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Editorial [J&Y

Dear Friends,

It is learnt that in the last week of August, most of
the philatelists in the country were busy with their
philatelic activities such as attending webinars
conducted by different organisations, preparing
exhibits for virtual exhibitions etc. India's first
National Virtual Philatelic Exhibition PHILAVIRTU-
2020 is going to be conducted by International
Collectors' Society of Rare Items, Pune, under the
patronage of Philatelic Congress of India during 10 to
18 October 2020. Many collectors who were held up at
their homes during the past six months due to the
Covid-19 got an enthusiasm after announcing this
virtual exhibition. The motto of this exhibition is “Taking
philatelic exhibition into the next generation”. It is true
that virtual philatelic exhibitions will take prominent
positions in the future considering it has many merits
and some demerits. Meanwhile | wish to appreciate the
decision of PHILAVIRTU-2020 organisers to reduce
the participation fees to some extent after many
complaints received from the philatelists.

Last month we lost two eminent philatelists, Shri.
Dhiruhai Mehta and Shri. Balakrishna Das. Both of
them have suffered a lot in promoting philately in
India. We regret expressing our condolences to their
surviving family.

Be safe and Happy Collecting.

Mohanachandran Nair
Mobile:9387801948
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Readers’ Column

Dear Editor,

Thank you very much for the article: STAMPS OF
FEUDATORY STATES OF INDIA: by Swarup Basu on
page 3.

It will be an interesting series of articles of many
such Princely States. Sometime back, | read an article
about Morvi (Morbi) in Gujarat state, in your bulletin or
Rainbow Stamp News, that was informative. While
many foreigners wrote about these Princely States but
historically by an Indian Eye will be more authentic.

I enjoyed reading all issues and my heartfelt sincere
thanks to you, all writers, and others.

May | request for a section on "Errors & Omissions"
on philatelic materials? In the past, mistakes were
noticed not only on stamps but also in the related
materials. | don't if there is a catalogue of such items
and/or sections in magazines.

With best wishes and kind regards.

Prakash Mody,
Toronto, Canada.

Extremely informative and valuable, any hardcopy
available?

Debjyoti Dolui

doluidebjyoti2010@yahoo.com

Sorry Sir, No hardcopy available — Editor

Dear Sir,

Thanks for the mail and the Ilatestissue of

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin.

As usual, the issue is full of interesting philatelic
information. Photograph of Mug with Tiger stamps was
a pleasant surprise. Articleon  "Stamps on
Feudatory States" by Swarup Basu was informative.
Kindly convey my regards to him.......

Best regards,

Mohan Vaze
Vadodara

Dear Reader,

Your feedback is most valuable to us. We invite
your views, thoughts and suggestions regarding

this E-bulletin. Please send your valued feedback
to: apa.tvpm@gmail.com

Editor
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New Indian Issues

‘@

Terracotta Temples of

2 stamps of Rs.12.00 each
5 stamps of Rs.5.00 each

Issued on 08.08.2020

India

®
UNESCO

World Heritage Sites
in India-lll

5 stamps of Rs.5.00
each
Miniature Sheet
Rs.25.00

Issued on 15.08.20
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Didarganj Yakshi

Kumar Biswas
Noida, UP

Qadam-I-Rasul has a very significant meaning. Qadam or Kadam stands for feet and Rasul is the
Prophet. Thus, Qadam-I-Rasul means foot or footprint of the Prophet. It is said that one very pious
person named Syed Shah Muhammad Noor Nagsh had brought the imprint of footprint of Prophet from
holy Mecca. This has been preserved since ages at a mosque and logically the mosque is called
Qadam-I-Rasul mosque. It is located at Didarganj of Patna, Bihar on the bank of river Ganges. People
throng the mosque to have a look at the holy footprint, kept in the alcove or self on the western part.
The flow of religious minded persons to the mosque and to the locality for pilgrimage varied from time
to time.

But on 18 Oct 1917, suddenly there was brisk activity in the nearby area of the mosque with many
people converging in. On the north-eastern side of the mosque, local villagers dug out a full-length
stone figurine of a beautiful lady. It was found out by chance.

It was full size statue of a beautiful lady standing on a pedestal. The height of the pedestal was one
foot and seven and half inches. The length and breadth of the square pedestal was one foot and eight
inches. The height of the statue alone was five feet and two
inches. The statue was complete in all respect. She was
holding a chauri in her right hand and left hand was broken.
It was curved out of a single piece of Chunar Sandstone. The
structure was self-supporting. Once cleaned, the polished |
stone doll gleamed under the beaming sun rays.

Since it was found at Didarganj, it was named Didargan;
Yakshi. As the lady was carrying a Chauri or flywhisk or |¥
Chamar (used for puja, worship etc), it was given a tag of "§
‘Didarganj Yakshi Chauri Bearer. Chauri is said to be
. originally made with the tuft of hairs from the tails of Chauri
Gai (cows). These cows are found in the Himalayan region
of Nepal and Tibet.

Let us look back in the history of that area. The area
which we know as Patna was erstwhile Pataliputra.
Megasthenes, the Greek explorer and historian had visited
(302 -288 BC) Pataliputra during the reign of Chandragupta | &
Maurya (322-297 BCE) who was the founder of Maurya |
Empire and Pataliputra was its capital. =

Front View Back View

Megasthenes had praised the architecture and beauty of palace of the emperor. According to him
it was comparable with the magnificent architectures of Persian capital. His son - Dionysius, had visited
Patliputra when one of the most powerful emperors of ancient India - Ashoka the Great, the grandson
of Chadragupta was ruling the empire. They had noted and it was well established that during Maurya
era stone masonry had excelled.
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Archaeologists have identified the Didarganj Yakshi Chauri Bearer statue with Mauryan era with
estimated Mauryan period (300 - 200 BC). The glittering lady speaks a volume about the skills of stone
polishing of the artisans of the bygone era.

The description of the stone beauty needs some choicest vocabulary. The lady has a well-
proportioned body and is holding the chauri in her right hand. Since the left hand is broken and could
not be traced, nobody knows that what she was holding in her left hand. The damage on the left side
indicates that the there was some attachment.

She is eternally standing in a very graceful pose. She possesses round face with sharp lips and
fleshy cheeks. In the neck, a necklace is dangling which has passed down below well-developed pair
of heavy spherical breasts. Though the beads of the necklace are clearly visible, the locket part is
broken. Jewelry is adoring every part of her anatomy, from head to toe, barring bare slim waist. She
has ornaments over her head as well as below her waistline. She has bangles in her arm which is
holding the chauri. The lines of chauri has continued till her back. Hairs have been neatly knotted in
the back but the forelock cannot be missed. Ghungroos are tied to her feet. Each fold of 'cloths' gives
an impression of transparency and delicate chisel work. Cloths are held in place with designer
ornaments. The nose is broken but that is different story for which we shall come back.

According to Hindu mythology, in the heaven certain sects which are
lesser than the Gods and Goddesses. Some of them are Gandharva
(singer), Yaksha and Yakshi, Kinnara (musician) etc. Yaksha and Yakshi
are empowered to protect Lord Indra and wealth. Yakshi or Yakshini is the
feminine counterpart of Yaksha. Both are lesser divine.

Now the story of the broken nose of the Yakshi. It was recorded that at
the time of discovery, barring the right hand, the statue was intact. During
one of the ‘Festival of India’, held at USA (Smithsonian Institution and the
National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.), this rare piece of art, probably
most beautiful and oldest surviving female figure on the earth, was send
for display purpose. It was unfortunate that during the transit, the idol got
—— ———— damaged and nose broke!

Postage Stamp

After burning their fingers, authorities realized the seriousness of irreparable damage done to the
rarest of the rare archaeological artifact. Subsequently, a decision was taken by the competent
authority that in future this statue will not be participating in
any of the overseas exhibition (Source: Wikipedia). It has
been kept at Patna Museum, where it was shifted after
discovery from the excavation site by Prof. J N Samaddar,
the renowned archaeologist.

IHSHVA (NVOHVOIO 21z ISle21lD

yrvdTa WATAE FESTIVAL OF INDIA
(1)
' o, -

Visitors get awestruck to see the beauty of the marveling
piece. Some try to imagine the skill and perfection of the
sculpture. Others imagine the mortal look of the beautiful
lady whom the sculpture has turned into stone.

A postage stamp of Re.1.00 was issued by India Post on
13 June 1985. In order to spread the awareness about this
timeless beauty in stone and rich cultural heritage of ancient
India, a Permanent Pictorial Cancellation of Didargani
Yakshi was introduced by India Post. It is available at | SRsH44R x5 Donotwiteorprint below s e
General Post Office (GPO), Patna, Bihar, India.

= PIN

Permanent Pictorial Cancellation
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News in Brief
ISC FORTNIGHTLY DISPLAY ZOOM MEETINGS
The Seventh Fortnightly Virtual Zoom Display meeting of India Study Circle For Philately was held

on 1st August 2020 at 8.00 pm to 10.00 pm IST. The following three presentations were done in the
meeting by the respective speakers.

The first issue of Hyderabad

David Bradley
Time:20:05 ta20:45 IST

1854 2 annas on One Ana wmk paper

Markand Dave
Time: 20:45t021:20 IST

Tanjore District Post
Cliff Gregory
Time:21:20t022:00IST

ol
ARER
iyt
= .

The Eighth Fortnightly Virtual Zoom Display meeting was held on 15th August 2020 at 8.00 pm to
10.00 pm IST. The following short presentations were done in the meeting by the respective speakers.

. Abhished Bhuwalka: Concessional Letters of Army

. Michael Siverns: Mount Everest Expedition 1933

. Ram Nagarajan: Remembering the Stalwarts

. Ravi Vora: Morbi State-The First postage due stamps & cancels. A mystery?
. Kishore Yalamnchili: Gandhi Around the World

.Jimmy Kapadia: Selected cancellations of Aden

OO WNPE

The Ninth Fortnightly Virtual Zoom Display meeting was held on 29th August 2020 at 8.00 pm to
10.00 pm IST. The following presentations were done in the meeting by the respective speakers.

1. Samik Nandi: Europeans in Bengal
2. Eric Scherer: The struggle for dominance: The French and British in India in the 18/19tn
Century
3. Srinivas Parva: The stamps of Bhor
Nearly 50 people from different parts of the world participated in each meeting.
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RATIONALISATION OF PHILATELIC BUREAUS

Department of Posts, India, discontinued the following ten Philatelic Bureaus with effect from 24
August, 2020, due to poor performance based on number of PD accounts and sales. The existing PD
accounts in the closed bureaus will transfer to the another suitable philatelic bureaus before 8t of
September, 2020.

The closed ten philatelic bureaus are: Tirupati Head Post Office, Silchar Head Post Office, Delhi
GPO, Krishna Nagar Head Post Office, New Delhi GPO, Dharamsala Head Post Office, Ludhiana Head
Post Office, Patiala Head Post Office and Udaipur Shastri Circle SO

The above mentioned philatelic bureaus may continue to function as Philatelic Counters.

FIP SEMINARS ON POSTAL HISTORY

The Federation of International de Philately (FIP), Postal History Commission has put together a

programme of five on-line seminars on the theme of: The importance of “......... in postal history
exhibiting.

The first programme was held on 16th August 2020 at 5.30 pm in India. The topic was “Rarity and
Condition in Postal History” presented by Henrik Mouritsen. More than150 people participated in this
webinar.

The next programme is as follows:
Sep 06 ‘Presentation’ by Chris King
Sep 20 ‘Treatment’ by Dan Walker
Oct 04 ‘Importance’ by Henrik Mouritsen
Oct 18 ‘Knowledge and Research’ by Andrew Cheung

To register, please send an e-mail to Andrew Cheung (Secretary of the FIP Postal History
Commission) at amtc911@yahoo.com.hk

PHILAVIRTU-2020

International Collectors’ Society of Rare ltems, Pune is organising a
PH| LAVI RTU virtual National Stamp Exhibition titted PHILAVIRTU-2020, under the
patronage of Philatelic Congress of India. The exhibition is available to see
online at www.philavirtu.com from 10 to 18 October, 2020. In connection
with the exhibition a souvenir in PDF format and a Special Cover and Cancellation will release. The
exhibition also provide for dealers to display their profile and items for sale.

Participation in this virtual exhibition is open to all philatelists. There will be three class of exhibits.
1. Invitee Class, 2. Court of Honour and 3. Competitive Class. All competitive class will judged as per
the FIP rules and regulations and Special Regulations of PHILAVIRTU-2020. In competitive class
there will be a total of about 1000 frames. The jury will award Large Gold, Gold, Large Vermeil, Vermeil,
Large Silver, Silver, Silver-Bronze, Bronze Medals or Certificate of Participation. In addition to it “Best
in Class” certificates will be issued to one exhibit from each Class and “Best Exhibit” award for each
age group of the Youth Class.
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The following are the important dates of PHILAVIRTU-2020.

Last date for filling application form : 04.09.2020

NATIONAL VIRTUAL
PHRATELIC EXHIBITION

Last date for submitting synopsis/or Introduction page : 04.09.2020
Allotment Announcement : 05.09.2020

Last date for frame fees payment : 15.09.2020

PHILAVIRTU _ .

Last date for uploading exhibits : 03.10.2020

l Announcement of results : 17.10.2020

0" to 18" Ocsobec 2020
y
-
-

www.'philovir‘tu.con’l Jury critique session : 18.10.2020

In connection with this virtual philatelic exhibition seven webinars were conducted by the
organisers. The following topics were taken by the eminent speakers through Zoom.

25.08.2020 - Exhibiting Techniques by Bill Schultz

26.08.2020 - Postal Stationery by lan Macmahon FRPSL

27.08.2020 - Traditional Philately by Frank Walton RDP FRPSL

28.08.2020 - Postal History by James Gough RDP FRPSL

29.08.2020 - Thematic Philately by Rajesh Bagri

30.08.2020 - How to get a Large Gold Medal at FIP exhibitions by Henrik Mouritsen
31.08.2020 - Open Philately by Birthe King FRPSL

More details can be available at www.philavirtu.com or contact: Pratisaad Neurgaonkar, Secretary,
PHILAVIRTU-2020, Mobile: +91 9766310553. Email: info@philavirtu.com

MAVELI BRINGS YOU ONAM MEGA OFFER

SCRATCH AND WIN UPTO
RS.1000!

E BHARATEXOTICS
WWW.BHARATEXOTICS.COM

< 11 >
il SPICES . STAMPS . ACCESSORIES

OPEN THE LINK BELOW, ENTER YOUR EMAIL ON THE SCRATCH
FORM AND TRY YOUR LUCK!

*only limited number of coupons.
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Introduction to 1905 Kagu Definitives of
New Caledonia and the Overprints

Anilkumar M S

The kagu is a crested, long-legged, and bluish-grey bird endemic to New Caledonia. Almost
flightless, it spends its time on or near the ground, where it hunts its invertebrate prey, and builds
a nest of sticks on the forest floor. The species was not discovered by Europeans until the French
colonisation of New Caledonia in 1852 and was not described until a specimen was taken to the
Colonial Exhibition in Paris in 1860. This led to a surge in scientific interest in the species, which
resulted in many birds being trapped for museums and zoos.

Today, the endangered kagu is considered very important in New Caledonia; it is a high-profile
endemic emblem for the territory. Its distinctive song used to be played to the nation every night as the
island’'s TV station signed off the air. Its survival is considered important for the territory's economy and
image.

The Kagu appeared as a part of the design of
New Caledonian stamps in 1905. Since then,
the bird has been a recurring motif on New
Caledonian stamps

Different Prints of 2c issue. Each print has a slight
color variation from the previous print

Flightless Kagu birds- now rarely found in the
wild 1905.01 Definitive series of New Caledonia:
6 value series. There are many color variations
and errors for this series, popular among
collectors
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In 1915, the 1905 issues were overprinted for Red Cross. A single Overprint on 10c with “+ 5
NCE” has been issued. These stamps are very popular with many variations in the unique overprint.

1915 Red Cross overprint on 1905.01
Errors: Pair with ABSENT CROSS - SIGN
CALVES and Inverted Overprint

1915 Red Cross overprint in 3 different print series
In 1922, the 1905 stamps were overprinted for Red Cross- this time with a “+5” on the 10c and 15¢

issues. One more overprint was issued in 1922 with a “0.05 =“. ‘+’ was meant to cancel the original
value of 5c.

1922 Surcharge on 1905.01 "0,05" 1925 Surcharge on 1905.01 "25¢"
and Double Surcharge Error and Double Surcharge Error

PV T S PTF

1922 Definitive series of 2 values &
1925 Definitive- Red on Glossy paper

In 1922, fresh colors of 5¢ (Blue) and 10c (Green) were released, which were of the same design
as 1905 issue. In 1925 a unique Red 10c definitive was issued. This was printed on a new Glossy
paper
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New Caledonia 1919 Letter with 1905 stamps and
1922 Red Cross Overprint block

The popular small definitive series was reprinted in 1960 to
commemorate 55 years of the firstissue. Issued as part of a 3-part stamp
block. Shown are the stamp from the block and imperf proof.

Wallis & Futuna Islands, a French island collectivity in the South Pacific. The first stamps used
in the islands were overprinted stamps of New Caledonia. From May 1920, stamps inscribed Wallis

and Futuna were used.

For administrative purposes, the Wallis and Futuna Islands were attached to New Caledonia from
1887-88 onwards, and until 1961. Un overprinted stamps of New Caledonia were used here until 1920,
when New Caledonian stamps overprinted “ILES WALLIS ET FUTUNA” or “WALLIS ET FUTUNA”
were in use until 1944 (with a few exceptions concerning the French colonial omnibus issues, where
some of these were inscribed Wallis et Futuna.

1920.01 Overprint “ILES WALLIS...”
on New Caledonia 1905.01. Eight
different valued Overprints were
issued in this series
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b ° md. Wallis & Futuna, Color variations of the
. . ? N B Double overprinted 1c New
“ie !‘o < Overprint Error Caledonia 1905 issue
New

Map of South Pacific Islands with New
Caledonia, Vanuatu (New Hebrides) and
the Islands of Wallis & Futuna

® o~ &

" Errors of the Overprints

are more popular and
rarer among specialized
bird stamp collectors, like
the Overprint Error Block
with Die Marks: Thin ‘W’
and ‘A’

RN )

PR s

% ot

1922.01 4 different
Surcharges on
1920.01

2005 Wallis & Futuna issue
imitating old overprint- Philatelic
conference commemorative

A New definitive issue was made by Wallis & Futuna in 1922 with
Surcharges on the already overprinted 1920 issues. 4 values (0.01,
0.02, 0.04 & 0.05) were released.

A commemorative Overprint was issued in 2005, after 100 years
of the first 1905 original issue of New Caledonia Kagu definitive
series. Being a small island with very few letters being sent postally,
it is extremely difficult to find postal used letters of Wallis & Futuna
with overprinted Kagu stamps — like the example shown

.

84
.
.
.
.
-
.
.
-
-
-
-

Walllis & Futuna,1f overprint on
New Caledonia — with overprint
on margins block
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Wallis & Futuna — 1932 Registered Letter with Kagu overprint stamp

Vanuatu was formerly known as the New Hebrides, an island
group in the South Pacific. Between 1906 and 1980, the islands
were an Anglo-French Condominium.

One of the outcomes of this arrangement was that both

countries issued their own postage stamps for the islands, although 1908.01 21.11.1908 Overprint
towards the end of the Condominium, there were joint issues with “NOUVELLES HEBRIDES” on
the initials EiiR (Elizabeth Il Regina) for the UK, and RF (République New Caledonia 1905.01
Francaise) for France.

1910.01 Overprint The first issues of the French, in 1908
"NOUVELLES HEBRIDES and 1910, were overprints on the stamps of
gggggi’\;’%ggof” New their colony New Caledonia, in 1908 reading

just "NOUVELLES HEBRIDES" and in 1910

adding "CONDOMINIUM".  The joint issue
of 1911, inscribed "NOUVELLES HEBRIDES" with denominations in centimes, was at first printed on
British paper, then in 1912 on French paper watermarked "R F". As with the British, surcharged
provisionals became necessary in 1920.

T T T T A A

&%

New Hebrides Post Card
with New Caledonia
Overprint. Very few
Postal used material
available with
Overprinted stamps
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New Mebridean Women.

Postcard from New Hebrides with New Caledonia Kagu
stamp. These stamps are not the Overprint variety

kkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkhkkk
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@ UN STANPS

T1SOTH BIRTH ANNIVERZIARY MAMATMA CanOM)
NEW YORE DEFINITIVE

2019 - UN Proof Signed by Artist Limited edition

— with Maxim Card in Presentation Folder - Rs.3500/-
=g stamplv-Rs.275  Blockot4  ----- Rs.1100
B FDC ----- Rs. 400 Block of 4on FDC --- Rs. 1400

G-3 Prakash Kunj Apartment | Kavi Raman Path | Boring Canal

Road | Patna — 800001 | INDIA | Ph : +91 612 2215929
philapradip@gmail.com | philaarthelp@gmail.com|
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New Pictorial Cancellations
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New Registered Barcode Labels from Czech Post
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Knowledge Bank

Guidelines for Judging a Revenue Exhibit

Article 1: Competitive Exhibitions and Exhibits
1.1 It is the intention that these Guidelines should serve as advice on the application of the SREV for Revenue
exhibits following the approval by Congress of the Special Regulations in Tokyo (1991).

1.2 The general principles stated in the SREV must remain the basic framework, but clear and sensible
extensions will be practised to demonstrate revenue philately and its development within the exhibit.

Article 2: Principles of Revenue Exhibits
2.1 Generally a Revenue exhibit should show:

2.2 mint or used revenue stamps of a particular state or municipal or local authority, explaining the reason for
the issue or use and showing its developments;

2.3 it should show the date of usage and the date it was withdrawn from use, why and whether it was replaced,;

2.4 method of printing, type of paper, essays, proofs, design varieties if appropriate to the subject or
presentation;

2.5 geographical or chronological development within one country, continent or covering the whole world
where the exhibit lays emphasis on the subject matter of the revenue use;

2.6 documents with printed, embossed or adhesive revenue stamps demonstrating and explaining the rules, the
sums paid and/or the reason for the document as may be appropriate.

Article 3: Criteria for Evaluating Exhibits

3.1 Plan All exhibits of Revenue must contain an introductory plan showing the scope of the intent of the
exhibitor, which should be educational. This plan should be headed with a title which corresponds to the
introductory plan. The plan should also be used to give relevant general information on the subject and to
indicate areas of personal research. It should also contain a short list of important documentary sources used.
The judges will use this information to evaluate the material shown in relation to the aims of the exhibitor as
stated in the introduction and plan. If more than five frames, or if Revenues of different countries are shown,
another introductory page may be desirable. The exhibit should clearly show the subject as introduced. It must
be stressed that complete revenue collections do not exist from the majority of the countries, and therefore
exhibits of revenue stamps should be judged more according to their relative philatelic significance than for
their completeness.

3.2 Article 4 of GREV is applicable.

Article 4: Criteria for Judging the Exhibit

4.1 Treatment and Importance

Out of 30 points, treatment should in the case of a revenue exhibit attract up to 20 points. This is because the
composition of a revenue exhibit is vital to show a coherent assembly to the judges.

4.2 A revenue exhibit may require different treatment from a postage stamp or postal history exhibit. Postage
stamps, with some few exceptions, are issued solely for the prepayment of postal charges, whereas the same
revenue stamp may be used for the collection of moneys from a variety of different sources and, because of
this, there is a wider scope for a revenue exhibit to have an imaginative treatment and this should be expected.
For example, a display of revenues of any of the categories mentioned in Article 3.1 of SREV, should be
regarded as an acceptable approach and complying with the Guidelines, if notwithstanding that the stamps
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come from different countries, there is demonstrated a similar purpose of their issue or the stamps have similar
characteristics of design or production. Within the narrower fields of specialisation, exhibits concerned with the
plating of specific stamps or concerned with errors which have arisen during the production of stamps, should
be treated in the same way as similar exhibits of postage stamps, but should never be considered a thematic
exhibit.

4.3 Whenever possible, the exhibit should illustrate or at least explain usage. Non-revenue stamps material
should normally be avoided. Its inclusion will usually be regarded as legitimate only if it advances or enhances
the central theme of the exhibit in some clearly discernible manner.

4.4 Importance is more subjective to the exhibitor. We suggest up to 10 points. What is important to the
exhibitor may be less important to revenue philately. Showing the Bee Stamps, Consular stamps or Gun
Licences may be worth only 5 points for importance, but the treatment of such an exhibit may be so superb or
perfect, that it may reach a maximum of 20 points.

Article 5: Knowledge and Research

5.1 It must be generally stated that, contrary to literature covering postage stamps, revenue stamps have been
poorly treated in the last 60-70 years. Therefore out of the 35 points available under this heading, points
awarded must depend on the extent of available research material. Without deducting points for lack of research
because there may be considerable literature on the subject, the exhibit shall be evaluated on the writeup of
each page by reference to what is known and available in the existent literature and what, if any, new
information is given. For instance, in a Bills of Exchange display, additional research on the rates relating to
values would be a plus. Explanations of the less obvious and a reference to sources, rules and regulations which
add to the reason for the transaction or service for which the revenue was paid, will add to the points. But these
are not available for all countries. Knowledge and research are thus to be considered together, but with general
knowledge being given not less than 20 out of the 35 points.

Note: Except for a few countries, collectors have perforce to restrict themselves for knowledge due to out of
date publications, and it may take one or two decades for a few dedicated students to produce good, up to date
handbooks and catalogues on revenues.

Article 6: Condition and Rarity

6.1 Many revenue stamps are far rarer than postage stamps, but often by the way they were used they became
damaged. When used as a seal such as Beer or Tobacco stamps, they were torn. Others, such as Indian Native
States revenues were mostly punched when applied to documents. Some were cut, even nailed or stapled. For
these, fine condition is exceptional. Therefore acceptable damage of used stamps should not be downgraded.
They may be very rare or even the only recorded examples.

6.2 Points for condition should be a maximum of 10.

6.3 Rarity in revenues is a vitally important factor. It seldom has any connection with price or value. Some
revenues are expensive to buy but are not rare. On the other hand, many revenue stamps are very common and
should not attract points for rarity. It will be given up to 20 points and if the display shows revenues of a
country which has little or no literature, the use of the words "One or two copies recorded™ will be acceptable
and may be useful. When specialized revenues are shown, reference to a catalogue (if one exists and provided it
is relevant) may be helpful. Rarity is based on facts, and once the facts are established, condition can be judged
in the light of these facts.

Article 7: Presentation

7.1 Good presentation is very important. The display should appeal to the eye and each sheet in every frame
should give the impression of balance to the display. The rest, subject to any special regulations about frame or
sheet size, is left to the exhibitor.

7.2 Limit the write-up to essentials, but give all important information.
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Antarctica - Indian Scientific Expeditions
A Philatelic Journey

N Al

M R Ramesh Kumar
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It is the highest, coldest, windiest and driest continent. Antarctica contains 68% of World’s, fresh
water, 90% of all the ice on planet Earth.

Antarctica has no trees or bushes. Vegetation on the continent is composed of mosses, lichen, and
algae. Penguins, Whales and Seals live in and around Antarctica, as do fish and krill. The male
Emperor penguin is the only warm-blooded animal to remain on the continent throughout the freezing
winter.
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FIRST INDIAN ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION

I

FDC of First Indian Antartic Expedition
There are no indigenous populations of people on the frozen continent. Today, human habitation
exists at a variety of science research stations placed by a number of countries. The freezing weather
is an excellent location to study how the body and mind adapts to the cold. Scientists also drill for ice
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cores, which can provide a climate history of the region over thousands of years. The vast vegetation-
free expanse makes an excellent place to search for meteorites; the dark rocks stand out easily on the
white backdrop and don't find themselves covered by growing plants. Other projects include the study
of penguins, fish, global warming, glaciology, astronomy, and climatology.

ure fem CHILOREN'S DAY QALIS JaN0OT SANADEVA TEMALE (e
Fourth and Fifth Expedition cancellations

During the International Geophysical Year (IGY — (1957-1958)) 12 nations established over 60
stations in Antarctica. The beginning of international cooperation in Antarctica and the start of the
process by which Antarctica becomes "non-national”.
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Sixth Expedition with leader’s autograph

In the present article | will try to highlight as many philatelically used covers, FDCs, stamps, and
miniature sheets in an effort to understand Antarctica through Indian Scientific Expeditions, various
expeditions , different scientific stations (Dakshin Gangotri, Maitri, and Bharati) , along with signatures
of Expedition Leader, Station Commander and. along with cancellations of various Research Stations,
etc. A list of the ships used long with the name of the Expedition Leader along with the period of the
expedition is also attached for ready reference in a tabular form.

Expedition. Period Ship Leader
1 1981-82 M V Polar Circle Dr.S.Z.Qasim
2 1982-83 MV Polar Circle Sh V K Raina
3 1983-84 M V Finnpolaris Dr H K Gupta
4 1984-85 M V Finnpolaris Dr B B Bhattacharya
5 1985-86 M V Thuleland Sh M K Kaul
6 1986-87 MV Thuleland Dr A H Parulekar
7 1987-88 MV Thuleland Dr R Sengupta
8 1988-89 MV Thuleland Dr A Sengupta
9 1989-90 MV Thuleland Sh Rasik Ravindra
10 1990-91 MV Thuleland Dr A K Hanjura
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11 1991-92 MV Thuleland Sh S Mukeriji

12 1992-93 MV Thuleland Dr V K Dhargalkar
13 1993-94 M V Stepan Krashennikov Sh Sudhakar Rao
14 1994-95 MV Polar Bird Dr S D Sharma

15 1995-96 M V Brinknes Sh Arun Chaturvedi
16 1996-97 M V Polar Bird Dr A L Koppar

17 1997-98 MV Polar Bird Sh K R Sivan

18 1998-99 M V Polar Bird Sh Ajay Dhar

19 1999-00 M V Magadalena Oldendorff ~ Sh Arun Chaturvedi
20 2000-01 M V Magadalena Oldendorff  Sh Mervin J D’Souza
21 2001-02 M V Magadalena Oldendorff Sh R P Lal

22 2002-03 M V Magadalena Oldendorff  Dr Arun Hanchinal
23 2003-04 MV Emerald Sea Sh S Jayaram

24 2004-05 MV Emerald Sea Sh Rajesh Asthana
25 2005-06 M V Paardeberg Sh Prem Kishore
26 2006-07 MV Emerald Sea Sh Jaypaul D

27 2007-08 MV Emerald Sea Sh Arun Chaturvedi
28 2008-09 MV Emerald Sea Dr Pradip Malhotra
29 2009-10 M V Vladimir Ignatyuk Sh P Elango

30 2010-11 M V Ivan Papanin Sh K Jeeva

First Scientific Expedition to South Pole 13-11-2010 to 1-12-2010 Sh Rasik Ravindra

Sh Uttam Chand
Sh Ajay Dhar

31 2011-12
32 2012-13

M V Ivan Papanin
MV Ivan Papanin

The first Expedition was led by Dr.S.Z.Qasim, who was then the Director, National Institute of
Oceanography, Dona Paula, Goa. He successfully led the First Indian Scientific Expedition to
Antarctica in the year, 1981 and it touched Antarctica on 9t January, 1982. A First Day cover was
released by the Department of Posts, Govt of India, to commemorate the occasion on 9w January,
1983. Two different cancellations can be seen, one with a ship issued by most of the post offices within
India and a different one Rajkot, with a wavy cancelation mentioning the First Day of Issue both in Hindi
and English
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Seventh Expedition with leader’s autograph

The Author, Dr. M.R.Ramesh Kumar, Scientist, Physical Oceanography was a member of the
Sixth Indian Scientific Expedition to Antarctica in the year, 1986-1987 and the expedition was
lead by Dr A H Parulekar, N.I.O, Goa and the station commander of the Dakshin Gangotri was
Dr Vinod Dhargalkar, N.1.O, Goa. This was one of the largest continengent with 25 scientists, 25
Army personnel, 25 Navy personnel, 25 Air Force personnel (Total : 100 personnel). The
Expedition had two helicopters too, one from Indian Navy and another from Indian Airforce.
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38 ISEA Expedition

| have also tried to incorporate as many different expedition covers which are available in my
collection which depicts different types of Dakshin Gangotri (First Indian Scientific Research Station)
cancelations (small, big, blue, rectangular, etc) , Maitri (second Indian Scientific Research station)
Cancellations (small, big, penguin etc) , and Bharati (the third Indian Scientific Research station)
Cancellation and also two south Pole (one red and one black) Cancellations to mark the centenary of
the Amundsen-Scott Polar Expeditions too.
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Maitri cancellation

For more details the readers can refer to a nice book prepared by Abhay Mishra called Indian
Antarctic Expedition — A Philatists Guide.

Reference:
Indian Antarctic Expedition : A Philatelists Guide
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KANKANADY : 14 March 2020
Golden Jubilee Celebration-College of Fisheries
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JAYANAGAR HPO : 01 Jun 2020
RGUHS @ War with Covid-19
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JAYANAGAR HPO : 01 Jun 2020
Silver Jubilee Celebration-Rajiv Gandhi University of
Health Sciences
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AYODHYA : 05 August 2020
Global Encyclopaedia of the Ramayana

[ el anawen Special Cover
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TOGETHER WE CAN STOP COVID-19
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YADAVAGIRI : 12 December 2018
8t International Food Convention, Mysuru

PURI : 06 December 2019
Mahanadi Coal Fields Limited
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ALLAHABAD : 08 August 2020
Together we can stop Covid-19

PURI : 06 December 2019
Hotel Pulin Puri & Hotel New Sea Hawk
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MUMBAI : 13 May 2020
The Migrant Workers of Mumbai

DHARAMSALA H O : 18 August 2020
Pictorial Cancellation at Dharamasala H O
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BALASORE : 07 August 2020
Gandhiji’s Footprints in Odisha
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COIMBATORE : 02 February 2020
75t year Celebration of Swamy Vivekanandar lllam
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SHIMLA G.P.O. : 15 August 2020
Postal Corona Warriors
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BHUBANESWAR : 15 August 2020
74w Independence Day

KOLKATA : 15 August 2020
Corona Fighters - Brave Hearts of Bengal

PLASVA DONORS: SUPER WARRIORS

PUNE : 15 August 2020
Plasma Donors : Super Warriors
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BHADRAK 21 August 2020 BHADRAK : 21 August 2020
Gandhiji’s Footprints in Odisha Atal Behari High School
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BHADRAK : 21 August 2020
Bhadrak Postal Division Foundation Day Celebration ICSS College : Department of Law
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Bhubaneswar : 27 August 2020 New Delhi : 28 August 2020
Dav Public School — Golden Jubilee Celebration Golden Jubilee of the Foundation Day of BPR&D

AR 19w e
COVID 19 Approgeiate Conduct

New Delhi : 28 August 2020 New Delhi : 28 August 2020
COVID-19 Appropriate Conduct COVID-19 Appropriate Conduct
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Bengaluru GPO : 29 August 2020 Bengaluru GPO : 29 August 2020
Khel Ratna 2017 Awardees Khel Ratna 2018 Awardees
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Bengaluru GPO : 29 August 2020 Bengaluru GPO : 29 August 2020
Khel Ratna 2019 Awardees Khel Ratna 2020 Awardees

Benluru GPO : 29 ugust 2020 )
Mahendra Singh Dhoni-India’s most capped skipper

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan
& Suresh
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New Meghdoot Post Card
of India
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SPECIAL/SLOGAN CANCELLATIONS ON COVID-19

Nagpur Mofussil Division

Kamthi HO - 441001

MNagpur Region, Nagpur
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To eliminate COVID-19
Donate Convalescent Plasma
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OBITUARY

Veteran philatelist Shri. Dhiru Bhai Mehta
passed away on 9.8.2020 at Mumbai. He was
the past President of Philatelic Congress of India
and Philatelic Society of India. He was 95 years
old. Jainism Philately group honoured him with
Life Time Achievement Award on 20 December
2019, during INPEX 2029, the National Philatelic
Exhibition, for his great services in the field of
philately.

May their souls rest in peace

Shri.

well-known
Balakrishna Das expired on 5.8.2020. He was
one of the founder member of South India

Another philatelist

Philatelists’ Association, Chennai. He was
SIPA’s long-time secretary and was President
from 1996 till 2018. He had very cordial
understanding with all the CPMGs, PMGs, DPSs,
Directors down to the Supervisors and Counter
Assistants. It culminated into CPMG honouring
him and praising him during Tanapex 2017.
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COVID19 - New Stamps

JUnited we stand against Covid-19!

' THANK YOU!

MONACO . 2

-0....."0..!
Bhvy |
e

INDONESTA §

Y |

? N INDONESIA™Y,

R TR

INDONESIA

28

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol lll, Issue No.55/September, 2020




KOREA
Protective Marine Species Stamps

GERMANY
Eurasian Otter (Lutra lutra)

Iswmorus

Courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer, Germany
Wopa+
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Date of Birth: Age: Affix Photo
Permanent Address: " CS:: o
Membership

ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Reg No.: T-614/12
(Affiliated to Philatelic Congress of India)

Name in Capital Letters:

Address for Communication:

Email ID:
Telephone No: Mobile No:

Type of Membership: D Annual Membership

D Life Membership

Area of Interest:

DECLARATION

| have read the rules and regulations (over leaf) of the Association and |

promise to abide by them.

Date: ...ccoovviviiiiis Signature of the Applicant

For Office Use:

Admitted on:

Membership No:
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RULES AND REGULATIONS

The vision: To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged
in this Association

The mission:
1. To unite all personswho are interested in philately,
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli
quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,
5. To enrolitself as a member of other Philatelic organizations ofrepute in and outside of India

MEMBERSHIP FEE:

1. ANNUALMEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/-
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only).

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial yearie. 1St April to 315t March.

2. LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable
in one instalment.

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.750/-
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).

Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18
years and paying the full membership fee.

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual memberwho does not pay the
subscription within three months from the due date (15t April) shall cease to be a member.

ADMISSION FEE: All applicants should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of
entrance.

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account. Account Name: ANANTHAPURI
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION. AccountNo: 32270854728 Bank: State Bank of India Branch:
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBINO003826.

MONTHLY MEETING: We meeteveryfirst Sundayat 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road,
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram. Members attending the monthly
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue.

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM,
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948)
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Forthcoming Events

On going Virtual Stamp Exhibitions

PHILEX

Bangladesh National
Philatelic Association

Coming Virtual Stamp Exhibitions
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Acknowledgement:

Rainbow Stamp News: Vol. XIll. No.152 (Aug. 2020)
Deccan Philatelist: Vol.20 Issue 3/2020

The Hyderabad Philatelists: Vol.58 No.07 (July 2020)
Signet: Vol.42 No.3 (October-December, 2019)
Vadophil: N0.161-162 (Jan-April 2020)

Journal of TAPS Vol.18, 1&2 (May 2020)

Forthcoming Issues of India

Covid Warriors, Ramayana, P V Narasimha
Rao, .....

Disclaimer

This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among
philatelists, free of cost. The contents of this bulletin
are based on the information obtained from reliable

sources. Maximum care has been taken to ensure
the accuracy of the contents, however we give no
guarantee on reliability or completeness of the
information.

Philatelic Links

www.indianairmails.com
www.bharatexotics.com
http://timbrophily.com
www.philamart.com
www.collectorbazar.com
www.stampsofindia.com
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com
www.indianstampghar.com
www.indianphilately.net
www.exponet.info
www.stangib.com
www.indiapost.gov.in
www.philamirror.info
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com
www.indiastudycircle.org
www.sipa.org.in
www.philcent.com
www.vadophil.org
www.indianphilatelics.com
www.mintageworld.com
https://dharaastamps.co.in
www.samsshopping.com”
www.worldwide-mint.com
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/

Articles are invited from readers with illustrations
to be published in this bulletin. Please send your
write ups in MS Word only, to our email ID:

apa.tvpm@gmail.com. News and philatelic activities

in your locality are also welcome. Philatelic Clubs
and Associations may send their brief reports on day
to day activities.

Editor

Published by R K Rajasekharan
President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association,
TC-38/226, Chenthitta, Choorakkattupalayam,

Chalai P O, Thiruvananthapuram-695036
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