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Dear Friends, 
 
      Hope you all are fine at home with your family. 
We are passing through a challenging period in our 
life time and with the help of our Governments and 
with the wholehearted support of our fellow 
citizens including us we were able to contain the 
damages to a greater extent. Our responsibility is 
still continuing till the dreadful virus is completely 
eradicated from the universe which will take some 
more time. Till such time we have to observe 
certain restrictions in our lifestyle. 
       
      Things have changed dramatically with some 
exhibitions cancelled/postponed and some 
uncertainty over regular events.  Even though this 
situation continues most of the clubs have done 
well in promoting philately using social media.  We 
included some news and reports regarding this in 
this issue. 
 
      Let us wait for some more days to flourish our 
hobby, till then stay at home safely and explore it. 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile:9387801948 
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Dear Mr. Mohanachandran Nair, 
  
      Thank you for the very interesting issue of the 
Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin. I look forward to these, 
and learn a lot…… 
 

      Sincerely, 
Piyush Khaitan 

NeoGrowth Credit Pvt Ltd 
Mumbai 400013 

 
The board, staff and associated members of this 
excellent magazine. 
 

      To get this every time when the new issue out is a 
blessing. Great news. As an Norwegian, collecting 
India, it is a must to get as much info I can get. I collect 
Red Cross of India, Mahatma Gandhi, which I have 
exhibited in Pune, and for many years travelled in India 
followed in Gandhiji’s footsteps, been able to talk to 
people who actually walked with the great soul. So 
again thank you for a great magazine. 
 

      Best regards,  
Ole-Fredrik Olsen. 

indianaolsen@hotmail.com 

 
Dear Friend, 
 

      I am aged 80.  I find it difficult to keep pace with 
your highly informative bulletin.  But, it certainly is a 
treasure trove for all philatelists.  I suggest you bring 
out an Annual issue which may report concisely all 
outstanding philatelic events throughout the year. 
 

Deepak Narain. 
deepak.narain@hotmail.com 

 
(Will consider Sir.     –   Editor) 

 
The Editor, 
 

      Thanks for sending May 2020 issue of Anantpuri 
Stamp Bulletin. As usual the issue is beautifully 
presented and worth preserving. I would like to 
specially appreciate two articles "The ultimate guide to 
Penny Black first postage stamp" and "Where silence 
is the sound".  
 

      Thanks & regards, 
 

Sudhir Jain 
Secretary, Central India Philatelic Society,  

Satna. 
 

Contd…. 

mailto:indianaolsen@hotmail.com
mailto:deepak.narain@hotmail.com
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Reader’s Column contd…. 
 
Hello Mr. Nair,  
 

      I am Aditya Singh from Allahabad. I read the Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin mailed to me yesterday. I thank 
you for including my recommendation to include a specific column for corona related items. I also caught me 
that you used a black and white style for the front page of this edition. Was this due to: 
 

1) Anniversary of Penny Black 
2) Corona Pandemic 
3) Commemoration of World War II 
 
      or it was just a random decision. 

Aditya Singh 
Allahabad 

 

(I opted this for the reasons (1) and (3) you mentioned.  Indeed the second reason may also be considered -Editor) 
 

      Well done Mr. Nair and thank you very much for the detail report on Philaminars 2020 
 

Markand Dave  
(on Face Book) 

 

      This Bulletin provides a wealth of Philatelic information to all its readers across, and being digital, you can 
carry and store it any medium of your choice.  Best wishes for more such ventures and activities. 
 

M R Ramesh Kumar 
President, Goa Philatelic And Numismatic Society 

(on face book) 
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CHRISTIAN MEDICAL COLLEGE AND HOSPITAL, 
VELLORE  

 

A Philatelic Tribute 
 

 

 
Dr. M K Sudhakar MD 

 
      The Christian Medical College and Hospital, Vellore or CMC&H, Vellore is a private, minority run, 
non-profit medical educational and research institute.   

 

      Dr. Ida Sophia Scudder (1870 – 1960), daughter of an American medical missionary based in India, 
as a schoolgirl was drawn to the plight of the three young native Indian pregnant women from different 
families who died due to absence of appropriate medical care. The religious beliefs, cultural practices 
and social barriers which prevailed at the time forbade male doctors from attending the female patients. 

   
      She graduated from among the first batch of women doctors of Cornell Medical College and 
established a single bedded medical clinic exclusively for women and children at her parent’s bungalow 
in Vellore in 1900.  She determined to reduce the maternal medical deaths and trained woman doctors, 
compounders and nurses at her clinic.  The single bed clinic over the course of time transformed into 
the world renowned CMC&H Vellore, a full-fledged medical college which imparts education in medical, 
nursing and allied health sciences.    

 
 

MEDICAL COLLEGE  
 

      The Union Missionary Medical School for Women (UMMSW) was inaugurated on August 12, 1918 
in two rented rooms with Dr. Ida Sophia Scudder as Principal and admitted 16 young women students 
for Licentiate in Medical Practice or LMP course.  

 

      The school was upgraded in 1942 and renamed as Christian Medical College Vellore and 
subsequently started MBBS courses in 1942, Post graduate MD / MS courses in 1950 and DM/M.Ch 
higher specialty courses in 1960. 

 

      The CMC Vellore presently affiliated to the Tamil Nadu Dr. MGR Medical University trains over 
2500 students for undergraduate courses, postgraduate diploma, degree, doctoral and postdoctoral 
fellowship courses in preclinical, paraclinical, clinical specialties and super specialties in medical, 
nursing and allied health sciences.  

  
      The CMC Vellore has trained more than 3,800 doctors, 9500 nurses and 2700 postgraduates and 
super specialists in its 100 years of existence. 
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HOSPITAL 
  

      The CMCHV includes a network of primary, secondary, tertiary and quaternary care hospitals 
based at Vellore, Tamil Nadu and Chittoor, Andhra Pradesh.  The world renowned medical institution 
offers promotive, preventive, curative, rehabilitative, palliative health care.  The CMCH Vellore serves 
over 2000 inpatients and 7000 outpatients daily in its 144 departments / units.  The CMCH Vellore has 
served over 300 million people directly or indirectly in its 120 years of service. 

 

      The CMCHV has the credit of performing the first reconstructive surgery for leprosy in the World 
(1948), first successful open heart surgery in India (1961), first middle ear micro surgery in India (1961), 
first kidney transplant in India (1971), first bone marrow transplantation in India in India (1986) and the 
first successful ABO incompatible kidney transplant in India (2009).  

 

      The CMCHV is the First in India to establish independent departments for Neurology (1949), 
Nephrology (1970), Rehabilitation Medicine (1966) and Accident & Emergency Medicine (1994).   The 
CMCHV is the First in India to install Picture Archiving and Communication System (PACS)     (2000) 
and Positron Emission Tomogram scanner (2010). 
 

RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
 

      The CMC&H, Vellore is the home of the South Asian Cochrane Network and Center and publishes 
over 430 high impact factor research articles in indexed peer reviewed journals annually.  

 

      A number of research programmes in CMCH Vellore are funded by many national and international 
agencies or organizations.  The CMCH Vellore hosts the National AIDS Reference and Surveillance 
Centre (1986) and Centre for Excellence in Stem cell Research and Centre for Excellence in 
Translational Research (2014). 

 
HONOURS 

 
      The CMC Vellore is ranked second among medical colleges in India in the surveys conducted by 
India Today, The Week, Outlook, and Newsweek.  

 

      The CMC Vellore is ranked third in the National Institutional Ranking Framework NIRF for 2018.  
Dr. Gagandeep Kang, Professor and Laboratory Director of the Wellcome Trust Research Laboratory, 
become the first Indian woman scientist to be elected as a Fellow of the Royal Society (FRS) in 2019.   

 
VISITORS 

 
      The Father of Nation Mahatma Gandhi visited CMCHV on the invitation of Ida Scudder in 1928 and 
addressed an audience of more than 400 doctors, nurses and students.  
 

      The Presidents of India , Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Dr .S Radhakrishnan, and Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam, 
The Prime Minister of India, Indira Gandhi.  
 

Eminent medical scientists Sir Alexander Fleming, the discoverer of penicillin and Dr. Jonas Salk, 
the discoverer of Polio vaccine visited the institution. 

 
PHILATELIC TRIBUTE 

 
      The CMC& H Vellore is the only educational institution in India to be honoured by the Department 
of Posts, Government of India on Commemorative Postage Stamp, First Day Cover, 2 Special Covers, 
Permanent Pictorial Cancellation and My Stamp.   
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Asian_Cochrane_Network_and_Centre
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COMMEMORATIVE POSTAGE STAMP 
 

      The commemorative postage stamp on the 100th anniversary of CMC Vellore was issued on 
August 12, 2000. The multi coloured stamp valued at a denomination of Rs.3 shows the college chapel 
building.  A line drawing of a mother holding a child in foreground symbolizes its initial origin as single 
bedded clinic for women of children in 1900.  

 
      The First Day Cover and the circular pictorial cancellation has the portrait of the founder Dr. Ida 
Sophia Scudder (1870 – 1960).  
 

 
 
 
 

SPECIAL COVERS 
 

A Special Cover TN/03/2012 released on January 06, 2012 for VELPEX 2012 commemorates 
the institution’s 112 years of service to the nation. The cover features the college logo, motto and 
campus. 

 

 
   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ida_Sophia_Scudder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ida_Sophia_Scudder
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      A Special Cover TN/03/2019 released on January 18, 2019 to commemorate the Centenary of 
Medical Education at CMC, Vellore features college chapel building, the centenary celebration emblem 
and slogan – inspiring, empowering, transforming.      

 

 
 

      The Special Cover was released by Dr. Anna Pulimood, Principal of CMC Vellore, Dr. J.V.Peter, 
Director of CMC Vellore and Shri K. Somasundaram, Director (Mails and Business Development), 
Office of the Chief Post Master General, Tamil Nadu Circle, Chennai and C.Tamilvannan, Philatelist 
and Numismatist, Vellore.    

     

 
 

PERMANENT PICTORIAL CANCELLATION 
 
      A Permanent Pictorial Cancellation for its Sub Post Office with Pin Code 632 004 Vellore was 
released on December 09, 2014 the birth anniversary of Dr. Ida Sophia Scudder. The circular PPC has 
the logo and motto of CMC&H, Vellore.  

 
      The picture post card issued by Chief Postmaster General, Tamil Nadu Circle shows the college 
campus.  
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      The PPC was released by Dr.Sunil Chandy, Director of CMC Vellore, Shri Mervin Alexander Post 
Master General, Chennai City Region and Shri.A. Saravanan, Senior Superintendent of Post Offices 
at colourful function held at Norman Auditorium CMC. 
 
      The PPC is applied to all outgoing mail through the Sub Post Office located inside the main hospital 
campus.  

 
 

MY STAMP 
 

      A My Stamp of CMC&H, Vellore was issued on January 20, 2017 by Dr.Sunil Chandy, Director of 
CMC Vellore and Mrs.Radhika Chakravarthy, Post Master General, Chennai City Region during the 
bricklaying ceremony of new campus at Kannigapuram. The Sheetlet of 12 stamps each valued at 
Rs.5 depicts the college emblem, logo, motto and campus.  
 

 
 
(Compiled by Dr. MK Sudhakar MD, Consultant Physician and Philatelic Hobbyist, Chennai and Life Member 
SIPA. His 5 frame exhibit on Medical Education in India was awarded Silver Medal at the COVERPEX 2020.  
The author welcomes suggestions / modifications towards expansion of the theme and can be contacted at 
WhatsApp 98401 94855 or drmksudhakar@gmail.com) 

mailto:drmksudhakar@gmail.com
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News in Brief 
 

SPECIAL CANCELLATION TO SALUTE THE COVID-19 WARRIORS 

 

      The Gujarat Posal Circle introduced a special cancellation for a limited period as a 
tribute to the Covid19 warriors of the nation.  The cancellation was available from 
18.05.2020 to 22.05.2020 at all 33 Head Post Offices of Gujarat.  All incoming and 
outgoing speed post articles were cancelled with this special cancellation.   
 

 

        

    
 

 
      This special cancellation is an applause to the community of Covid19 warriors for their 
outstanding work even at the cost of their lives. 
 
 

ISC DISPLAY ZOOM MEETINGS 

 

      The first Fortnightly Virtual Zoom Display meeting of India Study Circle For Philately was held on 
9th May 2020 at 8.00 pm to 10.00 pm IST.  The following three presentations were done at the meeting.  
 

1. “Steam Comes to India: the 1830s”  by Max Smith – Time: 08.05 to 8.45 pm IST 
2. “The 1932 Karachi-Madras flight of Tata Sons” by Piyush Khaitan – Time: 8.45 to 9.20 pm IST 
3. “Postal History of Nawanagar” by Srinivas Prava – Time: 9.20 to 10.00 pm IST 
 

      
Max Smith Piyush Khaitan Srinivas Prava Pragya Kothari Phill Olds Samik Nandi 

 

      The second meeting was held on 23rd  May 2020 at 8.00 pm to 10.00 pm IST.  The following three 
presentations were done at the meeting.  
 

1. “Stitching the British Empire together by Air – development of the aerial routes (1918-1929)” 
    By Pragya Kothari Jain 
2. “Duttia” by Phill Olds  
3. “Interpreting the Type 17 postmarks of Calcutta” by Samik Nandi 
 

      More than 80 people participated the meetings and each session was highly appreciated. 
 

Mr. Timir Shah was the Chief Guest at 
Vadodara H O 

Mr. Markand Dave was the Chief Guest at 
Nadiad H O 
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EIPA ORGANISED COVID19 RELIEF CAMPS 

 

      Eastern India Philatelists’ Association conducted 
three Covid19 Relief Camps at three places in Orissa.  
The first camp was organised on 10th May 2020 at 
Bolangir where they distributed 40 relief packets to the 
poor and needy people.  The second camp was on 17 
May 2020 at Bhusandpur, Khurda.  Here 60 relief 
packets were distributed to the poor, disabled, tribal 
snake charmers and needy people.  The third camp 
was on 24th May 2020 at Bhubaneswar.  Some relief 
packets and aids were given to daily lady old labourers 
who have lost work due to lock down.  

 
 

 
Courtesy: Phila Research News 

‘HOBBIES और INTEREST’  

 

      The lockdown has lead to people digging out their old talents.  Mr. Deepak Modi popularly known 
as the promotor of Mobile Philately is now busy with making series of videos on philately during this 
lockdown period.  “The idea came to utilize the spare time during this pandemic.” He said. 
 

      ‘The Hobbies और Interest’ video series of Philately started in 

March 2020. He himself presented the subject in Hindi with lot of 
materials. Till date more than 11 videos on various collectables like 
Stamps, Miniature Sheets, Souvenir Sheets, Sheetlets, My Stamps 
and branches of philately have been made and shared through 
Facebook, WhatsAap, Instagram and Twitter.  
 

      “The primary audiance are beginners and amateur stamp 
collectors but I am very happy to inform that even senior stamp 
collectors and philatelists from all across the country are also enjoying 
the video series.” He added. 
 

      In the feedback number of viewers are sharing their experiences 
after watching the video series. Also collectors are demanding new 
subjects for which they wish to see in the video. 
 

     This young MBA graduate collects India mint stamps in block of four, FDCs, Folders, Miniature 
Sheets, Sheetlets, Coins and Paper Currency.  His area of interests are Philatelic Literature, 
Permanent Pictorial Cancellations and Special Covers.  He may be contacted at mobile: +91 
9595009540 and email: modi.philatelist@gmail.com 

 By Mohanachandran Nair 
 

 

AN AID BY A PHILATELIST     

 
 
      Dharminderji Kapoor, senior Philatelist 
distributed food grains and vegetables to the needy 
and poor in Kolkata during lockdown. 
 
 

  Courtesy: Phila Research News 

Deepak Modi 

mailto:modi.philatelist@gmail.com
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ONLINE PHILATELY CONTEST 

 

       A unique online philately contest was organized by the Postal Department of Madhya Pradesh, 
Bhopal during the first week of May to thank the Corona 
Warriors.  The philatelists from all over the state participated in 
this online contest through their one page exhibit on the theme of 
Corona Warriors/Life in the times of Corona pandemic. The 
winners of this contest were first Mr. S. K. Jain from Bhopal, 
second Mr. R. K. Naidu from Jabalpur, and third Mr. S. Sachdeva 
from Bhopal. The winners were awarded by SSPO, Mr H. S. Bhatti 
who was also the jury of this contest.   
 

      This online contest was proposed by philatelist Mr. Ashish 
Bhandari, who coordinated this event and thanked everyone for 
the active participation.  The subject was very appealing and 
philatelist gives a thumbs up to such an event and demanded 
more activities during the lockdown period. 

 
 

Courtesy: Ashish Bhandari

 
 

EUROPA 2020 THEME 

 

      Every year European postal administration issue special stamps called Europa stamps which bears 
the official logo.  A ‘PostEurop’ registered trade mark under the aegis of ‘PostEurop’ in which Europe 
is the central theme. 
 
 
 
 

The Logo 
 

      EUROPA stamps underlines cooperation in the posts domain, taking into account promotion of 
philately. They also build awareness of the common roots, culture and history of Europe and its 
common goals. 
 

      As such, EUROPA stamp issues are among the most collected and most popular stamps in the 
world.  Since the first issue in 1956, EUROPA stamps have been a tangible symbol of Europe’s desire 
for closer integration and cooperation. In 1993, PostEurop became responsible for issuing EUROPA 
stamps.  

 

 
 

Some of the stamps issued in 2020 on the theme Ancient Postal Routes 
 

      Each year European postal administration selects the theme of EUROPA stamps.  This year 
“Ancient Postal Routes” is the theme.  “National Birds” was the last years theme.  The upcoming themes 
in 2021 will be “Endangered National Wildlife” and in 2022 it will be “Stories and Myths” 
  
 

Awarded exhibits 
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ICELAND TO STOP ISSUING STAMP 

 
      Iceland Post has announced that it will stop issuing new postage stamps as of 29 October, 2020. 
A 7th May post by on the Facebook page of Iceland Post’s philatelic division, Postphil, said stamps 
planned for release 29 October, 2020 “will be Iceland Post’s very last issues.” 
 

      In 2019, Iceland Post had reported that it planned to stop issuing stamps, but suggested that 
the last new issues would be in 2021.  But the end is coming sooner. Iceland Post’s customer 
experience manager Brynjar Smari Runarsson told that “Last year Posturinn [Iceland Post] announced 
that this would be the last year the company would release stamps for collectors. October will be the 
final release.” 
 

      Runarsson also said that new printings of already-issued stamps are possible in the future. 
“We have plenty of stamps in stock for customers and will continue to use them,” Runarsson said. “If 
we foresee a shortage we will probably reprint older stamps in order to have sufficient stamps for 
senders.” 
 

      Iceland issued its first stamps in 1873 when it was part of the kingdom of Denmark. It became an 
independent republic June 17, 1944. 
 

      As of the end of 2019, Iceland had issued more than 1,500 stamps, according to the listings in the 
Scott Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue and in the Scott New Listings Update in the March 16 issue 
of Linn’s. 
 

      So far this year, Iceland Post has issued 11 stamps on 7 May 2020. These include single stamps 
for the centenaries of the Icelandic Met (meteorological) Office), the Supreme Court of Iceland and 
equal voting rights for all Icelandic citizens, and for the 50th anniversaries of the Reykjavik Arts Festival 
Iceland’s membership in the European Free Trade Association and Europa 2020. Two stamps each 
were issued in the following series: Domestic Animals, Tourism and Europa. 

 

 
Europa 2020 theme Ancient Postal Routes issued on 7 May 2020 

 

      According to its 2020 stamp program, the 29 October 2020 issues will include single stamps in the 
multination Norden (Nordic countries) and Sepac (small European postal Administrations) series, and 
single commemoratives for the 100th anniversary of the Order of the Falcon, the 250th anniversary of 
the Icelandic Land Commission, and the 800th anniversary of the beginning of the Age of the Sturlungs. 
Also scheduled to be issued Oct. 29 are two Christmas stamps and two stamps depicting garden 
vegetables. 

 

      For further details about the 7 May  and 29 October 2020 stamps, see the Philatelic Foreword 
column in the 30 March issue of Linn’s. 
 

      In the 7 May 2020 Facebook post, Postphil said, “As these will be Iceland Post’s very last issues, 
we hope you will appreciate the care and dedication put into their making and design.” 
 

Courtesy:  Denise McCarty, Linn’s Stamp News 

https://www.linns.com/news/us-stamps-postal-history/iceland-post-says-issuing-stamps-is-too-costly
https://www.linns.com/news/us-stamps-postal-history/iceland-s-stamp-program-continues-in-2020
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My Room My Museum 

 
M R Ramesh Kumar 

 

Hobby 
 
      Through the course of our lives, we bide our time doing particular tasks that may either help us to 
earn our living or build the staircases to our futures and careers. However, amidst these compulsory 
tasks, most of us also do things which we enjoy doing. Such activities are called ‘hobbies.’ 
 
      Hobbies are activities which help us to escape the daily grind of life and work and give us pleasure 
and peace of mind. Because we are not being ordered to perform certain jobs which we may not be 
fond of, hobbies help to inculcate an appreciation for work rather than driving us away from it. 
 
      The interesting thing about hobbies is that they dramatically improve our own personalities and 
character traits, therefore improving our performances better on the whole. They help us discover 
talents and abilities which we may never have known ourselves to possess, also giving us an insight 
of all the elements around us, making us learn new things each day. For instance, hobbies like stamp 
collecting, bird watching, photography, sports and music make our time worthwhile and give us 
information about different things. 
 
Pandemic & innovative ways to exhibit 
 
      Several participants including children and adults alike, turnout with their exhibits at Goa Science 
Center at Miramar, Panaji to showcase their hobbies and interests on 18th May every year to 
commemorate International Museum Day.  
 
      This year, due to ongoing Covid-19 pandemic and all across the world observing lockdown and 
social distancing, Goa Philatelic and Numismatic Society (GPNS), while keeping everyone's safety in 
mind had come up with an innovative way to utilise the Facebook's Social Media Platform to showcase 
our hobbies digitally by way of Virtual Exhibition called MY ROOM MY MUSEUM. The exhibits were 
personal collections of stamps, coins, banknotes and some other interesting items. The digital platform 
helped us to reach a wider audience not only in Goa but all across the world. 
 
Exhibition Highlights  
 
      The exhibits were divided into three Categories:  

 
a) Philately (Stamps and stamps related) : 19 exhibits on different and rare themes such as  Antarctica, 

Language and Literature, Cancellation of Cochin state, Cochin Postal History, Lighthouses, Forts, Walt 
Disney etc.  

 
b) Numismatic (Coins and Banknotes) : 5 exhibits on regular Indian Coins, One Rupee Note series, etc.  

and  
 

c) Other categories. 9 exhibits : Teeth of sharks, Watches. Erasers, Pencils, Key chains, Match boxes, Hot 
wheels etc. 
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Museum Day Commemoration 
 
      Every year on 18 May International Museum Day is observed to raise awareness among people 
about the museums as an important means of cultural exchange and development of mutual 
understanding, cooperation and peace among people. 
 
      The 2020 theme - Museums for Equality: Diversity and Inclusion 
 
International Museum Day: History 
 
      In 1977, the International Museum Day was created by the International Council of Museums 
(http://imd.icom.museum). Every year this organisation chooses a separate theme and co-ordinated 
every year. Some of the themes focus on the globalisation, indigenous peoples, bridging cultural gaps, 
caring for the environment etc. On this day, since 1977, every year all the museums of the world are 
invited to participate and promote the role of museums in the world by organising several activities 
which are focussed on the theme. Do you know that in 2009, International Museum Day attracted the 
participation of 20,000 museums hosting events in more than 90 countries? In 2010, 98 countries 
participated, 100 countries in 2011 participated and in 2012 around 30,000 museums from 129 
countries participated. 
 

 
 

GPNS HISTORY 
 
      In Goa we had philatelists and numismatics but the organisation required to help them to develop 
this hobby was absent. In 1974 a few like-minded enthusiasts came together at the residence of Shri. 
V. R. Navelkar at Margao to fulfil the long felt need to unite the philatelists and the numismatists of Goa 
under one banner. Finally they formed a society  on 27 April1975 in Margao to be called as "The Goa 
Philatelic and Numismatic Society". The society has got its own constitution and it is affiliated to 
Philatelic Congress of India, New Delhi since 1979.  
 
      Shri Pratapsingh Rane, the then Law Minister, formally inaugurated the society on 20.12.1975 and 
it was during this time that the society had arranged the first official exhibition in Margao at the Municipal 
Hall. This exhibition had a section on Numismatology and it was well attended.  
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      The main objectives of the society were  
 
1. To arrange exhibitions and competitions 
2. To arrange film shows, talks and demonstrations on the subject 
3. To publish a periodical 
4. To approach the concerned authorities to provide special cancellations (FDC) in Goa 
5. To request Government authorities to provide facilities for developing these hobbies in Goa 
 
      Since, inception, Goa Philatelic & Numismatic Society (GPNS) have organised many exhibitions 
named GOAPEX-77 (15-17 May 1977), GOAPEX 81 (18-20 Dec. 1981), GOAPEX 1983 (25-27 Nov. 
1983), GOAPEX-1995, GOAPEX, 2014 and GOAPEX 2019. 
 
      An Ayush Festival of Stamps was held on 17th and 18th October, 2017 at ESG, Panjim in 
collaboration with Ayush Ministry, Department of Posts and GPNS. About 50 frames on various Ayush 
themes, such as Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Siddha and Homepathy along with the Health themes were 
exhibited by senior philatelists such as Shri V R Navelcar, Dr. M.R.Ramesh Kumar, Mrs R R Radha 
Bai, Shri Sheik Samiruddin, Roland De Melo, Ashelsh Kamat and Avinash Anaokar etc  
 

     
 

   
 
      The GPNS along with the Department of Posts, Panaji, Goa paid a humble homage to Mahatma 
Gandhi on his 150th Birth Anniversary, from 2nd to 4th October, 2019 by displaying 65 frames on 
Gandhi and Goan Culture and Heritage by well philatelists such as Shri V.R.Navelcar, Dr.M.R.Ramesh 
Kumar, Shri Sheilk Samiruddin, Mrs R R Radha Bai, V.R.Navelcar and Shri Roland De Melo. 
 
      There is however an acknowledgement that things are not going to be quite the same. That curbs 
on the way people will behave and interact with each other are here to stay. And that life will have to 
move forward with these curbs in place. Even when you are pursuing a hobby. 
 
      And so, the Goa Philatelic and Numismatic Society decided that the much-anticipated exhibition of 
coins, stamps, and other related and independent collections would be a virtual one. Such an idea had 
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not been attempted earlier but that hardly deterred the Society members from giving it a go. A plan 
was drawn up, members of the Society were informed and the plan tweaked after taking their opinion, 
and the stage was set for the exhibition to go live on the 18th of May. 
 
      And go live it did. The virtual exhibition, possibly the first of its kind anywhere in India, and a glowing 
testament to the tenacity of its members, went live on the 18th of May on the Society's Facebook page. 
The date coincided with the World Museum Day, and so the virtual exhibition was, rightly, titled My 
Room My Museum, acknowledging that stamp and coin collectors have set up mini museums in their 
rooms with the delightful collections they possess. This was the world's chance to get a glimpse of 
what they had. 
 
      The exhibition was arranged in three categories: Philatelic (of postage stamps and other aligned 
material), Numismatic (of coins and other aligned material) and Others, which saw some delightful 
collections of watches, matchboxes, model cars, erasers, and other such items. The coins and stamp 
collections on display were of high intrinsic value, many of them  having been already awarded at 
Philatelic and Numismatic exhibitions India. These were rare and rich collections, assembled patiently 
over many years, with the doggedness that only a committed collector can bring to bear. 
 
      Our attempt in going live through Virtual Exhibition via  Facebook was received well by philatelists 
all over India and public in general and there have been several likes for our Facebook page and there 
have several interesting comments  too. Earlier, people have been using social media such as 
WhatsApp and Facebook for sharing of knowledge, selling and buying philatelic material, we have used 
this media as an outreach tool to exhibit our valued exhibits. 
 
      As a part of the Virtual Exhibition of the Goa Philatelic and Numismatic Society, a special cover 
was launched and was also posted by the various members of the Society amongst themselves on 
18th May, 2020. These covers posted from different post offices within Goa had post office 
cancellations including on Experimental Cancellation of the newly formed post office at the Tapal 
Bhawan, Patto, Panaji. Images of three different cancellations one from Panjim Head Post office with 
date cancellation and another with the Experimental  cancellation from the Tapal Bhawan, Patto, Panaji 
and the third one from Curchorem, South Goa  are  attached below. 

 

 
 

A cover posted from the heritage building of the Panjim Head Post office with date cancellation 
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A cover posted from the newly formed Post office from the Tapal Bhawan, Patto, Panjim  
with the experimental cancellation 

 
 

 
 

A cover posted from Curchorem,  South Goa is depicted above 

  
      More importantly, what came to bear was the enthusiasm and tenacity that the members of the 
Society displayed in ensuring that the exhibition was successfully executed. It might easily lay the path 
for other such exhibitions to happen, whether or not lockdowns and curbs are here to stay. We may 
venture into new outreach areas such as online Philatelic Quiz, dissemination of new knowledge, 
general and thematic philatelic workshops to the public and students. 
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By Hans-Peter FÖRSTER (former Chairman of the German Special Interest Group, Israel) 
Translation by Christoph Wendand, Chairman of the German Special Interest Group, Israel- wendland@mail.ee 

 

 

 
PRECURSOR 
 
In Great Britain, dateless cancellations were introduced for bulk mailings around 1900. The British 
Mandate Administration transferred this type of cancellation to Palestine in 1920.  In the early days, 
letters from Great Britain was also tied with a triangular cancellation as an arrival stamp (HF-TL-JSM). 
 
 
 
JSM, J.M. or JERUSALEM-Jerusalem (See Fig.1) 
CFA or H.A. – Haifa 
JA – Jaffa 
TLV or T.V. – Tel Avia 
Afula 
Hadera 
Nahalal 
Petah Tiqva 
Rishon LeZion 
Rehoboth 
Ramatayin 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: Examples of dateless bulk 
cancellations of the British Mandate 

Administration of Jerusalem and Heifa 

 
Cancellations for bulk mail in Israel 
 
In Israel, this system was valid until 1955, but now the letters were replaced with names of places in 
Hebrew (Figure 2) within the triangle.  
 

 

Figure 2: Examples of dateless triangular cancellations 
from Israel between 1948-1955 
 
(1) Beer Sheva 
(2) Ra’ana 
(3) Holon 
(4) Bnei Brak 
(5) Petah Tikva 
(6) Rehovot 
(7) Hadera (a) 
(8) Hadera (b) 
(9) Kfar Saba 
(10) Ramat Gan 
 
Source: Israel Reports April 1962 

 

 

 

Since the cancellations are dateless, a temporal assignment is only possible by means of the duration 
and validity of the stamps. This is the easiest to do for greetings for the Jewish New Year, since the 
current special stamps were often used here (Figure 4) 

mailto:wendland@mail.ee
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Triangular cancellations within the Israeli army 
 
On May 20, 1948, field post numbers from 145 to 242 were allotted among the Israeli army units. Each 
unit used a triangular rubber stamp with a three-digit field post number and the three letters "Kaf-Beth-
Aleph", the abbreviation for Kochot Bitachon Arziim (National Defence Forces). The stamp colour was 
violet-blue, grey-blue and red. 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left Bottom triangular: with the letter X above the 
No.190 indicates a replacement stamp 
 
 
 
 
 
When the armistice with the Arab armies was signed in June 1949, the Israeli army had changed a lot, 
and many more numbers were given out.  As shown in Figure 5, the number 593 is an example for the 
continuation of the up numbering assignment. 
 
One week after the Armistice, on July 1, 1949, the field postal services was suspended. The military 
facilities were transferred to the internal postal service of the Central Postal Administration. Until 
November 1954, the K.B.A. postmarks were in use. They were then replaced by those with Hebrew 
letters D.Z. (Doar Zwai = field post) and a symbol consisting of a sword with a laurel branch (Figures 7 
and 8). The numbers of the units had now also changed to four digits. 
 

Figure 4: New Year’s greetings from Tel 
Aviv with the special stamp for New Year 
5710 (1949) (Michel catalogue No.19) 

Figure 3: Mass printed matter of the Union Health Insurance of Histadrut with 
an announcement of a contribution increase. RB inside the triangular 
cancellation represents the town Rehobot – from 1945 

Figure 5: K.B.A. triangular cancellations of 
the Israeli Army Postal Service 

Figure 6: Field Mail letter dated 12 April,1949 
with K.B.A Unit 290 stamp and the field mail 
stamp.  All field post offices used a round date 
stamp in black.  It contains the inscription “Doar 
Zwai” (field post), “Misrad” (office) and a local 
number, here 8 (Nathanya) 
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Security cancellations by Israeli Post 
 
We certainly remember that years ago terrorists planted letter bombs on a large scale by infiltrating 
inward transfer into the Israeli postal system (see German ISRAEL-PHILATELY Magazine 15, pages 
12 to 13). The Israeli postal service had responded by taking counter measures to counter this danger. 
 
For example, parcel registration cards had a red imprint indicating cancellation for outlining the danger 
(possibly a bomb) and recommending therefore extreme caution when opening them. Furthermore 
Shipments to endangered locations were and are a subject of transilumination. 
 

  

The inspected mail item in Israel received a red box cancellation with the 
inscription “Shukaf“ = transilluminated (Figure 9 – outer left, the square box).  
There is another inspection cancellaton with the words “Nidvak“ = inspected, 
too.  
 
            (Figure 10 – Note the round circle on the inner right) Figure 9 Figure 10 

 
Later on, they were content with a so-called "silent", simple, triangular cancellation, which was applied 
to all consignments on posting. This was stamped by the postal officer after he had the identity card of 
the person who posted the item shown to him. 
 

 
 
 
Figure 11:  Such security 
cancellations can also be found on 
collector’s items.  Here is an example 
of an FDC from Haifa of December 
1949- See upper left corner. 

 

Figure 7:  Triangular cancellation with the 
letter D.Z. (Doar Zwai = field post), the signet 
“sword with laurel branch” and the four-digit 
number of the military unit. 

Figure 8:  This card was also marked with 
the triangular cancellation D.Z. and the 
signet “sword with laurel branch”, plus the 
military unit number 2253” 
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Figure 12:  Different colours and shapes of silent 
security stamps on parcel cards.  (Out of a 
collection of parcel registration cards from 
1974/1975 to Romania) 
 
Dispatch post offices: 
(parcel card cutouts reduced in size) 
 
1) Top left.  -  Qiryat Hayyim Ha Maaravit 
 

2) Top right - Halon 
 

3) Middle left – Ashdod 
 

4) Middle right - Qiryat Yam 
 

5) On the bottom left – (hand written) mobile mail  
     from Doar Na Yizreel 
 

6) On the bottom right – round security cancellation 
     from Haifa 78th   

 
 

 

Figure 13: (Triangular security cancellation with number) 
The new Israeli postal administration has subsequently started to 
introduce this proof of indentity by means of a triangular 
cancellation with a number. 

 

 
Figure 14: (Security cancellation with Number and location)     
 

Figure 15:  Later added the place name in Hebrew. 

 
 
The difficulty for the collector is to know which numbers, can be assigned to which post offices fort he 
different posts. For example: 
 
1)   #895-stands for MPO Doar Na Menash,  
2)   #936-stands for Emeq Bet Shean 
3)   #989-stands for MPO HaGalil HaElyon 

Sources: German Israel Report Magazine May 1960, November 1960 and April 1962.  

 

 

NEW SLOGAN POSTMARKS ON COVID-19 

                                                     
                              Cuttack GPO                                                        Uttarakhand Postal Circle 
         (Two colours – Black and Green in English)                                 (Red colour in Hindi) 
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Knowledge Bank  

Modern Philately - FIP Guidelines  

      Modern Philately sometimes recently referred to as an experimental ‘Promotional Class’ has as its 
primary objective the encouragement of collectors of recent or modern philatelic material and to exhibit 
this at the highest level in FIP. Also to demonstrate to Postal Administrations that there is an extensive 
body of philatelists who collect and study the material issued by them in the past 20 years, i.e., 
approximately1991 to the present.  

      The FIP Board is now making this class available at all FIP World and Specialized Exhibitions for 
such modern exhibits that comply with the special regulations (SREVs) for the Traditional, Postal 
History, and Postal Stationery Classes. It is planned that Aerophilately, Thematic and Revenue will 
also be subjects for Modern Philately in the near future.  

      Qualifying exhibits for Modern Philately must contain philatelic material issued by postal authorities 
within approximately the last 20 years. Stamp series or philatelic topics which were substantially issued 
after 1991 are qualified as topics for the Modern Philately exhibits. However, there is meant to be some 
latitude in the dates of the material shown and there is not an arbitrary limit that material issued before 
1991 cannot be shown as long as the majority of the exhibit fits the criteria of Modern Philately.  

      Modern Philately exhibits will be judged according to the respective SREVs currently in force for 
the above-mentioned classes with the points awarded as follow:  

Presentation   5 points 
Treatment (25) & Importance (5) 30 points 
Knowledge & Research 35 points 
Condition & Rarity 30 points  
Condition.                                   (10 points)  
Rarity                                          (10 points)  
Difficulty of Acquisition               (10 points)  
Total  100 points  

      The distribution of points available recognize that Modern Philatelic material is worthy of study and 
in many instances is difficult to acquire, treat and present as the short passage of time since their issue 
has not provided an accurate or precise indication of importance or rarity.  

      FIP Medals will be awarded to the appropriate exhibits and they will be recorded in the FIP Awards 
records. A Certificate of Participation will be given to exhibits attaining less than 60 points.  

      For the foreseeable future, acceptance of entries into the Modern Philately category at FIP World 
and Specialized Exhibitions will be based on the recommendation of national commissioners and at 
the discretion of Exhibition Organizing Committees. Exhibitors are entitled to apply for 3 or 5 frames 
per exhibit. Acceptance of any entries in the Modern Philately category will not preclude acceptances 
of entries in any other Class. All other requirements of the Exhibition IREX will apply.  

Questions and Answers : 
 
Q : What is the difference between Modern Philately and Promotional Class ?  

A :  Nothing – they are essentially the same thing. Modern Philately is the most recent and final name 
for the category of showing modern philatelic issues in a shorter format of 3-5 frames.  
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Q : Why do Modern Philately exhibits receive FIP Medals and Open Philately and One Frame Exhibits 
do not ?  

A : The subjects of Modern Philately exhibits are actually a segment of the already established Classes 
of Traditional, Postal History, and Postal Stationery formal Classes with their own SREVs. The other 
two categories are quite different in the content material and scope of the actual exhibits.  

Q : Will the Modern Philately category ever become its own separate Class ?  

A : No, as the exhibits are actually Traditional, Postal History, and Postal Stationery material judged 
under these SREVs, the Modern Philately exhibits can be judged by the accredited FIP Jurors from 
these Classes.  

Q : Can modern philately exhibits receive Large Gold awards ?  

A : Because of the brevity and recent time frame of the exhibits, the development and importance of 
the exhibits are restricted thus not allowing for the demanding nature of achieving a Large Gold award.  

Q : Why have yet another category of exhibits ?  

A : There is a demand for showing more recent philatelic material that can be recognized as such at 
the international level. Much of this demand comes from newer exhibitors and Federations that are just 
now starting to develop FIP level exhibitors.  

Q : Can a stamp series that was first issued in 1985 and is still used today be exhibited in Modern 
Philately ?  

A : Modern Philately exhibits emphasize material issued in the last 20 years or so. However, this is not 
meant to be a rigid time rule and if the majority of the material falls inside the 20 year period, it can be 
shown as a Modern Philately exhibit.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

Thiruvananthapuram 
(Affiliated to Philatelic Congress of India) 

 

Membership Information 
 

  Life Membership Rs.1500-00                       Annual Membership Rs.250-00 
 

Juniors (below 18 yrs) Rs.750-00                      Juniors (below 18 yrs)  Rs.125-00 
 
 

Admission Fee Rs.50-00 
For details contact: 09387801948 

Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 

mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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SPECIAL COVERS 

 

 
 

UDUPI : 08 Jan 2020 
Paryaya Mahotsav 

SCIENCE INSTITUTE PO : 09 Jan 2020 
Bengaluru City Police 

 

  
SCIENCE INSTITUTE PO : 09 Jan 2020 

Sex Determination is a Crime. 
SCIENCE INSTITUTE PO : 10 Jan 2020 

Karnataka Milk Federation Ltd. 
 

  
Calicut : 24 Feb 2020 

State Sheera Samghamam 2020 
Kakkanad : 01 Mar 2020 

Kerala Books and Publications Society 
 

  
SADASIVNAGAR : 16 Jan 2020 
Central Power Research Institute 

HAMPI : 10 Jan 2020 
Hampi Utsav 
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H K PRASAD PO : 14 Jan 2020 
The Bangalore Divine Life Society 

 

ANDALIKE : 24 Jan 2020 
Shri Mahalingeshwara Hr. Primary School 

  

NANDALIKE : 24 Jan 2020 
Muddana Prakashana 

 

MUMBAI : 08 Feb 2020 
100 years of Rotary in India 

  
PURI : 21 Feb 2020 

Film Festival (Camel Carried Cover) 
 

MUMBAI : 13 May 2020 
The Migrant Workers of Mumbai 

 
BHUBANESHWAR : 26 May 2020 

COVID 19 : Global Pandemic 
 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan   
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ARMY POSTAL SERVICE  COVERS – 2020 
 

  
O1 Jan 2020 : 73 Mountain Brigade 

 
08 Jan 2020 : 15th Battalion the Mahar Regiment 

  
01 Feb 2020 : Bombay Engineer Group and Centre 02 Feb 2020 : 49 Paraspears 

 

  
06 Feb 2020 : 12th Battalion the Jat Regiment 

 
15 Feb 2020 : Black Archers 

  
17 Feb 2020 : 15th BN (Napier’s) the  

Rajputana Rifles 
23 Feb 2020 : XIVth Artillery Reunion 2020 

 
 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan 
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NEW MEGHDOOT POST CARDS 
 

  
 
 

 
 

  
 
 

        
 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan 
 



 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol III, Issue No.52/June, 2020 
 

29 

 

New Issues from Other Countries 
 

COVID19 – New Stamps 
 

SIERRA LEONE 
 

 
 

                                                 TAIWAN                                                UKRAINE 
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BELARUS 

 

Seasonal Variation 
 

 
 

Issue Date 01.06.2020 
 

ALAND 

Europa 2020 – Ancient Postal Routes 
 

 
 

Issue Date 08.05.2020 
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UNITED NATIONS 

 

200th Birth Anniversary of Florence Nightingale 
 

 
 

Issue Date 20.05.2020 
 
 

ROMANIA 

 

Pheasants 
 

 
 

Issue Date 22.05.2020 
 

Courtesy: Wopa+ & BELPOCHTA 
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Permanent Pictorial Cancellations of 
Thekkady stopped and introduced at 

Kumily Sub Office 
 

      The permanent pictorial cancellation of 
Thekkady (Pin.685536) in Kerala has been 
stopped and introduced at Kumily Sub Office 
(Pin.685509) with effect from 15th November, 
2019 with slight changes in cancellation. 

 

 
Thekkady cancellation 

 

 
Kumily S O cancellation 

 

      The pictorial cancellation of Kumily is larger 
than Thekkady in size.  In Thekkady cancellation 
we can see the two tusks of the elephant, but in 
Kumily cancellation only one is visible.  Also in 
Kumily cancellation ‘THEKKADY WILD LIFE’ in 
capital letters are added under the date. 

 
Image courtesy: Shijumon, Thrissur 

 
 

 

Forthcoming Issues of India 
 

Aquaculture, Boats of India 
 
 

 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin 
are based on the information obtained from reliable 
sources.  Maximum care has been taken to ensure 
the accuracy of the contents, however we give no 
guarantee on reliability or completeness of the 
information. 

 

Philatelic Links 
www.indianairmails.com  
http://timbrophily.com 

www.philamart.com 

www.collectorbazar.com 

www.stampsofindia.com  

www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com   

www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com  

www.indianstampghar.com  

www.indianphilately.net 

www.exponet.info 

www.stangib.com 

www.indiapost.gov.in 

www.philamirror.info 

http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 

http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 

www.indiastudycircle.org 

www.sipa.org.in 

www.philcent.com  

www.vadophil.org 

www.indianphilatelics.com 

www.mintageworld.com 

https://dharaastamps.co.in 

www.samsshopping.com` 

www.worldwide-mint.com 

http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
 

   
 

      Articles are invited from readers with illustrations 
to be published in this bulletin.  Please send your 
write ups in MS Word only, to our email ID: 
apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   News and philatelic activities 
in your locality are also welcome.  Philatelic Clubs 
and Associations may send their brief reports on day 
to day activities. 

  

Editor 
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