
 

 

 

 

                VOL: III                   MAY 2020 ISSUE 51 

     MONTHLY E-BULLETIN OF ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. Reg No.T-614/12 
 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT 
R K Rajasekharan 

Mobile: 9447413056 
 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Dr. S Satheesh 

Mobile: 9447104460 
 

SECRETARY 
P Mohanachandran Nair 

Mobile: 9387801948 
 

JT. SECRETARY 
Sreejesh Krishnan 

Mobile: 9400423402 
 

TREASURER 
Jacob Philip 

Mobile:9446139132 
 
 

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS 
Boben J E 

Dr. V Balakrishnan Nair 
C Krishnankutty Nair 

V Sasikumar 
Col. (Retd) Gopakumar 

Hentry Smith Kumar 
Rajesh Chandran 

 
 
 

We meet every first Sunday 
At Hotel Poorna, 

Statue, Thiruvananthapuram 
At 2.30 p.m.    

    
 

 

  
 

 

                                       Penny Black - 180th Anniversary  
                                                                                                                                         (See page No.7) 
 

                         

EN
D

 O
F 

W
O

R
LD

 W
A

R
 II

 



 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol.III/Issue No.51/May, 2020 
 
 
 

2 

 



 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol.III/Issue No.51/May, 2020 
 
 
 

3 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

      For the last forty days, India has been on a lockdown, 
which is still continuing. During this period, many started 
or re-organized some hobbies of their interests.  Philately 
is one of the best hobbies which is explored by many 
people around the world.  Social media helped very much 
to organize these people and the many activities that were 
done during the lock in period.  I found some WhatsApp 
groups that were conducting various aspects of the hobby 
like daily philatelic quizzes, spot the error on the stamp 
and daily actions etc.  As social gathering was restricted 
this period, many philatelic activities such as exhibitions, 
spot auctions and club’s meetings were cancelled.  But 
some clubs were found to be conducting meetings on-line, 
using the Zoom App.   
 

      One of the best events, that I felt was very useful to 
philatelists was a series of seminars named “Philaminars 
2020” conducted by Philamart under the patronage of the 
Royal Philatelic Society London.  Eighteen speakers from 
different parts of the world participated in the seminars 
and an on-line quiz was conducted.  This Philaminars 
2020 was enjoyed by many collectors, sitting safely at 
home.  I wish to congratulate the organizers of Philamart 
and RPSL for their excellent decision to conduct such an 
event. 
 

      Hope such events will continue in future to motivate 
the philatelists. 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile:9387801948 
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Sir, 
 

      I have had the opportunity to read your April 
issue today. 
 
      Thanks a lot for all the latest information. I'm 
associated with this hobbey since last 18 years 
and now I am concentrating on Gandhian theme. 
Hope I'll find something to read soon in the future 
through your esteem journal. 
 
      With best regards, 
 

T.C.Bora, 
Nagaon HPO-782001(Assam) 

 

Sir, 
 
      Cover page really fuels the heart. I wish that 
you include an exclusive section for all the 
upcoming postmarks, stamps and covers being 
released on COVID-19. We are going to see a lot 
of them.    
 
                               Aditya Singh (MBBS Student) 

Life Member: Prayag Philatelic Society  
Lucknow  

 

Sir  

      Excellent Issue this month, with a SPL article 
on stamps on Deaf and personalities. It is a 
different kind of creative theme. Greetings to the 
Author and Editor. 

Swamiappan. 
Madurai. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dear Reader, 

 
      Your feedback is most valuable to us.  We invite your 
views, thoughts and suggestions regarding this E-bulletin.  
Please send your valued feedback  to:  
apa.tvpm@gmail.com 
 

                                                                             Editor 

 
 

mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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Indira Gandhi: Tributary Stamps Collection 

 
 

 
 
 

Ganesh Prasad 
Chowdhary  

 

      Stamp collecting is a creative hobby and gives a lot of happiness and 
satisfaction. We learn from the hobby about the countries that issued the stamps, 
its people, its scenery, its famous persons: man or woman, its animals, birds, 
fishes, butterflies, transports-air, road or water through the topical thematic 
collection and making the album, subject wise. A stamp of different countries 
shows their history, events: past and present and also their most important 
personalities that have made stamp collection exciting. 

      Stamps depicting great personalities like Indira Gandhi were released by many countries worldwide 
that include Bhutan, Bulgaria, Germany, former USSR, Russia, Argentina, Tanzania, Greece and many 
other countries in addition to our own India.        

      The stamps portraying Indira Gandhi world wide, accounts her life, her 
personality, her determination, her feelings, her insight, her thought, her love and 
her emotional entanglements. It also shares philatelic information  and depicts a 
magnificient portrait. A collector understands the most remarkable information 
about her from these stamps. They bring her to life for a collector and gives sheer 
enjoyment and knowledge. 

      Indian postal stamps depicting the portraits of Indira Gandhi are a bit unique, meaning, that those 
under the commemorative series have been remembered and collected worldwide. Other than the 
definitive stamps featuring her, the commemorative series of modern India like Indira Gandhi in the 
services of the Nation, crusader for world peace, Indira 
Gandhi-Priyadarshani that were issued in 1985 are 
philatelic treasures and  gives an unimaginable philatelic 
charm and a thrilling climax. Stamps depicting Indira 
Gandhi was recognized as having a wider and deeper 
influence than obvious and clearly indicates that she 
followed the quasi socialist policies of Industrial 
development which was initiated by her father, Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru. She also had a close relation with Soviet Union who supported India in India’s long 
conflict with Pakistan which is evident from the stamps released by USSR and Russia. Those interested 
in the research on Indira Gandhi can find that on the stamps featuring her. 

      She was associated with a very large number of welfare and cultural 
organizations and institutions. On an average she used to work 17 to 18 hours a 
day. Her work provided her the source of recreation and relaxation. Smt. Indira 
Gandhi was fond of nature. She founded World Wild Life Fund-India, a charitable 
organization and under her guidance a large number of its sponsored stamps were 
issued emphasizing the need of an urgent conservation of wildlife and nature.  



 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol.III/Issue No.51/May, 2020 
 
 
 

5 

      She took active interest in all ecological preservation efforts. And also, a number of bold steps like 
abolition of privy purses and nationalization of banks. She loved the poor 
and the downtrodden and also the disabled. She launched the twenty-point 
programme for the removal of poverty, and for the all-round progress of the 
nation. On an International front, India got a place of rare honour and respect 
at all forums. Indira Gandhi`s life spanned over two-third of the 20th century, 
up-to the time of her brutal assassination on 31st October 1984. She 
established herself as the most significant and most important political 
leader of India. 

      Indira Gandhi was born on 19th November 1917 at Allahabad 
Jawaharlal Nehru, the father and Kamala Nehru, the mother. She was 
educated at the Vishwa Bharati University and Oxford University. She 
married Feroze Gandhi, a Parsi and a congressman in 1942. Young 
Indira, in her early childhood was involved in the struggle for freedom and 
founded the Bal Charkha Sangh, and the Vanar-Sena of Children during 
the Non- Cooperation Movement in 1930. She enrolled herself in 
congress as its member in 1955 and was made President of the 
Congress Party in 1959.  

      She became the Prime Minister of India in January 1966 and again continued to lead the country 
through various challenges and trying situations up to March 1977 when in an election she was 
defeated. She became the most unpopular leader, when she assumed unpopular emergency powers 
and imprisoned her opponent. 

      She provided a 
dynamic leadership to this 
country of over 700 million 
people having various 
religions, languages and 
customs. 

 

 

      In December 1971, during a secessionist conflict with Pakistan, she went to war 
and under her dynamic 
confidence and guidance the 
Indian armed forces achieved 
a swift and decisive victory 
over Pakistan that created a 
new Nation Bangladesh which 
increased Indian influence 
throughout the world. She derived inspiration 
from her father Nehru’s ideals and strength 
from Sardar Patel. She was awarded the 
Bharat Ratna in 1972. 

      She was killed on 30th October 1984 by bullets fired by two of her Sikh bodyguards in revenge for 
the blue star on the Golden temple by the army in June 1984 which caused deaths of more than 450 
Sikhs. 
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      After her death a 50 paisa Photogravure, multicolour philatelic diagonal commemorative stamp 
designed by Charanjit Lal and the first day cover prepared by Badar Makhmoor were released 
portraying her. The cancellation design was made by Alka Sharma in 1984.This special stamp was the 
most popular among collectors of all age groups. This important stamp is a part of my collection and is 
under the rare category. 

 
(Shri. Ganesh Prasad Chowdhary is a Retd. Postmaster, and also a stamp collector.  He published many articles on philately 
in different philatelic magazines.  He may be contacted at Address: Bajra Bariatu Hehal Ranchi 834005.   
Email: chdhrygp@gmail.com) 
 
 
 

 

mailto:chdhrygp@gmail.com
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Rohit Mittal 

 
 

Brief Story  
 
      The world was introduced to its first adhesive postage stamp Penny Black on 1st May 1840. It was 
released for commercial use five days later on 6th May 1840. The profile on the stamp is that of Queen 
Victoria. It is undoubtedly the most famous and sought-after piece of philatelic history. 
 
      Sir Rowland Hill and his colleague Sir Henry Cole were given a contract of two years to validate 
their new ideas and successfully implement them into the postal system. They ran a competition to 
design the new stamps. 
 
      A total of 2600 entries came in but none of them was successful. Alternatively, Sir Cole came up 
with a rough design having a profile of Princess Victoria when she was fifteen years old. The inspiration 
came from a City Medal. It is a coin that was designed in commemoration of the Queen’s visit in 1837 
to Guildhall. The profile remained on the stamps till her death in 1901. 

 

http://timbrophily.com/ten-surprising-reasons-to-be-a-philately-enthusiast/
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      Letters weighing up to half an ounce (14g) could be delivered, irrespective of the distance for a flat 
rate of one penny. Unfortunately, it remained in circulation only for a year, as it was revealed that it is 
possible to remove the red ink used for cancellation and can be easily reused. Hence the treasury 
switched to 2d Penny Red and black ink for cancellation. Another variant in blue two penny was issued 
on 8th May 1840. It was to carry one ounce (28g). 
 
      It contributed to an increase in the postal traffic from 75 million to 410 million in the decade 
of its introduction. 
 

 

 
 
 

Design 
 
      The stamp is in a combination of black and white colours. 20×24 mm as dimensions. At the top of 
the letters “POSTAGE” is inscribed so as to distinguish it from a revenue stamp. At the bottom “ONE 
PENNY” is mentioned which indicates the prepaid amount of the postage. In the background of the 
portrait finely engraved geometric patterns termed as “Engine Turnings” are to be seen.  

      At the top left and top right corners “Maltese Crosses” having radiant solar discs at their center are 
printed. The letters imprinted at the lower left and lower right indicate the position of the stamp in the 
printing sheet as explained later. These sheets were printed by Perkins Bacon having a total of 240 
stamps spread across 12 columns x 20 rows. 
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Printing 
 
      The stamp was printed using engraved steel plates and line engraved printing methods. Each 
stamp had a small crown watermarked embossed at the back to prevent forgery. The sheet on which 
these stamps were printed were imperforate or unperforated. Scissors were used to carefully cut the 
stamp for sale. The plates had letter combinations initiating with AA from the top left corner and ending 
with TL at the bottom right corner as shown below. 
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The Jacob Perkins’ Press Used For Printing The Penny Black and 2d Blue 

 
      A total of twelve plates was used to print these stamp sheets. Due to excessive demand, they 
started to wear out. Plates number 1a and 1b were the most exhausted and were extensively 
renovated. The British Postal Museum in London is the only known owner of a complete sheet 
of Penny Blacks 
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Circulation 
 
      A total of 286,700 sheets were printed which contained 68,808,000 were published. An estimated 
1.3 million still exist within the collector fraternity. It can be ascertained from the table below that 
the stamps printed using plate 11 are rare and are actually worth a fortune. This plate was 
supposed to be used to print the Penny Reds, but the ink was not ready, so the black ink was used to 
print the 700 sheets. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

VR Official 
 
      It was variant of the Penny Black and was confined for use only by the official government 
departments. The difference was that the Maltese Crosses at the top were replaced by the letters V 
and R respectively. However, the idea of using it was abandoned and hence it was discontinued. On 
25th January 1843, nearly all of the sheets barring twenty-one were destroyed. No wonder its 
possession became a rare find and prized possession. In 2015 a block of four was sold for £31,860, 
a pair for £17,100 and a single one sold for £5,800. 
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Infographic 

 
 

 

Conclusion  
 
      There are no doubts that this wonderful piece of postal history and innovation is considered as a 
British Cultural Icon and its design features in the innovations section of British inventions. In 2015 
Google celebrated the 175th anniversary of the first postage stamp by dedicating a Penny Black Google 
Doodle. With this “Ultimate Guide to Penny Black” comes to an end and I hope I have been able to 
deliver justice with this post. 
 
(Rohit Mittal is a Technology enthusiast and a Self-Taught techie. He is a father to a fifteen-year-old budding philatelist 

following the footsteps of his father. An Avid traveler (Traveled across 21 countries and half of India), a Business 

professional (Well conversant with Asian/American and European Business Cultures), and a voracious reader. He rekindled 

his childhood passion for philately after forty years and loves to collect European Pre 1960s MNH OG stamps majorly from 

France,  He can also be reached via social media: https://www.linkedin.com/in/mittalr/   https://twitter.com/TimbrophilyLLC  

https://www.facebook.com/timbrophilyllc/ ) 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/mittalr/
https://twitter.com/TimbrophilyLLC
https://www.facebook.com/timbrophilyllc/
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News in Brief 
 

METER CANCELLATION ON THE THEME COVID-19 

 

      The Coimbatore Posal Division released a special meter cancellation on the theme of COVID-19 
to create awareness among public regarding need to use mask. The cancellation was released by Smt. 
Sheuli Burman, PMG, Western Region on 28 April, 2020 the Internaonal Day for Safety and Health at 
Work. 
 

    
 

 
 
 

A PHILATELIST’S DEDICATION IN LOCKDOWN PERIOD 

 
      Mr. Joseph Sarob D’coutho a well known philatelist, numismatist and 
dealer from Kochi, Kerala is doing an excellent job by conducting daily 
philatelic quiz in 16 WhatsApp groups from 26 March 2020.  He has 
membership with different philatelic and numismatics clubs including our 
Ananthapuri Philatelic Association.   
 
      One or two questions from philately and numismatics is asking on 
alternate days and small prizes are offered by him for the person who give 
first correct answers.  The questions are posted between 9 to 10 am and 
the winners are declared at 9 pm daily. 
 
      The philatelic community of Kerala appreciate the dedication of Mr. D’coutho in the endeavour of 
conducting the quiz during this lock down period. 
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NEXT MEETING OF RPSL ON 7 MAY 2020 

 

      The Royal Philatelic Society London (RPSL) conducted a zoom meeting on 23rd 
April, 2020.  But due to the unforeseen issue, the number of prticipants was restricted 
to 100.  This has been rectified by the organizers by taking licence to participate 500 
people in the next zoom meeting which will be held on 7th May, 2020 at 13.00 GMT.  
The event is open to RPSL Members and Fellows.  The recorded event will be made 
available on the RPSL website later. 

 

 

 

INDIAN WINNER AT NEW ZEALAND 2020 

 

      Mr. Madhukar Deogawankar noted philatelist of Kolkata 
known for his specialized collection on Indian Stamp Booklets has 
won a Large Vermeil Medal at Stamp Exhibition NZ2020 held at 
New Zealand from 19th to 22 March 2020, for his book “Indian 
Stamp Booklets” under literature class. 
 
      Congratulations Mr. Madhukarji. 

 

Courtesy: Rainbow Stamp Club 

 
PCI REGIONAL MEETING AND GC MEETING POSTPONED 

 

      In view of the lockdown and strict travel advisories declared by Government due to 
Corona Virus threat, the Regional and General Council Meeting scheduled for 5th April, 
2020 at New Delhi has been postponed. The new date will be advised to members, once 
the situation normalises. 

 

 

 
FUNDS RAISED FOR DISTRESSED IN LOCKDOWN THROUGH STAMP AUCTION 

 

      The Eastern India Philatelic Association, Bhuvaneswar, conducted an online auction of philatelic 
materials as a fund raiser for helping the distressed during the Covid19 lockdown crisis.  The members 
of the Association contributed materials which were put on auction and the amount raised will be used 
to provide rations for day wagers severely affected by the lockdown. 

 

Courtesy: Statesman 

 

 

FIRST VIRTUAL ISC DISPLAY ZOOM MEETING 

 

      The India Study Circle For Philately is organising a series of 4 Fortnightly Virtual Zoom Display 
Meetings.  The first of it will be on 9th May 2020 at 8.00 pm to 10.00 pm IST. The details of the sessions 
on 9 May 2020 is as under: 
 
1. “Steam Comes to India: the 1830s”  by Max Smith – Time: 08.05 to 8.45 pm IST 
2. “The 1932 Karachi-Madras flight of Tata Sons” by Piyush Khaitan – Time: 8.45 to 9.20 pm IST 
3. “Postal History of Nawanagar” by Srinivas Prava – Time: 9.20 to 10.00 pm IST 
 
      There will be only 100 seats in the first meeting to participate. 
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 Where Silence is the Sound (Part Two) 

 
 

 
 

Dr. Sajikumar J 
 

      Samuel Morse (1791-1872) inventor of the 
telegraph was married 
with a deaf-mute, Sarah 
Griswold. In 1857 he 
founded the Institution for 
the Deaf and Dumb and 
Blind which later became 
Gallaudet University.  
 
Alexander Graham Bell. The telephone, and other 
Bell innovations like the microphone, reportedly was 
developed in part to assist people with hearing loss. 

Bell taught deaf 
students at 
schools for the 
deaf, Boston 
School for Deaf 
Mutes, London 
& at the 

American 
Asylum for the Deaf. He married a deaf woman, a 
former speech pupil, Mabel Hubbard.  
 
Adam Politzer (1835- 1920) one of the pioneers and 
founders of otology. He 
revolutionized the clinical 
diagnosis of aural diseases 
by the inspection of the 
tympanic membrane. 
Politzer was a prolific 
inventor of new medical 
devices for the diagnosis 
and treatment of ear 
diseases. He developed 
several surgical 
instruments that bear his 
name. 

 

Sign language 

 

A sign language is a language 
which, instead of sound 
patterns, uses visually 
transmitted sign patterns to 
convey meaning, 
simultaneously combining 
hand shapes, orientation and 
movement of the hands, arms 
or body, and facial 

expressions to fluidly express a speaker's thoughts.  

 
 

Wherever communities of deaf people exist, sign 
languages develop. Their complex spatial grammars 
are markedly different from that of spoken languages. 
Hundreds of sign languages are in use around the 

world and are at the cores of local deaf cultures. 

 
Deaf sign languages are independent of oral 
languages and follow their own paths of development. 
For example, British Sign Language and American 
Sign Language are quite different and  

 

 

mutually unintelligible, even though the hearing 
people of Britain and America share the same oral 
language. 
 
Selection of stamps showing the American Sign 
Language for ‘I Love You’. The heart shaped Korean 
stamp also exudes a scent of roses! 
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Manual alphabet augments the vocabulary of Sign 
Language when spelling individual letters of a word is 
the preferred or the only option, such as with proper 

names or the titles of works. (1)The D of the manual 
alphabet in the Denmark stamp represents both the 
initial of the word ‘Deaf” and the word ‘Denmark’.(2) 
Malaysian stamp showing the manual  

 
 

alphabet.(3) Stamp from Isle of Man  and in the 
background, the English manual alphabet. 
 

 
 

Stamp from Great Britain depicting the spelling of the 
word "deaf” in English manual alphabet.  Polish stamp 
issued to commemorate the Fifth Congress of the 
World Federation of the Deaf, held in Warsaw in 
August 1967. The signs 5, K and O "Kongres 
Gluchych 5" (Fifth Congress of the Deaf) are in the 
manual alphabet of Polish. 

 

 
 

The German stamp commemorates the founding in 
1778 of “Institution for people with speech disorders" 
by Samuel Heinicke. Auditory stimulation device and 
articulation of its "L ", accompanied by first three 

letters of the manual alphabet are seen. The stamp 
from Barbuda depicts the accronym IYDP, 
International Year of Disabled Persons, in manual 

alphabet in English and Braille. The palms closed 
around one’s ears is the sign language to denote 
deafness. 

 

Audiometry 
Audiometry is 
the technique 
to identify and 
quantitatively 
determine the 
degree of 
hearing loss 
of a person by 
measuring the 
hearing 
sensitivity, so that suitable medical treatment or one 
of the appropriate hearing aids and assistive devices 
can be prescribed. 
 
Hearing Aids 
A hearing aid is an electroacoustic device that 
typically fits in the wearer's ear, and is designed to 
amplify and modulate sound for the wearer. There are 
many types of hearing aids which vary in size, power 
and circuitry.  
 

 
 

Auditory Stimulation 

 

Auditory stimulation is the use of 
focused sounds to produce an effect 
on the nervous system. This 
stimulation can be used as a sensory 
therapy in people with partial 
deafness. These stamps show 
auditory stimulation with 
headphones, education to the 
perception of his own voice of deaf 
children. 
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Centenary of the Institution of Worcester for the deaf 
and blind. "EFFATA," which appears on the stamp, is 
both the word spoken by Christ in the healing of the 
deaf-mute, and the motto of the institution. Deaf child 
with a portable unit with a 
locked collar and belt, with 
stereo headphones. He 
pronounces a vowel. 
 
A cochlear implant (CI) is a 
surgically implanted electronic 
device that provides a sense of 
sound to a person who is 
profoundly deaf or severely 
hard of hearing. The cochlear 
implant is often referred to as 
a bionic ear. 
 
Speech Therapy 

A speech therapist helps the 
partially deaf child to improve 
speech and language.  Speech 
therapist can show the children 
how to listen and understand 
when people talk. This helps 
them to connect with the 
speaking world around.  
 
 

Hearing dogs 
Popular in the United States and Canada, hearing 
dogs for deaf people are educated to respond to all 
household noises like telephone ringing, doorbell, 
crying baby etc, as well as alarms like intrusion, fire, 
etc. The dog for the deaf must be able to act on its 
own initiative, without waiting for orders.  

 

 
 
The International Week of the Deaf (IWD) is 
observed annually during the last full week of 
September. The purpose of IWD is to draw the 
attention of authorities and the public to the 
achievements and concerns of the Deaf community.  

During this week, organisations of Deaf people 
worldwide are encouraged to carry out information 
campaigns about their work, and to publicise their 
demands and requests. 

 
 

 

 
The goal of the rehabilitation of the hearing impaired 
is to improve the employment and independent living 
status of deaf and hard-of-hearing people. The last 

stamps show hands eoking the sign "The integration  
of  deaf people in society”. 

 
(Dr. Sajikumar J is a Consultant Paediatrician at 
Parabrahma Speciality Hospital, Oachira, Kerala.  He 
is also a philatelist and had won many awards for his 
exhibits.  He is a columnist in Themenews, a thematic 
philately magazine from South Africa and has 
contributed many articles on Medical Philately in the 
Kerala Medical Journal. He may also be contacted at 
Mobile: 9847266807 and email: drsaji@gmail.com) 
 
 

 
 

OBITUARY 

  
 

Dr. Ranjit Singh Gandhi 
 

Well known philatelist 
expired on  
10.4.2020 

 

Prof. Sankaran Nair 

 

Senior most philatelist 
from Thiruvananthapuram 

expired on 09.04.2020 
 

Our heartfelt condolences 
 

 
 

mailto:drsaji@gmail.com
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Mohanachandran Nair 

 
      Philamart, an online philatelic market place organized a series of webinars made available 
worldwide named PHILAMINARS 2020 with the patronage of the Royal Philatelic Society London 
(RPSL).  The presentations were conducted in three stages between 4th and 30th April 2020.   
 
      The first series of six presentations from 4th to 9th April started with the “Danish Settlements in India” 
by Shri. Markand Dave FRPSL, followed by “Airship & Catapult Mail – The India connection” by Shri. 
Piyush Khaitan, “Social Philately – Cawnpore” by Shri. Aditya Asthana, “Early Indian Philatelists and 
Dealers” by Shri. Abhishek Bhuwalka, “British India Postal Stationery Envelopes” by Shri. Pratisad 
Neurgaonkar and the last was “Queen Victoria Envelope – EN10” by Shri. Virendra Sharma.  The timing 
of these series was 6 pm IST.  The maximum participants allowed to this series were 100 people, and 
it was full on almost all days. 
 

 
     

      

      
 

The speakers 

 
      From the second series onwards, the organizers increased the capacity of participants to 300 due 
to the overwhelming response from the public. The timing was also changed to 6.30 pm IST. The 
second series started on 10th April with “Early Postal History of the French Settlements in India” by Mr. 
Eric Scherer followed by “Exhibiting Postal Stationery” by Mr. Sandeep Jaiswal, “Sir Rowland Hill’s 
Postal Reform & Penny Black” by Jack Zhang, FRPSL, “Essays, Specimens & Reprints of the first 
issues of India” by Mr. Deepak Jaiswal, “The Precursors of Aerogram” by Mr. Madhukar Jhingan and 
“Thematic Philately” by Mr. Peter Suhadolc FRPSL.   
 
      The third series started on 24th April with “Traditional Philately” by Mr. Peter McCann, RDP, FRPSL 
followed by “Thematic Philately” by Mr. Jonas Halstrom, RDP, FRPSL.  On 27th April the presentation 
was on “Postal Stationery” by Mr. Lars Engelbrecht, RDP, FRPSL, followed by “Postal History” by Mr. 
James Mazepa RDP, FRPSL, “RPSL Expert Committee” by Mr. Christ Harman RDP Hon, FRPSL.  The 
last presentation was on 30th April by Mr. Chris King, RDP Hon. FRPSL on the subject “History of 
RPSL”.  The number of participants in the last two series went up to 250 on a few days. 

 



 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol III, Issue No.51/May, 2020 19 

 
 

Smiling faces during question and answer session 

 

      In the third series an online quiz on philately was conducted on 26th April, 2020 by 
Colonel Vembu Shankar, Shaurya Chakra, Indian Army.  About 15 questions were 
asked and 30 seconds were allowed to answer it.  After the time schedule for 
answering, the quiz master gave the correct answer.  The winners were offered prizes 
by the organizers.  On 28th April 2020, Mr. Graham Beck, the famous producer of 
philatelic videos on YouTube appeared as a special guest and interacted with the 
viewers. 
 
      At the end of each session, viewers were given time to ask questions and answers.  All 
presentations and the quiz programme were enjoyed very much by the philatelists. 
 
      The manpower behind these webinars were Mr. Pratisad Neurgaonkar from Philamart, and the 
Indian representatives of the Royal Philatelic Society London: Mr. Markand Dave FRPSL, Mr. Ramu 
FRPSL, Mr. Kapil Gogri FRPSL and Mr. Naveen. Hearty Congratulations and a sincere appreciation to 
the organizers for this excellent series of presentations, promoting philately. 
 
 
 

 

ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION 

Thiruvananthapuram 
(Affiliated to Philatelic Congress of India) 

 

Membership Information 
 

       Life Membership Rs.1500-00                       Annual Membership Rs.250-00 
 

Juniors (below 18 yrs) Rs.750-00                      Juniors (below 18 yrs)  Rs.125-00  
 

Admission Fee Rs.50-00 
For details contact: 09387801948 

Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 
 

 

Quiz Master 

mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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Knowledge Bank  
 

GLOSSARY OF PHILATELIC TERMS 
 

Unissued Stamps: Stamps which have been prepared for issue but for some reason have not been issued for 
postal use.  
 

Universal Colours Colours adopted by members of the UPU for stamps prepaying three classes of postal 
service: green basic foreign printed matter, red internal postcards, blue internal single rate letters. The use of 
these colours was ignored by many countries and abandoned by the UPU in 1953  
 

Universal Postal Union (U.P.U.) International organisation with its headquarters in Berne which is responsible 
for co-ordinating international mail.  
 

Unlisted A stamp which does not appear in a stamp catalogue.  
 

Unmounted Mint Stamps in perfect condition as issued from the Post office.  
 

Unofficial stamps Stamps issued by bus, airline and shipping companies to prepay charges on their parcels 
and packets.  
 

Unpaid Letter Stamps q.v Postage Due  
 

Unused Stamp Stamp with no postal cancellation but has no gum.  
 

UPU Universal Postal Union (q.v)  
 

Used Abroad Stamp used outside its country of origin.  
 

Used Fiscally Postage stamps inscribed postage & revenue used for the payment of revenue charges.  

 

Used on Cover Stamps postmarked and preserved on the original cover.  
 

Used on Piece A stamp retained on a portion of the original cover.  
 

Used Stamp Stamp that has been used postally and bears at least part of a postmark  
 

US Postmasters' Provisionals Issued in a number of US cities between 1845 when uniform postal rates were 
established by Congress and 1847 when US postage stamps were first issued.  
 

UV Lamp An ultraviolet lamp used to detect postmarks which have been removed from stamps  
 

V Mail A form of Airgraph (q.v) used by the US Forces during WW2.  
 

Value Tablet The panel on a stamp carrying the declared monetary value.  
 

Variety Any deviation from the normal e.g. errors of colour, design, perforation and watermark.   
 

Varnish Lines Bars of varnish applied across the face of stamps.  
 

VCS Video coding system  
 

Vending Machine Booklet Booklet of stamps prepared to be sold by a vending machine.  
 

Vending Machine Stamps Stamps produced for use in stamp vending machines.  
 

Vertical Pair Imperforate Between A pair of stamps that is fully perforated at the top, sides and bottom but has 
no perforation between the two.  
 

Victory Stamps Stamps commemorating victory after major wars.  
 

Vignette Term used to describe the central feature of a stamp design: also applied to a pictorial advertising  
label of no postal validity.  
 

V.R. Victoria Regina - Queen Victoria  
 

V.R.I. (Victoria Regina Imperatrix) Overprint applied from 1900 to stamps issued in Orange free State under 
British occupation.  
 

Walksort Service offered by Royal Mail where bulk posting are sorted by the sender into the Postman's walks .  
 

Wallpaper Slang for stamps that have little or no value.  
 

WAND Worldwide Advanced Network Distribution  
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Wants List Collectors list of wanted stamps that are sent to Dealers.  
 

War Stamps Stamps produced in wartime either for propaganda or for use in conquered territories or to raise 
funds for the prosecution of a war.  
 

War Tax Stamps Stamps issued to raise money in wartime.  
 

Waterlow Paper A thick soft paper supplied by Waterlow & Sons.  
 

Watermark A design, device or pattern usually of wire or metal called Bits (q.v) impressed into paper during 
manufacture. The purpose is largely for protection against duplication of the paper. The watermarks are 
numerous in size and design and can be detected by placing in a special watermark detector. (q.v Dandy Roll)  
 

Watermark Bits The designs in metal attached to the frame or dandy roll (q.v) for producing watermarks in the 
paper.  
 

Watermark Detector Device to aid the identification of watermarks.  
 

Watermark Error Stamps may be found with part or all of the watermark missing or the incorrect watermark  
for that issue.  
 

Watermark Inverted When a sheet of paper has been fed through the press the right side to the plate, but 
upside down. It is inverted in relation to the design on the face.  
 

Watermark Reversed Term used when a sheet of paper has been fed through the press the wrong side to the 
printing surface.  
 

Watermark Sideways The printing of stamps for sale in rolls needs a different arrangement of the printing 
materials in relation to the paper with the result that the stamps are printed sideways to the paper and the 
watermark reads vertically instead of horizontally across the stamps.  
 

Way Letters Letters collected by a postman and delivered by him on his round without necessarily going through 
a Post Office.  
 

Weigh & Pay machine  
 

Wet Printing Printing on paper that has been moistened to make it more resilient and receptive to printer's ink.  
Stamps from such sheets vary in size from dry printings owing to shrinkage on drying.  
 

White Backs Collector's term for certain British Commonwealth stamps printed on paper coloured yellow or 
green on the printing surface but left uncoloured on the other side.  
 

Wildings Collectors term for the British definitive series of 1952-67 on account of the Queen's portrait by Dorothy 
Wilding.  
 

Winchester Paper A type of security paper with a surface tinted grey blue pattern to prevent re-use and forgery.  
 

Window Booklet An early form of retail booklet introduced by Royal Mail in 1987 with the cover having a small 
window on the upper right side through which the stamps could be seen.  
 

Wing Margin Very wide margin found on stamps printed in pane formation and perforated with only one central 
vertical line in the inter pane gutters.  
 

Woodblock Stamp printed directly from an engraving on wood.  
 

Working Stone term applied by printers to denote the completed lithographic stone from which the sheets of  
stamps are printed.  
 

Worn Impression q.v Worn Plate  
 

Worn Plate A printing plate which through constant usage is showing extensive signs of wear,  
 

Wove Paper Paper having in its texture the plain mesh of a fine wire gauze sieve or mould.  
 

Wrapper Any sheet of paper enclosing a letter or newspaper.  
 

Wreck Cover An item of mail salvaged from a shipwreck. q.v Crash Mail  
 

X List List kept at every British Post Office (1886-1915) on which was entered the details of all parcels which 
were carried by rail, in order that payment may be made to the Railway Company.  
 

Xeroxed Stamps Stamps produced by a photocopying machine.  
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Xylography The art of engraving on wood.  
 

Yacht Key Type Designs used for stamps of the German Colonies between 1900 and 1914. 
 

Year Book/Pack A book or pack issued by various countries which contain all the commemorative and special 
issue stamps made in the country during the designated year with background information.  
 

Zemstvo Posts The name given to the services organised by the zemstvos, units of local Government in rural 
Russia.  
 

Zeppelin Post Airmail services operated in connection with the flights of German Airships. 
 

Z-Grill The rarest of a series of different embossing security devices used in USA between 1867 and 1870.  
 

Zig Zag Roulette Form of separation which produces sharp pointed projections at the edges of stamps.  

 

Zincography Printing from Zinc Plates.  
 

Zip Code Postcode used in USA the name derived from Zone Improvement Plan.  
 
 
 
 

 

Little Known Facts                                                               
By Dr.Satyendra Kumar Agrawal 

 

AN OPTICAL ILLUSION  
       

      The philatelic bureau of Switzerland has successfully tried their fantastic idea to get new designs for their 

stamps created by popular entertainers like actors, musicians, singers, etc. who are not outspoken painters, but 

also those who have developed talents to draw and to paint. This idea gave birth to an amazing issue of 2012 

based on a painting by musician Stephan Eicher who painted a colourful Map of Africa, which when held up-

side down looked very much similar to Matterhorn-the most photographed mountain top of the world, famous 

for its characteristic shape. 
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SPECIAL COVERS 

 

  
CHOKKABALAPUR : 26 Jan 2019 

Gummanayakanpalya Fort 
BHUBANESHWAR : 11 Feb 2019 

Institute of Life Sciences 
 

  
ALLAHABAD : 04 Jun 2019 

Indian Press 
HYDERABAD : 06 Sep 2019 

150 yrs of first postage stamp of Hyderabad State 
 

  
MUMBAI : 11 Sep 2019 

Bandra Gymkhana 
VARANASI : 12 Sep 2019 

Kashi Gomti Samyut Gramin Bank 
 

  
MUMBAI :  28 Sep 2019 

Inauguration of Aircraft Carrier Dock 
RAIPUR : 04 Nov 2019 

Freedom Fighter Mohan Lal Bakliwal 
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KARANJA : 08 Nov 2019 
Naval Armament Depot 

VARNASI :  15 Nov 2019 
W H Smith Memorial School 

 

  
BHUBANESHWAR : 03 Dec 2019 
Rama Devi Women’s University 

ALLAHABAD : 16 Nov 2019 
St Joseph’s College 

 

  
ANJUKA : 20 Nov 2019 

150th Birth Anniversary of Fr. Agnelo 
PANAJI : 20 Nov 2019 

International Film Festival of India 
 

  
ALLAHABAD : 22 Nov 2019 
Boys’ High School & College 

AHMEDABAD : 22 Nov 2019 
Zydus 
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LUCKNOW : 23 Nov 2019 
La Maritinere Girls’ College 

PANAJI : 23 Nov 2019 
Don Bosco Higher Secondary School 

 

  
PILANI : 25 Nov 2019 

Vidya Niketan Birla Public School 
MUMBAI : 28 Nov 2019 

Gateway to Energy Security 
 

  
PURI : 06 Dec 2019 

Mahanadi Coal Fields Limited 
VIRAR : 08 Dec 2019 

Vasai – Virar Mayor’s Marathon 
 

  
RAIPUR : 09 Dec 2019 

Aakanksha 
MUMBAI : 15 Oct 2019 

Single use plastic free India 
 
 
 
 



 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol III, Issue No.50/April 2020 
 
26 

  
RAIPUR : 27 Dec 2019 

National Tribal Dance Festival 
BHUBANESHWAR : 29 Dec 2019 

Bakshi Jagabandhu 
 

  
NAGPUR : 01 Jan 2020 

All India Oriental Conference 
JAMSHEDPUR : 04 Jan 2020 
Sacred Heart Convent School 

 

  
KANPUR : 25 Jan2020 

Indian Institute of Technology 
CHENNAI : 28 Jan 2020 
Indian Red Cross Society 

 

  
CHENNAI : 12 Feb 2020 

First Festival of Philatelic Clubs in Chennai 
LONAVALE  :  13 Feb 2020 

Indian Navy 
 

 



 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol III, Issue No.50/April, 2020 
 

27 

  
LUCKNOW : 22 Feb 2020 
Lal Bagh Methodist Church 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM : 23 Jan 2020 
Aardram 

 

  
BARMAN : 18 Dec 2019 

Mahatma Gandhi’s Visit of Barman Ghat 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM : 16  Nov 2019 

South Kerala Diocese 
 

  
NIRANAM : 21 Dec 2019 

St. Mary’s Orthodox 
AYROOR  : 06 Jan 2020 

International  Kathakali Fest 2020 
 

 
K G CAMP : 21 Apr 2020 
CORONA WARRIORS 

 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan   



 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol III, Issue No.50/April 2020 
 
28 

NEW PICTURE POST CARDS ON 
CORONA WARRIORS 

 

      Coimbatore Postal Division released a special set of 
four uncancelled postcards titled WE SALUTE THE 
CORONA WARRIORS on 24.04.2020.  The pack was 
released by Smt. Sheuli Burman, PMG, Western 
Region. The postcards are available in two varieties as 
plain and with cancellation. They have a pre-printed 
message available in 4 themes. The unique cancellation 
is red in colour promoting social distancing.  All those 
who want to express their gratitude to the CORONA 
WARRIORS may utilise them by writing the names in the 
space provided. The cost of the uncancelled set is 
Rs.60/- 

 
Releasing Function 

  
Corona Warriors 

  
Say No To Covid-19 Stay Home Stay Safe 

  
Back View The cancellation 
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New Issues from Other Countries 
 

COVID19 – New Stamps 
 

ISLE OF MAN 

 
 

TURKEY 
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INDONESIA 
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New Pictorial Cancellations 
 

CROATIA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer, 
 Germany 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Forthcoming Issues of India 
 

Aquaculture, Boats of India 
 
 

 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin 
are based on the information obtained from reliable 
sources.  Maximum care has been taken to ensure 
the accuracy of the contents, however we give no 
guarantee on reliability or completeness of the 
information. 

 

Philatelic Links 
 

http://timbrophily.com 

www.philamart.com 

www.collectorbazar.com 

www.stampsofindia.com  

www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com   

www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com  

www.indianstampghar.com  

www.indianphilately.net 

www.exponet.info 

www.stangib.com 

www.indiapost.gov.in 

www.philamirror.info 

http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 

http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 

www.indiastudycircle.org 

www.sipa.org.in 

www.philcent.com  

www.vadophil.org 

www.indianphilatelics.com 

www.mintageworld.com 

https://dharaastamps.co.in 

www.samsshopping.com` 

www.worldwide-mint.com 

http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
 

   

      Articles are invited from readers with illustrations 
to be published in this bulletin.  Please send your 
write ups in MS Word only, to our email ID: 
apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   News and philatelic activities 
in your locality are also welcome.  Philatelic Clubs 
and Associations may send their brief reports on day 
to day activities. 

  

Editor 
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