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Editorial JZ4

Dear Friends,

I am happy to announce that we complete five years
of our publication with this issue. On this occasion |
would like to thank all our contributors and well-wishers
for making this bulletin one among the best philatelic
magazines. | expect your sincere support in future
also. Our next issue will be the fifth anniversary issue
and so you can expect more articles.

This year the Government of India decided to
celebrate the 125" Birth Anniversary of Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose with effect from 23 January 2021. This
day will be celebrated as “Parakram Diwas” every year
beginning with 2021. A stamp with first day cancellation
and a special postmark of Netaji was issued on this
day. | expect more stamps and cancellations from
some other countries to celebrate this occasion.

The coming 4th February 2021 is the 100th birth
anniversary of former president of India, Shri. K. R.
Narayanan. India Post has not yet issued a stamp on
him. Fifteen years has gone after his death. In this
situation | request India Post to issue a commemorative
postage stamp on him at the earliest.

Happy collecting.

Mohanachandran Nair
Mobile:9387801948
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Readers’ Column

The Editor,

Received January 2021 issue of Ananthapuri
Stamp Bulletin. As usual it is very interesting and
informative.

"Rashtrapati Bhavan" is good article. | would like to
add one franking of Rashtrapati Bhawan in this theme
from my collection which is attached.

Regards,
Sudhir Jain
Secretary, Central India Philatelic Society
Satna.

President’s Sccretariat,
Rashitrapati Bhavan
New Delhi-1 10004

Shri Mohanachandran Nair,

Firstly I wish you Sir and your Family a Happy,
Rewarding, Successful and Healthy Gregorian Year
2021.

Secondly please accept my humble appreciation

for the superlative quality of the
ANANTHAPURI STAMP BULLETIN sent by you
without even one interruption throughout the

rampaging global pandemic Corona 19, which is the
product of the tireless, dedicated, sole and singular
effort of YOU alone Sir.

Thirdly | want to place on record that only gifted,
exceptional and rare personalities like YOU can create
and sustain superlative ‘'creations' such as the
"ANANTHAPURI STAMP BULLETIN" ( The very Best)
which is Yours’s justas..................

Fourthly, wish you the very Best Sir
With unlimited appreciations and sincere regards

Col M N Gopakumar (Retd.)
emengopa@gmail.com
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New Indian Issues

125" Birth Anniversary Year of 50 years of full Statehood of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Himachal Pradesh
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Stamp Rs.5.00 Stamp Rs.5.00
Issued on 23.01.2021 Issued on 25.01.2021

Why India Post not issued a postage stamp on
K R Narayanan?

Even though the repeated requests of different Philatelic Clubs, especially from
Kerala, India Post neglect our former President Shri. K R Narayanan to issue a
commemorative postage stamp even after his death on 9 November 2005. The
coming 4" February 2021 is his birth centenary. We hope India Post will
commemorate him on this occasion. Otherwise we request all philatelists to
fight for issuing a stamp on him.

Mohanachandran Nair, Editor

PE BHARATEXOTICS LATEST ARRIVALS:

GET EXCLUSIVE STAMPS FROM
DIFFERENT COUNTRIES

CHECK OUT LATEST PRODUCTS, AND MORE
GET THE BEST ACCESSORIES IN INDIA FROM PRINZ

LOGINTO

WWW.BHARATEXOTICS.COM

FOR JOINING OUR EXCLUSIVE WHATSAPP GROUP
CONTACT; 8086383125, 7510177992
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News in Brief
PHILATELY PARK AT VELLORE HPO

The unused space at the premises of Vellore Head Post Office was converted into a beautifully
arranged philately park. This 200-meter-long and 15-meter-wide area has been erected with boards
having stamp images representing Vellore. It contains the date of release, the denomination and some
description about the particular stamp. In addition to this there are some boards with a collection of
women from Tamil Nadu and historical places in the State. The park was inaugurated on the new year
day (1.1.2021)

(IR

Visitors viewing the park

PHILATELIC BUREAU AT SAMBALPUR INAUGURATED

Third philatelic Bureau of Odisha state was inaugurated today on 16.01.2021 at Sambalpur by
honorable member of Parliament Shri Nitin Gangadeb.
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In connection with the inauguration, a Special Cover was released by the honorable member of
Parliament.
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NEW BOOK ‘BUDDHISM ON STAMPS’ RELEASED

A fully coloured coffee table type book “Buddhism on Stamps” was firstly released by Smt. Sharda
Sampath, Chief Postmaster General, Karnataka Circle in a function organised at the Philatelic Bureau,
Bengaluru on 7 January 2021.

The author of the book is Mr. M. Lokeswara Rao, IFS who is the retired Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests and Head of Forest Force in Nagaland. He has keen interest in Philately as well as Painting.
He has been collecting Buddhism stamps for quite some time because he likes nature and the Buddhist
Philosophy. The book narrates the story of Buddhism through the philatelic materials in his collection.

The book was also released at Maha Bodhi Society, Bangalore on 10 January, 2021. Read review
in page number of this bulletin.
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FLIGHT CARRIED SPECIAL COVERS
1. Tirupati to Kalaburagi & Kalaburagi to Tirupati

Star Air commenced flights between Kalaburagi in Karnataka and Tirupati in Andhra Pradesh from
11.1.2021 under the Centre's regional connectivity scheme UDAN. The airline will be operating three
weekly flights on the route and will deploy its 50-seater Embraer-145 aircraft. Tirupati and Kalaburagi
were part of the erstwhile Vijayanagara Empire. Lord Krishnadevaraya was a staunch devotee of Lord
Sri Venkateswara. A special cover on the gold coin was issued by Sri Krishnadevaraya and it carries
the image of Lord Sri Venkateswara on the obverse and inscribed in Devanagiri 'Sri Krishna Raya'.
This first flight ignites the memory of the royal connection between Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka.

In connection with this flight Department of Posts released two first flight carried special covers (1)
Tirupati to Kalaburagi and (2) Kalaburagi to Tirupati.
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2. Belagavi to Nashik

Star Air also started commercial flights between the cities of Belagavi (Karnataka) and Nashik
(Maharashtra) from 25.1.2021 under the Centre's regional connectivity scheme UDAN. In connection
with this flight Department of Posts released a first flight carried special cover.

Ferorefl J anferas

BELAGAVI TO NASHIK
B

PICTURE POSTCARD RELEASED ON WORLD HINDI DAY

In connection with World Hindi Day 2021, a Picture Postcard was released on 10 January 2021 by
Smt. Sharada Sampath, Chief Postmaster General, Karnataka Circle at Meghdoot Hall, Bengaluru
GPO.

ENE o D T

S

World Hindi Day - 10 January 2021

The Picture on the postcard depicts the works of Prize winners of Hindi Postcard Competition.
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40™ INDIAN SCIENTIFIC EXPEDITION TO ANTARCTICA

To commemorate the 40" Indian Scientific Expedition to Antarctica, which commenced recently
from Mormugao Port Trust, two Special Covers, two presentation packs and a set of 10 picture
postcards were released by Goa Postal Division on 04 January 2021.

INDIAN SCIENTIFIC
FXPENITINN

One of the two covers have been handed over to the expedition team, who will take it to the Maltri
post office in Antarctica and return with it bearing the station’s cancellation.

NEW GOVERNING BODY OF LUCKNOW PHILATELIC SOCIETY

Triennial elections to form the executive committee of the prestigious Lucknow Philatelic Society
were held under the supervision of returning officer Mr K C Gupta on 17 Jan 2021.

The following members were elected unopposed for the period 2021 to 2024.

Mr Ashok Kumar- President

Mr Navin Singh- General Secretary

Mr Kalim Athar Khan-Joint Secretary

Mr Ramesh Chandra- Treasurer

Mr Sandeep Chaurasia- In charge Media

Col Akhil Kumar- Organisation Secretary

We wish them all the best and believe that Lucknow Philatelic Society will remain vibrant with their
efforts and cooperation of all members.
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ISC FORTNIGHTLY DISPLAY ZOOM MEETINGS

The Sixteenth Virtual Zoom Display meeting of India Study Circle For Philately was held on 9
January 2021 at 8.30 pm to 10.30 pm IST. The following three presentations were done in the meeting

by the respective speakers.

British Indian UPU souvenirs

Eric Winter
Time: 20.35t021.15 IST

Max Smith
Time:21:15 to 21:50 IST

Indore - Part 3
Sandeep Jaiswal

Time: 21:50 to 22:30IST

Nearly 50 people from different parts of the world participated in each meeting. The next ISC display
meeting will be held on 6 February 2021 at 20:30 IST.

The latest Zoom meeting recordings are uploaded in the website of ISC

PICTORIAL POST CARD OF NETAJI RELEASED

A commemorative Picture Postcard was released on 23 January 2021 on commencement of 125th
Birth Anniversary Celebrations of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose by Mrs Sharda Sampath , CPMG
Karnataka Circle at Bengaluru.

(4 BRAVERY DAY g
g

Prease ke o look 4 www Sebatpen com

Courtesy: Col. Akhil Kumar
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PICTORIAL POST CARD AND SPECIAL CANCELLATION RELEASED

Prayag Philatelic Society, Allahabad released a pictorial post card of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose
on 23 Jan 2021 in connection with his125th Birth Anniversary celebrations.
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A special cancellation of Netaji was also released at Allahabad featuring Indian National Congress
flag and the words in Hindi ‘Jai Hind’ ‘Chalo Delhi’ and ‘Remembering Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’
in English.

Courtesy: Rahul Ganguli

PARAKRAM DIWAS

The Indian Government decided to celebrate 23 January, the birth day of Subhash Chandra Bose
as Parakram Diwas every year beginning with 2021. In connection with this India Post released a
special postmark of Netaji which was provided at almost all Head Post Offices to affix the letters posted
on the day. The postmark features the picture of Netaji receiving guard of honour within a circle and
the words PRAKRAM DIWAS in Hindi and English outside the circle at the top and the date and post
office name at the bottom.

BRIl
3738 2IN L

Most of the postmarks were in the same design but found one different in social media (see the
third figure). Itis from Tehri Head Post Office (Pin.249001) which is in violet ink and PRAKRAM DIWAS
in Hindi and English are placed in between parallel circles. Also the size of the postmark is smaller
than the actual.

Readers are requested to find out such varieties and report us.
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SPECIAL COVER MADE OF COIR RELEASED

A carried special cover made of coir and other coconut products was released in a function held at
Vembanad Kayal Post Office, Alappuzha, Kerala, on 22 January 2021. The cover was carried in a
country boat, which was the traditional mode of conveying coir. The cover was released by Shri.
Pradipta Kumar Bisoi, Secretary, Department of Posts, and Chairman, Postal Services Board, by
handing over to Shri. Rajarajan, Chief PMG, Kerala Circle. Central Region Postmaster General
Mariamma Thomas, Central Region Postal Services Director Archana Gopinath and other officials
attended the function.

The cover was made of coir and other products of coconut, newspaper and cotton waste. The
paper used for making the cover was manufactured by the Central Coir Research Institute of the Coir
Board.

AALLTE 1O NETAN SUMEAS CIANIS BN
Cohenting L1900 Bk Aambarsary D0i8- 21

ONE FRAME EXHIBITION AT PATNA

In  connection with 125th birth anniversary
celebration of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, an one
frame philatelic exhibition on Netaji was conducted by
Senior Philatelist Shri. Pradip Jain, at Philatelic Bureau,
Patna GPO. The exhibition was opened to public from
23" to 30th January.
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EXTRAORDINARY SPECIAL COVER RELEASED

A unique extraordinary Special was released on 23 January 2021 at Guruvayur, Kerala. The novel
unique feature is a portion of palm leaf is pasted on the left lower portion of the cover. The writing on
the palm leaf is ‘Tapal’ in Malayalam, Tamil and Sanskrit. Palm leaves manuscripts are made out of
dried palm leaves. Palm leaves were used as writing materials in South Asia dating back 5th century.
In Greek the palm leaves is the symbol of NIKE the winged Goddess of Victory.
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The cover was released by Shri. Pradipta Kumar Bisoi, Secretary, Department of Posts, and
Chairman, Postal Services Board, by handing over it to Shri. Rajarajan, Chief PMG, Kerala Circle.
Central Region Postmaster General Smt. Mariamma Thomas was also present in the function.

PHILATELIC DISPLAY ON HIMACHAL PRADESH

The Himachal Pradesh 50™ year of full statehood day was celebrated on 25 January 2021 at Ridge
Shimla. The function was inaugurated by Shri. Bandaru Duttatreya, Governor of Himachal Pradesh in
the presence of Shri. Jairam Thankur, Chief Minister, Minister Mr. Suresh Bhardwaj, Mr. J P Nadda,
Mr Anurag Thankur and Chief PMG of Himachal Pradesh. A new postage stamp was released in the
function.

In connection with the celebration, an exhibition of different activities were conducted for 25" and
26" and further extended to 28™ due to excellent response by the public. Well known philatelist of
Himachal Pradesh, Major (Dr) Ritu Kalra displayed her philatelic collection of Himachal Pradesh at this
exhibition. Her exhibits also included stamps of Jubbal, Sirmour states which are more than hundred
years old and Special Covers.
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Animals in Petroleum Stamps

“Dig boy,dig.”
“Dig boy,dig.”

Kumar Biswas
Energy Philatelist
NOIDA

Yelled W L Lake, the engineer of The Assam Railways and Trading Company Limited (AR & Co)

at the working labours.

Legend dates back sometime in 1889, when the first oil well of India (under British rule) was being
dug, Lake had shouted to expedite the work. He was in the quest of petroleum while working for railway
construction work in Assam, India. The place later became the maternity block for Indian Petroleum
industry and was named ‘Digboy’. Thereafter the location was referred as Digboy in all references and

reports. Only in 1910 onwards, the name changed from Digboy to Digboi.

There are other variations of the story also about the origin of name ‘Digboy’. Some said that it
happened one day when after survey work a team returned to the camp. It was noticed that the legs of
the elephant, which was part and parcel of the team, were smeared with crude oil. The team traced

back to the location and digging started. Whatever may be the truth behind
the story, it was a fact that elephants were very essential in the early oil
exploration work in the inhospitable northeastern part of India, bordering
Burma (now Myanmar). There were herds of wild elephants too which would
invade the camps at times.

The story of early history of petroleum in India would be incomplete without
reference to the pachyderms. Considering the contributions made by the
elephants, they have been portrayed in Indian postage stamps of petroleum,
with due respect. On 29 December 1989, India Post had issued a postage
stamp on ‘Centenary of Indian Oil Production’. Since it was a stamp related to
petroleum, an oil derrick has been depicted right in the center of the stamp.
However, in order to express gratitude to the services rendered by the
pachyderms, an elephant was featured in the
front of the olil rig.

is the state animal of Assam.

Let us visit another postage stamp of India on petroleum. On 01
January 1962, the first public sector oil refinery of independent India at
Guwabhati, Assam was dedicated to the nation by Jawahar Lal Nehru, the
first Prime minister of independent India. The refinery was constructed
with Romanian collaboration. It was spelled as ‘Gauhati’ at that point of
time. A postage stamp was issued by India Post (the then Post and
Telegraph Department) in that occasion. In the top right corner of the
petroleum stamp there was a picture of a one horned rhinoceros. Rhino

Petroleum stamps are prized possessions of the petroleum philatelists across the globe,
irrespective of geographical boundaries. All paraphernalia of petroleum industry, ranging from

prospecting, exploration, production, drilling rigs (onshore and offshore),

refining, storage,
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transportation (road, rail-cars, pipelines, tankers etc.), marketing, oil terminals with storage tanks, tank
farms and pipelines, etc., have been depicted in various forms in stamps by different countries.
Petroleum producing countries have issued hundreds of stamps on petroleum. Also, the countries
which do not produce much of oil and gas and depend largely on import from oil producing countries,
have also issued a few stamps on petroleum. India depends nearly 83% on import of petroleum, for
meeting its insatiable energy demand! Yet India has issued a few postage stamps on petroleum,
ranging from exploration to production to refining etc.

Though petroleum is a highly technical and commercial subject from philately point of view, animals
have quietly sneaked their ways in petroleum stamps. It is interesting to note that in the petroleum
philatelic materials, several animals or creatures have appeared. The range is mind-boggling starting
from lamb to dog to horse to lion to elephant and many.

“‘Mary had a little lamb
little lamb, little lamb”

The evergreen nursery rhyme is perfect for pre-school students. But when herd of lamb / sheep
enters in petroleum stamps, question arises whether it was out of context? A big herd of sheep was
found at the forefront of drilling rigs in a stamp of Argentina. A wonderful combination of beauty of
nature and petroleum.
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Shell Philippines has a grazing buffalo in front of its refinery, from a 1960 picture. It appears that
herbivores have no problem in posing for petroleum related philatelic canvases.

Transportation of finished products from the refineries to the
consumers is a supply chain challenge today. So, it was yesterday.
Use of beasts of burden like bullocks, horses etc. was one of the
solutions of oil logistics which even existing today in some parts of the
world. The horse pulled carts were an integral part of oil business. The
stamp of Argentina “The 100th anniversary of the discovery of oil and
gas in Argentina’ (24 Nov 2007) showcases horse pulled carts
employed in petroleum industry.

Pertamina is a state-owned oil and natural gas company of
Indonesia. It was formed in 20 Aug 1968 by amalgamation of PN
Pertamin (founded in 1961) and PT Permina (founded on 10 Dec 1957). Its old logo had a pair of Sea
horses from 1961-1968 and with colour variation from 1968-2005. Pertamina on 10 December 2005,
replaced its old logo of pair of sea horses with the current one having an arrow shape with the 3 basic
colors of green, blue and red.

This stamp of Indonesia (1997) looks like an
excellent painting by an artist. At the backdrop of
mountain and clouds, there are flocks of birds
flying over refinery complex. Fluttering butterflies
over beautiful red flowers in the forefront cannot be
ignored. Pair of Pertamina sea horses are
additional beautification, supporting aquatic life.
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A lone butterfly was found to be hovering overhead of the working personnel at the backdrop of
drilling rig in this stamp of Suriname. The designer of the stamp might have combined technological
advancement with environment!
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The First Day Cover of Bangladesh on '5 Years of Peace and Development' has dove of peace
flying over an oil rig. The snake and eagle dual behind the drilling rig of a Mexico stamp brings raptors
in the petroleum scene.

AZIRBAYCAN rocru
AZQRBAYCAN POCTU 1997

Sea Gulls forms a perfect constituent for the deep-water drilling rig stamps of the world. Petro-
Canada has depicted Sea Gulls over deep water drilling rigs and so was Azerbaijan. A souvenir sheet
of UAE on 'The 50th Anniversary of the First Shipment of Oil' has sea gulls and a pair of diving dolphins,
depicted in two different stamps.

If animal world is there in petroleum stamps, can the King of jungle be far away? Lion and Sun
motif was the emblem of Persia (1423 - 1907) which was based
on astronomical as well as astrological configurations. In this
stamp of Iran (former Persia), majestic Lion was found in a
triangle in front of a torch.

When we drill for oil in the desert region, how the ship of
desert can be left behind? A pair of camels, with their riders
forms the foreground for this 'Hassi-Messaoud' oil field stamp of
Algeria.

These are only a few examples. There are many more petroleum stamps where side by side of
technical aspects of petroleum industry, several creatures have been featured. A very interesting
combination of technology and environment, amuses a petroleum philatelist.
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SPECIAL/SLOGAN CANCELLATIONS ON COVID-19

COVID-19 VACCINATION
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New Books

Buddhism on Stamps

Buddhism is the fourth largest religion in the world with about 500 million followers representing 7% to
8% of the total population. It was founded by Siddhartha Gautama (Buddha) 2500 years ago in India. The
word Buddha means ‘enlightened’. Spreading from India to East, South East Asia and from the 20" century,
Buddhism spread to West. Postage stamps on Buddhism have been released by several countries. Shri.
M. Lokeswara Rao made an excellent attempt to narrate the story of Gautama Buddha illustrated with
different philatelic materials in his book “Buddhism on Stamps”.

The book has 22 chapters which covers - Buddhism introduction, Jataka
Katas, Birth of Buddha, Twelve Deeds of Buddha, Eight Auspicious Symbols
of Buddhism, Monasteries, Chhoeten, Prayer Flag & Prayer Wheel, Musical
Instruments of Buddhism, Four Mythical Animals, Six Elements of Longevity,
Precious Attributes of Universal King, Teachings of Buddha, Buddhist
Mudras, Hand Gestures and their Meaning, Postures, Symbols Representing
Gautama Buddha, Buddhism in Different Parts of the World, Borobudur Ship
Expedition, Buddhist Festivals, Buddhist Sacred Places of the World,
Buddhism and World Peace, Reference. These chapters are illustrated with
the images of 1127 beautiful philatelic materials. Atthe end of the book under
Appendix, page wise details of these philatelic materials are mentioned.

This 280 page A4 size paperback edition is printed in high quality glossy
paper with all pages in colour. The cover was designed and the book was
published by the author itself. Foreword of this book was written by Smt.
Sharda Sampath, Chief Postmaster General, Karnataka Circle. The book can be used as a coffee table
book and as a reference book. It is sure that this book is useful to people from all walks of life especially
Academicians, Philatelists, Researchers and followers of Buddhism.

The price of the book was not mentioned in the book but it is selling through amazon at Rs.2350/- The
copies of this book can be had from the author directly or through amazon.com. His contact No is
9436215175. Email: madirajul@gmail.com

About the Author

M. Lokeswara Rao, IFS is the retired Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and Head of Forest Force
in Nagaland. He has held different positions in the Government of India DCF, Ministry of Environment and
Forests, Director of Institute of Biodiversity ICFRE, Hyderabad. Worked as Advisor Green Highways,
National Highways Authority of India, Ministry of Surface Transport, Govt. of India and as Director (Protect
Our Species), Earth Day Network.

His hobbies are Painting and Philately. He has displayed his paintings on “Buddha” in Bangalore, New
Delhi and different parts of the country. He received a large Silver medal for his exhibit “Buddhism” in
Sydney Stamp and Coin Expo 2019, and received large Silver in “Philavirtu 2020” exhibition. His other
philatelic collections are Orchids and Penny Red. He also got many awards for these collections in INPEX-
2017, INPEX-2019, Rocky Mountain Stamp show, USA in 2018, International Philatelic Exhibition, Macau,
China in 2018 etc.

He has authored different research papers and also authored the book “Biodiversity of World” based
on Philately and “Conservation through Forest Conservation Act”. His articles have appeared in different
magazines and newspapers in India and abroad.

By Mohanachandran Nair
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Astronomy Through Philately

Dr. M R Ramesh Kumar
President, GPNS

Astronomy is a natural science that studies celestial objects and phenomena. It uses mathematics,
physics, and chemistry in order to explain their origin and evolution. Objects of interest include planets,
moons, stars, nebulae, galaxies, and comets. Relevant phenomena include supernova explosions,
gamma ray bursts, quasars, blazars, pulsars, and cosmic microwave background radiation. More
generally, astronomy studies everything that originates outside Earth's atmosphere. Cosmology is a
branch of astronomy. It studies the Universe as a whole.

Astronomy is one of the oldest natural sciences. The early civilizations in recorded history made
methodical observations of the night sky. These include the Babylonians, Greeks, Indians, Egyptians,
Chinese, Maya, and many ancient indigenous peoples of the Americas. In the past, astronomy included
disciplines as diverse as astrometry, celestial navigation, observational astronomy, and the making of
calendars. Nowadays, professional astronomy is often said to be the same as astrophysics.

Professional astronomy is split into observational and theoretical branches. Observational
astronomy is focused on acquiring data from observations of astronomical objects. This data is then
analyzed using basic principles of physics. Theoretical astronomy is oriented toward the development
of computer or analytical models to describe astronomical objects and phenomena. These two fields
complement each other. Theoretical astronomy seeks to explain observational results and
observations are used to confirm theoretical results. An FDC on Astronomy is depicted below

Indian Astronomy

Indian astronomy has a long history stretching from pre-historic to modern times. Some of the
earliest roots of Indian astronomy can be dated to the period of Indus Valley Civilization or
earlier.Astronomy later developed as a discipline of Vedanga or one of the "auxiliary disciplines"
associated with the study of the Vedas, dating 1500 BCE or older. The oldest known text is the Vedanga
Jyotisha, dated to 1400-1200 BCE (with the extant form possibly from 700 to 600 BCE). Indian
astronomy was influenced by Greek astronomy beginning in the 4th century BCE and through the early
centuries of the Common Era, for example by the Yavanajataka and the Romaka Siddhanta, a Sanskrit
translation of a Greek text disseminated from the 2nd century. Indian astronomy flowered in the 5th—
6th century, with Aryabhata, whose Aryabhatiya represented the pinnacle of astronomical knowledge
at the time. Later the Indian astronomy significantly influenced Muslim astronomy, Chinese astronomy,
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European astronomy, and others. Other astronomers of the classical era who further elaborated on
Aryabhata's work include Brahmagupta, Varahamihira and Lalla. An identifiable native Indian
astronomical tradition remained active throughout the medieval period and into the 16th or 17th
century, especially within the Kerala school of astronomy and mathematics.

Some of the Well known Scientists Associated with Astronomy

Isaac Newton

Sir Isaac Newton PRS (25 December 1642 — 20 March 1726/27) was an English mathematician,
physicist, astronomer, theologian, and author (described in his own day as a "natural philosopher”)
who is widely recognised as one of the most influential scientists of all time and as a key figure in the
scientific revolution. His book Philosophise Naturalis Principia Mathematica (Mathematical Principles
of Natural Philosophy), first published in 1687, established classical mechanics. Newton also made
seminal contributions to optics, and shares credit with Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz for developing the
infinitesimal calculus.

In Principia, Newton formulated the laws of motion and universal gravitation that formed the
dominant scientific viewpoint until it was superseded by the theory of relativity. Newton used his
mathematical description of gravity to derive Kepler's laws of planetary motion, account for tides, the
trajectories of comets, the precession of the equinoxes and other phenomena, eradicating doubt about
the Solar System's heliocentricity. He demonstrated that the motion of objects on Earth and celestial
bodies could be accounted for by the same principles. Newton's inference that the Earth is an oblate
spheroid was later confirmed by the geodetic measurements of Maupertuis, La Condamine, and others,
convincing most European scientists of the superiority of Newtonian mechanics over earlier systems.
Newton's law of universal gravitation applies not only to apples falling from trees, but also describes
the relationship of mutual attraction between planets and celestial bodies in the universe. A postal
cover on Sir Isaac Newton with the British Stamp on Universal gravitation of Apple falling from trees,
with an Apple stamp of 18 pence.

Nicolaus Copernicus

Nicolaus Copernicus (19 February 1473 — 24 May 1543) was a Renaissance-era mathematician,
astronomer, and Catholic canon who formulated a model of the universe that placed the Sun rather
than Earth at the center of the universe. In all likelihood, Copernicus developed his model
independently of Aristarchus of Samos, an ancient Greek astronomer who had formulated such a
model some eighteen centuries earlier. A 4 value stamps FDC on Nicolaus Copernicus issued by
Rwanda on 25" December, 1973.
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Edmond Halley and Halley’s Comet

Halley's Comet is arguably the most famous comet. It is a "periodic” comet
and returns to Earth's vicinity about every 75 years, making it possible for a
human to see it twice in his or her lifetime. The last time it was here was in
1986, and it is projected to return in 2061. The comet ;72 """“""“i
is named after English astronomer Edmond Halley,
who examined reports of a comet approaching Earth
in 1531, 1607 and 1682. He concluded that these
three comets were actually the same comet returning
over and over again, and predicted the comet would
come again in 1758. An FDC on Halley Comet.
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Samanatha Chandra Sekhar

Mahamahopadhyaya Chandrasekhara Singha Harichandana Mahapatra Samanta, better known
as Pathani Samanta, was an Indian astronomer and scholar who measured the distance from the Earth
to the Sun with a bamboo pipe, and traditional instruments. He was born on 13 December 1835 in
Purnimanta Pousha Krishna Ashtami, and died on 11 June 1904 in Purnimanta Adhika Jyeshtha
Krishna Trayodashi.

His research and observations were compiled into a book called Siddhanta Darpana, which was
written in both Sanskrit and the Odia script. He earned the Mahamahopadhyaya Award in 1893, for his
usage of traditional instruments for astronomical observations. An FDC On Samantha Chandra Sekhar
was released by the Department of Post, Govt. of India on 11th June, 2001.
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Studying radio waves from a galaxy with the Giant
Metrawave Radio Telescope, Khodad

HIA 92T SAMANTA CHANDRA SEKHAR
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Solar System

The Solar System formed 4.6 billion years ago from the gravitational collapse of a giant interstellar
molecular cloud. The vast majority of the system'’s mass is in the Sun, with the majority of the remaining
mass contained in Jupiter. The four smaller inner planets, Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars, are
terrestrial planets, being primarily composed of rock and metal. The four outer planets are giant planets,
being substantially more massive than the terrestrials. The two largest planets, Jupiter and Saturn, are
gas giants, being composed mainly of hydrogen and helium; the two outermost planets, Uranus and
Neptune, are ice giants, being composed mostly of substances with relatively high melting points
compared with hydrogen and helium, called volatiles, such as water, ammonia and methane. All eight
planets have almost circular orbits that lie within a nearly flat disc called the ecliptic. An FDC of the
solar system released by the Department of Posts is attached herewith.

Sun

The Sun is the star at the center of the Solar System. It is a nearly perfect sphere of hot plasma,
heated to incandescence by nuclear fusion reactions in its core, radiating the energy mainly as visible
light and infrared radiation. It is by far the most important source of energy for life on Earth. Its diameter
is about 1.39 million kilometres (864,000 miles), or 109 times that of Earth. Its mass is about 330,000
times that of Earth, and accounts for about 99.86% of the total mass of the Solar System.[20] Roughly
three quarters of the Sun's mass consists of hydrogen (~73%); the rest is mostly helium (~25%), with
much smaller quantities of heavier elements, including oxygen, carbon, neon, and iron. A stamp issued
on the 100" Anniversary of the World Meteorological Organization (WMQO), a stamp with the Greek
Sun God Helios, Equinox and Solstices by Grenada in 1973.
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Planet

In 2006, the International Astronomical Union (IAU) decided on the definition of a planet. The
definition states that in our Solar System, a planet is a celestial body which is in orbit around the Sun,
has sufficient mass to assume hydrostatic equilibrium (a nearly round shape), has “cleared the
neighborhood” around its orbit, is not a moon.

This means that Pluto, which was considered to be the farthest planet since its discovery in 1930,
now is classified as a dwarf planet. The change in the definition came after the discovery three bodies
that were all similar to Pluto in terms of size and orbit.

The major planets in the solar system in order of their distance from the Sun are Mercury, Venus,
Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune.

Mercury

Mercury is the smallest and closest
planet to the sun in the Solar System. Its
orbit around the Sun takes 87.97 Earth
days, the shortest of all the planets in the
Solar System. It is named after the Greek
god Hermes, translated into Latin as
Mercurius (Mercury), god of commerce,
messenger of the gods, mediator between
gods and mortals. A maxi card on Mercury
issued by the Department of Posts,
Chennai on 215 June, 2019.

Mercury

Venus

Venus is the second planet from the
Sun. It is named after the Roman goddess
of love and beauty. As the second-brightest
natural object in Earth's night sky after the
Moon, Venus can cast shadows and can
be, on rare occasion, visible to the naked
eye in broad daylight. Venus lies within
Earth's orbit, and so never appears to
venture far from the Sun, either setting in
the west just after dusk or rising in the east
a bit before dawn. Venus orbits the Sun
every 224.7 Earth days.

Earth

Earth is the third planet from the Sun and the only astronomical object
known to harbor life. About 29% of Earth's surface is land consisting of
continents and islands. The remaining 71% is covered with water, mostly by
oceans but also by lakes, rivers and other fresh water, which together constitute
the hydrosphere. Much of Earth's polar regions are covered in ice.
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A maxi card on Earth issued by the Department of Posts, Chennai on 21st June, 2019.

Mars

Mars is the fourth planet from the
Sun and the second-smallest planetin
the Solar System, being larger than
only Mercury. In English, Mars carries
the name of the Roman god of war
and is often referred to as the "Red
Planet". The latter refers to the effect
of the iron oxide prevalent on Mars's
surface, which gives it a reddish
appearance distinctive among the
astronomical bodies visible to the
naked eye.Mars is a terrestrial planet
with a thin atmosphere, with surface
features reminiscent of the impact
craters of the Moon and the valleys,
deserts and polar ice caps of Earth.

Jupiter

Jupiter is the fifth planet from the
Sun and the largest in the Solar
System. It is a gas giant with a mass
one-thousandth that of the Sun, but
two-and-a-half times that of all the
other planets in the Solar System
combined. Jupiter is one of the
brightest objects visible to the naked
eye in the night sky and has been
known to ancient civilizations since
before recorded history. It is named
after the Roman god Jupiter.
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Uranus

Uranus is the seventh planet from the Sun. Its
name is a reference to the Greek god of the sky,
Uranus, who, according to Greek mythology, was
the grandfather of Zeus (Jupiter) and father of
Cronus (Saturn). It has the third-largest planetary
radius and fourth-largest planetary mass in the
Solar System. Uranus is similar in composition to
Neptune, and both have bulk chemical
compositions which differ from that of the larger
gas giants Jupiter and Saturn. For this reason,
scientists often classify Uranus and Neptune as
"ice giants" to distinguish them from the other gas
giants.

Neptune

Neptune is the eighth and farthest-known Solar
planet from the Sun. In the Solar System, it is the
fourth-largest planet by diameter, the third-most-
massive planet, and the densest giant planet. It is
17 times the mass of Earth, slightly more massive
than its near-twin Uranus. Neptune is denser and
physically smaller than Uranus because its greater
mass causes more gravitational compression of its
atmosphere. The planet orbits the Sun once every
164.8 years at an average distance of 30.1 AU (4.5
billion km; 2.8 billion mi). It is named after the
Roman god of the sea.

The Great Conjunction on 215t December, 2020

A great conjunction is a conjunction of the planets Jupiter and Saturn, when the two planets appear
closest together in the sky. Great conjunctions occur approximately every 20 years when Jupiter
"overtakes" Saturn in its orbit. They are named "great" for being by far the rarest of the conjunctions
between naked-eye planets (i.e. excluding Uranus and Neptune).

s stovow SPECIAL COVER
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Knowledge Bank

Different parts of postage stamps

What are the components of a postal stamp: its design, paper,
perforations and adhesive?

Can you imagine that a small piece of postage stamp is actually composed of several parts?
Philately, the study of stamps, teaches us that postage stamps have different components that are
taken as a whole.

Often times, postage stamp issues are printed simultaneously using different printers that are
employing different processes. Thus, even if that particular stamp issue has similar designs,

the stamp value may not be the same at all because of the slight variations made during the printing
process.

Learning the different parts of the postage stamps will help the ardent philatelist uncover the subtle
stamp variations that cannot be detected by an untrained eye.

The postage stamp design

The design is perhaps the most interesting part of a stamp. It is one of the main reasons why stamps
have been collected through the ages. These are the parts of the postage stamp design:

Stamp vignette — this is the central part of the stamp
design. The vignette often depicts the profile of famous
people on postage stamps. Sometimes, the vignette
also shows animals, places, and other noteworthy

objects. $O.44 0

Stamp frame or margin — this are the borders US PO STA G E
surrounding the stamp's main design. Older stamp Fl RST C LA SS
issues usually have narrow borders, whereas newer 07 1 MOO7 11 556

postal stamps have larger borders. A perfectly cantered 920 64
stamp has equal sizes of margin on all sides. This plays

. . : 000000004
a big role in assessing the stamp's face value.

Stamp Inscriptions — these marks help in postage stamp identification. A postal stamp is inscribed
with texts or information regarding its issuing state, district, or country, its face value, name of the
design’s artist, and the title of the design.
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Stamp secret marks or microtext — these are hidden letters, numerical series, and other devices that
are included in the stamp’s design.

Together with the perforations and tagging features, secret marks are employed to avoid stamp
counterfeiting.

The postage stamp paper

Papers commonly used in making postage stamps
are rag paper, bond paper, blueprint paper,
cardboard, cartridge paper, coloured paper,
enamelled paper, prelure (semi-transparent paper),
silk paper, granite paper, manila paper, and ruled
paper. Stamps are either printed in sheets or in
coils (paper rolls).

The paper used for postage stamps have unique
features, too. They are enhanced with certain

devices to protect the postal stamps from
counterfeit and for the easy usage of the users.

Postal stamp phosphor tagging — this was first used
in Britain as a modern stamp printing process to distinguish first and second-class mail.

Phosphor, otherwise known as the “invisible ink”, is luminescent when struck with an ultraviolet light.

Postal stamps can either be phosphor-coated in bands, on part of the design, or on its entire surface.
The phosphor coating activates an automatic mail-handling equipment for sorting and cancellation.

Postage stamp perforations — long before the
advent of perforation machines, postmasters cut or
tear the stamps from a sheet of paper. In 1850s,
stamp sheets were perforated with a series of
punched holes to facilitate easy detaching of
individual stamps.

Perforations are measured by the number of holes

or teeth using a perforation gauge. The size and Perforation:11 Perfi " lelo
spacing of the stamp perforation vary. #8552 $ST8

Security perforations are uneven teeth marks to make stamps difficult to forfeit.
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Postal stamp watermarks — this is a translucent
lettering or impression on the stamp’s surface. The
stamp watermark is barely visible unless the postal
stamp is held under a strong light, or dampened with
a drop of benzene or watermark fluid. Watermarks
are used to avoid stamp counterfeiting.

Postal stamp gum - is the mucilage or sticky
substance applied to the back of the postage stamp
to make it adhere to the mailed item.

The common kinds of postage stamp adhesives are
gum Arabic (glossy), polyvinyl alcohol gum (matte
and colourless), and PVA dextrin gum (greenish
colour).

Courtesy: 2 clicks stamps.com

GEMS OF INDIAN PHILATELY

www.phila-art.com

A 200 page, tastefully designed, hard-bound
book dedicated to the Rich Heritage of Indian
Philately. The first edition of the book
consists of 92 Gems of Indian Philately which
are contributed by 39 Philatelists from their
personal collections. Issued in a limited
number of 300, the Book presents the reader
an informative insight into the diversity of
Indian Philately with reference to various
interesting postal history items, presented in
form of a coffee table book.

1. Published by - Philatelic Congress of
India, 2019

2. Compiled and Edited by - Pragya
Kothari Jain

3. Edition 1, 200 Page, Hardbound,
Limited Print Run 300.

4, Price INR 2000 (with Dustcase)
inclusive postage.

Philq AH 'PHILA ART' | G-3, PRAKASH KUN] APT. | KAVI RAMAN PATH | BORING ROAD | PATNA - 800001 (INDIA),

Ph: Office 0612-2215929 | Fax: 0612-2238010, Email : philapradip@gmail.com / philapragya@gmail.com
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SPECIAL COVERS

PATNA : 19 November 2020 KOLKATA : 10 December 2020
‘CHHATH’ A symbol of Simplicity & Cleanliness 25 Years of Pipes ELECTROSTEEL
et il 5L ks o~ W
- ! 7\
i =
NEW DELHI : 23 December 2020 PATNA : 30 December 2020
Russian Centre of Science And Culture, New Delhi Dr. Swaminandan Prasad Birth Centenary Year

BENGALURU : 31 December 2020 BENGALURU : 31 December 2020
Postal Services During Covid-19 Spend 20 seconds to wash your hands

BENGALURU : 31 December 2020 BENGALURU : 31 December 2020
The golden rules of Covid-19 Please wear mask
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KOLKATA : 02 January 2021
Birth Centenary of Moti Lal Dalmia

MUMBAI : 04 January 2021
World Braille Day
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Mormugao : 04 January 2021
10 Years of 1% Indian Scientific Expedition to
South Pole

Mormugao : 04 January 2021
40" Indian Scientific Expedition to Antarctica
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B R HILLS : 05 January 2021
Karnataka Bird Festival

Allahabad : 09 January 2021
Hindi Sahitya Sammelan, Prayag
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BENGALURU CITY : 11 January 2021
C.G.K. — The Doyen of Kannada Theatre
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BENGALURU : 12 January 2021
National Youth Day
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BHOPAL : 16 January 2021
Covid-19 Corona Vaccination 16.01.2021
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LUCKNOW : 16 January 2021
Rollout of COVID-19 Vaccination drive
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VEMBANAD KAYAL : 22 January 2021
Indian Coir
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BENGALURU CITY : 16 January 2021
Covid-19 Vaccination Launch

PATNA : 16 January 2021
Corona Warriors and Launch of Indian Vaccine

VARANASI : 16 January 2021
Banarasi Handloom Silk-The Pride of Banaras

AFA P.O. : 19 January 2021
Indian Air Force Academy — Golden Jubilee

GURUVAYUR : 23 January 2021
Palm Leaf Manuscripts of Kerala
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BENGALURU : 23 January 2021
Parakram Diwas
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Nirmal Painting
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25 January 2021

National Tourism Day 2021 - Veerasoudha, Belagavi
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National Tourism Day

25 January 2021
2021 - Fort Lake, Belagavi
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Cheriyal Painting
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RAJ BHAVAN P O : 23 January 2021
Silver Filigree

KHAIRATABAD : 23 January 2021
Telangana State Table Tennis Association
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BELAGVI : 25 January 2021
National Tourism Day 2021- Rajhansgad, Belgavi

ERCUSE S ety e @R
SRRy TRerA siiwan . Aot} -

ARANPRRIST %, ApSSI0N ASHEAM B A

i f———

BELAGVI : 25 January 2021
National Tourism Day 2021 — Ramakrishna
Mission Ashram, Belagavi
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MAHATMA GANDHI

7 Cutnber. W49 - 10 Jorwsary 1904
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Q‘ 30 January
. MARTYR'S DAY
SECTOR 8 PANCHKULA : 30 January 2021 ALLAHABAD : 30 January 2021
Martyr's Day Eleven Vows of Mahatma Gandhi
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LEPROSY CAN BE CURED 2 1 f

BENGALURU : 30 January 2021 NEW DELHI : 29 January 2021
Leprosy Can be Cured Harkara

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan & R Suresh

Central India Philatelic Society, Satna prepared a cover and Postcard
to commemorate 125th Anniversary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
on 23rd January 2021.
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New Issues from Other Countries

HONG KONG
Together We Fight The Virus

KYRGYZSTAN
Covid-19

TOGETHER,

WE FIGHT

THE ViRUS

Camel Ardhah
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Issued on 11.11.2020

50th National Day
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Issued on 18.11.2020
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Adventure Tourism
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Whales & Dolphins
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GREAT BRITAIN

National Parks
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Date of Birth: Age: Affix Photo
Permanent Address: " CS:: o
Membership

ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Reg No.: T-614/12
(Affiliated to Philatelic Congress of India)

Name in Capital Letters:

Address for Communication:

Email ID:
Telephone No: Mobile No:

Type of Membership: D Annual Membership

D Life Membership

Area of Interest:

DECLARATION

| have read the rules and regulations (over leaf) of the Association and |

promise to abide by them.

Date: ...ccoovviviiiiis Signature of the Applicant

For Office Use:

Admitted on:

Membership No:
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RULES AND REGULATIONS

The vision: To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged
in this Association

The mission:
1. To unite all personswho are interested in philately,
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conductphilatelicworkshops, philateli
quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,
5. To enrolitself as a member of other Philatelic organizations ofrepute in and outside of India

MEMBERSHIP FEE:

1. ANNUALMEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/-
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only).

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1St April to 315t March.

2. LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable
in one instalment.

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.750/-
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).

Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power tillhe completes 18
years and paying the fullmembership fee.

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual memberwho does not pay the
subscription within three months from the due date (1% April) shall cease to be a member.

ADMISSION FEE: All applicants should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of
entrance.

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account. Account Name: ANANTHAPURI
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION. Account No: 32270854728 Bank: State Bank of India Branch:
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram.IFSC Code: SBINO003826.

MONTHLY MEETING: We meet everyfirst Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road,
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram. Members attending the monthly
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue.

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM,
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948)
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Forthcoming Events

MAHARASHTRA STATE LEVEL EXHIBITION

The Maharashtra State Level Philatelic
Exhibition is scheduled to be held at Nagpur from
26 February to 1 March 2021 at Nagpur. More
details awaited.

NATIONAL VIRTUAL EXHIBITION BY PCI

The Philatelic Congress of India is going to
organise a National Level Virtual Philatelic
Exhibition between November-December 2021.
Details awaited.

CAPEX-22

The first international one-frame stamp
championship exhibition Capex-22 will take place
at Metro Toronto Convention Centre, in Toronto,
Ontario, Canada from 9 to 12 June, 2022.

The exhibition
will  host 400
frames of single-
frame exhibits as
well as a literature
competition.

UAPEX22

The exhibition will be held under the
patronage of the Federacion Interamericana de
Filatelia (FIAF) and the recognition of the
Federation International de Philatelie (FIP).

More details of the exhibition can be found on
the website capex22.org

Acknowledgement:

Rainbow Stamp News: Vol. XIll. No.157 (Jan. 2021)
Deccan Philatelist: Vol.21 Issue 1/2021

The Hyderabad Philatelists: Vol.58 No.11 (Nov. 2020)
Signet: Vol.43 No.1 (January-September, 2020)
Vadophil: N0.163-164 (July-October 2020)

Journal of TAPS Vol.18, 1&2 (May 2020)

Forthcoming Issues of India

Chouri Choura Movement, Maha Kumbh
Mela-Haridwar, 400" Birth Anniversary of Guru
Tegh Bahadur, P V Narasimha Rao.

Disclaimer

This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among
philatelists, free of cost. The contents of this bulletin
are based on the information obtained from reliable
sources. Maximum care has been taken to ensure
the accuracy of the contents, however we give no
guarantee on reliability or completeness of the
information.

Philatelic Links

www.indianairmails.com
www.bharatexotics.com
http://timbrophily.com
www.philamart.com
www.collectorbazar.com
www.stampsofindia.com
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com
www.indianstampghar.com
www.indianphilately.net
www.exponet.info
www.stangib.com
www.indiapost.gov.in
www.philamirror.info
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com
www.indiastudycircle.org
WwWw.sipa.org.in

www.philcent.com
www.vadophil.org
www.indianphilatelics.com
www.mintageworld.com
https://[dharaastamps.co.in
www.samsshopping.com”
www.worldwide-mint.com
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/

Articles are invited from readers with illustrations
to be published in this bulletin. Please send your
write ups in MS Word only, to our email ID:

apa.tvpm@gmail.com. News and philatelic activities

in your locality are also welcome. Philatelic Clubs
and Associations may send their brief reports on day
to day activities.

Editor

Published by R K Rajasekharan
President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association,
TC-38/226, Chenthitta, Choorakkattupalayam,

Chalai P O, Thiruvananthapuram-695036
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