencies of sound is completely or partially 
impaired. The term ‘hearing impaired’ is rejected by the deaf culture movement, where the terms ‘deaf’ and 
‘hard-of-hearing’ are preferred. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

About 278 million people have moderate to profound hearing impairment. 80% of them live in low income 
countries. Half of all cases of deafness are avoidable through prevention, early diagnoses and management. 
 
Famous people with hearing impairment 
 

In Shakespeare's play Julius Caesar, Caesar tells 
Antonius, "Come on my right hand, for this [left] ear is deaf" 
(act I, scene 2). Bernardino di Betto, (1454–1513) called 
Pinturicchio was an Italian painter of the Renaissance best 
known for his colourful frescoes. Denis Diderot (1713-
1784), French writer and philosopher. He spent twenty 
years in the direction of "The Encyclopedia of the 
Sciences, Arts and Crafts" that symbolizes the 
"Enlightenment". 
 

 
Pierre de Ronsard (1524-1585), French poet and humanist, 
nicknamed "the prince of poets". He became deaf in his 
teens. Alfred de Musset (1810-1857) French poet, 
playwright and novelist is the author of a novel, ‘Peter and 
Camille’. Daniel Chester (1850 –1931) was an American 
sculptor. His best-known work is the sculpture of a seated 
Abraham Lincoln (1920) at the Lincoln Memorial 
 

 
 

John Goodricke (1764–1786) was an eminent and 
profoundly deaf amateur astronomer. He is best known   for 
his observations of the variable  star Algol (Beta Persei) in 
1782. Gabriel Fauré (1845-1924). French composer, 
organist, pianist and teacher. He was one of the foremost 
composers of his generation, Became deaf at the age of 58. 
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Ludwig van Beethoven (1770 –1827) German composer 
and pianist. The key figure in the change between the 
Classical and Romantic eras in Western art music, he 
remains one of the most famous and influential composers of 
all time. His hearing began to deteriorate in his youth, yet he 
continued to compose, conduct, and perform, even after 
becoming completely deaf. 
 
 

Wilhelm Furtwängler (1886-1954) Renowned 
composer, considered as the greatest conductor 
who ever lived, became deaf at the end of his life. 
Luis Buñuel (1900–1983). The father of cinematic 
Surrealism and one of the most original directors 
in the history of the films was hearing impaired.  
 
 

 
Thomas Alva Edison (1847 –1931) American inventor and 
scientist who developed many devices that greatly 
influenced life around the world, including the phonograph, 
the motion picture camera, and the electric bulb. He was 
totally deaf in one ear. 
 
 
 

 
Helen Keller (1880 –1968) was an American author, political 
activist, and lecturer. She became deaf-blind at the age of 
two. Keller went on to become a world-famous speaker and 
author. She is remembered as an advocate for people with 
disabilities, amid numerous other causes. 
 
 
 

Lon Chaney (1883–1930), nicknamed "The Man of 
a Thousand Faces," was one of the most versatile 
actors of early cinema. Bedrich Smetana (1824-
1884), Czech composer, pianist and music conductor 
who became totally deaf at the age of fifty. Smetana 
was a member of the Czech nationalist movement.  
Luis Enrique Erro (1897-1955), hearing impaired, 
astronomer and politician from Mexico. The 
planetarium of Mexico today bears his name and also 
a crater on the edge of the side of the moon.  
 

 

Henry Lawson (1867-1922).Australian writer who 
became totally deaf at the age of 14. His masterpiece 
is "Joe Wilson and his cronies" (1901). Heinrich 
Schliemann (1822-1890) deaf archaeologist, whose 
excavations led to the discovery of many treasures, 
including Priam's treasure and jewels of Helen. 
Konstantin Tsiolkovsky (1857–1935) Russian rocket 
scientist and pioneer of the astronautic theory. Became 
deaf due to scarlet fever at the age of nine, he is denied 
by the schools and became self-taught.  
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Frederick Law Olmsted (1822-1903) is the founder of 
American landscape architecture and the nation's foremost 
parkmaker. Terence Parkin (1980-) is deaf since childhood. 
He won the silver medal at the 2000 Summer Olympics in the 
200 metres breaststroke 
 
 
 

People who helped the deaf 

 

In the Bible there is a story of Jesus healing a deaf mute.  
(Mark7:31-37) “He has done all things well.  He makes even 
the deaf hear, and the mute speak!" St. Francis developed 
a sign language in order to teach a deaf man about God. 
Because of this, he is the patron saint of the deaf. Charles  
de l'Épée (1712- 1789) was a philanthropic educator of 
France who has become known as the "Father of the Deaf". 
Founder of the first public school for the deaf.  
 
 

Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519) the great artist 
made discoveries in anatomy and was the first to 
draw the structure of the ear and the maxillary and 
frontal sinuses. Samuel Heinicke (1727-1790) 
developed oral deaf education and founded the 
‘Institution for people with speech disorders’ in 1778 
in Leipzig.  He was the author of various books on 
the instruction of the deaf.  

 

 
Andreas Vesalius (1514-1564) was the first to give an 
accurate description of the malleus and incus. He also 
described the maxillary, frontal, and sphenoidal sinuses. 
Henri Daniel Guyot (1753-1828) Founder of the first 
institution for the deaf and dumb in Netherlands. He 
developed a sign language in which gestures and words were 
interchangeably used. Thomas Gallaudet(1787–1851) 
renowned American pioneer in the education of the deaf. He 
founded the first institution for the deaf in North America which is now known as the American School for the 
Deaf. 
 
Theodor Billroth (1829-1894). Did the first laryngectomy  in 
the Medical School of Vienna. Robert Bárány, (1876 –1936) 
won the 1914 Nobel Prize in Medicine for his work on the 
physiology and pathology of the vestibular apparatus. Georg 
von Békésy (1899 –1972) Hungarian biophysicist who was 
awarded the Nobel Prize in Medicine for his research on the 
function of the cochlea in the hearing. 
  

 

 

 
(To be continued…) 

 
 
(Dr. Sajikumar J is a Consultant Paediatrician at Parabrahma Speciality Hospital, Ochira, Kerala.  He is also a 
philatelist and won many awards for his exhibits.  He is a columnist of Medical Philately in the Kerala medical 
journal.  He may be contacted at Mobile: 9847266807 and email: drsaji@gmail.com) 
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FIRST SPECIAL X’MAS FLIGHT - INDIA-CEYLON 
 

      As per the agreement between the postal authorities of India and Ceylon, Tata Sons Ltd were given 
permission to fly Christmas mails from Madras to Colombo via Trichinopoly in December 1936. There were 
two flights, the first leaving Madras on 23 December with Indian mails only, returning on 24 December. The 
second flight, intended for British mails, completed the return journey on 24 December. However, the Imperial 
Airways flight (IE.506) from London was delayed with the result that only about 31 lbs of mail (about 3,000 
letters) were carried.   

  
The cover from Madras to Colombo Return cover from Colombo to Madras 

 

 
                                      The Cachets                                                                             By Mohanachandran Nair 
 

 
 

 
  

 

      The pilot of the flights was Mr Homi Bharucha in 
a Miles M4A Merlin VT-AHC.  Covers are known 
signed by him.  
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      One of our main contributers Dr. Satyendra Kumar Agrawal expired on 21st April, 2017. He 
was a well known philatelist who mainly concentrated on Thematic Philately. His thematic 
collection “Rose is a Rose is a Rose….” won many awards.  He had written a number of articles 
on philtely in several national and international philatelic magazines. He got Ph.D from Banaras 
Hindu University and was worked as a Senior Research Fellow in ISRO. 
 
      On his third death anniversary we republish the article written by him in his fond memory. 

 

Editor 

 

      Sometimes we may come across supplementary information behind issuance of a few Stamps, 
Postmarks, Overprints or particular Philatelic element which relates them to a particular theme not 
evident from the item itself at first hand but the supplementary information reveals this connection. After 
reading the explanation in the text, viewer will be surprised that the exhibitor has tracked down this 
connection which is not in the least obvious but by this cross-reference something special is added and 
the development has acquired an extra dimension. We may call it as “Hidden Treasure of a Philatelic 
item”. 
 

      To be clearer, have some examples of ‘Hidden treasures’. 
 

Supplementary Information 
       In a collection on “Europa” the mention of the 9th Symphony  and   Beethoven, seems inadequate 
at first sight but the supplementary information that    9th Symphony is looked on as the European 
anthem, and is played at many European events shows its importance in this theme. 
 

 
Beethoven 

 
      Inclusion of ‘George Washington’ in an exhibit on brewing is also a clever cross-reference as he 
had his own brewery. 
 

      
George Washington 
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      Inclusion of Lord Krishna and Rabindranath Tagore in a theme on “Family Planning” with text ‘If 
family planning would have been followed from ancient times, we would have never got Krishna or 
Tagore as they were the eighth sons of their parents adds something extra ordinary to this theme. 
 

                
                                                   Lord Krishna                  Rabindranath Tagore   
      The actress Anna Fuhring posed as the model for the Allegorical figure of Germania on German 
stamps is known to many. This stamp is therefore also suitable in a collection on “Theatre”. 
 

 
Anna Fuhring as Germania 

 
      The Opera Aida was composed and commissioned to be performed for the opening of the Suez 
Canal it is certainly worth mentioning in a collection on ‘Opera’ and justifies the inclusion of an 
illustration of that canal in this theme. Vice versa, inclusion of Opera Aida scene will be like a treasure 
in a collection on ‘Canals’. 
 
 

 
                                    Opera Aida                                                    Suez Canal 
 
      Inclusion of Goethe in a collection on ‘Dogs’ would be surprising at the first sight but with added 
text “When on 12th. April 1817 against the wishes of Goethe, a play about a dog was performed at the 
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Court Theater in Weimar; he resigned as general manager, a position which he had held for 26 years. 
Vice versa a stamp with a dog can be used in a collection on Goethe. 
 

      
Goethe 

 
Hidden Illustration 
      Sometimes Stamps are printed with additional words or illustration hidden in the main design as a 
security measure. Few examples are “USPS”, “Botanists” and “Love”, in issues of USA and word 
“Secret” in Sherlock Holmes issue of Great Britain.  
 

 

               
Design made up of "USPS"     "LOVE" in upper right bud    "BOTANISTS" in the petal 

 
      The edge of Sweden's first astronaut, Fuglesang's suit bears the Micro Text "My, my, at Waterloo 
Napoleon did surrender". The ABBA song, Waterloo, was a greeting from his Family on space control 
to the crew.  
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"My, my, at Waterloo Napoleon did surrender" 

 

      Few hidden illustrations in original design give rise to their association with a scheme for which the 
original stamp has no visible connection. In the Haiti’s first definitive issue of 1881 featuring the 
allegorical effigy of Liberty in folds of the Liberty’s headdress, one can see the hidden profile of a 
Negress, said to be of Madame Salomon, wife of the then president. 
 

      
Hidden profile of a Negress 

 

      The image of George Washington is made up of thousands of small pictures of banknotes in the 
world and that of Princess Diana of Flowers. 
 

 
                           George Washington                              Princess Diana 
 
      Viewing Icelandic, “The Great Geyser” issue of 1938  in a collection on ‘Whiskers’ will be surprising 
but with text  ‘ if this stamp is seen turned upside-down King Neptune, complete with flowing whiskers, 
appears beside the geyser, proves its wise addition.  
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King Neptune, complete with flowing whiskers 

 
      It also applies to the last issue of independent Austria released in December 1937 before the Nazi 
invasion   on 13 March 1938 depicting a Vase of roses and Signs of the Zodiac in a theme on ‘Hitler’.  
In the design, the right hand outline of the largest rose seems to form the head, nose and moustache 
of Hitler. Ghost portrait of Hitler can also be seen in the trees featured at the left side of the vignette of 
an issue   of West German 1964 definitive series, depicting Castle Gate. 
 

      
Ghost portrait of Hitler 

 
      But the most striking example of this class may be the   set of stamps depicting castles and 
cathedrals, issued in 1939 for the German occupation of Czechoslovakia during the Second World 
War, when the Czech area was stripped away and renamed Bohemia & Moravia.  By zig-zagging the 
design and overlapping the stamps, the irregular outlines around the four vignettes are shown to make 
an outline map of the original country of Czechoslovakia. 
 

      
Outline map of Czechoslovakia 

 
      Another philatelist   Mr. J.Heijs of the Netherlands,  was surprised in an another attempt to recreate 
the Czechoslovakia border by zigzagging this time 6 stamps of this set   which in original consists of 
18 denominations with five different dates of issue, three different designers and two different 
engravers.  According to him these stamps were issued to protest the 1939 occupation by the Nazis.  



 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol III, Issue No.50/April, 2020 21 

         
Czechoslovakia border 

 
Secret of Overprint       
      Overprints for Hurricane relief, flood relief, Refugee relief etc is very well known but sometimes 
overprints are used for some hidden purposes. Ecuador’s 1902 issue with various overprints have no 
link with the ‘Fire’ theme but it fits extremely well if text added that when there was a fire in the GPO at 
Guayaquil, large quantities of stamps were stolen. To prevent their fraudulent use, the remaining stocks 
were provided with the overprint. 
 

       
Overprinted Ecuador’s 1902 issues 

 

      Stamps of Portugal with overprint ‘Assistencia’ are important in a collection on ‘Olympic Games in 
Amsterdam’ as supplement had to be paid which benefitted the Portuguese participants of the game. 
 

      
Overprint ‘Assistencia’ 

 

      From 1911 to 1945 post-free stamps were issued in Switzerland. By means of an overprint some 
of them were given a check number which had been allotted to the organization entitled to free-postage. 
If one succeeds in unfolding the secret of these overprinted numbers allotted to the organization, he 
may include this overprinted stamp in a theme by illustration only have no place for it.  

 

       
Overprinted Numbers 
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Behind a Postmark 
      Likewise few postmarks also have their hidden stories and exploration can give them place in a 
theme previously not evident. Immediately after WW II, under the scheme for remaining Nazi emblems 
from German meter mark, the Swastika and the eagle were removed with the result that an empty box 
appeared or indeed a full box if the empty space was filled with lead. These postmarks therefore can 
be used not only for the theme denoted by their slogans and illustrations but also for the WW II theme. 
 

     
Eagle removed and space filled with lead 

       
Eagle removed and space left empty 

 
      The first cancellation of the 1944 Scout Post from Warsaw   in collection on Scouting is highly 
desirable but perhaps they would make an even greater impression on the theme of Agricultural 
productions. The very first mark was, in fact, cut from half a potato and a few later ones from leather 
shoe soles. Same also applies to Early 19th. Century Fancy Cancels of the USA prepared carving 
designs in cork etc. 
 

 
The first cancellation of the 1944 Scout Post from Warsaw    

 

    
Early19th. Century Fancy Cancels of the USA 
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      Maltese cross obliteration devised to cancel first stamp of the world, Penny Black and first postal 
stationery, Mulready sheet & envelope has an important addition in any collection on Rose theme. It is 
believed to be an adoption of the Tudor Rose. Also the colour of the ink used Red to cancel the stamps 
and stationeries, matching the national flower of England, a Red Rose. 
 

       
Red Maltese cross obliteration 

 

 
Purpose of a new Philatelic element 
      Printing advertisements on postal stationeries are sometimes used to meet the expenses of printing 
or selling them to the public at a subsidised rate but few have special purpose behind it knowing which 
relates that article with a theme primarily have no visible relation other than with themes related to the 
advertisements on it. 
 
      BLP letters can be included not only for themes for which advertisements appear on them but also 
by the reason for their issue and the destination of part of the yield for collections dealing with the war 
wounded. 

 
BLP letter 

 
      By the use of such materials with appropriate text sufficient  to explain their reason of inclusion the 
exhibitor not only adds some extra dimension to his exhibit and makes the exhibit   more appealing for 
the visitor as well as for the jurors but also puts forward his philatelic knowledge about the theme 
leading to some extra points during evaluation. 
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Knowledge Bank  
 

GLOSSARY OF PHILATELIC TERMS 
 

Telegraph Cancel Special obliterations or holes denoting use on a telegraph form.  
 

Telegraph Stamps Stamps with the purpose of the prepayment of telegraph charges.  
 

Telephone Stamps Stamps issued to pay charges for telephone calls. 
 

Testing Labels Dummy stamps used for testing vending machines. 
 

Tête-bêche Pair of stamps one of which has been printed upside down in relation to the other.  
 

Thematic Collecting Stamp collecting according to subject or theme.  
 

Thermography A printing technique for obtaining a pattern in relief by heating a resinous compound adhering 
to printing ink.  
 

Thickness (of Paper) The paper on which stamps are printed varies in thickness (see Micron).  
 

Thinned A stamp which has lost its original thickness.  
 

Tied Stamps "married" to a cover by the cancellation.  
 

Timbre (French) Stamp  
 

Tin Can Mail Mail conveyed in the sea in tin cans or bottles.  
 

Tombstone Cancel Cancellation in the shape of a tombstone.  
 

Toned Paper Paper which is 'off white' especially with a brownish or buff tinge.  
 

Too Late Mark to explain reason for delay to mail, which has been posted too late to connect with the last 
despatch on that day.  
 

To Pay Labels Special designation used by the British Post Office for postage due stamps, but also used 
where Customs and handling fees were to be collected. The use of these labels ceased in Great Britain on 28 
January 2000. Amounts payable are known shown by use of a rubber stamp.  
 

Topical Collecting Term used in USA for Thematic Collecting. 
 

TOPS Tri des objects plats – the carriage of flat objects 
 

Toughra The triple sign manual signature or paraph (q.v) of the former Sultan of Turkey  
 

Tourist Publicity Stamps Stamps showing places of interest in the issuing country.  
 

TPO q.v Travelling Post Office 
 

Tracking Labels Labels with serial numbers and barcodes which enable details of any parcel or letters sent,  
for example, in the United Kingdom by the Royal Mail Special Delivery and Signed For services to be traced 
subsequent to posting.  
 

Traffic Lights Colour dots printed in the sheet margin denoting each colour printed on a stamp.  
 

Transfer In stamp production by the Perkins die and mill process designs are transferred from an intaglio  
engraved die to a roller die and from this to the printing plate.  
 

Transfer Roller In intaglio the steel roller which transfers the image from the master die to the plate using the 
"rocking in" technique.  
 

Transit Postmark A postmark applied to a cover at some point in its transmission between posting and 
delivery.  
 

Transorma A machine for sorting incoming mail for street delivery installed and used in the United Kingdom  
for mail addresses to the Brighton area 1935-1968..  
 

Transposed Subject A rare error in which a subject or image for one printing plate is inserted by mistake into 
another.  
 

Travelling Post Office (T.P.O) Mobile Post Office usually on a train but sometimes in a bus or van. Usually 
have special cancellations.  
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Treasury Competition In 1839 the British Treasury offered prizes of £200 and £100 for the best suggestions 
"as to the manner in which the projected new postage stamp might best be brought into use" Over 2,500 
entries were received and four prizes of £100 were awarded, but none of the suggestions were put into use.  
 

Treasury Essay A proposed stamp design submitted in 1839 to the competition organised by the British 
Treasury.  
 

Treasury Roulette An experimental form of separation of line engraved postage stamps of Great Britain 
showing shallow waved edges with internal cuts applied by a revolving wheel with an independent 
circumference.  
 

Treaty Ports Chinese seaports opened to European trade by the Treaty of Nanking in 1842. 
 

Trials Impressions from a die, punch, plate, stone or other printing surface to test that the design and or colour  
is correct. 
 

Triangulars Three sided stamps.  
 

Trimmed Term denoting adhesive stamps whose perforations have been clipped owing to faulty guillotining of 
booklet panes or coils.  
 

TRIPOS Traffic Recording Installations in Parcel Office Systems  
 

Triptych Group of three different stamps printed side by side in the sheet.  
 

Tudor Rose Watermark Watermark similar to an heraldic Tudor Rose.  
 

Tweezers Small metal two pronged instrument used by collectors to pick up stamps without using their finger 
tips.  
 

Two Tier Post A postal service operating at two distinct levels and offering two separate tariffs.  
 

Type A small piece of wood or metal having a character at the end used in movable printing.  
 

Typeset Stamps Stamps printed from an arrangement of printer's type assembled to make a design.  
 

Typewritten Stamps Stamps which have been produced wholly or partly by typewriting.  
 

Typographical Cancellation Cancellation applied to stamps by letterpress printing.  
 

U Boat Mail Mail carried by German Submarines during both world wars.  
 

Ultra Violet Lamp q.v Quartz Lamp  
 

Ultramer Overprint applied at Lisbon to stamps distributed by the UPU for Portuguese Colonies  

 

Unappropriated Die Die used to produce many British fiscal and revenue stamps. 
 

Uncatalogued Known to exist but not listed in any catalogue 
 

Undenominated Stamps Stamps which do not show a face value.  
 

Underprint An underprint refers to inscriptions on the back of a stamp. 
 

Undivided Back Postcard without the dividing line to separate the message section from the address.  
 

Unemployed Intellectuals Stamps Stamps issued by France between 1935 and 1940 with a premium in aid 
of the unemployed.  
 

Ungummed Stamps Postage stamps issued without gum on the back.  
 

Unhinged Stamps without any trace of a hinge mark.  
 

Uniform Fourpenny Post From 5 December 1839 to 9 January 1840 letters posted in GB were charged a 
uniform rate of 4d instead of postage calculated by distance.  
 

Uniform Penny Post Started in GB on 10 January 1840 with a basic rate of 1d per half ounce regardless of 
distance carried, discontinued in 1918.  
 

Uniform Postage A postal system whereby mail is conveyed at a flat rate irrespective of distance or any other 
factor apart from weight.  
 
 

 

 (to be continued….)   
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SPECIAL COVERS 
 

Union Territory Jammu & Kashmir formed on 31-10-2019 
 

First special cover issued on 31.10.2019 by Chief Postmaster General,  
Jammu Kashmir & Ladakh, India 

 

 
 

Cover design : Bahid Fort, Jammu – a historic fort in the city of Jammu, constructed on the banks of 
                        River Tawi by Raja Bahu Lochan around 3000 years ago. 
                         
                        Hari Parbat Fort Srinagar – built on a hill overlooking Srinagar. In Durrani era. The first     
                        fortification constructed by the Mughal Emperor Akbar in 1590 an outer wall for the fort   
                        and the present fort built in 1808 under the reign of Shuja Shah Durrani. 
 

Cancellation design : Shikara  

 

Union Territory, Ladakh 
 

Second special cover issued on 31.10.2019 by Chief Postmaster General,  
Jammu Kashmir & Ladakh, India 

 

 
Cover design : Leh palace – a former royal palace overlooking the Ladakh Himalayan town of Leh. 

 
 

  
Srinagar : 08 Jul 2019 

Kashmir Walnut 
 

Srinagar : 29 Jul 2019 
Kashmir Mallow 
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The Walnuts of Kashmir are widely known for their superior taste and quality. The Walnut trees 
belongs to the family of Juglandeae and the size is very large and its heights ranges from 50 to 75 feet.  
The delicate taste, flavour and aroma are indeed unique and delicious.  Walnut wood is highly in 
demand and furniture made from walnut wood last for years. 

  
Kashmir Mallow is a beautiful plant endemic to Kashmir.  It is a bush of fuzzy ivy shaped leaves.  A 
single funnel shaped flower blooms from mid-summer through fall in a clear pink shade.  Flowers bloom 
singly.  They are 4-8 cm across, obovate or oblong obovate. 

 

Shri Bhoini Sahib : 31 Jan 2020 
 

550TH Birth Anniversary of Satguru Nanak Dev Ji 
 

 
 

Satguru Nanak Dev Ji’s incarnation dawned in the 15th century.  He founded a single and universal 
religion devoid of superstations and ostentatious rituals.  Earning an honest living, sharing a meal, 
meditating on the name of the Lord and praying for the universal good formed the tenets of His 
teachings. 
 

200th Birth Anniversary of Satguru Hari Singh Ji 
 

 
 

Satguru Hari Singh Ji led the Namdhari Sikhs during the tumultuous time of the British occupational 
rule from year 1872-1906 and continued to spread the practice of meditation on the name of the Lord, 
recitation of the holy scriptures as well as successfully running the non-stop community kitchen. Post 
the deportation of Satguru Ram Singh Ji, Satrguru Hari Singh Ji became the communication link with 
the Tzars of Russia and continued to take forward the freedom movement.  
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Edavilangad : 20 Jan 2020 

M.E.S. Asmabi College 
 

Calicut : 24 Feb 2020 
State Sheera Samghamam 2020 

  
Dehradun : 27 Feb 2020 

Income Tax appellate Tribunal,  
Circuit Bench, Dehradun 

Allahabad : 29 Feb 2020 
Ganga Aarti - Prayagraj 

 

  
Kakkanad : 01 Mar 2020 

Kerala Books and Publications Society 
Coimbatore : 21 Mar 2020 

International Day of Forests. 
 

 
Mumbai : 29 Feb 2020 

Lion Tarachand bapa Hospital & Research Centre 
 

            Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan   
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New Issues from Other Countries 
 

JERSEY 

Celebrating the Music of Beethoven 

 
 

Date of issue 26.03.2020 
 

CROATIA 

Easter 

 

SWITZERLAND 

125 years of Swiss Football 
Association 

125 years of National Library 

 
 

Date of issue 26.03.2020 

 
 

Date of issue 26.03.2020 

 
 

Date of issue 31.03.2020 
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GREAT BRITAIN 

Romantic Poets 

 

 
Date of issue 07.04.2020 

Courtesy: Wopa+ 
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CHINA 

Fighting Against Corona Virus 

 
 

 
 

Date of issue 07.04.2020 
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New Pictorial Cancellations 
 

KOREA 
 

 

 

 

Courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer, Germany 

 

Forthcoming Issues of India 
 

Aquaculture, Boats of India 
 
 

 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin 
are based on the information obtained from reliable 
sources.  Maximum care has been taken to ensure 
the accuracy of the contents, however we give no 
guarantee on reliability or completeness of the 
information. 

 

Philatelic Links 
 

http://timbrophily.com 

www.philamart.com 

www.collectorbazar.com 

www.stampsofindia.com  

www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com   

www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com  

www.indianstampghar.com  

www.indianphilately.net 

www.exponet.info 

www.stangib.com 

www.indiapost.gov.in 

www.philamirror.info 

http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 

http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 

www.indiastudycircle.org 

www.sipa.org.in 

www.philcent.com  

www.vadophil.org 

www.indianphilatelics.com 

www.mintageworld.com 

https://dharaastamps.co.in 

www.samsshopping.com` 

www.worldwide-mint.com 

http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
 

 

   

      Articles are invited from readers with illustrations 
to be published in this bulletin.  Please send your 
write ups in MS Word only, to our email ID: 
apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   News and philatelic activities 
in your locality are also welcome.  Philatelic Clubs 
and Associations may send their brief reports on day 
to day activities. 

  

Editor 
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