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Dear Friends, 
 

      The Postal Week was celebrated in the country from 9 to 
15 October with active participation of regional philatelic 
clubs.  This year most of the celebrations were in virtual form.  
A lot of special covers were issued in connection with this 
celebration. Some of them are published in this issue. 
Philatelists may please send us the images of the other 
covers and celebrations, to publish in the next issue. 
 

      India’s first virtual philatelic exhibition PHILAVIRTU 2020 
concluded on 23rd October. It was a new experience to most 
of the philatelists.  It had some advantages as well as 
disadvantages. My review on the exhibition can be read in 
Page No.22.  Please go through it and comment your own 
views on Philavirtur-2020 to publish in the next issue.  I 
congratulate all winners, participants of Philavirtu-2020 and 
its organisers. 
 

      I heard that the Philatelic Congress of India is also going 
to conduct a virtual philatelic exhibition during the last months 
of 2021.  If so, I request them to study the drawbacks and 
challenges faced by the organisers of Philavirtu-2020 and 
should overcome it.  As a philatelic journalist I request PCI 
and all other virtual philatelic exhibition organisers to include 
Philatelic Literature as one of the competitive classes.  
Exhibitors can accept digital formats of literature.  Otherwise 
this class will be neglected because virtual philatelic 
exhibition is here to stay for some years. 
 

     Nothing more at present. Wish all our readers a happy 
Diwali. 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile:9387801948 
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Dear Sir, 
 
      The moment I was thinking about Ananthapuri Stamp 
Bulletin, the latest issue hit my email box.   
 
      In spite of being busy with your personal commitment, 
you always adhere to the schedule.  I appreciate that. 
 
      I like to thank you for incorporating my story 'Designer's 
Stamp' in the bulletin……….. 
 
      Regards, 

Kumar Biswas 
Noida 

 
Dear Sir, 
 
      Thanks for the mail and the Bulletin. As usual the 
bulletin is packed with useful updates. 
 
      "The Designer's Stamp" article by Shri. Kumar Biswas 
was very interesting. Also information about special jubilee 
postcards by Phillips was equally interesting. Please convey 
my regards to Shri. Biswas and Air Vice Marshal PK Kuruvilla 
VSM (Retd). 
 
      Philips has been a  pioneer in research. Their "NatLab" 
has many innovations and patents to its credit. Fortunately in 
2013, I had an opportunity to see their annual lights 
exhibition "The Glow '' at Eindhoven. 
 
      Best regards 

Mohan Vaze 
Vadodara 

Hi, 
 
      As soon as I saw the cover of this journal and the 
accommodating story of “Stamp Made from Pet Bottles” on 
Page 4, I immediately sent the journal to a friend who is 
interested in Water Conservation.  She did a special one-
frame exhibit for an event a couple of years ago. She found 
the article quite interesting, and then passed the article on to 
her mother – who is an activist artist of Everything Water. 
  
      Now, I will read the rest of the issue, but Thank You for a 
great article! 

Carol E 
USA 

 

 

Dear Reader, 
 

      Your feedback is most valuable to us.  We invite 
your views, thoughts and suggestions regarding 
this E-bulletin.  Please send your valued feedback   
to:  apa.tvpm@gmail.com 
 
                                                                             Editor 

 

 
 

 

mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com


 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol III, Issue No.57/November, 2020 4 

 

New Indian Issues 
 

 
150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi 

 

 
 

Stamps Rs.5.00 x 2, Rs.15.00 x 1, Rs.25.00 x 1 
Miniature Sheet Rs.50.00 

Issued on 02.10.2020 

 
 

75 Years of the United Nations 
 

 
 

Stamp Rs.5.00  
Issued on 23.10.2020 
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News in Brief 
 

PHILATELY DAY CELEBRATIONS 
 
      In connection with Philately Day, Department of Posts felicitated senior philatelists on 13 October 
2020 at different parts of the country.   
 

  

Mr. Dipok Dey of Kolkata, was felicitated by the Director 
Kolkata GPO Sri Manojit Kumar at his house 

Col. Jayanta Dutta and Anjali Dutta were felicitated by 
Mr.Rahul Jadhav, PM Manjari SPO at their house 

   

 

 
 

 

Philately Day was observed in Satna H. P. O. Senior 
Philatelist Sudhir Jain (GC member PCI & Secretary 

Central India Philatelic Society) was chief guest. He had 
also released Mystamp on this occasion. Head 

Postmaster Mr. Surendra Singh presided the function. 
Philatelists Mr. Umashankar Agarwal, Mr. Ravi Gupta,  

Mr. B. K. Shukla were other speaker 
 

Mr. O K Prakash, from Penthalmanna, Kerala was 
felicitated by Smt. Madhuri ASP, Pernthalmanna Sub 

Division, at his residence 

  
Mr.Vinay Sharma was felicitated by the Sr.Postmaster, 

Shillong GPO, Department of Posts, Meghalaya Division  
Col. Akhil Kumar was felicitated by Smt. Sarada Sampath 

CPMG, Bengaluru Circle at Sandesh Museum of 
Communication, Bengaluru 

 
 
 



 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol III, Issue No.57/November, 2020 6 

Patna GPO  
  
      The group of Philatelist in the Philatelic Bureau Patna GPO was invited the occasion in the presence of CPMG Mr. Anil 
Kumar  and the officers/ staff member of Postal circle/ Patna GPO/ Philatelic 
Bureau. 
  
      CPMG Mr. Anil Kumar felicitated to all the Philatelist present by presenting a 
memento and spoken very 
well about Philately and 
addressed to look into the 
problems faced by the stamp 
collector/Philatelist. 
  
      He also invited to the 
Philatelist to convene the 
meeting once in a month 
every second Saturday, 4.00 
pm in the Philatelic Bureau 
and also  requested 
Philatelist to promoting 
Philatelic activities in Bihar 
with their active co-
operation/ participation. 
  
 
Jabalpur Head Post Office 
 
      In connection with National Postal Week a philatelic exhibition was conducted at Jabalpur Head Post Office on the 
Philately day (13.10.2020) 
 

      
 
 

Sivakasi Head Post Office 
 
      Philately Day was celebrated at Sivakasi Head Post Office with the philatelic exhibition of Mr. Khader Hussain, member 
of Madurai Philatelic and Numismatic Association, along with his wife Mrs. Razia Begum and son Master. Kaiful Shahul 
Hameeed. 
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Palai Head Post Office 
 
      In connection with Philately Day, a Philatelic Exhibition was conducted at Pala Head Post Office, Kottayam Dist. 
Kerala.  The collection from K J Joseph was exhibited there.  Dy. Post Master Josekutty inaugurated the exhibition.  Asst. 
Post Master Satheesh Kumar, Palai Philately Club Secretary Thomas Thazhathu Veetil and its Treasurer Babychan etc.  
participated in the function. 
 

 
 

 

ISC FORTNIGHTLY DISPLAY ZOOM MEETINGS 
 

      The Twelfth Fortnightly Virtual Zoom Display meeting of India Study Circle For Philately was held 
on 10 October 2020 at 8.00 pm to 10.00 pm IST.  The following three presentations were done in the 
meeting by the respective speakers. 

 

 
 
      Nearly 60 people from different parts of the world participated in each meeting. 
 
      The next ISC display meeting will be held one month hence on November 7th. As all Western 
Countries in the Northern Hemisphere will be returning to standard time (GMT in the UK) The 
presentation times will have to be discussed and announced later. 
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NEW BOOK RELEASED 
 

      A new book titled “Guide to Permanent Pictorial Cancellations of India” was published at Bengaluru. 
The book is a comprehensive collection of more than 240 Permanent Pictorial Cancellations of India.  
The book was authored by Shri. Sushil Mehra and Shri. K Chaitanya Dev.  Shri. Sushil Mehra is also 
the publisher of this book.  
 

        
 

      Mr. Jaganath Mani, honourable member of Karnataka Philatelic Society received the first book from 
the authors and Mr. Ramu of KPS.  The book is priced at Rs.2500/- and is available at amazon.in. The 
book can be directly purchased from the publisher Shri. Sushil Mehra, Pan Office Systems Pvt Ltd; ¾ 
Setlur Street, Bengaluru-560025.  Email: gaureshmehra@gmail.com  
 
SPECIAL FRANKING ON “LIVE & LET LIVE” 
 
      A special Franking Cancellation has been issued at Hubli (Karnataka) with Jainism slogan "LIVE & 
LET LIVE" on Unique Date10-10-2020. 
 
      It was possible because of the support and guidance of Mrs. Veena Shrinivasan, PMG, North 
Kannada Region, Karnataka Circle. 
 
     The entire process of Franking and delivery cancellation happened within a short time of only one 
day in a war footing.  At the last moment Mr. Mahaveer Kundur, Vice Chairman, Jainism Philately 
Group (JPG) thought & decided to print one private cover with JPG Logo linking the unique date 10-
10-2020 with symbolic picture of 10th Jain Tirthankar Shree Shetalanath & 20th Jain Tirthankar Shree 
Munisuvrathanath with great Jain Navakar Mantra. 
 

 
 

      Only 300 serially numbered covers were printed, franked and posted. Same day they were 
delivered with the delivery seal.  A good memorable item. 

mailto:gaureshmehra@gmail.com
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INFORMATION BOOK ON MAHATMA GANDHI 
 

      Department of Posts, Tamil Nadu Circle released a small informative book titled “A Tribute to 
Mahatma” on the Philately Day 13.10.2020. The book contains stamps of about 80 countries and 
short description on said country.  This book is priced at Rs.125/- 
 

    
 

The cover and inner pages of the book 

 
PRESENTATION PACKS 
 

      Department of Posts, Delhi Circle released two presentation by CPMG on the stamps issued by 
India Post on UNESCO World Heritage Sites in India and Temples of India. 
 

        
 

 

FIGHT AGAINST COVID-19 - STAMPED MASK 
 

 

 
       
      On the Philately Day Department of Posts launched Stamped Mask.  The 
images of postage stamps were imprinted on a mask in order to make them 
attractive and drive home the importance of philately through the role played 
by masks. 
 

 
 
NEW PERMANENT PICTORIAL CANCELLATION 
  
      Goa postal division released a permanent pictorial 
cancellation on 13 October 2020 in the Philatelic Bureau, 
Panaji HO by Dr Sudhir Jhakere, SSPO, Goa Postal 
Division.  Dr. M R Ramesh Kumar, President of Goa 
Philately and Numismatics Society (GPNS) was also 
presented in the function. This is the 3rd permanent pictorial 
cancellation of Goa. 
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Association News 
 
      Kerala Postal Circle organised a virtual philatelic exhibition in association with Ananthapuri 
Philatelic Association, Thiruvananthapuram on Philately Day. The following members of APA exhibited 
their collection  1. Mohanachandran Nair, 2. K G Gireesh Kumar, 3. Dr.Biju Vivekan and 4. Jacob Philip. 
 
      In Addition to the above our members Shri.Jacob Philip and Boben J E conducted online class on 
the basic lessons of philately to the students.  Congratulations! 
 
Philavirtu-2020 Winners 
 
      The following members of APA won medals in recently concluded Philavirtu-2020 virtual philatelic 
exhibition. 
 

Name Title Mark Medal 
Pradip Jain Gandhi Travels Around the World (One frame) 87 - 

 England-India-Australia, Ross Smith & Beyond (One frame) 85 - 

Surendra Kotadia Indian Miniature Sheets Colour Flaw 72 Silver 

 Post Independence Booklets 67 Bronze 

Mohanachandran Nair Development & Operations of Indian Airmails 79 Large Silver 

 Golden Age of Horses 78 Large Silver 

Dr. M R Ramesh Kumar Cochin Postal History 67 Silver Bronze 

 Antartica 66 Silver Bronze 

S Vijayakumar Water Birds 72 Silver 

Sreejesh Krishnan Postage Stamp Centenary (One frame) 63 - 

Madhavan Digitization in Postal Service (One frame) 60 - 

Rhethika My Beloved Bapu (Youth Class) 64 Bronze 
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Hikkim Post Office, India:  

Highest in the World 
 

 

Kumar Biswas 
Energy Philatelist 

NOIDA 
 

      In a short story titled 'Post Master', Nobel Laureate Rabindranath Tagore had painted a grim picture 
about the loneliness of a postmaster at a remote village post office. Since the gentleman had arrived 
there on transfer from a city called Calcutta (now Kolkata), India he felt like a fish out of water. His 
trouble and sadness arising out of his inability to connect with the local villagers of the remote area 
were described in details. The story took a turn with the entry of his helping maid named Ratan to break 
his monotonous days. The boredom of the postmaster ended when he was able to connect and 
communicate with her. However, this is neither a story of a postmaster nor of Ratan but of a post office 
located at a very remote place in India. 
 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Image courtesy: www.flickr.com 

Hikkim valley 

 
      The post office we are talking about is located at a very far off place, away from hum-drums of city 
life. To be precise it is nestled in the lap of nature in the district of Lahaul and Spiti of Himachal Pradesh, 
the north Indian state. Lahaul and Spiti district was formed in 1960 by amalgamation of two separate 
districts - Lahaul and Spiti. It is a trans-Himalayan terrain with its beautiful and endless landscape. The 
location has spectacular scenery of magnificent and mighty Himalaya. Natural beauty is in abundance 
with snowcapped mountains, particularly when the sky is clear. No doubt that the serene location offers 
a jaw dropping view for a first timer. This is also one of the highest inhabited regions of the world. 
Residents are simple people with minimum materialistic demands and bearer of culture of bygone era. 
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The meaning of Spiti is ‘middle land’ which refers to the landmass  between India and Tibet. In fact, 
Spiti Valley is a cold desert mountain valley with average annual rainfall of meagre 170 mm (for 
reference purpose the average annual rainfall of Delhi, the Indian capital is about 700 mm). In addition 
to spectacular natural beauty of mountains, Spiti Valley has Buddhist monasteries (including nearly 
1000 year old monasteries at Tabo, Sherkhang and Dhankar. Tabo monastery is an Archaeological 
Survey of India protected Indian heritage site) and lakes (tourist spot like Chandra Tal Lake) etc. 
 

 
 

Tabo Monastery – Indian se-tenant postage stamps issued on 31.12.1999 
 

      Hikkim is a small village in this high altitude Spiti Valley. It is located in between of Komic (highest 
motorable village in the world) and Langza (2nd highest motorable village). All these three high altitude 
villages viz. Komic, Hikkim, and Langza are linked by road with Kaza but that is arduous. Kaza, the 
nearest town, which is sub-divisional headquarters (capital), is about 16 kms away from Hikkim. Buses 
operated by HRTC (Himachal Roadways Transport Corporation) travel from Kaza to Hikkim only twice 
a week (on Tuesdays and Saturdays). 
 
      Houses in Hikkim are built with stone and mud. Outer walls of every house are neatly painted in 
white and doors/windows in blue. Buddhist culture and influence are prominent which can be gauged 
from the Buddhist prayer flags fluttering on the top of the houses.  
 
      The village is small one with population of about 200 residents. In fact, from population point of 
view among Indian districts, the Lahaul and Spiti district itself ranks as fourth least populous district. 
One can encircle the entire village on foot within half an hour or so. While taking the round of the village 
one will meet small kids from the village who will offer fossils, as souvenir, for a price (negotiable). 
However, the kids prefer chocolates over any other trading medium. In return, they will give innocent 
smiles. It is recommended to carry some chocolates for these kids. Fossils are found in the nearby 
areas, particularly in Langza. 
 
      Best tourist time to visit Hikkim and adjoining areas is from April to October, when roads are motor-
able and landslides are less frequent. It is advisable to get a health checkup done for travel in such 
high-altitude location, particularly for Acute Mountain Sickness (AMS). Winter is harsh and unforgiving 
in this extreme geographical region. As a result, the region remains covered with blanket of snow for 
nearly half of the year and the whole region goes for hibernation. During that period, the village and 
adjoining region remain cut off from the rest of the country due to snowfall. 
 
      The life line of the residents of the village of Hikkim and nearby villages is a non-descriptive post 
office situated at Hikkim. Incoming and outgoing mails provides the link of the residents of the secluded 
region with rest of the world. People send and receive letters. Over and above mail services, the Hikkim 
post office caters the banking need of the villagers. Another important task of this post office is handling 
of passports of the Buddhist monks who travel worldwide for preaching.  
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     Image courtesy: www.mai-yayavar.com                                                                                                                                                                Image courtesy: www.alamy.com 
 

Hikkim Post Office 
 

      After reaching Hikkim post office, tourists do primarily two tasks. First one is obviously taking a 
selfie in front of the board of the post office. Second one is posting letters in the letter box of the post 
office for the near and dear ones. Dropping postcards or picture postcards from this unique post office 
is an experience itself. After accomplishing both jobs, a tourist gets a euphoric feeling. 
 
      The post office has limited choice and stock of post cards. So, it is wise to carry a few postcards, 
complete with addresses of addressees and stamps. There are other alternatives too. The cafe right 
opposite to the post office has an array of picture post cards. At times, during tourist months, a few 
enterprising locals lay a table outside the post office with complete paraphernalia viz. postcards, 
envelope, colour sketch pens etc.   
 
      When footfall of the tourists increases, the post office also faces shortage of stamps, at times. 
However, the helpful post master assures tourists to put the stamps, against advance payment, at later 
date when stock arrives.  
 
      After dropping a letter in the letter box, the very first question comes in the mind - will the letter ever 
reach the destination from such far-off place?  The answer is yes.  
 
      My letter was posted at Hikkim post office on 21 Aug 2020 and it was delivered at my address at 
NOIDA, Uttar Pradesh, India on 14 Sept 2020. A long journey of 24 days was completed through 
various terrains and nodes. From Hikkim postman (runner) walks down to Kaza (16 kms), on alternate 
day, to deliver mails. The Hikkim to Kaza road is arduous and precarious. From Kaza, mail goes 
Reckong Peo by bus and subsequently to Shimla railway station. From Shimla it travels by toy train to 
Kalka and further onwards by rail or by air.  
 

 
 

http://www.mai-yayavar.com/
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      The transit time for letters to and fro Hikkim post office is poised to witness a downward trend. The 
credit goes to 9 Kilometres long Atal Tunnel (formerly Rohtang Tunnel), built by Border Roads 
Organisation, which was opened for traffic on 03 Oct 2020. This is the longest tunnel above 10,000 
feet in the world and also the longest motorable tunnel of the world. It provides an all-season all-weather 
road connectivity between Manali and Ladakh, further to Lahaul and Spiti. This will reduce the distance 
between Manali and Leh by 46 kms. This will ensure road connectivity to Lahaul and Spiti during peak 
winter.    
 
      In this pandemic situation, Work from Home (WFH) has become a familiar term. Imagination a 
situation where one’s home is one’s office!  Yes, this is true for Hikkim post office. Here the post master 
does not go to post office. Rather the post office itself is situated in his residence. Since he had some 
spare space at his home, he had offered one room to India Post. Accordingly post office was 
established in his house. This is one small room yet cozy post office with low ceiling, built as per location 
tradition. Hikkim post office is residence-cum-office for the post master. Since tourists drop in any day, 
including Sunday, the post office is open for seven days a week. However, daily business hour is limited 
till four pm.   
 
      The post office was inaugurated or rather became functional with effect from 05 Nov 1983. For the 
job three local chaps were interviewed. First one had education up to class V, the second one had 
studied up to class VI. The third one and the most qualified candidate was having Class VII pass status. 
So, he was appointed for the job. Additional advantage in his favour was availability of spare space at 
residence for operating the post office. It began in 1983, with a monthly rent of INR 40 from India Post 
when commissioned and later on gradually revised to INR 200 (according 2016 data).   
 
      The name of the post master is Rinchen Chhering. He has been at the helm of affairs since 
beginning of this humble post office. His commitment and dedication for the job brings smiles on the 
faces of local villagers who live in this mountainous range. According to the experiences of the tourists, 
whenever he was out for some errands for a short while, either his wife or daughter extends helping 
hands to them. They have their agricultural farm right behind their residence. Rinchen will shortly be 
due for retirement. 
 
      The Postal Index Number (PIN) Code of this post office is 172 114.  The elevation of the place is 
4,400 m or 14,567 feet from the mean sea level. This makes Hikkim Post Office, a post office located 
at the highest elevation in the world! 
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India Abroad 
 
      Canada Post issued a stamp on 15 October, 2020 to commemorate Diwali. 
 

 
The FDC of Canada Post 

 
 

      Kenya issued two postage stamps featuring Mahatma Gandhi on 2 October 2020 in connection 
with his 150th Birth Anniversary 
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Aspirin – The miracle from a tree 
 

Dr. Sajikumar. J 
Parabrahma Specialty 

Hospital, Oachira 
 

 
      Aspirin is the trade name for acetylsalicylic acid, which was launched on the market 

by the Friedrich Bayer & Company in 1899. In  addition  to its  uses  as a common  

analgesic, antipyretic and  anti-inflammatory drug, medical  researchers  have  

demonstrated  the  use  of aspirin as a life-saving preventive medicine for use in 

conditions that include heart attack, stroke, colon cancer; complications in pregnancy, in 

diabetes, and also in dementia. 

 

      While  there  is  no  extensive  

philatelic  coverage  of  aspirin itself, the 

evolving story of its discovery and the 

determination  of  its  mechanism  of  

action  can  be  followed  through selected postage stamps. 

 

      Willows, from the genus Salix, are a group of deciduous trees 

and shrubs, found primarily on moist soils in cold and temperate 

regions. They are charged with acetylsalicylic acid. 

 

      The father of modern medicine, Hippocrates, (460 - 377 B.C) 

has left historical records of pain relief treatments, including the 

use of powder made from the bark and leaves of the willow tree to help heal headaches, pains fevers and labour 

pains. Another champion Greek physician Galen also used 

willow extracts extensively. In 1763  an  English  clergyman,  

Rev Edward  Stone  observed its beneficial effect in treating 

many of his parishioners  for  rheumatism.  Stone was an 

advocate of Paracelsus’ “Doctrine of Signatures,” which  

presumed  there  was a geographical  or  ecological  association  

between  the  conditions  that produced a human disorder and 

the plants whose extracts cured it. 

 

      The chemical investigation of the healing properties of the substance within the willow bark had begun in the 

early 19th century. This investigation was driven in part by Napoleon’s continental blockade on imports, which 

affected suppliers of Peruvian cinchona-tree bark, another natural source of salicylic acid. In 1820 French chemist 

Joseph Pelletier (1788-1842) and Joseph-Bienaime Caventou (1795-1877) isolated quinine from cinchona bark. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Felix Hoffmann, a German chemist, produced a stable form of acetylsalicylic acid, in 1897. Hoffmann, was 

searching for something to relieve his father's arthritis. He studied French chemist Charles Gergardt's experiments 

and "rediscovered" acetylsalicylic acid--or aspirin, as we now know it. 

Colombian stamp on 

100 years of Aspirin

  

 

 

 

          Hippocrates, Galen & Paracelsus 
 

 

 

Willow trees, the source of aspirin can be found 

on a variety of stamps 
 

 

 

Cinchona             Pelletier & Caventou
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.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      The precise mechanism of the action of  aspirin  was described  in  1970  by the  British  pharmacologist John 

Vane, who  showed  that  aspirin  achieved  its effects by inhibiting  the  production  of prostaglandins. Vane was 

knighted and jointly awarded the 1982 Nobel  Prize  for  Medicine, along with the Swedish scientists Sune 

Bergström and Bengt Samuelsson  “for  their  discoveries  concerning  prostaglandins and related biologically 

active substances.” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      A Red Cross worker carries a package labelled ‘aspirine’ in 

the 1972 stamp from Central African Republic. The current use 

of aspirin as a stroke preventative is reflected in this 1999 Gabon 

stamp commemorating 100 years of discovery of aspirin. 

 

     Aspirin has an 

antiplatelet effect 

by inhibiting 

thromboxane. Aspirin is used long-term, at low doses, to help 

prevent heart attacks, strokes, and thrombosis in people at high 

risk. Aspirin may be effective at preventing certain types of cancer, 

particularly colorectal cancer. Aspirin is a first-line treatment for 

acute rheumatic fever and many chronic inflammatory conditions 

like rheumatoid arthritis. 

Uruguayan stamp booklet celebrating the centenary of 

aspirin. Featured is a portrait of Felix Hoffmann  

and his signature 
 

 

 

The chemical structure of aspirin appeared 

on a 1990 German stamp 

 

 

 

John Vane 

 

 

 

Sune Bergström and Bengt Samuelsson 

 

 

 

Crystals of aspirin

  

 

 

 

Nicholas Aspro advertising envelope 1931. 

 

 

 

Myocardial infarction and Rheumatoid arthritis 
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Philatelic Passport 
 

Dr. M R Ramesh Kumar 
President, GPNS 

 
      Goa is land of rich cultural heritage and cultural diversity,  The most popular celebrations in the 
Indian state of Goa are the Goa Carnival, (Konkani:Intruz), Sao Jao (Feast of John the Baptist) Ganesh 
Chaturthi (Konkani: Chavoth), Diwali, Christmas (Konkani: Natalam), Easter (Konkani: Paskanchem 
Fest), Samvatsar Padvo or Sanvsar Padvo, Shigmo, The largest festival in the state is the Feast of St. 
Francis Xavier (Goicho Saib)] Goa is also known for its New Year's celebrations. The Goan Carnival is 
known to attract a large number of tourists.    
 
      On the occasion of National Philately Day, Goa Postal Division released a Philatelic Passport on 
“Festivals of Goa-Series I” in the Philatelic Bureau, Panaji HO in the hands of Chief Guest, Dr. Carlos 
M Fernandes, Curator, Goa State Central Library Panaji on 13th October 2020. Dr M R Ramesh Kumar, 
President of Goa Philately and Numismatics Society (GPNS) and Dr Sudhir Jhakere, SSPO, Goa 
Postal Division were also presented in the function. 
 

     
 

      A Philatelic passport is a Unique collectible item, in which the name of different countries / locations 
/cities are provided along with pictures and local information on each separate page. An individual can 
paste a relevant stamp of the festival and get a cancellation from the nearby post office. This acts as a 
tourist guide for both domestic and foreign tourists and is a really fun activity.  
 
      There are 10 picture post cards which are kept in the passport, depicting the different festivals of 
the state of Goa, which can be used to send the letters to self or your friends anywhere in the world 
with even post crossing facility and place writing down the number. 
 
      The festivals included in the passport are: 
 

a) Carnival at Panjim 
b) Gulal at Zambaulim 
c) Sangodd at Candolim 
d) Chikhal Kaalo at Marcel 
e) Bonderam at Divar Island 

f) Gadyaanchi Zatra at Poinguinim 
g) Santachem Pursao at Goa velha 
h) Virabhadra at Sanguem 
i) Konnsanchem Fest at Raia 
j) Sotreo at Cuncolim 

 
      The festival photos were taken by Lynn Berreto Miranda member GPNS and the Graphic design 
was done by Aslesh Kamat, Secretary of GPNS. Both of them were felicitated at the function by Dr 
Sidhir Jhakere, Senior Superintendent of Post Offices, Goa Division. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goa_Carnival
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ganesh_Chaturthi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ganesh_Chaturthi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diwali
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shigmo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Culture_of_Goa#cite_note-6
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Knowledge Bank  
 

GUIDELINES ON JUDGING OPEN PHILATELY 
 

1: Competitive Exhibitions  

 

These Guidelines have been drafted with regards to Open Philately, to help the jury to judge the individual 

exhibits and to help exhibitors to develop their exhibits.  

 

2: Rules  

 

Open Philately seeks to broaden the range of exhibiting and to allow philatelists to include objects from other 

collecting fields in support of, and in order to develop, an understanding of the philatelic material shown.  

 

It provides an opportunity to present the range of research undertaken by showing the philatelic material in its 

cultural, social, industrial, commercial, or other context and to show wider and deeper knowledge of the topic.  

 

By allowing an extended range of material Open Philately has the further objective of bringing new collectors 

to the skill and enjoyment of exhibiting and demonstrating its attractiveness as a hobby.  

 

2.1 The philatelic material must be at least 50% of the exhibit.  

 

2.2 It is not a requirement that the non-philatelic material comprises half of the exhibit, but the variety of the 

nonphilatelic material will influence the judging of ‘Treatment’ as well as ‘Material’.  

 

3: Principles of Exhibit Composition  

 

Open Philately exhibits shows the dual aspects of philatelic and non-philatelic material, and the exhibit must 

develop the chosen subject in an imaginative and creative manner.  

 

Open Philately exhibits may include:  

 

3.1 All types of philatelic material included in all other exhibiting categories (see SREVs). 

 

 3.2 Non-philatelic material may include all types of items, excluding dangerous or prohibited material. 

Nonphilatelic items must be relevant to the chosen subject and serve to illustrate it.  

 

3.3 An Open Philately exhibit must show the development of the chosen subject in an imaginative and creative 

manner.  

 

3.4 The philatelic items must be described in the proper philatelic terms, as they would have been in a similar 

Traditional, Postal History, Thematic or any other exhibit.  

 

3.5 The non-philatelic items must be described and be relevant and assist the development of the exhibit.  

 

3.6 Exhibits may be planned chronologically, geographically or any other way that the exhibitor may feel 

appropriate to employ.  

 

4: Criteria for Evaluating and Judging Exhibits  

 

4.1 The importance of understanding an Open Philately exhibit can mean that the necessary text will be 

included to provide background information for the chosen subject. However, all text must be concise and 
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clear, and the nonphilatelic material must improve the understanding of the open philately subject and the 

attractiveness of the exhibit.  

 

4.2 Open Philately exhibits will be judged by approved specialists in their respective fields. 

 

Treatment   30 

 Title and Plan 10  

 Treatment 20  

    

Knowledge and Research   35 

 Philatelic Knowledge and Research 20  

 Non-philatelic Knowledge and Research 15  

    

Material   30 

 Condition 10  

 Rarity 20  

    

Presentation   5 

    

Total   100 

 

5: Treatment  

 

5.1 A total of 10 points should be related to Title and Plan, the relationship between the title of the exhibit, the 

scope of the story, and the structure of the exhibit.  

 

All Open Philately exhibits must contain an Introductory or Title Page to show:  
- The aim of the exhibit  

- - Relevant general information on the subject being developed in the exhibit - A plan explaining the 

development of the exhibit.  

- The plan should not include an extensive text, but a logical division of the topic in sections to provide idea of the 

contents of the exhibit for the jury and the public  

- - An indication of personal research  

- - A bibliography.  

A well thought out introductory page will assist both the exhibitor, the judges, fellow exhibitors and the public.  

 

5.2 The points for Treatment are 20 points.  

 

6: Knowledge and Research  

 

6.1 Research should be interpreted in a wider sense and generally show the exhibitor’s thorough knowledge of 

the topic. This knowledge is documented through the choice of material and the use of brief but sufficient text.  

 

6.2 A total of 35 points can be given for Knowledge and Research.  

 

6.3 These 35 points are divided into 20 points for Philatelic Knowledge and Research and 15 points for 

Nonphilatelic Knowledge and Research.  

 

7: Condition and Rarity  

 

7.1 A total of 30 points can be given for Condition and Rarity.  
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7.1.1 These 30 points are divided with 10 points for Condition of both the philatelic and the non-philatelic 

material and 20 points for the Rarity of the philatelic and non-philatelic material.  

7.1.2 Reproductions should be at least 25% different in size from the original.  

 

7.2 Philatelic material:  

 

7.2.1 All philatelic material must be original.  

 

7.3 Non-Philatelic material:  

 

7.3.1 All non-philatelic material, including photographs, should be original where at all possible.  

 

7.3.2 It is expected that exhibitors exploit the possibilities available with the use of non-philatelic material 

in the development of the topic, and that they use a variety of non-philatelic material and not just postcards 

and other pictorial matter.  

 

8: Presentation  

 

8.1 Good presentation, worth up to five points, is important. The exhibit should appeal to the eye and each sheet 

in every frame, as well as the overall impression of the exhibit, should be well-balanced.  

 

8.2 Due to the often large or unorthodox sizes of non-philatelic materials, mounting on A3 size sheets can often 

be advantageous to achieve a more attractive presentation.  

 

8.3 The non-philatelic material must be no more than 5 mm in thickness, so that it can be mounted in standard 

exhibition frames. 

 

 9: Awards  

 

9.1 All exhibits will be evaluated by allocating points for each of the above respective criteria.  

 

9.2 Awards are represented by points (60 to 100) and a trophy medal or an award certificate. FIP medals will 

not be awarded, but the results will be registered in the FIP record. Certificate of participation will be given to 

exhibits attaining less than 60 points.  

 

9.3 A five frame exhibit in Open Philately awarded 85 points or more at a FIP exhibition within the last ten 

years is eligible to show eight frames starting from the 72nd FIP Congress on 24 June 2012 in Jakarta.  

 

9.4 In the event of any discrepancies in the text arising from translation, the English text shall prevail.  

 

One of the most important aims with Open Philately is to encourage collecting  

 

These Guidelines on judging Open Philately were approved at the 116th meeting of the FIP Board in Sofia, on 

April 16, 2018. 

 

 

 

 

      "Stamp Collecting dispels boredom, enlarges our vision, broadens our 

knowledge, makes us better citizens and in innumerable ways, enriches our 

lives" - President Roosevelt                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
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PHILAVIRTU-2020 
A Review 

 
Mohanachandran Nair 

 

      The first Indian virtual National Stamp Exhibition with international participation, PHILAVIRTU-2020 
concluded successfully on 23rd October, 2020. The exhibition was organised by International 
Collectors’ Society of Rare Items, Pune under the patronage of Philatelic Congress of India.  
 
      The inauguration of the exhibition was done online on 10th October 2020 by the Chief Guest Shri. 
Pradipta Kumar Bisoi, Secretary, Department of Posts.  In the opening ceremony the following guests 
were present.   
 
      Dr.Charles Lobo, Member (Operations), Department of Posts,  Akhok Kumar Poddar, Additional 
Director General, Department of Posts,  Bernard Beston, President FIP,  Prakob Chirakiti, President 
FIAP, Damyanti Pittie, President PCI 
 
 
 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                       President ICSRI & Pratisad Neurgaonkar               Pradip Kumar Bisoi Releasing the Special Cover 

 
      The President of ICSRI presided the meeting and Pratisaad Neurgaonkar, Secretary, Philavirtu 
made a welcome speech. 
 

    
Lifetime Achievement Award Ajeet Raj Singhee Ashok Kumar Bayanwala Damayanti Pittie 

 
      To commemorate Philavirtu-2020 a special cover was released by the Chief Guest on the occasion. 
Three Lifetime Achievement Awards were also felicitated to Shri.Ajeet Raj Singhee, Shri. Ashok Kumar 
Bayanwala and Smt. Damayanti Pittie.  
 
      A total of 221 philatelists from different parts of the world participated and have displayed more 
than 900 frames under different classes.  No invitee class exhibits were displayed.  This was a great 
loss to the viewers. 
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      In connection with the exhibition a lot of seminars by experts in different topics were organised.  
Seminars started one week before the commencement of the exhibition.  These recorded seminars 
were available in the Virtual Auditorium and the visitors could enjoy it as per their choice.  Other 
seminars were conducted serially from 11 to 21 October at 6.30 pm., which were free to attend by the 
public by using the links published in their website and other social media.  
 
      An online quiz programme was also conducted on 20 October at 4.30 pm for youth groups.  Col. 
Vembu Shankar was the quiz master.  Participants were classified under 3 age groups.  Age 10-15, 
16-18 and 19-21.  One winner from each group was awarded a cash prize of Rs.2500 plus one year 
subscription for the youth membership in the Royal Philatelic Society, London. 
 
      Virtual Lobby, Virtual Auditorium, Virtual Dealer Booths etc. were the highlights of the exhibition.  
Only eight philatelic dealers had participated in Philavirtu 2020. I think it was due to the exorbitant rent 
fixed by the organisers. The virtual dealers booths were operational at all times. 
 
      Results were declared on 23 October, one day later as announced. Participants’ names were not 
seen in the list of results for the first two days. The jurors declared 3 Gold Medals, 13 Large Vermeils, 
20 Vermeils, 30 Large Silver, 45 Silver, 24 Silver Bronze and 23 Bronze medals.  For one frame exhibits 
only marks were given.  In addition to medals 6 Special Prizes were also declared in multi frame 
exhibits.  Under Youth class 3 best prizes were also declared. I congratulate all the winners. 
 
      There were six entries under Championship Class.  Of which two entries were shortlisted for 
declaring as Champion of Champions.  The shortlisted entries belong to Shri. Rajesh Jhunjhunwala 
and Smt.Damayanti Pitti.  The Champion of Champions Trophy went to Shri. Rajesh Jhunjhunwala for 
his exhibit “Postal History of India – British Era (1854-1876)”.  It was declared by Shri. Sahadeva Sahoo, 
the Chairman of the jury at the valedictory function.  The best exhibit of the show went to Shri.Piyush 
Khaitan for his exhibit “Indian Crash Mail – 100 years of Postal Salvage”.   
 

                 
                                      

                                         Rajesh Jhunjhunwala                                                  Piyush Khaitan 

 
      The online valedictory function started at 6.30 pm on 23 October.  Shri. Ashok Kumar Poddar, 
Additional Director, General Department of Posts was the chief guest at the function and Shri.Amitabh 
Singh, DDG Philately was the Guest of Honour.  Philatelic Excellence Award was given to Shri. Dan 
Walker at this function.  Jury report was  presented by Shri Sahadeva Sahoo, Chairman of the jury. 
Shri. Pratisaad Neurgaonkar, Secretary, Philavirtu 2020 presented a vote of thanks.  The meeting 
concluded at 8.00 pm. 
 
      The critique session was held on 24 October through a webinar.  Those who wish to attend the 
session had to register in advance for obtaining their slots.  Each registered member had given 5 
minutes to ask questions and to clarify their doubts. 
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Ashok Kumar Poddar and Pratisad Neurgaonkar Dan Walker 

 
      In my opinion the Philavirtu-2020 was totally a great success in all points of view except some 
drawbacks mentioned below.  The Virtual Lobby, Virtual Auditorium, Virtual dealer booths etc. were 
high standard and user friendly.  Seminars really helped a lot to philatelists for securing additional 
knowledge.  It is sure that the exhibition was user friendly and could be viewed by unlimited visitors 
from all over the world. 
 
      The drawbacks/omissions which I noticed are: 
 

1. The first and important one was the speed of the site.  It took too much time to download the exhibits 
compared with other virtual exhibitions recently concluded. I have a doubt that viewers might have 
skipped most of the exhibits due to this delay. 
 

2.  Exorbitant fees for frames and virtual dealer booths made some philatelists and dealers keep away 
from the exhibition. 
 

3.  Payment Gateway System was not working for the first three-four days to remit the fees. 
 

4.  Lack of Invitee Class/Court of Honour 
  
5.  No live auction was took place as announced 
 

6.  No digital souvenir cum catalogue was issued till date. 
 
7. Organisers failed to adhere to the time schedule in all aspects. 
 

8. Some exhibits were virtually created while others created manually and uploaded the scanned 
images of which clarity was very poor. 
  

 
 

Special cover issued to commemorate Philavirtu-2020 on 10 October 2020 
 

      Any way this exhibition had made the philatelists a motivation during this pandemic period.  We 
know that most of the international and national exhibitions were canclled or postponed due to Covid-
19.  In this situation it is no doubt that the virtual philatelic exhibition Philavirtu-2020 played an important 
role in this field. 
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PICTURE POSTCARDS ON WILDLIFE WEEK 2020 
 

      On 5th October, 2020, Department of Posts, Goa Division. Released10 
Picture Post Cards and Special Cancellation on “Wildlife week -2020” at Tapal 
Bhawan, Patto, Panjim by Dr N Vinod Kumar, Post Master General, Goa Region 
in the presence of Dr Sudhir Jakhere (IpoS), Senior Supdt. of Post Offices, Goa 
Division and Dr M R Ramesh Kumar, eminent Philatelist and President of Goa 
Philately and Numismatics Society, . 
 
      The picture post cards are second in the series, the first series were released 
on 28 July, 2020. The photo credits of the picture 
post cards goes to the eminent photographers 
Prasanna Parab, Shashikant Naik and Omkar 
Dharwadwadkar. 
 
      All the picture post cards have QR codes. The 
photographers were felicitated with Certificates 
by the PMG, Dr N Vinodkumar. 
 
      A set of 10 picture post cards plain will be 
available for Rs.150/- and cancelled ones at 
Rs.250/- at Head Post Office, Panjim 

 

 

 
Malabar Barbet 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Malabar Grey Hornbill 

 

Crimson-backed Sunbird Grey-headed Bulbul 

   

Grey-fronted Green-Pigeon 

 

Flame-Throated Bulbul White-bellied Blue Flycatcher 

   
Nilgiri Wood Pigeon Square-tailed Bulbul Rufous Babbler 

 
 

Courtesy: Dr. M R Ramesh Kumar 
President, 

GPNS, Goa 
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SPECIAL COVERS 
 
 

  
MALLESWARAM : 08 October 2020 

Wildlife Week 
 

GADAG CITY : 08 October 2020 
Kappatagudda Wildlife Sanctuary 

  
MALLESWARAM : 08 October 2020 

Kudremukh National Park 
 

MALLESWARAM : 08 October 2020 
Rajiv Gandhi National Park 

  
MALLESWARAM : 08 October 2020 

Anshi National Park 
 

MALLESWARAM : 08 October 2020 
Bannerghatta National Park 

  
MALLESWARAM : 08 October 2020 

Bandipur National Park 
GADAG CITY : 08 October 2020 
Magadikere Conservtion Reserve 
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SAMBALPUR : 18 January 2020 
DAV Public School, MCL, Burla 

 

PANAJI : 09 October 2020 
180th Year of Establishment of Postal Services 

  
BENGALURU : 13 October 2020 

Treasure of India’s Heritage 

 

 BENGALURU : 15 October 2020 
Reliable and Faster 

  
SARANKUL S 0 : 20 August 2020 

Janughantia – Wandering Mendicant  

 

INDORE GPO : 09 October 2020 
Corona Warrior – India Post  

  
INDORE GPO : 02 October 2020 

151st Gandhi Jayanthi 
 

RAJKOT : 02 October 2020 
Mahatma Gandhi Museum 

  
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM : 13 October 2020 
International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction 

THRISSUR CITY : 13 October 2020 
St. Mary’s College Thrissur, Platinum Jubilee 
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BALANGIR : 09 October 2020 

National Postal Week – Always Wear Mask 
 

BALANGIR : 10 October 2020 
National Postal Week – Don’t Touch Your Eyes, 

Nose and Mouth 

  
BALANGIR : 12 October 2020 

National Postal Week – Spl. Care for Sr. Citizens 
BALANGIR : 13 October 2020 

National Postal Week – Be Active and Stay Healthy 
 

  
BALANGIR : 14 October 2020 

National Postal Week – Donate Plasma : Save Lives 
BALANGIR : 15 October 2020 

National Postal Week – Avoid Travelling to Infected 
Countries 

  
LUCKNOW : 13 October 2020 

AHIMSAPEX 
KEONJHARGARH : 13 October 2020 

India Fights Against COVID-19 
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CHENNAI : 13 October 2020 

COVID-19 – Big Salute to Corona Warriors 

 

CHENNAI : 13 October 2020 
COVID-19 – Big Salute to Corona Warriors 

 
 

 

 

 
CHENNAI : 13 October 2020 

COVID-19 – Prevention is better than cure 

 

CHENNAI : 13 October 2020 
COVID-19 – Prevention is better than cure 

  

CHENNAI : 13 October 2020 
COVID-19 – Prevention is better than cure 

TIRUCHIRAPPALLI : 13 October 2020 
Philately Day 

 
 

 

 

 
BENGALURU : 13 October 2020 

DEBUTPEX 2020 – 151 Years of Postcards 
 

PANCHIKULA : 14 October 2020 
Salute to Covid-19 Warriors 

 

  
BALANDA : 15 October 2020 

Maa Hingula Peeth 
BENGALURU : 15 October 2020 

Global Hand Washing Day 



 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol III, Issue No.57/November, 2020 
 
30 

  
DEHRADUN : 05 October 2020 

Mahatma Khushi Ram Public Library, Dehradun 
 

HYDERABAD GPO : 9 October 2020 
A Salute to the Postal Corona Warrior 

 

  
THIRUVANAIKOIL : 07 October 2020 

Centenary Celebrations of The High School 
 

FAIZABAD : 20 October 2020 
Shri Hanuman Garhi, Ayodhya Dham 

 

  
COIMBATORE : 09 October 2020 

National Postal Week-World Post Day 
 

AMBALA : 13 October 2020 
Adi Badri Narayan Temple 

  
AMBALA : 13 October 2020 

World Philately Day 
 

AMBALA : 13 October 2020 
Saraswati Udgam Sthal Saraswati Kund Adi Bdri 

  
AMBALA : 13 October 2020 
Adi Badri Narayan Temple 

AMBALA : 13 October 2020 
Adi Badri Narayan Temple 
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KOLKATA : 17 October 2020 

Nav Durga (First Night) – Shailaputri 
 

KOLKATA : 18 October 2020 
Nav Durga (Second Night) - Brahmacharini 

  
KOLKATA : 19 October 2020 

Nav Durga (Third Night) – Chandraghanta 
 

KOLKATA : 20 October 2020 
Nav Durga (Fourth Night) - Kushmanda 

  
KOLKATA : 21 October 2020 

Nav Durga (Fifth Night) – Skandamata 
 

KOLKATA : 22 October 2020 
Nav Durga (Sixth Night) - Katyayani 

  
KOLKATA : 23 October 2020 

Nav Durga (Seventh Night) – Kalaratri 
 

KOLKATA : 24 October 2020 
Nav Durga (Eighth Night) - Mahagauri 

  
KOLKATA : 25 October 2020 

Nav Durga (Nineth Night) - Siddhidatri 
AGRICULTURAL INSTITUTE S O : 27 October 2020 

SHUATS – 110 years of dedicated service 
 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan & Suresh 



 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol III, Issue No.57/November, 2020 
 
32 

SPECIAL/SLOGAN CANCELLATIONS ON COVID-19 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Rourkela-769001 
 

Panaji-403001 

    
Championreefs-563117 Temporary one day cancellation at Tejpur-784001 

on 02.10.2020 
 

 

  
Gangtok H O-737101 

 
Margoa-403601 

  
Sambalpur H O-766001 Balangir-767001 
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New Issues from Other Countries 
 

SPAIN 
COVID-19 

 

 
 

                          HUNGARY                                                      MONACO 

                         Christmas                                             75th Anniversary of UN 

                  
 

PORTUGAL 

International Year of the Plant Health 

 
 

Courtesy: Wopa+ 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

The vision:  To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged 
in this Association 
                 
The mission:   
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately, 
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,   
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli 
    quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,  
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,  
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India     

MEMBERSHIP FEE:  

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and 
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/- 
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only). 

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1st April to 31st March.  

2.  LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable 
in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.750/- 
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).  

 Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.  

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18 
years and paying the full membership fee.  

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the 
subscription within three months from the due date (1st April) shall cease to be a member.  

ADMISSION FEE: All applicants should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of  
                              entrance. 

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account.  Account Name: ANANTHAPURI 
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION.  Account No: 32270854728  Bank: State Bank of India Branch: 
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBIN0003826.  

MONTHLY MEETING:  We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road, 
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram.  Members attending the monthly 
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue. 

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM, 
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948) 
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Forthcoming Events 
 

HIMPEX – 2020 
 

      First Himachal State Level Virtual Philatelic 
Exhibition will be on 2 to 7 November 2020.  The 
exhibition is open to all philatelists residing in 
Himachal Pradesh and Punjab.   
 

      For more details: Asst. Postmaster General 
(Philately), Secretariat committee, 3rd Floor 
Rajhans Bhavan, Kasumpti, Shimla-171009 
 

      Email: philately.hp@gmail.com    
 

 

NATIONAL VIRTUAL EXHIBITION BY PCI 
 

      The Philatelic Congress of India is going to 
organise a National Level Virtual Philatelic 
Exhibition between November-December 2021.  
Details awaited. 
 

 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITIONS 

 
TAIPEI 2021 

 

      The 38th FIAP Asian International Stamp 
Exhibition, Taipei, Chinese Taipei to be held from 
4 to 8 June, 2020.  Mr. Rajan Jayakar has been 
appointed as Indian National Commissioner.  He 
may be contacted at +919821072417 
Email: rajanjayakar1948@gmail.com  
 

PHILANIPPON 2021 
 

      The FIP World Championship Exhibition to be 
held in Japan from 25 to 30 August 2021.  Mr. 
Surendra Kotadia has been appointed as Indian 
National Commissioner.  He may be contacted at 
+919819903789 
Email: surendrakotadia@gmail.com  
 

 

Forthcoming Issues of India 
 

Covid Warriors, P V Narasimha Rao 
 

 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin 
are based on the information obtained from reliable 
sources.  Maximum care has been taken to ensure 
the accuracy of the contents, however we give no 
guarantee on reliability or completeness of the 
information. 

 

Philatelic Links 
www.indianairmails.com  
www.bharatexotics.com 
http://timbrophily.com 

www.philamart.com 

www.collectorbazar.com 

www.stampsofindia.com  

www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com   

www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com  

www.indianstampghar.com  

www.indianphilately.net 

www.exponet.info 

www.stangib.com 

www.indiapost.gov.in 

www.philamirror.info 

http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 

http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 

www.indiastudycircle.org 

www.sipa.org.in 

www.philcent.com  

www.vadophil.org 

www.indianphilatelics.com 

www.mintageworld.com 

https://dharaastamps.co.in 

www.samsshopping.com` 

www.worldwide-mint.com 

http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 

https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 

 

   
 

      Articles are invited from readers with illustrations 
to be published in this bulletin.  Please send your 
write ups in MS Word only, to our email ID: 
apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   News and philatelic activities 
in your locality are also welcome.  Philatelic Clubs 
and Associations may send their brief reports on day 
to day activities. 
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