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Editorial [J&Y

Readers’ Column |

Dear Friends,

Efforts for the control and eradication of Coronavirus
is still going on and hope the situation might get better
soon. Till then conducting functions and meetings will be
a difficult task. But we have seen that in the last few
months there has been a great boost of activities on social
media. Conducting meetings, seminars, exhibitions etc.
through webinars have also increased to a great extent.
Soon Bangladesh too, is going to conduct an online
competitive philatelic exhibition. So, | think philately is the
only hobby that is growing in this pandemic situation with
the participation of people staying at home.

Most of the countries have issued or are going to issue
stamps on Corona. But India has not taken a decision as
yet, to issue a single stamp. | remember some centres in
India have issued special covers, special cancellations
and slogan cancellations on the warriors of corona.
However, | strongly feel that India Post should look into
the matter and must definitely issue stamps on this historic
pandemic.

| am happy to inform you that recently we have
received a lot of articles for the bulletin from some new
writers. | hope this trend goes on for long, as it helps to
cultivate more philatelic writers for the future.

Hope you are all fine and safe. Stay Home, Stay
Healthy! Happy Philately.

Mohanachandran Nair
Mobile:9387801948
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Dear Editor,

As always, an excellent journal. Well laid out,
informative and full of excellent information. Thank you
for another great issue!

Carol j. Edholm
USA

Thanks Sir, for a wonderful Bulletin which brings out
various facets of Philately to a global platform using
digital media. Congratulations

M R Gopakumar
President
Goa Philatelic & Numismatic Society

Dear Sir,

The article titled 'Christian Medical College and
Hospital (CMCH), Vellore' by Dr. M K Sudhakar, MD
published in 'Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin' June 2020
issue was fascinating.

Tracking the history of the institution, for more than
a century (1900 - 2020), through philatelic materials viz.
stamp, My Stamp, First Day Cover, Special Cover etc.
is an herculean task which the author has done
painstakingly. A very well documented write up.

Looking for more such type of research oriented
stories.

Regards,
Kumar Biswas
NOIDA

To the stamp bulletin team.

Thank you very much for another issue of a great
magazine. For me this time the triangular cancellations
of Israel was of high interest, because i collect Middle-
East as well. Looking foreward to the next issue.

Best regards,
Ole-Fredrik
indi | ot i

Dear Reader,

Your feedback is most valuable to us. We invite
your views, thoughts and suggestions regarding this

E-bulletin. Please send your valued feedback

to: apa.tvpm@gmail.com

Editor
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New Indian Issues

Musical Instruments of Wandering Minstrels
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Ravanhatha Surando

Se-tenant Pair of 6 sets. Total 12 stamps of Rs.5.00 each

Issued on 25.06.2020
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12 Elements of A Postage Stamp Made Simple |

Rohit Mittal

Introduction: -

Like any other collectible object, a postage stamp also has a few characteristic elements that help
the collectors in identifying what a particular piece of historical beauty on paper is all about. In this
series of articles, 12 Elements Of A Postage Stamp Made Simple we will investigate the characteristics
that every philately enthusiast should be aware of. Let’s look at each one of them in more detail.

Country: -

As the word suggests this is the identifier helping the philatelist to
know the “Nationality” of a particular stamp. The first postage stamp did
not mention it's country of origin. In 1874 Universal postal union
exempted the United Kingdom from the rule that the country name is
mandatory to be published on the stamp. Only the profile of the reigning
monarch (QV1) was allowed as the identifier of the country of origin. That
practice is still in place till today. All other issuing countries of UPU publish
using modern short forms or using Latin Letters only.

To exemplify The Republic of South Africa uses RSA on its stamps. French colonies and France
use multiple allowed forms of identification. The designer has the discretion to choose from.

Denomination: -
The prime objective of a postage stamp is to let the sender know how

much he or she has to sell out for the pre-payment of the postage. It varies
depending upon the form, size, and weight of the postal consignment.

The standard format is that there is a numeric value mentioned in the
local currency of the issuing country. According to the norms in the early
days, the value was mentioned in words. UPU changed the trend to
use Arabic Numerals so that the postal clerks of different countries were able to identify the value. The
Chinese stamps issued in 1949 did not have any sort of denomination. This was due to the political
decision to base the price of the stamps on the daily fluctuating rate of Golden Yuan.

Other prevalent methods of denominating the stamps are “First Class”, “Presorted Zip+4”, “Rate
Change”, “Permanent” and “Semi-Postal”’. A Semi-Postal stamp depicts two values. The primary one
is meant for the postal department and the secondary one is donated to charity.

Design: -

The graphic designing of a postage stamp is majorly categorized into
four variants as below

= Portrait Bust — Profile or Full Face

= Emblem - Flag, National Symbol (As shown above)

= Numeric — They are designed with numeral values

» Pictorial — Example of Gandhi stamps

TP OeY LA A o 44
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Design is used to differentiate the stamp among the million counterparts available. Pictorial is the
most deployed design variant with many thematic stamps being introduced. The different themes range
from Flora, Fauna, Birds, Automobiles, Famous historical personalities, Celebrities, Original artworks,
and the list goes on.

The choice of releasing the pictorial stamps lies with the respective governments and it also is a
great tool to create “Country Branding”.

Gum: -

It is the sticky chemical adhesive applied at the back of the stamp so that it
can be easily and firmly glue on the desired postal article. It can be shiny, dull,
smooth, rough, dark, white, coloured, or tinted. Major stamp adhesives used are
Arabic (Glossy), Polyvinyl Alcohol (Matte & Colourless), PVA Dextrine (Green).

Luminescence: —

Most importantly this was done to help in sorting and efficient processing of large quantities of mail.
It was a tedious task to manually find the stamp and postmarking or cancelling it subsequently. This
was achieved by printing the stamps on a luminescent paper using fluorescence and
phosphorescence. Stamps with the luminescence were termed as tagged and without as untagged.
Another important aspect to note is that the
tagging was nearly invisible to the naked human
eye.

Pitney Bowes developed and manufactured
machinery to complement the streamlining of
workload. They developed a machine that could
flip the mail and find the stamps using UV light.
The mail will be sorted in such a manner that they
were in the same position and then within a few
moments all will be postmarked.

Tagging could be done in multiple ways such as blocks, bands, bars, in a pattern, or all across the
stamp. Itis also noteworthy that while examining the tagged stamps using a UV detector utmost caution
should be used. It can cause damage to the eyes and hands.

Paper: —

Paper is the founding element of a postage stamp. It is the
substrate that is supplemented with printing ink, gum, security
measures, and design. Before any stamp goes into production
multiple paper characteristics such as composition, weight,
colour, size, watermark, surface finish, opacity, hardness, and
strength are taken into consideration.

The philatelic paper is of two kinds — Wove and Laid. Wove
paper is smooth and has a uniform texture all across. The
correct name is “Wire Wove”. British and US stamps printed after 1880 are all made using this quality
of the paper. Laid paper, on the other hand, has closely spaced parallel wires with cross wires at wider
intervals creating frames. Russian stamps with Scott #s 31-38 are printed on this type of paper.
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Wove Paper Laid Paper

Different varieties of paper are used to print the stamps. These also serve as a differentiator in the
identification of stamps. Some of the commonly used paper varieties are Batonne, Quadrille, Pelure,
Native, Manila, Silk, Granite, Chalky, India, Double Goldbeater’s skin, and Ribbed.

Conclusion: -

The first episode of this series Elements of A Postage Stamp Made Simple comes to an end and
requesting you all to stay tuned for more.
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: - with Maxim Card in Presentation Folder - Rs,3500/-
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b2 FDC -----Rs. 400 Block of 4on FDC --- Rs. 1400

G-3 Prakash Kun] Apartment | Kavi Raman Path | Boring Canal

Road | Patna — 800001 | INDIA | Ph : +91 612 2215929
philapradip@amail.com | philaarthelp@gmail.com|
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News in Brief
RAINBOW STAMP NEWS REACHES 150

Rainbow Stamp News completed its 150 issues in June 2020. The first issue of Rainbow Stamp
News was released on January, 2008. Mrs.Jeevan Jyoti is the editor of this bulletin. The bulletin is
published every month before the 5t without break. Each issue is filled with informative articles useful
to serious collectors and beginners. Interview with senior philatelists which appeared in some issues
were also very informative. The bulletin received many awards including national and international in
philatelic exhibitions under literature class. On this occasion we
congratulate Rainbow Stamp News for their achievement and wish them T
to reach more heights in the coming years. - e e e
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Cover pages of the 1st and 150w issue of Rainbow Stamp News

SPECIAL COVER RELEASED AT THIRUVANANTHAPURAM ON BREAK THE CHAIN

The Health and Family Welfare Department, Govt. of Kerala released a special cover titled “Let us
continue this care” on 16t June, 2020. The cover was released by Smt. Shylaja, the Hon. Health
Minister of Kerala at her office.
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The cover bears three alphabets S M S represent S — Soap, M — Mask and S — Social Distancing.

The special cancellation bears the words Break the Chain — join hands to wash hands with an image
of sanitizer.

SUMMER OF STAMPS VIRTUAL FESTIVAL

A virtual ‘Summer of Stamps’ Virtual Festival is being organised by the team behind Stamp
Collector magazine and the allaboutstamps.co.uk website. It will be

launched on 9t July, 2020 at www.allaboutstamps.co.uk and will offer
PS a stamp market place, videos and guides, a virtual goody bag and a
one-page competition supported by the Association of British
VIRTIIAL FESTIVAL Philatelic Societies. The festival will run until 9+ August, 2020
Courtesy: Madhukar Jhingan
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ISC FORTNIGHTLY DISPLAY ZOOM MEETING

The third Fortnightly Virtual Zoom Display meeting of India Study Circle For Philately was held on
6th June 2020 at 8.00 pm to 10.00 pm IST. The following three presentations were done in the meeting.

1. “Aspects of reply postcards” by Chris Haines
2. “Outgoing Indian mail to Italy, 1854-1876” by Paul Allen
3. “Indore: traditional philately” by Sandeep Jaiswal

Chris Haines Paul Allen Sandeep Jaiswal Eric Winter Peter Webb

The fourth meeting was held on 20 June 2020 from 8.00 pm to 10.00 pm IST. The following two
presentations were done in the meeting.

1. “British India: Victorian stamps 1882 to 1902” by Eric Winter
2. “French Indian enclaves: pre-stamp mail, 1824-57” by Peter Webb

More than 80 people participated the meetings. Next (5th)meeting will be on 4w July, 2020.
FIRST ONLINE PHILATELIC EXHIBITION IN BANGLADESH

PHILEX-2020 is the first online stamp exhibition in Bangladesh,

PHILEX organised by the Bangladesh National Philatelic Association. The

2 2 regulations are based on the rules and regulations led by the Bangladesh
Philatelic Federation (BPF) for Philatelic Exhibitions in Bangladesh.

e Py P

Fobimsm el

Bonglodesh Motional All entries will be displayed on the Exhibition’s website and available for

e public viewing through online from anywhere in the world. Participation is
open to all stamp collectors from Bangladesh or any other countries. The
entrant must be the owner of the full exhibit items. All entries must scan in jpeg format with a minimum
resolution of 300dpi.

Exhibitors shall submit their entry forms via google forms https://forms.gle/gXnk8DgwjGqCdVPd8

which must be accompanied by an introductory title page and entry fees.

The entry fee may be paid through Bank Deposit/Electronic Transfer Account
Account Name: BANGLADESH NATIONAL PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION
Bank Name: Southeast Bank Limited

Branch: UTTARA

Account No: 001311100014342

SWIFT: SEBDBDDHUTT

There will be only two classes of exhibits: Non-competitive class and Competitive class

There is no fees for participants in Non-Competitive class and Youth Class. For One Frame Class
it will be Tk.500.00 for Bangladeshi participants or US $10 for foreign participants. For all other classes
the entry fee will be per frame Tk.300.00 for Bangladeshi participants or US $ 5 for foreign participants.
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Each exhibitor may submit a maximum of two entries. Non-competitive class is not subject to this
limitation.

Last date of submission of application : 10 July 2020
Last date of submission of exhibit scans : 23 July 2020
Exhibit on Display: 29 July 2020

Publication of results : 15 August 2020

For more details contact:
Aminul Haque Mallick : 01711183570

Morshed Hasan : 01674241495
Mohammed Monirul Islam : +61433132817

Email: nationalphilatelist@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/bnpal978/

Courtesy: Madhukar Jhingan

NEW SPECIAL CHARITY COVER ON COVID-19

India Post, Gujarat Circle has issued a special charity cover on 20th June, 2020. The price of the
cover is Rs.100 out of which Rs.75 will be donated to Chief Minister's relief fund.

It was released by Chief Minister of Gujarat Mr.Vijay Rupani at his residence in presence of 4
senior officers of Dept. of Posts, Markand Dave,President of Gujarat Philatelists' Association and Dipak
Dave, President of Kheda District Philatelic Association were invited as special guest.

Totally approx 25000 covers were booked in advance and some of Rs.18 Lacs were donated to
Chief Minister's relief fund.

The cover has a QR code which is introduced on any special cover of India Post for first time and
which responds to Govt. of India’'s Health Ministry's precaution video for COVID-19.

Mr. Dipak Dave FRPSL and Markand Dave presented India’s First Independent set of 3 stamps to
Mr.Vijay Rupani.

The philatelic community of Gujarat and India has very much welcomed the initiative of India Post
said Markand Dave FRPSL.

Courtesy: Ajay Kumar Mittal
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DESI PHILATELIC CLUB — A NEW WHATSAPP GROUP FOR YOUNGSTERS

Aditya Singh, a young energetic philatelist started a

new WhatsApp group for youngsters named The Desi
Philatelic Club. The aim of the group is to promote and
develop philately in youngsters and beginners. The

group discusses philately, promotes swapping/exchange
and letter/postcard writing etc. On 7 June 2020 they %uﬁ ,m‘..“t"um...‘,, = Mystery of M-
conducted a series of webinars by a panel of following | Comlemeraie: Kumbh  International Medah  Chilika Lagoon

young speakers on various subjects of philately.
The group has currently 25 members. There is no
membership fee. They are seeking new young members

who are fond of stamp collecting. Those who wish to join MMM Divyang Joshi  Mukund Mitial Neetushri Kabi
the group are requested to contact Mr.Aditya Singh | MESIEE j:;'x'rl;:;;ﬂ" Lyl s s
(Mobile N0.9044435490) Postage Stamps by IndinPost

FIRST WEBINAR BY LUCKNOW PHILATELIC SOCIETY

On 18 June 2020 the Lucknow Philatelic Society organised a National Webinar on the topic
"Popularisation of Philately during COVID-19

‘ 11 ' Q Pandemic and After" on Google Meet. Only 100
s 3 743 people were allowed to attend the meeting. The
-l | : -

following speakers presented the subject. The
Me. Markand Dave Mr. Aditya Asthana Mr. Aditya Singh N, Rajosh Sinha Weblnars Were attended by many bUddIng and young
e philatelists.

BHARATEXOTICS

OVER 5000+ VARIETIES OF
STAMPS AND ACCESSORIES
AVAILABLE NOW!

*Authorised dealer for PRINZ ACCESSORIES (south zone)
v

UPTO 5 % OFF
RECISTER NOW!

VISIT WEBSITE NOW!

www.bharatexotics.com

Philately
*T&C apply
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Master Pratik Bhandare

Philately, or the study and collection of postage stamps, as a hobby, is actually as old as stamps
themselves. Of course, stamps came before urge to collect them did. Like the most people who collect
stamps know, the first stamp was the Penny Black introduced by the British postal reformer Sir Rowland
Hill was issued in Great Britain on 1 May 1840. The stamp featured a profile of the English Queen
Victoria.

It was not long after that philately emerged as a serious hobby and area of study. Blame it on the
human nature to want to collect things, not many could resist the desire to collect these ‘tiny pieces of
paper’ that came in so many vibrant colours and shapes. As the number of stamp collectors continued
to grow, the first organizations for stamp collectors were started. The Royal Philatelic Society of
London, founded in 1869, is widely considered to be the oldest stamp collector organization in the
world.

Coming down to Goa, The Goa Philatelic and Numismatic Society (GPNS) was established on
27/12/1975 in Margao by senior Philatelists and numismatists Mr. V. R. Navelkar, Mr. Aurito Barreto,
Mr. Devidas Assoldekar and others. The society has its own constitution and is affiliated to Philatelic
Congress of India. Since inception, GPNS has organized many exhibitions namely Goapex 1977,
Goapex 1981, Goapex 1983, Goapex 1995, Goapex 2014 and Goapex 2019. GPNS had also paid a
humble homage to Mahatma Gandhi on his 150t Birth Anniversary. Being one of the youngest
members of GPNS | too have gained a lot of knowledge from senior members who have won numerous
accolades at national and even international level.

Special Cover on Postcrossing

One of the latest craze for stamp and postcard enthusiasts is Postcrossing which operates via its
website Postcrossing.com . The first step after you make a free account on the website is to request
to send a postcard, You get the address of a random member and a Postcard ID (e.g.: IN-12345). Pick
a postcard, write a friendly message, along with the Postcard ID and the address given and use some
nice stamps. Now all you need to do is mail the postcard on your nearest post-box or post office.
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When your postcard arrives, its recipient will register it using its Postcard ID. This will make you eligible
to receive a postcard from another member — and where your postcard will come from is a surprise!
You can have several postcards traveling at the same time. The more you send, the more you will
receive!

A commemorative stamp on Postcrossing

Postcrossing allows to send and receive from all over the world. From Arctic to Antarctic,
Postcrossing has nearly 790,000 members from more than 200 different countries! Postcrossing also
has its own forum which is always bustling with activity where you can connect with people across the
world and even arrange swaps to exchange other things like stamps, covers, postcards and even toys
and chocolate!

Even though Goa is one of the smallest states with less than a hundred postcrossers, the Goan
postcrossers have sent and received more than 11,000 postcards. Mr. Kaushik Dessai from Margao,
i )/ : a member of GPNS himself has sent and
received more than 2,600 postcards alone and
is the top postcrosser from Goa says,” | love
getting postcards as the whole world steps in
my post-box! It's such a beautiful experience.”
Mr. Ashlesh Kamat based in Curchorem has
sent and received more than 750 postcards
and is the dynamic secretory of GPNS. He has
also managed to take his collection to a
different height by arranging philatelic swaps
with people in different parts of the world.
Talking about me | came to know about
postcrossing from Ashlesh Kamat two years
ago. Since then | have received many different
postcards on many different themes such as
Harry Potter, Aeroplanes, view cards etc.

A picture postcard on Postcrossing

So be it a youngster or an old man reaching his late 80s, may it be a man or woman start
Postcrossing now !!!
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New Pictorial Cancellations
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A Philatelic Tribute to Goan Revolution Day
(18 June)

-

MR RamesH’Kumar

The men responsible for making 18th June, Goa Revolution Day an important one in history

18th June, Goa Revolution Day will forever be an important part of Goa’s history. On 18th June
1946 at Margao, Dr Ram Manohar Lohia, and Dr Julido Menezes started the civil disobedience
movement against Salazar's dictatorial regime. These two men were responsible for starting a
revolution that eventually got Goa her civil liberties that had been taken away. They lit the torch of
freedom from the Portuguese rule on 18th June 1946 at Margao which resulted in Goa’s liberation on
19th December 1961. But what do we really know about Dr Ram Manohar Lohia and Dr Julido
Menezes?

Dr Ram Manohar Lohia

> Dr Ram Manohar Lohia was born on 23 March 1910 in Akbarpur which
255&% eventually came to be Uttar Pradesh in North India. Born to a prosperous Vaishya
{ Y family, he was raised by his father from the age of two, after his mother died. He
studied in Bombay (how Mumbai), Varanasi, and Calcutta, finally ending up at
the prestigious Frederick William University (today’s Humboldt University of
Berlin, Germany. He was such an outstanding student that he received financial
aid studying National Economy as his major subject as a doctoral student from
1929 to 1933.

Dr Lohia, later on, became an activist for the Indian independence movement

and a socialist political leader. Towards the end of the British Raj, he worked with

the Congress Radio which was broadcast secretly from various places in Bombay until 1942. And

together with Dr Julido Menezes, he was instrumental in ensuring that Goa too got her freedom from
the dictator Salazar’s regime.

Dr Julido Menezes

While Dr Lohia wasn’t a Goan, he fought for Goa’s independence. But he wasn’t the only one. Not
much is heard or known about Dr Julido Menezes who was also an important part of Goa gaining
freedom from the Portuguese.

Hailing from Assolna in South Goa, this son of the soil played a major part in Goa Revolution Day.
He studied in Goa after which he went to Berlin in the 1920s and graduated in medicine. And Berlin
was where he met Dr Lohia who was the then secretary of the Union. It was a friendship that would
play a great part in Goa’s history.

When Dr Menezes returned to Goa, he worked with the Clube de Assolna and tried spreading
rationalist thinking and nationalist activities. But Goa was not ready for it, and he faced a lot of
opposition. He then moved to Bombay in 1939 and founded the Gomantak Praja Mandal. Dr Menezes
also started a bilingual weekly Gomantak (Konkani and English) in 1942.

Through it all, he and Dr Lohia stayed in contact and he even invited Dr Lohia to his home in
Assolna to rest after a medical examination he performed on the former. Accepting the invitation, Dr
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Lohia came to Goa in 1946. It was during the visit that the two sat and discussed Goa’s situation and
made plans to turn things around.

Planning the civil disobedience movement

While recuperating at Dr Menezes’s home, the two men made their plans to start the civil
disobedience movement in Goa. They started with going against the ban on public meetings imposed
by the Portuguese regime. It would be the first time anyone had started such a movement while the
Portuguese ruled Goa. When people sharing the same sentiments came to know Dr Lohia was in Goa,
Menezes’s home was visited non-stop by people wanting to meet the two men.

In what was possibly the first public meeting, on June 15th, 1946, both gentlemen addressed a
crowd in Panjim. While police were stationed at the meeting, they did not intervene or stop the
gathering. Carried by this success, Drs. Lohia and Menezes then held one in Margao on the 18th of
June, which would later become Goa Revolution Day. They were greeted by thousands, shouting, “Dr
Lohia-ki Jai! Dr Julido Menezes-ki-Jai!”. This time, however, the authorities did intervene and both were
arrested and imprisoned at the Panjim jail. The people had developed the courage to see things
through

But the people that had gathered for the meeting had been given a taste of what could be. They
refused to back down and the police could not get them to disperse nor to stop chanting slogans
demanding the release of the two men.

Ultimately, both men were released that day but Dr Lohia was taken out of Goa and set free. Dr
Menezes went back to Bombay and continued to make waves through his newspaper. He also
published a book — Goa’s Freedom Struggle (1947).

And it is thanks to them that 18th June became known as Goa Revolution Day and Goa finally
regained her civil liberties. Yet, there is still no mention of Dr Julido Menezes today even though it can
be said that the freedom movement began at his residence in Assolna.

Local resistance to Portuguese rule

Resistance to Portuguese rule in Goa in the 20th century was pioneered by
Tristdo de Braganca Cunha, a French-educated Goan engineer who founded the
Goa Congress Committee in Portuguese India in 1928. Cunha released a
booklet called 'Four Hundred Years of Foreign Rule', and a pamphlet,
'‘Denationalisation of Goa', intended to sensitize Goans to the oppression of
Portuguese rule. Messages of solidarity were received by the Goa Congress
Committee from leading figures in the Indian independence movement including
Rajendra Prasad, Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhas Chandra Bose. On 12 October
1938, Cunha with other members of the Goa Congress Committee met Subhas

DR. TRISTAO BRAGANZA CUNHA

Chandra Bose, the President of the Indian National Congress, and on his advice, ™

opened a Branch Office of the Goa Congress Committee at 21, Dalal Street, Bombay. The Goa
Congress was also made affiliate to the Indian National Congress and Cunha was selected as its first
President.

In June 1946, Ram Manohar Lohia, an Indian Socialist leader, entered Goa on a
visit to his friend, Julido Menezes, a nationalist leader, who had founded the Gomantak
Praja Mandal in Bombay and edited the weekly newspaper Gomantak. Cunha and other
leaders were also with him. Ram Manohar Lohia advocated the use of non-violent
Gandhian techniques to oppose the government. On 18 June 1946, the Portuguese
government disrupted a protest against the suspension of civil liberties in Panaji (then
spelt Panjlm) organised by Lohia, Cunha and others including Purushottam Kakodkar and Laxmikant
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Bhembre in defiance of a ban on public gatherings, and arrested them. There were intermittent mass
demonstrations from June to November.

Ram Manohar Lohia FDC issued on 28.3.97

Tristdo de Bragancga Cunha (2 April 1891 — 26 September 1958), alternatively spelled as Tristao
de Braganza Cunha, was a prominent Indian nationalist and anti-colonial activist from Goa (then part
of Portuguese India). He is popularly known as the "Father of Goan nationalism”, and was the organiser
of the first movement to end Portuguese rule in Goa.

Cunha was born on 2 April 1891 in the village Chandor in Goa. He hailed from Cuelim, Cansaulim.
He completed his school education in Panjim and then went to Pondicherry to French College for his
B.A. and then to Paris. There he studied at the Sorbonne University and obtained a degree in electrical
engineering. In Paris, Cunha entered the circle of Romain Rolland and helped publicise the Indian
independence movement generally, and the case of Portuguese India in particular, in the French-
language press.

Cunha returned to Goa in 1926 and he set up the Comissao do Congresso de Goa (Goa Congress
Committee) in Goa in 1928 to organise the Goan intelligentsia against Portuguese colonial rule.
Pressured by Portuguese authorities, Cunha transferred operations to Bombay and in 1938, affiliated
his organisation with the Indian National Congress. He continued publicising the Goan case in a stream
of articles and books, denouncing Portuguese rule. Among his publications were booklets Four
Hundred Years of Foreign Rule and The Denationalisation of Goans (1944). Cunha was an advocate
of Goan identification, political as well as cultural, with greater India.

In 1946, Cunha could not be contacted in those good old days. Communication was poor, to say
the least. T B Cunha came to know about the "unrest" in Margao and came to the city the next day.
Ram Manohar Lohia had addressed what was arguably the first and largest mass gathering yet, setting
in motion the Goa liberation movement on the previous day. Cunha was arrested by the Portuguese
authorities. He was kept in dark damp cell at Fort Aguada. He was the first civilian to be tried by a
military tribunal. He was court martialed and sentenced to eight years imprisonment. He was deported
to the Peniche prison in Portugal.

After his release from Portugal in 1954, Cunha returned to Bombay. Cunha formed and headed the
Goa Action Committee, to help co-ordinate the numerous Goan organisations that had emerged by
this time. He published a newspaper called "Free Goa".

He died on 26 September 1958, Loknayak Jaiprakash Narayan was one of the pallbearers. The
Government of India issued a postage stamp in his honor.
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Unique Floating Post Office of the World

Kumar Biswas
Noida, UP

People visit post offices for variety of purposes - starting from sending letters or parcels to meeting
various savings and banking needs. In most of the places, people simply walk across the road to the
post office. Interestingly, there is one post office in India, which is not on a lane or in the midst of a
busy commercial locality, but actually functioning from a boat in a lake. It is not an ordinary post office.
The post office is on a houseboat, floating on the aquamarine water of Dal Lake of Srinagar in the state
of Jammu & Kashmir, India.

Beauty of Dal Lake, nestled in the lap of Himalaya has attracted tourists since ages. In fact, Dal
Lake along with its shikhara was featured in Indian postage stamp issued on 15t March 1967 and 23rd
January 1978. The first stamp was issued as definitive stamp with a denomination of Rs.2/- under
fourth definitive series and the second one was issued as commemorative in connection with 27t
Pacific Area Travel Association Conference, New Delhi, valued at Re.1/-
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Stamps issued by India Post

The postal service is an integral part of thriving tourism, both domestic and international, in the
state. On 22 August 2011, a post office was inaugurated in Srinagar, Kashmir by Sachin Pilot, Minister
of State for Communications & Information Technology (IT), and Omar Abdullah, Chief Minister of
Jammu & Kashmir, and was presided over by Dr. Farooq Abdullah, Minister for New and Renewable
Energy. The function was graced by Nawang Rigzin Jora, Minister for Tourism; Nasir Aslam Wani,
Minister of State for Tourism and John Samuel, Chief Post Master General (CPMG), Jammu and
Kashmir Circle. There was Nehru Park Post Office at Dal Lake since British era. It was the brain child
of John Samuel, the then CPMG to reposition that heritage post office and rename as Floating Post
Office.

In the bygone era, in Dal Lake, mails were delivered and collected from shikharas through small
boat. Presently, since the floating post office is already there, it is happening other way round - people
visit it to meet their needs. The post office can be reached by walking through the boulevard alongside
the houseboat and climbing a few steps on wooden ladder.

It has been set on an intricately carved huge house boat, floating on the placid water of Dal Lake,
at the backdrop of picturesque snow clad Pir Panjal mountain range. The boat has been moored on
the western side (in between Ghat no. 14 and 15) of the Dal Lake, floating majestically on turquoise
waters. India Post is paying a monthly hire charge Rs.30,000/- for the houseboat.
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The post office was established keeping in mind the growing need of postal services by the tourists
flocking in this picturesque town of natural beauty. It provides both of postal services as well as banking
services to locals and tourists. The Post Office ‘complex’, other than a post office, comprises a
Philatelic Museum and one exclusive Philatelic shop. The post office room has intricate hand-crafted
lattice wood-craft, in local parlance known as Khatam-bhand, meaning several polygons closed by
joining together using wooden beads.
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Special Cover on Floating Post Office

The shop sales stamps, first day covers, special covers issued in Jammu and Kashmir, picture post
cards, greeting cards, local souvenir items, stationary, even Saffron (Jafran) and several books on
Kashmir. The history of the post office was displayed at the museum. However, the museum is
presently closed.

One of the objectives of setting the post office at Dal Lake was to promote tourism and focus
Kashmir as an attractive tourist destination, across the globe. For that purpose, what can be better way
than putting a Permanent Pictorial Cancellation on letters posted at this post office?

In the postal term, cancellation is a round shaped (normally) postal marking put on the letter or
stamp, to indicate that it has been used by the post. A postmark contains date, time (sometimes) and
the location of the post office through which it has been processed.

Other than regular cancellation, there are broadly two types of special cancellations done by the
postal authorities of different countries. They are - commemorative and permanent (so non-
commemorative) cancellations. The cancellation used for First Day Covers and Special Covers for
commemorating an event, occasion, personality etc., for a fixed and limited duration, are examples of
commemorative cancellations.

Another type which is used for a fairly long period, spanning several years, hence termed
permanent, depicts places of tourist interest, historical importance, religious significance, cultural
relevance etc. Popularly, they are called Permanent Pictorial Cancellation. They are provided by the
post offices located at or near the place which features in the cancellation.

In India, Permanent Pictorial Cancellation was introduced sometime in 1950s and subsequent
batch on 01 Jan 1965. Some of them were Sanchi Vihara (30 Nov 1952 and 13 May 1965), Qutab
Minar (10 Nov 1954, 12 Oct 1955 and 29 Nov 1960). Besides India, such Permanent Pictorial
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Cancellation are being applied by post offices at Canada, China, Taiwan, UK and many other countries.
The designs of such cancellations are very unique and attractive. After all, the main objective is to
create awareness and promote the tourist destination.

For promoting tourism at Floating Post Office of Dal Lake, a Permanent Pictorial Cancellation was
introduced during its inauguration. It depicts a famous shikhara (boats made of Deodar wood which

does not decay with water) of Dal Lake on the water, complete with the rowing boatman at the rear of
the boat. What gondolas are to Venice, shikharas are to Kashmir.
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Permanent Pictorial cancellation of Nehru Park, Dal Lake, Srinagar

The letters going through this unique floating post office of India, carry the special seal with an open
invitation to this spectacular beauty of Dal Lake, the unforgettable icon of Kashmir.

In the early morning, the famous and unique floating market does brisk business on the water of
Dal Lake. Afterwards, traders row their boats to the floating post office for doing banking transactions.
As the day progresses, tourists on board shikharas, head for the floating post office, some for their
postal needs and rest out of curiosity. During peak tourist season, when enough footfalls are
encountered, entry has to be restricted keeping in mind the load bearing capacity of the post office or
to be precise that of houseboat. Interesting to note that when tourist season reaches its peak, in order
to handle traffic, it remains open on Sundays also.

The 'journey’ of the boat on the turquoise water of Dal Lake was not free from ripples. In Sept 2014,
there was massive flood in Jammu and Kashmir which was worst flood in more than a century.
Overflowing water of Jhelum river, caused by incessant rain, gushed into the city. The quiet water of
the lake became furious and turbulent. In the heavy deluge, the boat was tossed like a paper-boat.
Civil administration had to extend hand to save this heritage post office. The houseboat was taken to
safer corner, anchored securely and was brought back to its original position, after the fury of nature
subsided.

Whenever you visit Srinagar, please keep some time to drop in at this floating post office. Also
please don’t forget to post a few letters from there to your near and dear ones, which will make nice
memorable souvenirs from the only floating post office of the world.

20 Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol lll, Issue No.53/July, 2020



K f
Well known philatelist Mr. Anil
Kumar Pujara passed away on
8th June 2020 night at his
residence at Gurgaon after
severe heart attack. He was 62
years of age. He was retired
from the services of Union Bank
of India. His specialized
collections were Joint issues,
FDC of M/sheets, Great Britain
etc. He was also a Philatelic
writer and was regularly
contributing his articles in

OBITUARY

Commodore Anil Kumar Dhir,
80 years, passed away on 8th
June in Noida, Uttar Pradesh.
Commodore Dhir was an
Electrical Officer from
Submarines and was part of the
commissioning crew of INS
Vela and INS Kursura. He was
an avid philatelist and had
designed the stamp on the
occasion of 250th Anniversary
of Naval Dockyard Bombay in
1986.

Narendra Kumar, an avid
philatelist, philatelic author and
publisher, and also a well-
known Photographer, Painter,
Astrologer and Spiritual Guide
and Healer passed away on
17t June 2020. He designed
and produced unmatched Year
Books for Indian Stamps from
2006 onward, Albums for Indian
stamps, Miniature Sheets, and
Sheetlets. He also designed
and produced First Day Covers

for all miniature sheets, and
created several Special Covers,
Special Postmarks, and
Postcards,

different blogs.

Our heartfelt condolences. May their souls rest in peace

Knowledge Bank

Frugal Philately
Experimental Guidelines for Frugal Philately

"Frugal Philately Class" is a new exhibition class which concentrates on the criteria of treatment,
importance, knowledge, research and condition. There are limiting criteria with respect to the value of
items included. The purpose is to provide an opportunity for collectors to display interesting items and
enhance their philatelic skills rather than blunt their cheque books. The availability of such a class will
encourage those who are put off exhibiting by the alleged high cost of items needed to compete in the
normal classes. It will be purely a national class. The chances of attaining international recognition
should be considered remote. Because of the limiting nature of the rules, it is proposed that certificates
rather than medals be awarded, but that they be based on the same points spread as other national
classes.

Entry Size

Restricted to three to five frames (less would be unrepresentative of the subject: More would suggest
an ability to enter a normal class.)
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Entry Class
No restriction as to philatelic class, except for Youth and Literature.
Special Conditions

The wholesale value of the exhibit should not exceed $1,000 (equal to $200 per frame or $12.50 per
sheet). If the wholesale value exceeds $1,000 in total, then penalties will apply, as shown under the
sub-heading “Reconciliation” below.

Judging

To be carried out in two stages. Note: The results of each stage will not be revealed to the judging
teams until both stages are complete.

First Stage: The entries will be judged by the relevant philatelic class judging team, using all the normal
criteria.

Second Stage: The exhibit will be assessed as to its wholesale value. This judging being carried out
by a team of three judges, well versed in philatelic valuations and, normally drawn from the philatelic
trade, particularly APTA, with at least five years standing. The results of this phase will be to provide a
dollar figure of wholesale market value. Judges will assess the normal market value rather than any
enhanced value accruing to the exhibit because of the skills of the exhibitor. This valuation will be
available to the exhibitor.

Reconciliation

There will only need to be a reconciliation where the adjudged wholesale value exceeds $1,000.00.
The reconciliation will be in the form of points deducted from the philatelic score on the following scale:
$1 - $60 - loss of one point for each $20.00 or part thereof;

$61 - $200 - loss of one point for each $10.00 or part thereof;

$201 upwards - loss of one point for each $5.00 or part thereof.

More Information

The APF Coordinator appointed to promote and assist persons interested in exhibiting Frugal philately
is lan McMahon, P.O Box 891, Jamison Centre, ACT, 2614,

email: _mcmahon@yahoo.com

ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION

Thiruvananthapuram
(Affiliated to Philatelic Congress of India)

Membership Information

Life Membership Rs.1500-00 Annual Membership Rs.250-00
Juniors (below 18 yrs) Rs.750-00 Juniors (below 18 yrs) Rs.125-00

Admission Fee Rs.50-00
For details contact: 09387801948
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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200 Years of the Agri-Horticultural Society of India
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H N Ananthkumar
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“MURGOD : 24 Jun 2019

150t Birth Anniversary -Shri Shri Mahant Kitturu Utsav
Shivayogi Swamiji

COIMBATORE : 24 Jan 2020
Republic of India’s 1st Coin “One Pice” (Phila Numismatic Cover)

COIMBATORE : 08 Mar 2020
International Women’s Day (Phila Numismatic Cover)

COIMBATORE : 21 Mar 2020
International Day of Forests (Phila Numismatic Cover)

MUMBAI : 28 Dec 2019 . MUMBAI : 19 Sep 2019
50 Years of Tarapur Atomic Power Station Maharashtra Vidhan Sabha Election 2019
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VISAKHAPATNAM : 24 Sep 2019 CHITTORGARH : 24 Nov 2019
Naval Armament Depot Shri Sanwaliya Ji Temple, Mandphiya

D it

| | , ~.....:..‘§
z'\\ y.‘

Miflans 1omr OwTvendame
=y

¢ S —
ok A
I N .-y

!

CHITTORGARH : 27 Nov 2019
Rana Kumbha Palace, Chittorgarh Fort

SPECIAL & SLOGAN CANCELLATIONS ON COVID-19

BALANGIRH O COIMBATORE

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol 1ll, Issue No.53/July, 2020 27



o

CESKA

7 g
CARRY US THROUGH

}' 'H‘:II?:)\' ]‘x

WORK _

WiLL
000000 3

CARRY US THROUGH

FAITH @

wie

R KU
wma

SLE OF
A AN 2030 1"

COMMUNITY
wiLL

E b
CARRY US THROUGH

& L., Large

CARE ,

WiLL .

™
-

CARAY US THROUGH
2 ISLE OF "

MAM 203G

New Issues from Other Countries

CARRY US THROUGH

1§ Or
[ MAN 2030 1"

SCIENCE !
WiLL - =

CARRY US THROUGM
¥ UL ROW

REPUBLIKA

.........

Oman Faces Corona

Covid-19

COVID19 — New Stamps

QQ._.....

Ugjas aalgiloe
19 -2a1005

28

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol lll, Issue No.53/July 2020




ll......-.lll'Dl..ll..l..}.'ll.ll..ll..lll.l*.l.l.-

HYMA'XXI BEKA

o~

COBMOMAR KAPAHTHH |
SEPETN CESR . POSSSON N BAMIWOAX |

MAHHR m25

iq..00.00.l....'o.oo.-o..{a'..c-no.o.o.......’o'.‘.l

HE BAR NOTHBHYTH § 3

T R L T T T

MAHHFI mzs

.
T Y b AL R R T

HE AAR NOTHBEYTH SEMSENECTEY |
) Am

L I R I I N

L )

.

.-.--:uo.-oc-.--ooo-----o:to--ooo--ooo----no-

4 YYMA XXI BEKA

.‘ooo:lu.ool-o---.oolooolk--lo-.o.o-.coloo.l LR
.

T N
LR ™ T

YYMA XXI BEKA

COBNIOAANA KAPAHTHH !
BEPEMM CEBA , POHBIX M BAM3KHX !

LA AR R A R R R A R R R R R R RN

Am\uml m.25 wno
ceses :......................... .......... soassses R S R L P ST
.ojb-oaoooo;-oooo-.ooo-ooosooo-oo.o-o-ooo-oc-oooooiooooooooooootooo-ooooot ese

...I..‘...'............,....................;.

(A A A LR R L R A A L R R R R R R R R R R )

(AL R A R R R R R R R R R R L RN N]

....O....l.........}.......l..........

L
L
-

......’..'..'............

hosses

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol lll, Issue No.53/July, 2020

29



ll.?“.‘...l..ll..0.'..‘.

] YMAJKXI-BEKA
el p (

I

o

COBNIONAN HAPAHTH H

EPEI CEGR . PORHBIX W BAMIKHX |

. - .
. . .
. . .
B . .
. M .
L T T T E T
- . .
-0 . .
. . .
- . .
. - e
. . .
. . .
. - b
. . .
. - .
- . .
. . .
. . .
. . by
. . .
. . .
B . b
. . e
) -.cnoonto---coooouo.-oﬁoounoooo-oooooo.ooo.o'.} .

E -;.5-o-oc----o-o-...-n-oo-o:oooooooo_ooooo.oooooonoo:---n-.--.o.o-.o-..-.oo-:oo.

: R UYMA XXI BEKA e e : i

: : N : : 1

I..s............ : E E 5

. Bl COBNIOIAR KAR . S :

. Bl scperv cesa . pondie N E - :
:—- :oooolooooouoc--ooncocoo}uoooo-tnooc....o.co-u-ﬁo.n-o--oo-.-oo.tooooooc:’oo

¢ e AT AT . *r:';"-m"m-: A T :

...;.‘....'............... ............‘...‘oo-ocoooo-oooonooooconn-o:-oaoo.oooo.oo‘c-ooo!oo.o-

re e

YYMA XXI

.
COBJIO AW KAPAHTHH !

BEPEMM CEBA . POAHBIX M BIM3KHX 1

}oooooooonooooooo cesend

LA AL R R R LR R R L ESE D]

LR Y N T

- X
u.ooo..ooooooooooololtooﬁoolo.oo.o-.o.l.!o.‘ooooco

'o.oo'.ooo.n.o.otoo-o.".o LR R R T

Courtesy: Dr. Jayaprakash, Pradip Jain,
Jugunu Kaul, Joseph D’ Coutho
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Other Stamps

ROMANIA GREAT BRITAIN

Squirrels Roman Britain

ROMANIA i i Aniffithestr yog Nghser bsca, Caerllion th(hn!tr he Imd
X : We

Amphitheatre st lsc Fortruss Caerloon at displays of Roman horvensanship

Issue Date 10.06.2020

LATVIA

Birds
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Bridgeness distance slab

-
>
L
*
.
-
0
i
.
3
z
.
.
»
»
Records the building o the Antorine Wall §

Warrior god, umhnd;,uhlrc
Romano-British copper-alloy statu

Issue Date 18.06.2020

Issue Date 19.06.2020

Courtesy: Wopa+
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TELEGRAM -
SEVEN YEARS SINCE
EXITINCTION

In India the telegrame service was
started in 1850 by the Department of
Posts and Telegraphs. This service was
shut down by BSNL, the then service
provider, on 15 July, 2013 due to the
reason limited use as the alternate
communication methods like email, SMS,
Whatsap etc. were maximised.
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A Telegram and its Envelope

Acknowledgement:

Rainbow Stamp News: Vol. XIll. No.150 (June 2020)
Deccan Philatelist: Vol.20 Issue 1/2020

The Hyderabad Philatelists: Vol. 58 No.05 (May 2020)
Signet: Vol.42 No.3 (October-December, 2019)
Vadophil: N0.161-162 (Jan-April 2020)

Journal of TAPS Vol.18, 1&2 (May 2020)

Forthcoming Issues of India

P V Narasimha Rao, Aquaculture, Boats of India

isclai

This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among
philatelists, free of cost. The contents of this bulletin
are based on the information obtained from reliable

sources. Maximum care has been taken to ensure
the accuracy of the contents, however we give no
guarantee on reliability or completeness of the
information.

Philatelic Links

www.indianairmails.com
www.bharatexotics.com
http://timbrophily.com
www.philamart.com
www.collectorbazar.com
www.stampsofindia.com
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com
www.indianstampghar.com
www.indianphilately.net
www.exponet.info
www.stangib.com
www.indiapost.gov.in
www.philamirror.info
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com
www.indiastudycircle.org
www.sipa.org.in
www.philcent.com
www.vadophil.org
www.indianphilatelics.com
www.mintageworld.com
https://dharaastamps.co.in
www.samsshopping.com”
www.worldwide-mint.com
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/

Articles are invited from readers with illustrations
to be published in this bulletin. Please send your
write ups in MS Word only, to our email ID:

apa.tvpm@gmail.com. News and philatelic activities

in your locality are also welcome. Philatelic Clubs
and Associations may send their brief reports on day
to day activities.

Editor

Published by R K Rajasekharan
President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association,
TC-38/226, Chenthitta, Choorakkattupalayam,

Chalai P O, Thiruvananthapuram-695036
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